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not mean that either of these conditions should necessarily
be regarded as the responsible factor. But in massing the
collecﬁed facﬁs; conciusions bf great interest emerge."28

" "Healy and Bronner meke the statement, "Delinquency
haS‘definité age gorrelations. Misconduct tendencies may
begin very early; accessions to the ranks of delinquency
increase rapidly ffom the ages of nine or ten years."29 1t

is the task of society to prevent this increase.

j+ Arrests and Convictions. Many of the boys

had been arrested more than once before they were convicted,
as 1is shown in Table XVI. Only 33.2 per cent were committed
ﬁpoﬁ the firsﬁ arrest, while 66.8 per cent‘wéfe arrésted |
more than once. Thls shows that belng brought before the law
éxefted little influence on the boys in keeping them out of
the hands of the law. Data set forth in Table XVII show

that even convicﬁion‘was not enough to stop délinquent acts.
There were 25.6 per cent of the boys who had been convicted
befdre, one boy as many as nine times before. Arrests and
conviction are not causes of delinquency, but are the results
of 1t. They do show persistency in delinquency. "Practically
all confirmed criminals begin thelr careers in childhood or
éarly‘youth; The fact of this remarkable early development
of a definilte tendency towards criminality was soon clear to
us, both thrdugh»dbservable trends in young offenders, and
through the 1life histories of older delinquents. Experienced

penologists all verify the fact of extremely early beginning.

130

29W1111am Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, op. cit., p. 207.

30wi11liem Healy, op. eit., p. 10
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TABLE XVI -

: RECORD OF ARRESTS OF THE BOYS

Times Arrested One - More Than One
Number of Boys | | 126 ; 253
TABLE XVII

RECORD OF CONVICTIONS OF THE BOYS

Times Convicted|One|Two|Three |Four|Five|Six|Seven [Eight|Ten

Number of Boys [283| 37| 29 | 10 9|1 5| 3 2 1

!

k. Migratory Effects. Table XVIII shows that 21.9

?er cent of the boys were born in other statés and later came
to Indiana. The differences in laws may account for a part
of them becoming delinq@ent, but more probabiy their becoming
del;nquent iswdué ta.théir havingvto beconme édjusted to a new
comﬁunity with its new soclal standards. From either of these
points of view 1t shows that migration contributes to delin-
quency.

1. Place of Commitment. There were ten different

places where the crimes were committed, but the school held
first place. It furnished 51.2 per cent of the cases, or a
little more than one-half of them. The boys spend from eight

to ten months per year in school, which is from 66.7 per cent

-to 83.3 per cent of their time. On this basis, they committed
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TABLE XVIII

BOYS BORN OUT OF THE STATE

37

State

Number

Per Cent?

Kentucky
Illinois
Michlgan
Tennessee

Al abama
Georgila
Iowa
Arkansas -

Kansas
Mississippi
Missourl
Pennsylvania

Montana
Nebraska
New York
Loulsiana

Oklahoma
Washington
Florida
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Total

o0
W

21.9

%Based on 379 cases.

less delinquent acts during school than otherwise,

ltems in Table XIX show that the greater per cent of delin-

quency occurred when the boys were not busy. This points

to the conclusion that leisure leads to delinquency.

The other




- 'TABLE XIX

WHEN GRIME WAS COMMITTED
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Circumstance Number Per Cent
School 194 51.2
Truant 70 18.4
Idle. 39 10.6
Vacation 36 9.4
Working - 24 6.2
Special School 2 oD
Home : 5 1.3
Had Run Away 6 1.6
Orphan's Home ‘ 2 .5
Expelled from School 1 )
Total 379 100




IIT. CASE STUDIES ' = -

. R A;‘ Bob, a Case of Stealing1

Family History Bob is the only child in the home.

His father and mother are divorced. His first stepfather'

1s dead, but his mother married again four months ago. The
mother and stepfather seem to be much interested in thevchild.
The home is in a falr sectlon of Terre Haute. The boy has
always 1ivedvin this city. Everything in the home is nice
and clean. The mother and stepfather were clean and well
dressed ﬁhen the writer called. The father is‘stiil living

and the boy 1s allowed to see him.

