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. CHAPTER I

STATEMENT OF THE PH OBLEM

The present age is one of challenges and questions. It

seeks to know the reasons, the Whys, and where~ores. Our

institutions, our laws, rules, and regulations are thoroughly

, examined to determine their justice and Wisdom; the great

principles of religion, gover~ent, and education are care

fUlly scrutinized so that we sometimes feel that respect
r

for tradition and past arrangements h~e disappeared.

In the field of education, this spirit of questioning

abounds and the "Battle of Books," Which was fought in the

time of Dean Swift is still raging on many a scholastic battle

field. The value of a higher education, of the classics, and

of higher mathematics, is being discussed over and over again.

We demand that educational traditions be placed upon t~e in

teilectual scales and be carefully weighted and tested. The

curricula of our high schools and colleges, the reqUirements

for "graduation, and the value of various type70f college work

are receiving very careful consideratio.n and many radical state

metit~ are made implying that we must break away from tradition

if our schools inc~ease in effiCiency and usefulness. This

conditiori·is Wholesome and it causes us to consider very care

fully the mooted questions which we hear on every side. Since

there is no perfect institution, our schools k").1s:t ~J~W!'l-:rs be on

.,,.': ...,: r: ,/: -S' Y./~ T;:-
J"'I" : : :.. •• _ ••

7,,:' .:::"j-._:./~ f.:: ~.:



improvements whenever' they seem wise ,and necessary.

What is the general opinion of graduate students concerning

. -
the alert, and .61gb the criticisms of the general public to

who~they owe their life. Life means growth, development,

and change; only dead things are fixed and stable. Our educa

tional in~titutions will best serve their purpose by making

.
Has the writer profited by the work?

Some time ago the writer found himself in a group of

graduate students who were discussing the value of the require

ments for the master's degree, and especially the thesis require

ment. The sentiment of the group seemed to be that the thesis

required long hours of investigatio~ and a considerable financial

sacrifice, and that it was of little value when it was produced.

It was "filed away among the stacks of musty manuscripts which

had been submitted during the long years of the institutions."

The material they contained was considered of little value and

they were rarely referred to by college students or instructors.

"Would it not be better, It one asked, "to require the candi

date.of the master's degree to spend the time required for thesis

writing in class work?" If thesis writing is of little value

there is no justification for its demand by an institution of

higher learning.

the thesis and its value?

What is the expense involved? Would the class work be as much

or more beneficial? Is the knowledge and skill acquired in

writing a t~esis worth while? Would it be well for our college

to abolish the thesis requirements? These questions and perhaps

numerous others come to our mind and demand an answer.

,

I ~.

'i.
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The purpose of this thesis is -to endeavor to answer the

above questions, to report the results of a careful, impaTtial

investigation which has been made among the persons who have

received their master's degrees from Indiana state Teachers,

College. The canclus,ions which are drawn apply more parti

cularly to the above named institution since the information

came from its former students.



CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF OTHER INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING

THESIS REQUIREMENTS

The questions of the value of the thesis requirements is by

no means new. Many investigations have been made by leading

.'educators concerning some phases of this study.

A study by Frasier, Dellinger, and Noyer,l shows that, of

thirty-four leading teachers colleges of America, twenty-four

require a thesis as part of the work for the master's degree,

three do not require the thesis and seven make the thesis

optional. A more complete survey of these colleges will be

found in Table I.

The above study has the following conclusions:

"A thesis which may be of the research, expository, critical,

or creative type should be a requirement and may be counted for

credit toward the degree. The main purpose should be to encourage

thec~ndidate,touse independently and constructively the inform

ation, skills, and powers with which he has become acquainted and

to furnish objective evidence of his ability to utilize them.

Other means besides'a thesis may in certain cases, serve this

purpose, but, as a rule, the thesis, when completely directed,

and thrown into form, acceptable for pUblication represents

the best possible means of attaining the objectives indicated."

