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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Delinquency: Evidences and Definition

The fact that 379 boys were in the Indiana Boys'

School was conclusive proof that there were causes for their

being there. Since there were causes, there should be some

possibility of discovering a part of them and of preventing,

in the future, their evil results.

This st~dy, dealing with the causes·of delinquency,

necessitates a statement of the meaning of the word, "delin

quent". liThe words 'delinquent child' shall include any boy

under the full age of sixteen years and any girl under the full

age of seventeen years who shall violate any law of this state

or any ordinance of a city; or who is incorrigible; or who

knowingly associates with thieves or other vicious or immoral

persons; or who is growing up in idleness or crime; or who

knowingly visits or patronizes any policy shop or place where

a~y gaming device is or" shall be operated ; or who patronizes,

visits or enters any saloon or wine room where intoxicating

llquprs are sold; or who knowingly patronizes, visits or enters

~ny public pool room or bucket shop; or who wanders about the

st~eets of any city in the night time without on any lawful

business or occupation; or who wanders about in any railroad

yaros or upon railroad tracks; or who jumps upon any moving

train or enters any car or engine without lawful authority; or

who uses vile, obscene, vulgar, profane or indecent language;

I
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or who smokes c'igarettes; or who loiters about any school
• ,~;.i , ,_', '.

building or schoolyard; or who is gUilty of indecent or im-

mo~al, condu~t. it 1

B.'General Statement Concerning Delinquency and the
Juvenile Courts

Delinquency and crime have been in the world as far

back as we have an~record. Very cruel treatment was meted

out to criminals in early days by the various nations, with

little or no consideration being given to childhood and im

maturity.As time passed, youth was recognized as being less

deserving of severe punishment than adults. "The idea of

giving children offenders different treatment than the older

offenders goes back to the common law which presumed that the

child under the age of seven was incapable of committing a

crime. Between seven and fourteen the child was recognized

as haVing the possibility 'of discernment, but the question of

his responsibility might be raised and decided in accordance

with the evidence. Beyond fourteen the common law recognized

nocl'istinct'ion between the treatment of the child and adult. ,,2

. A great stride toward control of criminality was made
. .", .-'

by the founding of the juvenile court. Common criminal law

did not distinguish between the child and the adult. For
. ~' : ' _.",'~' .... .~ ,.

trivIa'! offences the child was often thrown into a j ail or a

poor~house and there grew in criminal ways. Certain women and

jurists of Chicago saw the harm of such bad practices. They

drafted and submitted a law to the legislature of Illinois.

1Indiana, Acts of the General Assembly, 1905, Sec. I.
p.440. - --

2paul Hanley Furfey Problems of Childhood (New York:
Macmillan Co., 1929), pp. 87-88.
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This law 'failed of passage several times but was finally passed

and went into~ffect on JUly 1, 1899. Although this was a very

unsatisfactory law, it was the.entering wedge which has started

a reform leading up to our present" juvenile court system. Out

of this followed a system of probation,3 the principle of the

parenthood of the state;4 mental hygiene and psychiatry;5 and

the child welfare movement. The Indiana Boys' School is an

outgrowth of this movement. Its purpose is the reformation of

criminal and incorrigible boys. 6

The leaders of our country are Showing an interest in

our childhood as is evidenced by ex-President Herbert Hoover

in a speech delivered in 1927. In that speech he stated:

tiThe ideal to which we should strive is that there shall be

no child in America that has not been born under proper con

dition, that does not live in hygienic surroundings, that ever

suffers from undernutrition, that does not have proper and

efficient medical attention and inspection, that does not re

ceive primary instruction in the elements of hygiene and good

health; there shall be no child that has not the complete birth

right of a sound mind in a sound body and the encouragement to

3Charles Platt, liOn Measuring Probation Success, and
Ma.klngPt'obation Appointments, It National Probation Association
Proceedings (New York, 1925), p. 33.

4J • W. Mack, "Chancery Procedure in Juven ile Court, tI

The Child, the Clinic and the Court (New York: New Republic
Press, Inc.:-I925), p. 315-.--

5W• I. Thomas and D. S. Thomas, The Child In America
(Norwood, Massachusetts: The Plimpton Fress, 1928), p. 440.

6Sixty-Sixth Annual Report of~ Indiana Boys' School
to the Governor (1932).
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express in fullest measure the spirit within; which is the

final endowrn~nt of every human being. tl7

C. The Part of Education and the School

If ex-president Herbert Hoover's ideal is to be acomp

lished, it must be done through education of our citizenry.

Education is the product of our schools. It is the process

of producing desirable changes in human behavior. These

changes are, in a large measure, accomplished by the reaction

of the individual to stimuli in his environment. It becomes

necessary for all who are interested in the education of others

to arrange situations that will secure suitable responses.

Kilpatrick says, "Our youth no longer accept authoritarian

morals. We must develop, then, a point of view and devise a

correlative educational system which shall take adequate ac

count of this fact of ever increas ing change. tl8

The development of human behavior is so complicated

that we probably will never be able to mold all character as

we would have it molded. Misconduct is an expression of per

sonal maladjustment. Crime prevention, in its broadest sense,

is a problem of education. The school, however, is not the

only agency to assume this task. The home, the church, the

theater, the press, and the library all wield their influence,
;... .I.

and each must accept its responsibility. The school has the

child such a few hours of his time, and that not until he ~as

7Editorial, "MAY Day, Child Health Day" Journal of
~ Economics, Vol. XX (May, 1928), p. 345.

8William H. Kilpatrick, Education for ~ Changing
Civilization (New York: MacMillan Co., 1926), p. 50.
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'. had a.bout -slxyears of prev:iou.s experience ,all of which has

been in the plastic s.tage,.- that it is much limited in its
~...

ability to turn out a faultless finished product. Nevertheless,,

teachersmu,et-be highly .eonscious :of, their" obligation as char

acterbuilders. They must concern ,themselves with the entire

life of the Child, both in and out of school. They must ap

precl'ate .the importance of a whole school environment and,un

det'standthe factors that enter into the causation of normal

integrated personality and those that lead to conflict and

maladjustment. Truitt says, "If we are going to help healthy

individuals to better mental adjustments and ,prevent dependency,

delinquency, insanity, and general social inadequacy, undoubt

edly thesehool should be the focus for our attack. The school

surpasses the home in its potential understanding, its objec

tivity, and its possibilities of consecrated effort. 1t9 It is

at this point that this stUdy hopes to offer some assistance.

There is no problem confronting the school that is of

greater importance than the protection of the young. "The

problem: of crime prevention cannot be separated from the prob

lem of preventing any other form of individual and, social

maladjustment. _The school is the only agency of society that

comes:lntocontact with all of the children; it has the con

fidence of'all persons; it can secure the co-operation of all

agencies, public anci private; it reaches into all homes ,through

its most emotionalized factor, the child. It can become the

most potent force, not only for the teaching of subject matter,

but, next to the home, for the conservation of the integrity

9Ralph P. Truitt, t1Mental Hygiene and the Public Schools It

Mental Hygiene, Vol. XI, (April, 1927), p. 270.
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of childhood and the protection of society. ,,10

D. Interest in the Study

While attending Indiana State Teachers College, the

writer studied a course "Guidance Problems in The Secondary

School" and due to the great interest and enthusiasm of the
"

ins~ructor he was awakened to the possibilities in the field.

A iater course "The Problem Child and His School It added fuel

to the fire already kindled and caused the writer to have a

keener interest in the least fortunate of the country's youth.

With a desire to know more about this field of study that he

might be a more efficient teacher to those individuals in the

public schools who are in greatest need, the writer has made

a choice of this thesis topic.

E. Value of the Study

This study, which is based on the history of the boys

who have been in the public schools but with whom the schools

have failed, brought to light some of the defects of the public

school system. It showed that some individuals have a person

ality that is so bound up and maladjusted that it requires

special attention. This study has helped the writer to become

a more sympathetic teacher with a better understanding of youth.