School History: Bob attends the Fairbanks Sehool
where he is well-liked by his teachers. He does not do as
well in school a8 some children and has failed of promotion
on two occasions. The mother lays this to his poor health,
but the teachers claim it 1s due to lack of interest and
ability. He 1is inclined toc loaf in school but is easily
Influenced by prailse, which the teacher often gives; then
he works well for a while.

Special Abilities and Disabilitles: Bob has no special

1ikes or dislikes in school. He 1s a great lover of the
picture show. He is fond of chickens and animals such as he
has on the farm where he Spends some time with his uncle.

He likes to play the usual games at school. He 1s apparently
as well-satisfied to play games where both boys and girls |

partake as where only boys play.

1The names in these cages are fictitious.

39




. 40

Personality: Bob 18 a boy of rather odd and queer
appearance, not-what would be called good-looking. At home
helhas'always been much humored. He gave no trouble until
he was eleven years of age. His teacher said that he has
stubborn spells, but that she has always been able to con-
quer him. - He 18 more a follower than a leader among his
boy éompanioﬁs.*

- Health: Bob had a severe case of sickness when he
was s8ix months old. Until that time he was a healthy child.
During this early sickness, which was head trouble, his
mother noticed his tongue was swollen and asked the doctor
concerning it. He replied that 1t was caused by the strong
medicine which he was forced to glve the child. Since this
early sickness Bob has had most of the children's dlseases.
The last one was the whoovoing cough, from which he has not
fully recovered although that has been over a year ago.
Whenever he takes a cold, he still coughs as though he has
the whooping cough. ' He is very nervous.

Disciplinary Record: Bob is now twelve years of age,
‘and until he was eleven he gave no trouble. He has always
liked to attend the motion picture shows and of late he
8tarted taking money which had been given him for the school
bank to use for shows. Hls mother said that later he began
to go to the show and stay out late at night. At first she
told no officer about it but went out and hunted him herself,
but latef she found 1t necessary’to report him to the police.
She stated that she hated to do this but thought it best for

the boy as she was unable to get him to obey. H1is record
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ginceé that time follows. |
'~ On January ‘4, 1933 Bob was reported to the police
by his ‘mother. He had stolen some money from home and in-
stead of going to school had gone to a show. The police
put him in the Friendly Inn. The probation officer went
to the Inn and talked to the boy, who promised to do better.
The ﬁrobation:officer made an investigation of the home and
found it to be a good home with a mother who was interested
in the boy and was doing what she could for him. His grand-
mother was sick in the home at this time, which caused the
mother to be very busy. After the Iinvestigation, the boy
was taken home but was required to report at the office each
Saturday.
On January 19 he stole one dollar from his mother.
He was taken agaihfto the Friendly Inn where he was left
until Monday when he was taken to school and again required
to report each Saturday. He was very good until on June 15
when he stole $1.65 from his mother and went to the show.
He also stayed out late at night. He was found and taken
home again.,JOn'June321”his grandmother dropped one dollar
on the floor. Bob found the money which he used to go to a
show and did not come home., H1is mother started out and
found him asleep in' an automobile at 2:30 o'clock in the
morriing. She called the probation officer the next forenoon.
Bob had been dismissed just two weeks but could not stand
the freedom.
On July 3 he stole his stepfather's watch and tried

to sell it but was caught by the police and put in the
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Friendly Inn. Oﬁ July 5 the probatiop officer went to the
Inn and. took the boy home to attend his grandmother's funeral.
Bob was in the house less than an hour before he stole a
lady's pocket-book containing seven dollars and ran away with-
out attending the funeral. The next day he was caught and
put in the Friendly Inn. He still had $3.00 of the stolen
money.‘AOn July 13 during the noon hour, while his mother was
working in the kitchen, he prled the back off the radio and

took $40.00; then he ran off up town. He was soon caught and

had spent only'thirty-five cents. He was placed in the Friendly

Inn for one week, and upon his promise to be good, was taken
back to his mother. On July 22 he again stole, this time it
was thirty cents from a lady visiting in his mother's home.
He was again put 1n the Friendly Inn where he was kept until
July 31 at which time he was paroled to his uncle on a farm
south of the city.