1
,G. W. Frasier, o. P. Dellinger, Ralph Noyer, Committee

Report on Graduate Study to American Association of Teachers
Colleg~'i7,193'1.. Sixteenth' Yearbook. pp.95-96.-
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TABLE I

THESIS REQUIREMENTS FOR MASTER'S DEGREE

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Thesis requirements

x

x

x

x

x

Required Optional Not required

Western KentuckY':state
Teachers College

School o£ .Education,
Boston University

state Teacher.s College,
Montclaj,r, N. J.

Name o£ institution

Colorado state College
o£ Education

~ . " ..
State. College £or

Teachers, Albany, N. Y.

College of Education,
Butler

Ball state Teachers
College

School of Education,
Northwestern

western state College o£
Colorado

Indiana State Teachers
College

Kansas State Teachers
College

Fort Hays, Kansas state
Teachers College 5

Kansas state Teachers
College, Pittsburg

College o£ Education,
U. o£ Wichi ta



Name of institution

6.

TABLE I (Continued)

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Required Optional Not required

College of Education,
Ohio University, Athens

- .

College of Education,
·U. of Cincinnati

School of Education,
College of New
York City

Teachers College
Columbia University

school of Education
New York University

East Carolina Teachers
College, Greencastle

Teachers College,
U. of Akron

\

THESIS REQUIREMENTS FOR MASTER'S DEGREE

Thesis requirements

Rhode Island College of
Education x

George Peabody College
for Teachers'

Kent State University,
Kent, Ohio

School of Education,
Miami University

School of Education
Duquesne Un1v~rsity

West Texas State Teachers
,ColJ,ege

Ross State Teachers College,
!l'exas

. ,

s:' ' ., ,. ' ..
~,!s~;;.~e.:x.,a.~,S:tate . Te.achers

.-'CO'llege'-"~ ;4,:":':""

'I
./

t

"

"
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TABLE I (Continued)

THESIS REQUIREMENTS FOR MASTER'S DEGREE

2
E. E. Ramsey, Report!!!..!. Study ~ American Association

of Teachers Colleges, 1936.

Thesis requirements

24

~equired Optional Not required

Total

North Texas state
xTeachers College

Sam Huston State
Teachers College x

Southwest Texas State xTeachers College

School of Education,
xUniversity of Utah

The stout Institute x

Name of institution

Mr. E. E. Ramse~ of Indiana State Teachers College has

gleaned the information from his study that of twenty-eight

colleges, seventeen require the master's thesis, while nine

make it optional. The amount of credit which is allowed for

this work varies from five to twelve quarter hours. The,mean

amount of credit is four and seven-tenths semester hours.

Among colleges giving the stipUlated amount of credit, the mean

is two to six semester hours. Taking the mean of these two

ranges, it is shown t~at the amount of credit earned by the one

plan differs but little from that earned by the other.

.,

I~
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Taken from: .Haggerty and Works, "Certificates and Degrees Granted by Higher
Institutions which were Accredited by N. C. A. in 1936-1937.

TABLE II

4.4

I

2.3

3.5 _

3.4

·2.4

16.7

No
answer

1.1

2.3

2.4

•.~' .

Thesis
required

except for
Education

Major

3.4

6.7

30.0

Depends of
the

department

4.9

6.8

20.0

20.0

33.3

13.5

33.3

17.2

Thesis
optional

78.6

50.0

50.0

79.3

90.3

88.6

68.9

66.7

6

3

45

89

44

29

10

41

Total

Privately
controlled

THESIS RECUIRElif1ENTS FOR THE. J'EASTER I S DEGREE

Publicly
controlled

PUblicly
controlled

Publicly
controlled

Priva.tely
controlled

Publicly
.controlled

Total

Total

. Number of Thesis
Type of institutlon institutions required

Universities Privately
\. controlled

Colleges

Teachers
Colleges

.
OJ



It will be noted that Table two gives thesis requirements

of different types of colleges and universities. If the

institutions are c0n,sidered separately, by types, the following

situation is found in the teacher college group. Sixty-eight

percent of the master's degrees were granted by institutions which

require a thesis. In the college group, sixty-three percent were
3·' ... .