The causes of delinquency, as shown in this study, suggest the

places in the environment which should be remodelled. This re

modelling will improve the character and usefulness of the

young citizens, which is one of the chief functions of the school.

lONathan Peyser,"The Public Schools and the Problem
of Crime Prevention", The Journal of Educational Sociology,
(Nov., 1932), p. 138.
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Thus this' study shows means which may be employed to improve

the school~ .

F. The Problem and Its Definition

The problem was to discover the causes of delinquency

by making a study of the history of the boys at the Indiana

Boys' School on July 14, 1933. The history used was the

history previous to the time of commitment. The causes should

then suggest methods, both in and out of school, for guidance

which may be followed to save some boys in the future from

becoming a part of the personnel of this institution or of

some similar institution.

G. Procedure

This stUdy has been made from data collected from the

history record cards of the Indiana Boys' School. These his

tory cards contain the data which the school secured for its

own use in guidance within the institution. The writer was

told by the officer in charge at the Indiana Boys' School that

the items on these cards had been found to be the things most

helpful for the school. Therefore it is valid material upon

which to base this study. A sample data card has been placed

in the appendix on page gS. These data have been supplemented

by reading in the field of delinquency and by first hand in

formation gained through interviews with delinquent boys,

their parents, probation officers, judges, and similar persons.

The 379 cases included seventy-nine colored boys, but

since their record cards did not Show any noticeable differences,

there has been no separate grouping of the two races.
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Tables a.nd~raphs;'whiChhElve been :used as the basic

skeletpn for this study have been const~cted frQID these data.
~\. ,,. , '.;.,

H. Limitations of ~his Study

AJ3the data used in this study dealt with the history

of the boys before commitment, the study was thus limited.

No'attempt has been made to'study the progress made by the

Indiana BOys' School in its work. This study has confined it

self to the conditions in the boys' environments before the

t1meofthelr sentences. Where caSe studies have been given,

they were also concerned with the history before commitment

or were made of cases which have n~ver been committed but were

under the jurisdiction of the courts as probationers~

, .:~ I '
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. B. Distribution of Cases

II. A STUDY OF THE CAUSES OF DELINQUENCY

D.1
Cyril Burt, ~ Yoyng Delinguen~, (New York:

Appleton and Company, 1925 , pp. 14-15.

9

A. The Delfn,quency with ~hlch the Boys ~ere Charged •

cities. Marion county, containing Indianapolis, fUrnishes 14.2

per cent of the cases, while Lake county, containing Gary,

stands second with 13.4 per cent. Allen, Vigo, Vanderburgh,

Grant, Wayne, Madison, and Delaware counties follow in the

.Do special communities or certain sections of a com

munity nurture delinquency? Dat'a -in Table II show that these

boys have come, in general, from counties containing the larger
• " ,,' o.J--' " • '. , ... -'> ..... • , , ~ ~ _ "

Table I gives a list of all charges .for which the boys

considered in this study have been committed to the Indiana

Boys' School. There are twenty-one different charges or com

binationsof charges. Petit larceny comprises 21.2 per cent

of the charges,?-elinquency, 20.6 per cent" incorrigibility

14.3 p~r cent, with no other one charge being as much as 10

percent. However, if all items which have stealing in the

charge, to some degree, are combined, this item would be con

tained in 49.6 percent or nearly one-half of all cases. Burt

confirms .stealing as being the leading charge among delinquents,

but. he gives truancy as being second in order. 1 The variety

together with the combination of charges shows that delinquent

conduct may man ifestitself in many ways • This sign ifies

the comp~exity of the diagnosis as well as the difficulty of

. securing the correct preventive methods •



. ,

TABLE I

THE CH~GE FOR WHICH THE BOY WAS COMMITTED

10

.5

.5

.8
08

1.1

7.7
5.3
5.0
4.1

21.2
20.6
14.3
8.9

100

Per Cent

5

4

3
3

2

2

2
1
1
1
1

12
12

29
20
19
16

80
78
54
34

··379 .

NU~ber .

Tbta:l

, -',

Arson
Destruction of Property
G~owing Up in Idleness

and Crime
Conspiring to Commit

a Felony

Forgery and Petit Larceny
As~ault and Battery
Rape
Receiving Stolen Property
Enc~uraging Child Delinquency

Charge

" .-:

Petit Larceny
Delinquency
Incorrigibility
Burglary

Stealing and Other
Delinquenc ies

Larceny
Vehicle Taking
Confirmed Truancy

Delinquency, Incorrigibility,
and Truancy

La~ceny and Incorrigibility
Delinquency, Incorrigibility,

and Criminality
Incorrigibility, Licentious

Habits, Indecency, and
Cruelty



o:t'dsrnamed,each containing one of the larger cities and each

fUrnishing ten or more boys. These nine counties contribute

r 48'~1 per bent 'of the caSeS while the other 51. 9 per cent are
~;

ty

, I" i, ,TABLE II

~HE NAMES OF 'THE dOUNTIES ItEPRES'ENT'ED WITH' OVER TEN
,BOYS AND THE NUMBER OF COUNTIES CONTRIBUTING
, EACH NUMBER LESS 'THAN TEN BOYS '

- ..
that Shaw and McKay have found that high delinquency

aper cent is based on one county at eaCh interval.

11

cent of the delinquent boys is greater than the per cent

that the county population would warrant. /fIt is significant

'The County Number of Boys PerCent of Per Centaor
or the in One County Delinquent State Popula

Number of Counties Boys tion'in Coun

Marion 54 14.2 13.1
Lake 50 13.2 8.1
Allen 26 6.6 4.5
V1go 21 5.8 ' 3.1

Vand'erburgh 15 '3.9 3.5
Grant 14 3~6 1.6
Wayne 12 3~2 1.7
Madison 11 2.9 2.6

Delaware 10 2.7 2.1
,2 Co. 9 2.4
2 Co. 8 2.1
1 Co. 7

,

1.8

2 Co. 6 1.6
4 Co. 5 1.3
7 Co. 4 1.1
5 Co. 3 .8

13 Co. 2 05
24 Co. 1 .3

, . 'c

dlst'rthilted throughout sixty'different counties. There were

twenty-three counties not represented. In each case the pe~
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rates adhere to the affected urban areas and do not move with

shifting racial, groups. On this point they say: 'The relative
.

rates 'of delinquents in these 'high rate areas remain more or

less constant ov~raperiod of twenty year..s..;, the nationality

composition of the population changed almost completely in

this interval. As the older national groups moved out of these

areas of first immigrant settlement, the percentage of juvenile

delinquents in these groups showed a constant decrease' ."2 The

cases now in the hands of the probation officers of Terre Haute

show that they came from certain sections of the city. These

sections were: first, along the river extending three blocks

east; second, from Thirteenth to Nineteenth Street and Wabash

Street extending about eight blocks south; third, in the ex

tremenortheast section of the city.

C. Family History of Parents

1. Accepted Weaknesses. The family history may show

both,. he;r.editary and environ~ental influences. Table III gives

tep items, some of which are both hereditary and environmental

influences. The facts given in Table III show that 12.1 per

cent' of the fathers and 2.9 per cent of the mothers have had

criminal records. This leaves a much greater per cent of the

boyscomlng from homes without parents with criminal records.

NO"lt~m shows higher than 22.2 per cent, which is that of

drinking fathers. However, if the dead, separated, and divorced

parents are placed in one group, as a means of showing broken

homes, the data show 57.6 per cent of the parents to be such.

2National Commission on Law Observance and Enforcement,
Report Qn~ Causes of Crime, Vol. I, (1931) p. Ivii.
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'1'ABLEIII'~

HISTqRY OF PARENTS AS TO CRIMINALITY, DRINKING, FEEBLE
MINDEDNESS, EPILEPSY, INSANITY,' TUBERCULOSIS, DEATH,

SEPARATION, DIVORCE, AND PROSTITUTION
, ;'.:'

Item' Number PerCen't's.