Bob seems satisfied on the farm and to date has been
good. He says he likes it there, and he shows a great interest
in the‘chickens and pet rabbits. |

Diggnosis Bob has lived with his father and mother
who did not agree. This unsatisfactory home environment was
aggravating to his nsture as he was a very nervous child. He
has 1ived“withitwo sﬁepfathers which 1s seldom agreeable to
a ohild. Changes of this type ususlly cause inconsistent con-
trol and unstaple supervision. Most chlldren are jealous of
their mother's love and this no doubt has affected Bob. Tnese
unsettled conditions together with his fondness for shows

naturally lead him to seek a pioture show where he could loose




himself in an. environment which he enjoyed. Each time that
he.was able to gratify his desire in this way he could do the
same thing the next time easier. The habit grew a natural
growth and Bob became a slave to the act of stealing and going
to the plcture show. Bob needs to form regular habits of
8leeping and eating. He needs a closer companionship with.
his mother. She should take him to the picture show and see
that he is made to feel that his mother 1is his true friend.

B. Bud, a Case of Intoxication

Family History: Bud 1s a fifteen-year-old boy. His
parents are German. His father is dead and his mother is
married agaln. Bud has four sisters older than himself. Two
sisters are married. Bud lives with one of his married sisters
as he and his stepfather do not agree. The mother seems to
have litfle'interest in the boy. The home, in a poor district
of Terre Haute, is very méagerly furnished, poorly kept, and
dirty. Members of the family were wvery unclean and unkempt
when the writer called. The stepfather 1s a day laborer.

The mother is reported by the boy's teacher to be unstable.
The'teacher‘fhinké ﬁhe’boy has good in him which he has got
from his father. | |

School History: Bud is not a very capable pupil in
ééhéol{ 'Hé is ﬁoﬁ‘in'the sixth grade at the Crawford school.
Formerly he lived in the country near Riley, where he attended
school. His teacher says he llkes to be prailsed and is always
ready to do errands for her. She often has him do police
duty on the playground, a job which he likes very much. Bud
does not like to be crossed in his belief; so, when told that
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he has''a problem wrong, he will talk back to his teacher. He
was sent home once for this act. He often 8leeps in school
and 1is never disturbed by his tescher when asleep.

Special Abilities and Disabilitles: Bud 1likes arith-

metic best of all his school subjects, but his teacher says
that he has special ability in English. She has tried to get
him“fo'develdp this ability, but he will not do so. He 18 a
boy who likes to play the usual games at school. ' When asked
if he had any dislike for playing games in which girls play,
he replied that he always felt that if they wanted to play,
all right, and if not, all right, that it did not make any
difference to him. He 1s especially interested in boxing,

in which he is now taking lessons at the boat house. He also
likes to be on the farm, especlally during harvest time. Bud
frequently goes to Chicago with truckers and is gone for a
week at a time. He is a leader among his boy companions,

but he is not a bully; therefore he 1is not disliked by the
smaller boys.

Personality:  Bud is a heavy set boy of medium height.

When he talks He will look one straight in the eye. He has a

good countenance.  Bud 1s stubborn at times and when his

opinion 18 questioned he résents it very much. He is able

to gain and to hold the respect of the smaller boys at school.

The teachers c1assify'him as a lovable boy which everyone likes.
Health: Bud has never been sick.,

Disciplinany Record: Bud has a good school record in

discipline with the exception of the few cases sighted above.

Out of 8chool he has had trouble but one time. One Sunday
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on January 15,'1933,‘he and~two~dther boys planned to get
drunk and have: a good time. Bud.was. the: leader in.the pro-
jact;‘fHe:secured‘therliquor, and the three boys were soon so.
much under its influence that they began to disturb the peace.
They were reported to the police, who put him in jall at the
hospital ward by himself as he was too drunk to be put in the
Friendly Inn. He was left there until he became sober, which
took until Tuesday noon. The probation officer then gave
him a good lecture. Bud promised that if he were paroled
he would stay sober, attend school regularly, go to Sunday
School and church and report to the probation officer each
Saturday at. ten A.M. for one year. These things he did so
well for six months that he was then excused from further
reporting.

Bud told the wrlter that he did not intend to get
drunk again. He said that it made him so sick and that it
would interfere with his boxing. Then, too, he said that he
did not have the good time which he had been expecting. Bud
stated that he was willling to advise any boy not to use in-
toxlicating liquor. ' The wrilter believes that, under reason-
ably good environment, the boy will make a good citizen.