.:. .JIlJpt ....Haggerty and G. A. Works , Certificates ~ Degrees
Granted'~Higher Institutions which were Accredited ~ the
Eorth CeIit"ralAssoclaflon § "I936-37.~rt II, pp. 3I=3~

..
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granted by institutions which require a thesis; and in the

university group, only forty-two percent were granted by

institutions requiring a thesis. Complete information concern

ing these group~ is given in Table II.

walton. 4 In forty-four institutions of our list, a thesis

or dissertation is required for the master's degree. In five

of the larger universities the 'thesis is not required by all

departments. In one institution two plans are available--

one which requires a thesis and one that does not. In the first

case, twenty semester hours of work are carried along a com

prehensive, supervised plan of research which leads to the thesis.

In the other plan, course work amounts to six semester hours,

half of which are strictly graduate courses. No thesis is

required. In another school a summary course or laboratory

course of research type,'may be sUbstituted for the thesis.

In general, the thesis must show ability to think independ

ently, and to carry forward a specific problem to its logical or

scientific solution. It is not necessary that the thesis be

a basically original piece ot research. It must be presented

in good form::at1d. in good Inglillh.

Brandenburg.5 , Of the twenty schools from which the committee

made a survey, all but four require a thesis. A thesis is optional

in thr~e state teachers colleges and in one school of education.

4 .
J. C. Walton, Graduate Stud:y; in Universities and Colleges

in the United states. U. s. Departilent ot Interlor~fflce of
maucation~ Bulletin Number 20, 1934. pp. 148.

5
Brandenburg, W. A., American Association of Teachers

Colleges. Fifteenth. Yearbook, 1936. p. 4~.
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The practice in most graduate schools in the United States

is to require a thesis. Seven schools report a thesis examination

is required; two report "no," one reports "optional," and the

other did not r~port•.

From these studies, it will be readily observed that the

large majority of the colleges and universities of America are

requiring the thesis for the master's degree. Those in which

it is optional are comparatively few in number. It is also to

be noted that some of the leading educators of America believe

that the thesis requirement is just and reasonable. If we

should form a conclusion based On these studies, we should be

forced to admit that the thesis requirement for the master's

degree is just, and this requirement should not be abal:J!shed

since it develops the ability to do research work which is

indispensable to the graduate student.

1. .•..

,..... . --.>~ ..'~'"
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CHAPTER III

PRESENTATION OF DATA

In seeking information which might serve to answer the

questions as to 'the value of the thesis, its cost, and the

'desirability of dispensing with it as a.partial requirement

for the advanced degree, the author mailed questionnaires
l

to two hundred sixty-three persons who hold a master's degree

from Indiana state Teachers College. One hundred eighty-two

responses were received and this information has been tabulated

and the results shown in tables which follow. Inquiry was made

as to why the persons who were questioned favored or opposed

dispensing with the thesis requirement.

A large variety of answers was received. By those who

favored dispensing with the thesis requirement, the following

reasons were given: It would permit a wider scope of work,

the student would have closer contact with the instructor,

the ~tude~t would be given a better ~pportunity of getting

the viewpoint of his fellow students, the class work would

be more beneficial, courses'could be substituted which would

aid one to be more useful in his community, class work could

be made more thoroUgh and valuable. Among the answers given

by those who favored the continuation of thesis work were the

following:. the thesi~.w0:t'k promotes research, helps one to

organize material, encourages ori~inal work, proves the value of

individual effort, increases the prestige of the degree, stimulates

independent thinking, helps one to organize and clarify his own

thoughts.

I Copy of questionnaire will be found in the appendix.
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*Answer to Question number one •

TABLE III

THE YEAR IN WHICH MASTERS DEGREE WAS RECEIVED~'

182Total

Year Number

1928 1

1929 6

1930 4

1931 22

1932 22

1933 52

1934: 16

1935 16

1936 43

The d~stribution by years or the persons who answered

the questionnaire is given in the above Table. The dates

range from 1928 to and including 1936. The largest number

reporting for anyone year is fifty-two who received their

Master's degree in 1933.

..