Criminal
Father 12.1
M9t her 11 2.9

Drinking
Father 84 22.2

. 'Mothet- 22 5.8

Feeble-minded
'F'ath~r 0
Mother 1 .3

Epileptic
Father 0
Mother 1 .'3

Insane Father 3 .8
Mot,her 1 .3

TUberculosis Father 7 1.8
Mother 5 1~3

Father 63 16.6
Dead Mother 78 20.6

Both 13 '3.3

Separated 31 8.2

Divorced 58 15.5
,'-"

"Prostitute 12 3.2

a,The per cent in this table is based on total number of
cases or 379. cases.

,

Th:~s inf).uence ,i,~,=, in the main, environmental. 'Healy reports

that 49 per c~nt 'of the male recidivists which he studied in

the Cook County Juvenile Court came from broken homes. 3

Breckinridge and Abbott in 1903-'04 in Cook County found that

3Wi11iam Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, De11n~uents and
Criminals (New York: The Macmillan Co., 1926), p. 2 3.
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of 584 delinquent cases 43.3 per cent lived in brokenhomes. 4

. The infl:uences of feeble-mindedness, insanity, and

epilepsy were so few in number that they appear to be negli

gible, but tiThe Kallikak family had among its members three

convicted of felonies, twenty-four of confirmed alcoholism,

and thirty-three of sexual immorality (mostly prostitution)

out of 480 descendants from an illegitimate mating of a

Revolutionary soldier and a feeble-minded woman, while there

were no known criminals among the offsprings of the same

soldier and a normal wife. ,,5 Healy states: "There seems to

be no proof whatever from our extensive material that there

is such.a thing as criminalistic inheritance apart from some

otherwise significant physical or mental trait, which in the

offender, and his forbears, forms the bas is of delinquency. ,,6

Mothers who have been prostitutes were represented by

only 3.2 per cent, which again seems negligible, but Parmelee

states: "It has long been noted that there is a dispropor

tionately high number of persons of illegitimate birth in

prisons and reformatories and among prostitutes ."7

How much each of the items listed in Table III influ-

enced the boys through heredity and how much through environment

4S. P. Breckinridge, and Edith Abbott, The Delinquent
Child and the Home, .(New York: New York Gharities .Publication
Committee, 19l~p. 28.

5Edwin H. Sutherland, Criminology, (Philadelphia and
London: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1924), p. 113.

6cyril Burt, The Individual Delinquent, (Boston: Little,
Brown, and COmp&lY, 1915), p.154.

7Maurice Parmelee, Criminology (New York: Macmillan
Co., 1918), p. 20.
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no~:cme wi11 ever know. Dr. William White, an outstanding··

authorIty' in. ps.ychiatry, voices this opinion when he writes:.

lilt 1s true that many students of heredity believe that all

sorts of mental qualities may be traced direc·tly from the

ancestors. Those physicians, however, who deal with the

problem of mental illness see, on the contrary, these pecu

liarities passed on because, as a part of the child's en

vironment, they are impressed upon it during its development

period. This view has been emphasized because it has been

found possible to largely modify so many personal mental

traits. Heredity as an explanation is therefore looked upon

somewhat askance because it serves to block effort at im-

provement. If a certain trait is hereditary, Why~ that 1 s the

end of it. There is nothing to be done. So frequently,

however, something' can be done that this explanation is being

more and more put as ide as inadequate. 118 From the foregoing

discussion it 1s seen that the past history only gives some

direction towards causative factors of delinquency and that

it must be supplemented. The best supplement, probably, is

that of ease studies such as those which follow in section VI

of this study.

2. Other Items of Family History.

a. Economic Status. The financial status of the

famiiies was, in general, of the lower stratum. Table V gives

data showing that 54.9 per cent, or over one-half, of the ..

families are poor, 16.6 per cent are paupers, and .3 per cent

are destitute; these three items contain 71.8 per cent of the

8W• S. Taylor, Readings In Abnormal PSYChOlOgy and
Mental Hygiene (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1927 , XXXIII,
p. 107.
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families, while only 2.4,per cent were in good financial cir

cumstances. ,Poverty has been given as a cause of delinquency

wherever a list of causes has been stated. Poverty usually

cauBe~:"' e. segregating of~ the class 'and ofteni riec'ess i tates the

absence of both parents from home for long hours during the

day, leaving the children without proper parental control or

g~idance. It is these conditions ~esulting from and accom

pany'ing poverty, rather, than poverty itself, which lead to

delinquency. The per c~nts in Table IV are in close accord

with those given by Breckinridge and Abbott. 9 Facts shown in

Table IV 'point directly at poverty as being a cause of delin

quency, and we hear it said on all sides of ,us that people of

the lower economic positions are much more apt to be arrested

or convicted than are the ,rich. This fact is doubtless true

in the juven ile courts, and, as facts in Table IV suggest,

poverty is" no doubt, a partial ,cause of delinquency.

b. Occupation of Parents • The occupations of the

parents, in ge~era~, wer,e in close accord with the financial

conditions of the families. A compar~son o,f Tables V and VI

with Table IV bears out this fact. The fathers who were labor

ers, dead, or unknovm comprise 62.5 per cent, while a glance
" ',' " .-.

at ,Table IV shows most of the other occupations to be of a

low or mediocre ,level. Although delinquency is found in all

occupations and all professions; yet these data show the more

common occupations to be more heavily represented.

c. Parental Education. The status of school

work completed by the parents is well shown in Table VII,

which shows that 44.7 per cent of the fathers and 44.6 per

98 • R. Breckinridge, and Edith Abbott, .QQ. cit., p. 76
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'FAMILY FINANCIAL STATUS

The remaining

as has been checked by interviews with colored members of the

student body in Indiana State Teachers College. The church

per cent is well distributed throughout the various denomina

tions. One place where the colored boys varied from the en

tire group was at this point. They made up nearly all the

Ba~tlst group. This is true for the colored race in general

cent of the mothers' have finished the eighth grade, with 43.1

per cent of the fathers and 43.3 per cent of the mothers being

either illiterate or just able to read and write. The per

cent of parents who went further than the eighth grade in

school was low. These facts indicate that there is a greater

amount of delinquency among the children of the uneducated

than among those of educated parents.

d. Church Relationship of Parents. Data in Table

VIII show 50.9 per cent of the fathers and 44.1 per cent of

Status Number Per Cent

"-

Poor 208 54.9
F~ir 72 19.0
Pauper 63 16.6
No Record 14 3.6

Good 9 2.4
Moderate 7 1.8
Limited 4 1.1
Average 1 .3
Destitute 1 I .3

-
Total 379 100

:' '.
),. .the mothers to have no church affiliations.
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TABLE V

,OCCUPATION OF FATHERS

Occupation Number Per Cent

Laborer 129 34.0
Dead 64 16.9
Unknown 45 11.9
Ra11rbad 19 5.0

Mechanic 17 4.4
Idle 17 4.4
Farmer 12 3.2
Painter 12 3.2

Truck Driver 9 2.4
Prisoner 7 1.8
Carpenter 6 1.6
Salesman 6 1.6

Electrician 5 1.3
Miner 5 1.3
Janitor 4 1.1
Blacksmith 3 .8

Restaurant Worker 3 .8
Barber 2 .5
Baker 2 .5
Moulder 2 .5

Junkman 2 .5
Store Owner 2 .5
Minister 1 03
Welder 1 .3

Invalid 1 .3
Liquor Dealer 1 .3
Pensioner 1 .3
Assessor's Ottice 1 .3

Total 379 100
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T,ABLEVI

OCCUPATION OF MOTHERS

,I "t

Occupation Number Per Cent
," , "