- Diagnosis:  Bud 18 a boy at the age which wants to -
see actlon and to have experiences. He 1is at the age at which
boys 1like to do the things which they think are manly. His'
home conditions being such that he is not held under restraint
and his iiving in a community where he sees much 1life which
18 not uplifting are two factors which have caused the boy to

take the wrong road. Place Bud in a good home in a good

community and his case will be cared for.
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" Q.-;Eped, a; Case of Truancy

Family History: Fred lives in a home of very meager

circumstances in Terre Haute.. He comes from a family of eight
childréh, being the slxth child. The family lived in Paris,
Illinois, until five years ago when they moved to Detroit,
Michigan, where they stayed only five weeks. They then moved
to Térre Hauﬁe, where they have lived in the same community
since that time. Fred's parents are a shiftless type of
people. They seem to care for thelr children but can not
look far into the future for the welfare of the children.

When the wrlter called in the home, these words were spoken
by the mother: "Fred is old enough to work, and I think that
he should help his father earn the living. 1 have eight
children and that 1s too many for thelr father to have all
the living to make., I had to work when I was a girl and he

is no better than I was. I plowed corn and worked in the
field. Of course, I could not do that now," etc. This shows
her attitude. The father is a man who does all kinds of work
such as painting, hanging paper, concrete work, furnace re-
pairing, and the like. The older boys help him and contri-
bute to the support of the family. The children have all
qult school by the time they reached about the sixth grade.
‘Wanderlust has been a characterlstic of the family. The féther
has a brother whose family has always been a source of trouble
to the attendance officer, who says that they are a degen-

erate family. She has given Fred things which the mother

claimed that he would have to have before he could go to school;

these things were given to relatives.
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#o00 Behool History: Fred is fifteen years old and in the

seventh-grade at the Woodrow Wilson Junior High School. He
did not dislike school until the last two years. For the

‘last! two ye&rs'hls attendance was poor, but 1t gradually got

worse. One teacher reported that during the 148t winter Fred
was in his class so few times that he was unable to classify
Fred; Fred never was a good student in school. He says that
he has no subject or teacher which he likes or dislikes but
that they Jjust are. His early schooling was gsalned at Paris,
Illinois, but he and his mother both sald that they liked the
schbols of Terre Haute as well as those in Paris.

Special Abilities and Disabilities: Fred was unable

to tell of any thing which he especially liked or disliked
in school subjects. His mother said his special ability was
8leeping late in the morning. The teachers reported that he
seemed to have no Iinterests. He seems to be willing Jjust to
be and, of late, not to be if being meant to be at school.
When asked about his play, he stated that he did not like to
play any kind of a game. When asked about fishing and hunt-
ing, he said that he liked those sports.

'Personality: Fred has a rather dark complexion and

is rather tall and slim. He 18 a nice-looking boy with a
keen volce and i8 not at all backward. Fred looks one in the
eye and talks freely. The boy shows signs of leadership,
proof of which statement will be shown later. He 1is the type
that is éble to say one thing but do another, as is shown by
his record.

Health: Fred sleeps well and eats well. He has had
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some: sickness but no severe cases."H;S"mother.claims that
he:has”a:goitér;xbut the attendance officer stated that two
physicians were unable to find any signs of a goiter. He
had had most of the common children's diseases.

Disciplinary Record: Fred has been irregular in

school attendance for the last two years. This irregularity
became more and more pronounced untll about last Thanksgiving
it seemed his school attendance had almost entirely ceased,
He would be forced back to school by the officials but would
soon be absent again. After the first of the year he refused
to go to school, so the probatlion officer took over the case.
It was reported to him by the attendance officer., Fred was
put in the Friendly Inn; ten days later he was released and
ordered to attend school regularly. Twenty days later he was
reported as not attending school, and the probation officer
found that he had been 1in school only twenty-three days with-
in the last five months. Fred bragged at this time to some
of the boys that he was going to try out that new gang down
at the courthouse. At this time when taken to court he
claimed that he had been helping nis parents move, but the
attendance officer found this was not true. Fred acted very
ugly when taken by the probation officer. Four days later
when he wae taken before the Jjudge, he promised to attend
school, & promise which he soon broke. He ran off and went
back to Paris with another boy. Since they stayed with some
relatives who soon became tired of them they had to come back.
The attendance officer was told by the principal of the school

that Fred was a detriment to the school so they ceased to make
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him go. This had a bad influence on some of the others, who
said, "Fred is not here and they do not do anything about it,
so why should I have to come?"