.;
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TABLE IV

OPINIONS AS TO THE VALUE RECEIVED FROM THE MASTER'S DEGREE*

YEAR Frequency
Yes No

1928 1

1929 6

1930 3 1

1931 19 3

1932 21 1

1933 45 7

1934 15 1

1935 13 3

1936 39 4

Total 162 20

The number expressing whether they had profited from

receiving the Mast~r's degree is given in the above table.

One hundr~d sixty-two persons stated they had received a

definite value from the degree, while twenty believed they

had not. Thus, a large majority favored the thesis require

ment, while'only a few d1dnot •

. *, Answe~; ,to ,9,uest1on number two_



15.

. completion 'of the degree, it is doubtful whether many students

TABLE V

APPROXIMATE TIME REQUIRED TO GATHER MA TERIAL FOR THESIS. *

Number o~ Frequency
Weeks

0-8 55

9-17 40

18-26 21

27-35 10

36-44 1

45-53 31

54-62 4:

63-71 g

72-80 0

81-89 0

90-98 2

99-107 5

108-up 13

Total 182

Average 16 weeks

.l
have spent some twelve years in the writing of a thesis. The

~ average time which was given to this work is shown to be sixteen

weeks, and fewer than ten percent of those answering spent as

The variety of answers as given above is striking. One

student reporting six hundred twenty-four weeks were spent in

~ thesis research. Since only five years are allowed for the



.r

16.

much as one hundred weeks at this task. Of course, there is

a possibility that some student may have contemplated the

writing of a thesis long before his under graduate courses

were finished.

*Answer to question number three •



17.

*Answer to ~~estion number four.

TABLE VI

LENGTH OF TIME REQUIRED FOR STUDENTS TO FINISH THE THESIS
AFTER MATERIAL WAS GATHERED*

2

14

12 Weeks

60

61

41

4:

182

Frequency

Average

Total

NO ANSWER

0-8

9-17

18-26

24-42

43-104

Number of Weeks

The time required in the actual writing of the thesis

after the materials were gathered is given in the above

table. By some, the work was finished in eight weeks or

less, while others required from one to two years. Eighty

nine percent of the entire number reporting finished the ta~k

of thesis writing in a half year or less.

:.
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.,'"" Answer toQ\:1estion number five.

TABLE VII

APPROXIMATE COST OF EARNING THE MASTER'S DEGREE*

18.

10
3-4:
23
27
23
10

7
10

3
5
o
2
o
o
1
1
1
o
1

Frequency

168
14

$414.36

Cost

$ 0- 100
101- 200
201- 300
301- 400
401- 500
501- 600
601- 700
701- 800
801- 900
901-1000

1001-1100
1101-1200
1201-1300
1301-1-4:00
1401-1500
1501-1600
1601-1700
1701-1800
1801-1900

Total
No. Answered

~ Average Cost

cost of eight hundred dollars or less. It is not easy to

understand how one could do the one years graduate study

for one hundred dollars or less, b~t this might be possible

if one were living with parents and considered only the

cOast of 'tuition, books, and supplies.

I~; This is a study of the cost of earning the Master's
!

"

degree. The show that the expense varied fromanswers

one hundred dollars or, less to nineteen hundred dollars,

the average being $414.35. Ninety-two percent report a
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TABLE VIII

THE APPROXIMATE COST OF THE THESIS~'

Cost Frequency

$ 0- 25 18
26- 50 58
51- '115 32
76-100 40

101-125 7
126-150 6
151-175 3
176-200 5
201-225 0
226-250 1
251-275 0
275-300 1
301-350 1
351-375 1
376-400 1
401-500 1
No Answer 5

Total 182

Average Cost 82

Some who object to the thesis work based their

objection on the expense attached. This Table reveals that

this expense varied all the way from twenty-five dollars

or less to five hundred dollars, the average being eighty- .

two dollars. About eighty-six percent of these reporting

made an outlay of one-hundred dollars or less in fulfilling

the requirement. You will note the average for tables seven

and eight. The cost of the thesis would be about twenty

percent of the total while the credit received is one sixth.

In other words, th~. cost of the thesis is not much more than

the average cost of any eight hour credit.