Housewife 237 I 62.5
Dead 82 21.6
Unknown 28 7.4
Pay Laborer 7 1.8

Laundress 4 1.1
Restaurant Worker 4 1.1
Beauty Parlor Operator 3 .8
Cook 3 .8

Maid 3 .8
Nurse 2 .5
Telephone Operator 2 .5
Priaoner 2 .5

Invalid I .3
Night Watcher I .3

Total 379 100

is an institution that stands for character and spiritual

well-being. ' Contact with the church aids towards these ends,

but about one-half of the homes represented here do not fur

nish this influence on their youth. Church affiliation is no

guarantee against- delinquency.

e. -Nationa1ity.2f Parents. Table IX shows that

66.8'per cent of the parents are Americans. The foreign

element was low, but the belief holds that foreign-born are

more likely to become criminals than native-born. However,

statistics show that the foreign-born are less likely to

commit crime. Since they live mainly in the cities and city
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TABLE VII

EDUCATION OF TH~ PARENTS AS REVEALED BY PREVIOUS SCHOOLING,

School Year Father ' Mother,

Completed Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
,

Illiterate 33 8.6 ,31 8.2
Read and Write 131 34.5 133 35.1
Grade One None None
GrB.de Two None None

Grade Three 3 .8 2 .5
Grade Four 3 .8 3 .8
Grade Five 1 .3 2 .5
Grade Six 2 .5 2 ~5

Gra.cle Seven 2 .5 1 .3
Grade Eight 170 44.7 169 44.6
Grade Nine None None
Grade Ten 4 1.1 5 1.3

Grade Eleven None 2 .5
Grade Twelve 3 .8 9 2.4
College Freshman None None
College Sophomore 1 .3 None

College Junior None None
College Senior 5 1.3 2 .5
No Record 21 5.8 ' 18 4.8

.'

Total 379 100 379 100
.'

crime rate is higher than rural, the prejUdice against the

foreign born has been built up. The second generation of

immigrants come in contact with the courts more often than

do members of the first generation, thus ap)roaching the rate

of native-born whites. The negro has a higher rate of arrests

and commitments than the whites; he had six times as many as

the whites in the nineties, but only two and six-tenths times



21

TABLE VIII

.
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP OF PARENTS

Denomination Number Per Cent
Father Mother Total Father MotheI Total

None 193 167 360 50.9 44.1 47.5
Catholic 41 44 85 10.9 11.5 11.2
Baptist 38 43 81 9.7 11.1 10.7Methodist 23 31 54 6.1 8.2 7.1

Unknown 31 20 51 8.2 5.5 6.7
Christian 11 14 25 2.9 3.4 3.3Church of God 6 10 16 1.6 2.7 2.1
Nazarene 7 8 15 1.8 2.1 2.0

United Brethren 5 9 14 1.3 2.4 1.8
P.resbyterian 4 6 10 1.1 1.6 1.4
Lutheran 4 4 8 1.1 1.1 1.1
Apostolic 3 4 7 .8 1.1 .9

Pilgrim Holy 2 4 6 .5 1.1 .8
Salvation Army, Unknown 2 2 4 .5 .5 .5Mission 2 2 4 .5 .5 .5Adventist 1 2 3 .3 .5 .4

Friends 1 2 3 .3 .5 .4
Bethel 1 1 2 .3 .3 .3
Church of Christ 1 1 2 .3 .3 .3
Menonite 1 1 2 .3 .3 .3

Dunkard 1 1 2 .3 .3 .3
Evangelical 1 1 2 .3 .3 .3
Hearts of Jesus 0 1 1 .3 .1
Mormon 0 1 1 .3 .1

Total 379 379 758 100 100 100

as many from 1910 to 1920. 10 Data used in this thesis do not

uphold this statement concerning the negro, but do agree w~th

the statement about the foreign-born being less likely to come

into contact with the courts.

10Edwln H. Sutherland, Criminology (Philadelphia and
London: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1924), pp. 93-106.
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TABLE IX

THE NATIONALITY OF PARENTS

National,ity Number Pel" Cent

American White 253 66.8
.Am€)rican Negro 79 20.8
Polish 13 3.3
Unknown 11 2.9

Austrian 4 1.1
Italian 3 .8
Slavish 3 .8
Croatian 3 .8

Russian 3 .8
Hungarian 2 .5
Rumanian 2 .5
German 1 .3

English 1 .3
Mexican 1 .3

Total 379 100

E. Personal~.Social Background of the Boys

1. Homes.· The natural and best home for a child

is that with his father and mother. All other homes are more

01" less artificial and thus less congenial. A satisfied and

happy individual has the best chance for proper and full
. .

development. Figures in Table X show that 36.9 pel" cent of

the boys have come from homes which have fathers and mothers,

while the other 63.1 per cent of the boys were less fortunate

in their home relationship. Burt says, II A child from a broken

home or from a home having defective discipline is more likely
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TABLE X

STATUS OF THE HOME OF THE BOYS AT TIME OF COMMITMENT,

Status Number Per Cent

Father and Mother 140 36.9
Father and Stepmother 23 6.1
Stepfather and Mother 33 8.7
Father 30 7.9

Mother 70 18.4
Grandparents 10 2~7
Grandmother 7 1.8
Foster Parents 15 3.9

Special School 5 1.3
Orphanage 21 5.6
Uncle and Aunt 7 1.8
Sister 8 2.1

Brother 2 .5
Aunt 4 1.1
Father and Grandmother 1 .3
Half Sister 1 .3

Cousins 1 .3
Boarding House 1 .3

Total 37'9 100

,to become a criminal than one from a normal home. 11 In study

ing parental condit1.ons of, 7,598 delinquent boys confined in

industrial schools in thirty-one states, Shideler found that
/' " ...,',. ,.'. '.

. ,"

50.7 per cent CaIDf3 from broken homes. 12 A stUdy made in

llcyril Burt, The Y)ung Delinquent (New York: D.
Appleton and Company, 1925 , p. 92.

l2E• H. Shideler, flFamily Disintegration and the Delin
quent Boy, It Journal of illD.erican Institute Criminal Law and
Criminology, Vol. VIII, p. 713.
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St. Louis finds, !lOut of 10,000 delinquent children concerning

whom parental ~onditions were known and who entered the St.

Lou is 'courts during the years 19l6~1920; '51.9 per cent had

both parents living together; 11.5-per cent had parents sepa-
. -

rated or divorced; 25.5 per cent were orphans or half orphans;

11.1 per cent lived with step-parents. 1113 Everything shows

the broken home to be a contributing cause for delinquency.

2. Environment of ~ Boys.

a. Associates. The old saying, If A dog is known by

the company he keeps, II illustrates the fact that we are a

part of all we meet. Table XI shows that only 3.3 per cent

of these boys previous to their coming to the Indiana Boys'

School had good associates and that 50.9 per .cent had bad

associates, while 45.8 per cent were under the influence of

both good and bad. This latter group, no doubt, were influ

enced both for good and for bad, but it was because of the

influence of the bad that they were brought before the courts.

"Some natures remain unsoiled though sunk for years in mud;

others are porous and penetrable, and the grime works into

the grain. It is the personal reaction to a given situation

that makes a man a criminal, not the situation itself. It

is not bad surroundings alone that create delinquency, but

the workings of these bad surroundings on the thoughts and

feeling of a susceptible mind." l4

b. The Y. M. C• .h. and Boy ;3couts. The Y. M. q. A.

and Boy Scouts have a very sm~ll representation in this group

l3George B. Mangold, Problems of Child Welfare (New
York: Macmillan Co. 1924), pp. 406-407.

14Cyril Burt,'.QJ2. cit., p. 179.
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HISTORY OF BOYS AS TO ASSOCIATES, Y.M.C.A., BOY SCOUTS,
SUNDAY SCHOOL, TOBACCO, DRINK,AND ILLEGITIMAOY

TABLE XI

Number Per Cent

Good 13 3.3
Bad 193 50.9
Mixed 173 45.8

Yes 7 ·1.8
No 372 98.2

Yes 13 3.3
No. 366 96.7

Yes 173 45.8
No 206 54.2

Chew 20 5.3
Pipe 8 2.1·
Cigarettes 171 45.6
No 201 47.0

Yes 5 1.3, .