Fred stated thét he did not know‘whether he would go
to schdol this fall or not. Hi1s mother said that she did not
think that he woﬁld as he should work and help earn the living.
Both were very indifferent.

Diagnosis: Truancy from school has been a family
characteristic, and Fred has caught the spirit. It may be
an inherited weakness of will but influences of environment
have been thé main cause for Fred's actions. If Fred could
have grown up in a family with a mother who belleved in the
schools and in sending her children to school, he would not

have been a truant.




IV, CONCLUSIONBG .

A “Cansesdof&Delinquency,,

1. Sneeling is the;delinquent act which ocecurs
most often. - o
| 2.‘ Homes with dflnkingkparents fosfer delinduency
among the youth. | |

3, The broken home is an outstending cause of
delinquency. | }

A, Pcﬁerﬁyﬁis bcth:a direct and an indirecfdcause
of delinquency. '

5. Bad eseoclates‘leed boys to become delinquents.

| 6. Retardation in school should be regarded more

as a sign of other causes of delinquency than as a cause with-

in 1tself. |
7. Boys with low I. Q's. are more often delinquent

than are either normal boys or boys with high I.Q's.
8. Illegitimacy 1s an indirect rather than a direct '

cause of delinquency.

9. Migration is a contributing factor to delin-
quency. |
o lO. Certain unfavorable or degrading community

conditions are causes of delinquency.
_ B; Findings Concerning Delinquency.
1. Delinguency has 1its beginning in early youth

and is persistent in its nature.

2. The physical condition of the boys 1s not

shown to be a cause of delinqguency.

50
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3,_ Delinquent conduct may exhibit itself in a
nunmber of acts and combination of acts. |
- _4,"' Criminality is not inherited.
" 5; There 1is more delinquency among families whose
fathers are day laborers than in families where the fathers
are engaged in any other occupatien.
| 6; Adult education.will be a long stride toward
decreasing delinquency. |
7. The influence of the church in preventing
delinquency is inconsiderable.
v8. The foreign—born are not delinquent in as
high a ratio as are the natlve-born.
9., The Y.M.C.A. and the Boy Scouts have few boys
who are delinquents but thelr memberships are also few in
number.

10. Many boys who have become delinquents have
attended Sunday School.

11. Many factors are assoclated with each delin-
quency case each of which is different from every other case.

12, One should not try to diagnose a case of
delinquency from outward signs only.

13. Social environment needs to be controlled in

order to decrease the number of cases of delinquency.




52
C. Summary
| ,The analysis of the data of this study shows that
this environment contains both positive and negative factors
of delinquency. In a study of the conclusions one striking
fact stands out in bold relief--the fact of multiple deter-
mination. Crime is traceable to no single universal source.
It comes from a nultiplicity of alternative and converging
influences. Those Who direct the educational program need
to make an analysis of the causes of delinquency. They
must then'endeavorbto devise methods which will cope with
these causes 1n a manner that will place the youth in an

environment with fewer cases of malad justment.
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Times

County .- Convicted Tobacco
Charge Trade Cigarettes
Date of Mental
Sentence Condition Drink
Born Physical Illegitimate
Condition
Age Education I.Q.
Parent's Age
Helght Church at Birth
Age as to
Welght Assoclates Other Children
| Sund ay Previous Home
Occupation School City, Town, Rural
When Crime 7 Dominant
Was Committed Y M.CoA. Industry
Arrested ,
Boy Scout

Before

1 :
This shows the front slde, the back slide is shown on the

next page.
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PARENTS

FATHER

MOTHER

Step Parents

Stepfather

Stepmother

QOccupation

Nationality

Education

Church

Pec, Con.l

Criminal

Drink

Feeble-Minded

Enilentic

Insane

Consumptive

Progtitute

Pauper.

Separated

Dead

Living Together

1

Pecuniary Condition.