*Answer to-question number,
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TABLE IX

OPINION IN REGARD TO DOING EIGHT HOURS
ADDITIONAL CREDIT IN PLACE OF THESIS*

Discussion of this Table is on next page.

* "Answer to question number seven.

20.
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'The reaction of the graduate students reporting as to

whether they would prefer doing class work to the equivalent

of eight hours rather than writing theses is gleaned in Table

nine. There has been, and continues to be much discussion as to

'the relative value of the thesis and eight hours of additional

class work. The table shows th~t the answers were ey-enly

divided. Here again, one would desire personal reasons for

this expression. We have touched upon these at a later point

in the study (Table X).

In giving the reasons for the answers to the question, the

following reasons were given for "yesn answers: it develops

scientific ability, gives additional study in the general field,

promotes skill and knowledge; thesis work is much broader than

class work, raises the morale of the graduate student, and is

good discipline, keeps up the standard of the M.A. The thesis

gives one a,reeling of confidence, drills in the fundamentals

of research, offers an opportunity for one to be original, gives

one a chance to develop skill in expre~sing one's thoughts,

places graduate work on a higher plane.

Among those who answered "no", the following reasons were

given: too much cost, time work; thesis work has little actual

value to the teacher, the term paper serves the same purpose;

optional plan would be ~ore practical; work is too hurried; thesis

work is rarely original; a thesis gleanings from books; thesis

just another sort of busywork.



Year FrequeIJcy
yes nQ

1928 1

1929 5 1

.~
1930 3 1

I! 1931 6 16

1932 12 10

1933 23 29

1934 7 9

1935 11 5

1936 20 23

Total 88 94

..

22.

TABLE X

OPINION AS TO WHETHER CLASS WORK WOULD BE AS BENEFICIAL*

In answering this question, the Table reveals that the

opinion is fairly evenly divided. Eighty-eight stating

that they feel that class work is as beneficial, while

ninetYfrfour feel that thesis work is more valuable.

*Answer to question number eight •



TABLE XI

OPINION AS TO WHETHER THE WRITING OF A THESIS SHOULD BE
REQUIRED BEFORE YOU RECEIVE A MASTER'S DEGREE FROM I.S.T.C.

Year Frequency

yes no optional

1928 1

1929 4 2

1930 2 2

1931 14 8

1932 11 11

1933 18 34

1934 11 4 1

1935 10 5 1

1936 25 1'7 1

Total 96 83 3

In reply to the above question, it will be noted that

ninety-six favor the thesis requirement, eighty-three oppose

it, while three feel that it should be optional.

'*Question number nine.

23.
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TABLE XII

OPINION AS TO WHETHER THE WRITING OF A THESIS SHOULD BE
ESSENTIAL FOR GRADUATION

Year Frequency

Yes No Optional

1928 1

1929 1 5

1930 1 3

1931 9 13

1932 11 11

1933 31 20 1

1934: 10 6

1935 7 9

1936 24 19

Total 95 86 1

The answers received to the above question reveal

that ninety-five consider the skill and knowledge as

essential for graduation, while eighty-six feel that

it is not.

*Answer to ques'leh,pnnurnber ten.

24.



TABLE XIII

OPINIONS IN REGARD TO REQUIREMENT OF WHETHER THE WRITING
OF A THESIS SHOULD BE LOWERED TO THE COLLEGE LEVEL,

AND BE REQUIRED BEFORE A B.S. OR A.B. DEGREE
I S GRANTED-l~

There is no doubt as to the opinion expressed in

the above Table. ,One hundred sixty, or almost ninety,,

percent of those answering felt that this requirement should

not be made. The concensus of opinion was while thesis

work should be requ1.Ded of graduate students, it should not

be extended to students of the undergraduate school.

*Answer to question number eleven.

25.



TABLE XIV

OPINIONS AS TO WHETHER IT WOULD BE WISE TO OMIT THE WRITING

OF A THESIS ENTIRELY, AND REQUIRE CLASS WORK INSTEAD*

Year Frequency

yes no optional

1928 1

1929 5 1

1930 1 2 1

1931 6 16

1932 8 14

1933 16 33 3

1934 5 11

1935 3 12 1

1936 10 29 4'

Total 54 119 9

The replies to the above question show that one

hundred nineteen answers indicated that the writers felt

it would be unwise'to abolish thesis requirement and to

substitute class work instead, while fifty-four favored

this change.