374 98.7No

Yes 10 2.7
No 359 94.6
Unknown 10 2.7

Associates

Item

Illegitimate

a
Some boys. uSed tobacco in more than one waY,which

accounts for the total here being more than 379, but the per
cent', is given for 379 boys.

Boy Scouts

Y.M.C~A

Sunday~SchoOl

Tobaccoa

Drink>

small representation here would signify their success in

achieving their purpose.

c. Sunday School lill£ Church. The Sunday School has

had contact with 45.8 per cent of these boys, as is shown by

asia'shown by Table XI, the former by 1.8 per cent and the

latter by 3.3 per cent. These two organizations have for

their purpose the forming of character and citizenship. Their
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Table XI; yet they were notable to go straight in life.

More attention ,is being given, however, to both the method

and content in Sunday School teaching.

'Table XII shows that 33.5 per cent of the boys were

affiliated with the church. Cooley says, "That church atten

dance and religious observances were generally slighted by

the offenders is proved by the fact that 68.2 per cent of

the total were either irregular in their observances or had

no contact whatever with religious organizations •. The re

mainder or 31.8 per cent were regUlar in their church atten

dance." 15 This statement agrees well with the facts shown

in Table XII.

d. Illegitimacy. An illegitimate child has no

choice in the matter; therefore he should not be chastised

by anyone for his unfortunate birth. However, in the open

ing chapter of his book, The Young Delinquent, Burt shows

how they are sometimes ostracized and driven to delinquency.16

Although Table XI shows that only 2.7 per cent of the boys

are illegitimate, some studies place the illegitimate delin

quents as low as two per cent. Early studies abroad made

much claim for parallelism of delinquency and illegitimacy.17

Illegitimacy as a factor of' delinquency is indirect rather

than: d irect '.

15Edwin J. Cooley, Probation ~ Delinquency (New York:
Thomas Nelson and Son, 1927), p. 89.

16Cyril Burt, The Y)ung Delinquent (New York: D.
Appleton and Company, 1925 , pp. 1-8.

l7William Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, Delinquents
and Criminals, Their Making and Unmaking (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1926), p. 126.
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TABLE XII

THE' CHURCH AFFILIATION OF THE BOYS

Denominat ion Number ' Per Cent

Catholic 37 9.9
Baptist 24 6.2
Methodist 23 6.1
Christian 10 2.7

Church of· God 6 1.6
United Brethren 6 1.6
Lutheran ; 5 1.3
Nazarene 4 1.1

Apostolic 3 .8
Presbyterian 2 .5
Friends 2 .5
Evangelical 1 .3

Dunkard 1 .3
Mormon 1 .3
Pentecost 1 .3
None 253 66.5

Total 379 100

e. Habits. While tobacco and alcohol are known to

be harmful when used to excess, just when one has used enough

to be noticeably affected is hard to establish. Table XI

shows that approximately one-half of the boys used tobacco

and only 2.7 per cent used alcoholic drink. How nearly this

would measure the uses among non-delinquents is not known.

Healy and Bronner are not willing to make definite conclusions

on this topic .18

18William Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, Delinquents
and Criminals, Their Making and Unmaking (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1926), p. 147.
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"Healy subscribes to the opinion of Aschaffenbury that if

alcohol could be completely eliminated there would be an
."

immed~ate reduction in crime by as much as one-fifth, to say

nothing of the effect on subsequent generations.,,19 Healy

did not find alcohol to be amain cause in a single case of

his thousand cases of juvenile delinquency in Chicago, but

that it was a minor, cause in twenty-two cases, wllile tobacco

in excess waS not amain cause in a single case but was a

minor cause in sixty cases. 20

f~ Education. A study of the school grade level

at time of commitment, as ~hown by Table XIII, compar,ed with

the gra.9-e level the child should have been in on the bases.

that he started to school at the age of six years and received

regUlar promotions each year, shows much retardation. The

above plan would place ten-year-olds in grade five; eleven

year-olds in grade six; twelve-year-olds in grade seven;

thirteen-year-olds in grade eight; fourteen-year-olds in grade

nine; fifteen-year-olds in grade ten; and sixteen-year-olds

in grade eleven. A comparison shows 75 per cent of the ten

year-olds to be retarded, and 25 per cent to be normal; 81.8

per cent of the eleven-year-olds to be retarded, 13.5 per cent

to be normal, and 2.7 per cent to be accelerated; 75 per cent

of the twelve-year-olds to be retarded, and 25 per cent to

be normal; 89.6 per cent of the thirteen-year-olds to be

retarded, 7.8 per cent to be normal, and 1.6 per cent to be

accelerated; 88.4 per cent of the fourteen-year-olds to be

19Edwin H. Sutherland, Criminology (Philadelphia and
London: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1924), p. 175.

20 (William Healy, The Individual Delinquent Boston:
Little, Brown, and Co., 1915), p. 138.
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TABLE XIII

SCHOOL GRADE AT TIME OF SENTENCE

",

School Age
GrEl.de Ten Eleven Twelve Thirteen Fourteen Fifteen Sixteen
One 1 1
Two 3- 3 2 1 1
Thre,e 14 6 7 4
Four 12 11 7 6 3 2
Five 10 10 17 13 8 7
Six 5 12 21 14 8
Seven 15 13 23 27
Eight 1 5 13 20 4
Nine 1 7 25 3
Ten 1 8 1
Eleven' ; 2
Twelve 1

Total 40 37 60 64 69 100 9

retarded, 10.2 percent to be normal, and 1.4 per cent to be

accelerated; 90 per cent of the fifteen-year-olds to be re

tarded, 8 per cent to be normal, and 2 per cent to be accel

erated; 88.9 per cent of the sixteen-year-olds to be retarded,

and 11.1 per cent to be accelerated. Healy believes that this

retardation is a cause of delinquency, but he says he also

believes that one needs to analyze the boy's school surrounding

before making a de,c is lon, as he will find this retardat ion to

be closely tied up with other casual relations. 21

g. Intelligence Quotients. The I.g's.in Table

XIV are the results qbtained by the Stanford-Binet system•.

They Show that in intelligence 54.5 per cent of the boys were

below normal; 35.5 per cent were normal; 10 per cent were

above normal when using 90 to 110 as the normal score, which

21William 1 it 81Hea y, QQ. _c__ ., p. •
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TABLE XIV

INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF THE BOYSa

Intelligence Quotients Number Per Centb

Below 70 29 8.2
70-74 29 8.2
75-79 39 11.1
80-84 40 11.4

85-89 55 15.6
90-94 52 14.8
95-99 29 8.2

100-104 24 6.8

105-109 20 5.7
110-114 18 5.1
115-119 5 1.4
120-124 5 1.4

125-129 4 1.2
130-134 1 .3
135-139 1 .3
t40-144 c 1 .3

Total 352 100

~he I.Q.'s of twenty-seven boys were not given.
bTheper cent is" based on' 352 boys.

is the accepted standard for this test. Healy and Bronner

find in a study of 1,625 deiinquEmt boys in Boston that they

range inI.Q."s~ from forty-four to 136, with the normal

curve of distribution being followed very closely. The median

was ninety instead of 100 as would be expected with normal

boys. The Stanford-Binet tests were used as criteria. Healy

and Bronner consider this finding reliable because sixteen is
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the age considered as adult mental age. 22 The large per cent

in this that were below normal and the same in Table XIV lead

to the' general belief" that low mentality and delinquency run

parallel •. However, we need to watch our conclusions. "A

little reflection upon ~he fact that individuals mentally

normal, some even very bright, are misdoers for reasons quite

apart from matters of mental capacity and that many feeble-
•• I

minded people live dece~tly and do their work in the world

very well, should indicate how necessary it is to cultivate

knowledge concerning causations of delinquency ."23 Again
'.

"The'part that intellectual handicap plays in delinquency is

certainly not of the importance once attributed to it. The

~reaterproportion of delinquents are of normal mental

capacity•. In fact some of our most serious delinquents are

of distinctive superior ability. Mental disease plays a

very small ~ole, but recognition of such cases is exceedingly

important for diagnosis and treatment. Abnormal personality

is a more usual finding, children of this type showing a

predominant and ,stubborn tendency to deve10~ delinquent careers

thro~gh inability to, conform, or to find tht;:lir satisfaction."24

h. ,Ph;ysica1 Condition. Table XV shows that 85.2

per cent of theboy~ were considered to be in good physical

condition, with 13.7 per cent as fair, while only .8 per cent

22Wil1iam Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, QQ. cit.,
pp. 153-155.

23
William Healy, liThe Practical Value of Scientific

Study of Juvenile Delinquents," U. S. Children's Publication
No. 96 p. 20.

24
White House Conference on Child Health and Protection,

~ D'elingue'llt Child, IV, C-2 (1932), p. 29.
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TABLE XV

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE BOYS

.
Condition Number Per. Cent

Good 323 85.2

Fair 52 13.7

Poor 3 .8

Good Except Eyes
..

1 .3

Total 379 100

were considered in poor condition physically. These findings

place little or no value on phys lcal oondition as an index to

delinquency. When one considers those about him, he finds

few who would be classed in poor phys ical condition. "Im

portant as are these possible physical factors, there is

danger in over emphasis upon them. Not only are many delin-

quents in thoroughly good physical condition, but also, we

are 'aware of an extensive amount of physical difficulty in
I.. ~ ':,

that portion of the population that is not delinquent. Deeper,
, "

more ominous and more significant is the child's attitude

about the phys'ical disabil1ty'.·i.25;

i. Height-Welght-~. The ages included in this

study range from ten to sixteen. One boy who was twenty-nine

days past sixteen was included within this group age.

Table XIII shows a gradual increase in the number of cases

25White House Conference on Child Health and Protection,
QQ. cit., pp. 28-29.
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for each year up to the age of fifte~n, then a sudden drop.

In this there is no significance as there were only nine
, ,

cases it:lage fifteen; however, age fifteen has been found to
, , .

be the peak'fpr jUV~niledelinquency.26

Although height-weight-age is not a sure sign of

normality or of abnormality, it is an indication of such.

At any time an indiv;ldual differs from the normal group to

any great extent, he must go through an adjustment process

from which one can never be sure that anyone is going to

come out adjusted •

The graphs on height-weight-age are based upon tables

of normal height-weight-age taken from McLester,27 these

have been graphed upon the graphs of the data taken from the

record cards. Graphs for ages ten and fifteen are shown, but

the other ages are similar. These graphs show that for each

age the boys of the lower weights are taller than normal,

and the boys of the higher weights are shorter than the normal

height. This again shows a deviation from normal physical

development but a very complex condition. "For the inter

pretation of physical, c,anditions as the cause of delinq,.uency

in any given case, we allaloz:tg insist on the' close scrutiny

of them as" related to other ,poss ible' causes. Discovery of

the poor nutrition or defective eye sight of an offender does

26S • P. Breckinridge, and Edith Abbott, The Delinquent
Chil~ ~ ~~ (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1912),
p. 2 •

27
J. S. McLester, Nutrition and Diet in Health and

Disease (Philadelphia and London: W. S. Sanders Co., 1931),
p. 267.
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not mean that either of, these ,conditions should necessarily

be regarded as the responsible factor. But in massing the

collected facts, conclusions of great interest emerge."28

'Heaiy'and Bronner make the statement, '!Delinquency

has definite age correlations. Misconduct tendencies may

begtn very early; access ions to the ranks of delinquency

increase rapidly from the ages of nine or ten years. ,,29 It

is the task of society to prevent this increase.

j. Arrests and Convictions. Many of the boys

had been arrested more than once before they were convicted,

as is shown in Table XVI. Only 33.2 per cent were committed

upon the first arrest, while 66.8 per cent were arrested

more than once. This shows that being brought before the law

exerted little influence on the boys in keeping them out of

the hands of the law. Data set forth in Table XVII show

that even conviction was not enough to stop delinquent acts.

There were 25.6 per cent of the boys who had been convicted

before, one boy as many as nine times before. Arrests and

conviction are not c.auses of delinquency, but are the results

of 'ft. ' They do show persistency in delinquency. "Practically

all confirmed criminals begin their careers in childhood or

early youth. The fact or this remarkable early development

of a definite tendency towards criminality was soon clear to

us, both through observable trends in young offenders, and

through the life histories of older delinquents. Experienced

penologists all verify the fact of extremely early beginning. 1l30

29William Healy, and Augusta F. Bronner, QQ. cit., p. 207.

30William Healy, QQ. ill., p. 10
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RECORD OF CONVICTIONS OF THE BOYS

TABLE XVI

253

More Than OneOne

126

TJ\,BLE XVII

RECORD OF ARRESTS OF THE BOYS

1. Place Qf Commitment. There were ten different

places where the crimes were committed, but the school held

first place. It furnished 51.2 per cent of the cases, or a

little more than one-half of them. The boys spend from eight

to ten months per year in school, which is from 66.7 per cent

to 83.3 per cent of their time. On this basis, they committed

Number of Boys

Times Convicted One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight Ten

Number of Boys 283 37 29 10 9 5 3 2 1

Times Arrested

k. Migratory Effects. Table XVIII shows that 21.9

per cent of the boys were born in other states and later came

to Indiana. The differences in laws may account for a part

of them becoming delinquent, but more probably their becoming

delinquent is .due to their having to become adjusted to a new

community with its new social standards. From either of these

points of view it shows thatmigration contributes to delin

quency.
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TABLE XVIII

BOYS BORN OUT OF THE STATE

(

State Number Per Centa
-

c

Kentucky 28 7.5
Illinois 13 3.3
Michigan 7 1.8
Tennessee 6 1.6

Alabama. 5 1.3
Georgia 3 .8
Iowa 3 .8
Arkansas 2 .5

Kansas 2 .5
Mississ ipp1 2 .5
Missouri 2 .5
Pennsylvan ia 2 .5
Montana. 2 .5
Nebraska 1 .3
New York 1 .3
Louisiana 1 .3

Oklahoma 1 .3
Washington 1 .3
Florida 1 .3

Total 83 21.9

aaased on 379 cases.

less delinquent acts during school than otherwise. The other

items in Table XIX show that the greater per cent of delin-

quency occurred when the boys were not bUsy. This points

to the conclusion that leisure leads to delinquency.
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., ;TABLE XIX

WHEN QRIMEWAS COI~ITTED

, --- -
Circumstance Number Per Cent

.

School 194 51.2
TI'Uant 70 18'.4
Idle, 39 10.6
Vacation 36 9.4

Working' 24 6.2
Special School 2 .5
Home 5 1.3
Had Run Away 6 1.6

Orphan's Home 2 .5
Expelled from School 1 .3

Total 379 100

. -, ,",'



:III. CASE STUDIES

A. Bob, a Case of Stealingl

Family History: Bob is the ?nly child in the home.

His father and mother are divorced. His first stepfather

is dead, but his mother married again four months ago. The

mother and stepfather seem to be much interested in the child.

The home is in a fair section of Terre Haute. The boy has

always lived in this city. Everything in the home is nice

and clean. The mother and stepfather were clean and well

dressed when the writer called. The father is still living

and the boy is allowed to see him.

School History: Bob attends the Fairbanks School

where he is well-liked by his teachers. He does not do as

well in school as some children and has failed of promotion

on two occasions. The mother lays this to his poor health,

but the teachers claim it is due to lack of interest and

ability. He is inclined to loaf in school but is easily

influenced by praise, which the teacher often gives; then

he works well for a while.

Special Abilities and Disabilities: Bob has no special

likes or dislikes in school. He is a great lover of the

picture show. He is fond of chickens and animals such as he

has on the farm where he spends some time with his uncle.

He likes to play the usual games at school. He is apparently

as well-satisfied to play games where both boys and girls

partake as where only boys play.

IThe names in these cases are fictitious.

39
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. , fersonality: Bob is a boy of rather odd and queer

appearance, not';'what would be called good-looking. Athome

he ,has always been much humored.' He gave no trouble until

he was eleven years of age. His te'acher s aid that he has

stubborn spells, but that she has always been able to con

quer him. He Is more a follower than a leader among his

boy companions.'

Health: Bob had a severe case of sickness when he

was six months old. Until that time. he was a healthy child.

During this early sickness, which was head trOUble, his

mother noticed his tongue was swollen and asked the doctor

concerning it. He replied that it was caused by the strong

medicine which he was forced to give the child. Since this

early sickness Bob has had most of the children's diseases.

The last one was the whooping cough, from which he has not

fUlly recovered although that has been over a year ago.

Whenever he takes a cold, he still coughs as though he has

the whooping cough. He is very nervous.

Disciplinary Record.: Bob is now twelve years of age,

and until he was eleven he gave no trouble. He has always

liked to attend the motion picture shows and of late he

started taking money Which had been given him for the school

bank to"' 'usefor shows. His mother said that later he began

to go to the show and stay out late at night. At first she

told no officer about it but went out and hunted him herself,

but later she found it necessary to report him to the police.

She stated that she hated to do this but thought it best for

the boy as she was unable to get him to obey. His record
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sfncethat i time follows.

-OrtJanuary; 4, 1933 Bob was reported to the police

by hiS :mother. He had stolen some money from home and in

steadof going to school had gone to a show. The police

put him in the Friendly Inn. The probation officer went
-

to the Inn atld -talked to the boy, who promised to do better.

The probation officer made an investigation of the home and

found it to be a good home with a mother who was interested

in the b'Jy and was doing what she could for him. His grand

mother was sick in the home at this time, which caused the

mother to be very bUSy. After the investigation, the boy

was taken home but was required to report at the office each

Saturday.

On January 19 he stole one dollar from his mother.

He was taken aga.in to the Friendly Inn where he was left

until Monday when he was taken to school and again required

to report each Saturday. He was very good until on June 15

when he stole $1.65 from his mother and went to the show.

He also stayed out late at night. He was found and taken

home again. - On June 21 his grandmother dropped one dollar

on the floor. Bob found the money which he used to go to a

Show and did not come home. His mother started out and

found him asleep in atla1.ltomobile at 2: 30 o' clock in the

morning. She 'called the probation officer the next forenoon.

Bob had been dismissed just two weeks but could not stand

the freedom.

On July 3 he stole his stepfather's watch and tried

to sell it but was caught by the police and put in the
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F.~ien~ly Inn. On JUly 5 the probation officer went to the

Inn and took th~ boy home to attend his grandmother's funeral.
,

Bob was in the house less than an hour before he stole a

lady's pocket-book containing seven dollars and ran away with

out attending the funeral. The next day he was caught and

put lnthe Friendly Inn. He still had $3.00 of the stolen

money. On July 13 during the noon hour, while his mother was

working in the kitchen, he pried the back off the radio and

took $40.00; then he ran off up town. He was soon caught and

had spent only thirty-five cents. He was placed in the Friendly

Inn for one week, and, upon his promise to be good, was taken

back to his mother. On JUly 22 he again stole; this time it

was thirty cents from a lady Visiting in his mother's home.

He was again put in the Friendly Inn where he was kept until

July 31 at which time he was paroled to his uncle on a farm

south of the city.

Bob seems satisfied on the farm and to date has been

good. He says he likes it there, and he shows a great interest

in the chickens and pet rabbits.

Diagnosis: Bob has lived with his father and mother

who did not agree. This unsatisfactory home environment was

aggravating to his nature as he was a very nervous child. He

has lived with two stepfathers which is seldom agreeable to

a child. Changes of this type usually cause inconsistent con

trol and unstaple supervision. Most children are jealous of

their mother's love and this no doubt has affected Bob. These

unsettled conditions together with his fondness for shows

naturally lead him to seek a picture show where he could loose



h+m~elf in anenvlronment which he enjoyed. Each time that

hecwas able to gratify his desire in this way he could do the
,

same thing the next time easier.~he habit grew a natural

growth and Bob became· a slave to the act of stealing and going

to the picture show. Bob needs to form regular habits of

sleeping .and eating. He needs a closer companionship with

his mother. She should take him to the picture show and see

that he is made to feel that his mother is his true friend.

B. Bud, a Case of Intoxication

Family History: Bud is a fifteen-year-old boy. His

parents are German. His father is dead and his mother is

married again. Bud has four sisters older than himself. Two

sisters are married. Bud lives with one of his married sisters

as he arid his stepfather do not agree. The mother seems to

have little interest in the boy. The home, in a poor district

of Terre Haute, is very meagerly furnished, poorly kept, and

dirty. Members of the family were very unclean and unkempt

when the writer called. The stepfather is a day laborer.

The mother is reported by the boy's teacher to be unstable.

The 'teacher thinks the boy has good in him which he has got

from his father •.

School History: Bud is not a very capable pupil in

s~hool. He is now in the sixth grade at the Crawford school.

Formerly he lived in the country near Riley, where he attended

school. His teacher says he likes to be praised and is always

ready to do errands for her. She often has him do police

duty on the playground, a job which he likes very much. Bud

does not like to be crossed in his belief; so, when told that
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he has'a problem wrong, he will talk back to his teacher. He

was sent home- once for this act. He often sleeps in school

and is never disturbed by his teacher when asleep.

Special Abilities and Disabilities: Bud likes arith

metic best of 'all his school subjects, but his teacher says

that he has special ability in English. She has tried to get

him 'to develop this ability, but he will not do so. He is a

boy who likes to play the usual games at school. When asked

if he had any dislike for playing games in which girls play,

he replied that he always felt that if they wanted to play,

all right, and if not, all right, that it did not make any

difference to him. He is especially interested in boxing,

in which he is now taking lessons -at the boat house. He also

likes to be on the farm, especially during harvest time. Bud

frequently goes to Chicago with truckers and is gone for a

week at a time. He is a leader among his boy companions,

but he is not a bully; therefore he is not disliked by the

smaller boys.

Personality: Bud is a heavy set boy of medium height.

When he talks he will look'one straight in the eye. He has a

good countenance., Bud is stubborn at times and when his

opinion 1s questioned he resents ltvery much. He is able

to gain and to hold the respect of the smaller boys at school.

The teachers classify him as a lovable boy which everyone likes.

Health: Bud has never been sick.

Disciplinarx Record: Bud has a good school record in

discipline with the exception of the few cases sighted above.

Out of school he has had trouble but one time. One Sunday
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on January 15,1933, he and two. other boys planned to get

drunk a~~;\'h.a.ye;·~.'g90d time •.. Bud was Jthe, leader in <'the pro'"

j~ct. 'He :eecuredthe .~'liquor, and the three boys were so'on so

much under its influence that they began to disturb the peace.

They were reported to the police, who put him in jail at the

hospital ward by 'himself as he was too drunk to be put in the

Friendly Inn. .He was left there until he became sober, which

took until Tuesday noon. The probation officer then gave

him a good lecture. Bud promised that if he were paroled

he would stay sober, attend school regularly, go to Sunday

School and' church and report to the probation officer each

Saturday at ten A.M. for one year. These things he did so

well for six months that he was then excused from further

reporting.

Bud told the writer that he' did not intend to get

drunk again. ,He said that it made him so sick and that it

would interfere with his boxing. Then, too, he said that he

did not have the good time which he·had been expecting. Bud

stated that he was willing to advise any boy not to use in

toxicating liquor. The writer believes that, under reason

ably good. environment', the boy will make a good citizen.

Diagnosis: Bud ,is a boy at the age which wants to

see. aotion and to have experiences. He is at the age at which

boys like to do the things which they think are manly. His

home conditions being such that he is not held under restraint

and his living in a community where he sees much life which

is not uplifting are two factors which have caused the boy to

take the wrong road. Place Bud in a good home in a good

community and his case will be cared for.
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O. Fped, ai Oase of Truancy

Family' History:. Fred lives in a home of very meager
,

circumstances in Terre Haute.·,· He comes from a family of eight

children, being the sixth child. The family lived in Paris,

Illinois, until five years ago when they moved to Detroit,

Michigan, where they stayed only five weeks. They then moved

to Terre Haut.e, where they have lived in the same community

since that time. Fred's parents are a shiftless type of

people. They seem to care for their children but can not

look far into the future for the welfare of the children.

When the writer called in the home, these words were spoken

by the mother: "Fred is old enough to work, and I think that

he should help his father earn the living. I have eight

children and that is too many for their father to have all

the living to make. I had to work when I was a girl and he

is no better than I was. I plowed corn and worked in the

field. Of course, I could not do that now, II etc. This shows

her attitude. The father is a man who does all kinds of work

such as painting, hanging paper, concrete work, furnace re-

pairing, and the like. The older boys help him and contri

bute to.the support of the family. The children have all

quit school by 1;.he time they reached about the sixth grade •

.Wanderlust has been a characteristic of the family. The father

has a brother whose family has always been a source of trouble

to the attendance officer, who says that they are a degen

erate family. She has given Fred things which the mother

claimed that he would have to have before he could go to school;

these things were given to relatives.
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.'" SchocH Histotv: Fred is fift~en years old and in the

seventh2 grade' at the Woodrow Wilson Junior High School. He

did not dislike school until the last two years. For the

lastltwoyearsfhls attendance was poor, but it gradually got

worse. One teaCher reported that during the IEtstwinter Fred

was in his class so few times that he waS unable to classify

Fred. Fred never was a good student in school. He says that

he has no subject or teacher which he likes or dislikes but

that they just are. His early schooling was gained at Paris,

Illinois. but he and his mother both said that they liked the

schools of Terre Haute as well as those in Paris.

Special Abilities ~ Disabilities: Fred was unable

to tell of any thing which he especially liked or disliked

in school subjects. His mother said his special ability was

sleeping late in the morning. The teachers reported that he

seemed to have no interests. He seems to be willing just to

be and, of late, not to be if being meant to be at school.

When asked about his play, he stated that he did not like to

play any kind of a game. When asked about fishing and hunt

ing, he said that he liked those sports.

PersonalitI: Fred has a rather dark complexion and

1s rather tall'and s11m. He is a nice-looking boy with a

keen voice and 1s not at all backward. Fred looks one in the

eye and talks freely. The boy shows signs of leadership,

proof of which statement will be shown later. He is the type

that is able to say one thing but do another, as is shown by

his record.

Health: Fred sleeps well and eats well. He has had
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some! sickness but no severe cases. His 'mother, claims that

he ,has El. goiter, 'but the attendance officer stated that two

physic1answere unable to find any signs of a goiter. He

had had'most Of the common children t s diseases.

Disciplinary Record: Fred has been irregular' in

school ·attendanceforthe last two years. This irregularity

became more and more pronounced until about last Thanksgiving

it seemed his school attendance had almost entirely ceased.

He would be forced back to school by the officials but would

soon be absent again. After the first of the year he refused

to go to school, So the probation officer took over the case.

It was reported to him by the attendance officer. Fred was

put in the Friendly Inn; ten days later he was released and

ordered to attend school regularly. Twenty days later he was

reported as not attending school, and the probation officer

found that he had been in school only twenty-three days with

in the last five months. Fred bragged at this time to some

of the boys that he was going to tryout that new gang down

at the courthouse. At this time when taken to court he

claimed that he had been helping his parents move, but the

attendance officer found this was not true. Fred acted very

ugly when taken by the probation officer. Four days later

when he was taken before the judge, he promised to attend

school, a promise which he soon broke. He ran off and went

back to Paris with another boy. Since they stayed with some

relatives who soon became tired of them they had to come back.

The attendance officer was told by the principal of the school

that Fred was a detriment to the school so they ceased to make
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him go. This had a' bad influence on some of the others, who

said, "Fred is not here and they do not do anything about it,

so why'should I have to come?"

Fred stated that he did not know whether he would go

to school this fall or not. His mother said that she did not

think that he would as he should work and help earn the living.

Both were very indifferent.

Diagnosis: Truancy from school has been a family

characteristic, and Fred has caught the spirit. It may be

an inherited weakness of will but influences of environment

have been the main cause for Fred's actions. If Fred could

have grown up in a family with a mother who believed in the

schools and in sending her children to school, he would not

have been a truant.



IV. CONCLUSIONS

,
,A. Causes of Delinquency.

1. Stealing is the delinquent act which occurs

most often.

2. Homes with drinking parents foster delinquency

among the youth.

3. The broken home is an outstanding cause of

delinquency.
I . I

4. Poverty is both a direct and an indirect cause

of delinquency.

5. Bad associates lead boys to become delinquents.

6. Retardation in school should be regarded more

as a sign of other causes of delinquency than as a cause with

in itself.

7. Boys with low I.Q's. are more often delinquent

than are either normal boys or boys with high I.Q's.

8. Illegitimacy is an indirect rather than a direct

cause of delinquency.

9. Migration is a contributing factor to del in-

quency.

10. Certain unfavorable or degrading community

conditions are causes of delinquency_

B~ Findings Concerning Delinquency.

1. Delinquency has its beginning in early youth

and is persistent in its nature.

2. The physical condition of the boys is not

shown to be a cause of delinquency_

50
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3. Delinquent conduct may exhibit itself in a

number of acts and combination of acts.

4; Criminality is not inherited.

5~ There is more delinquency among families whose

fathers are day laborers than in families where the fathers

are engaged in any other occupation.

6. Adult education will be a long stride toward

decreasing delinquency.

7. The influence of the church in preventing

delinquency is inconsiderable.

8. The foreign-born are not delinquent in as

high a ratio as are the native-born.

9. The Y.M.C.A. and the Boy Scouts have few boys

who are delinquents but their memberships are also few in

number.

10. Many boys who have become delinquents have

attended Sunday School.

11. Many factors are associated with each delin

quency case each of which is different from every other case.

12; One should not try to diagnose a case of

delinquency from outward signs only.

13. Social environment needs to be controlled in

order to decrease the number of cases of delinquency.
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C. Summary

,The analysis of the data of this study shows that

this environment contains both positive and negative factors

of delinquency. In a study of the conclusions one striking

fact stands out in bold relief--the fact of multiple deter

mination. Crime is traceable to no single universal source.

It comes from a multiplicity of alternative and converging

influences. Those who direct the educational program need

to make an analysis of the causes of delinquency. They

must then endeavor to devise methods which will cope with

these causes in a manner that will place the youth in an

environment with fewer cases of maladjustment.
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B. :Sample of Data Cardl

, , - -
,

Times ,

County" Convicted Tobacco

Charge Trade Cigarettes

Date of Mental
Sentence Condition Drink

Born Physical Illegitimate
Condition

.Age Education I.Q •

ParentFs-Age - -

Height Church at Birth

Age as to
Weight Associates Other Children

Sunday Previous Home
Occupation School City, Town, Rural

When Crime Dominant
~

Was Committed Y.M.C .A. Industry

-- - --Arrested
Before Boy Scout

-
1
This shows the front side, the back side is shown on the

next page.
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PARENTS FATHER MOTHER
-
Step Parents Stepfather Stepmother

Occunation -
Nationality

Education ---
Church -
Pec. CQ.n. 1 - .
Criminal

r

Drink

Feeble-MiAded -
Epileptic

Insane

Consumptive . -
Prostitute

Pauper .
Separated .
Dead

Livin;:z: To;:z:ether

.....-

Ipecuniary Condition.
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