*Answer to question'twe1ve •

. i,.:'

26.
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CHAPTER IV

CONCLUSIONS

The remaining task of this study consists of stating the

findings or conclusions from the information given in Chapters II

and III. The evidence points rather conclusively to the fact

that the thesis requirement for the master's degree has been in

practice for some time in our leading colleges and universities.

Studies made by leading educators of our country make this point

perfectly clear. The majority of persons Who hold the master's

degree from this institution, in so far as this questionnaire

has been able to determine, feel that the requirement is just

and that the thesis work has a decided value since it familiarizes

the writer with research work and gives him skill in organization,

and the evaluation of material, statistical and otherwise. There

is also a feeling that this requirement enhances the value of, and"

adds dignity to, the degree.

The criticism that the thesis work frequently arrives at no

new facts and often contributes little to the great mass of human

knowledge is perhaps Wholesome and just; however, well known

facts and figures may be massed together in such a way as to

give a better under,standing of many of our problems.

Another criticism is frequently made that the thesis re

quirement is only more busy work Which is placed upon the shoulders

of already overburdened graduate student, but our higher in-, ~ .- .. . . " - .. -

~~~t~t~ons 'of learning give credit for the work just as they do
'~'~' ." ~ . '

for c~ass ~oom work and. they will no doubt continue to do so.,

It seems to the writer that the advanced student should have
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the ability to attack some important problem, to gather end

evaluate data concerning that problem, and to draw logical

conclusions therefrom. Without this ability, the student

would be seriously handicapped in carrying on his studies

in the post-college days.

The cost of the thesis work 1s considerable but not ex-

cessive and it seems that the benefit to be derived from the task

should be ample compensation for the amount of money involved.

The study fUrther indicates that the thesis work should not

be required of the undergraduate students.

A decided majority of those answering the questionnaire

expressed themselves as favorable to the thesis requirement

for the M.A. degree, only a small number feeling that it should

be optional. It would, therefore, seem that the occasional

critic who denounces the thesis requirement is not to be taken too

seriously as he is one of a small minority•

. We are reminded very frequently that the purpose of education

is not to burden the student with a never ending array of facts,

that the school is not a pump which is to pour a ~remendous

flood of important information into the minds of its students. The

great task of every school is to train the students to think

and to act With goOd jUdgement and wisdom. We live in a changing

world where that which is truth today may be utter error tomorrow.

The student who is to keep alive must be able to secure and inter

pret the re~ults of the ,gliding days, he must be able to organize

these facts and results, he must be able to correlate and inter

pret them in terms of life. Since this is true, the writer

believes that thesis work is invaluable, that it adds to scholarship
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.
and efficiency, that it makes one mOre capable of continuing

his education when the college days are over. The students of

Indiana state Teachers College who have responded to our inquiries

believe in the value of the thesis and in continuing its requirement

for the advanced degree.
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QUEST I ONNAIRE

Please answer as many of ·the questions as you can by filling
in the blanks w~th either "Yes" or "No."

1. In what year did you receive your Master's degree from I.S.T.C.?

2. In your opinion, have you profited from receiving the degree? __

3. Approximately how much time did it require you to
for your thesis?

4. After having the material, how much longer did it take to
complete the work?

5. What was the approximate cost of the degree? ----
6. Of your thesis?

7. Would you prefer doing class work to the equivalent of eight
hours credit?

8. Do you think the class work would be as beneficial?
Why? a • _

b. _

c.--------------------
9. Do you think that the writing of a thesis should be required

before you receive a Master's degree from I.S.T.C.? _
Why? a • _

b.--------------------c • _

10. Do you think the knowledge or skill acquired in the v~iting of
a thesis is essential for graduation?
Explain.

11. Do you think the Writing of a thesis should be lowered to
the college level, and be required before a B.S. or A.B.
degree is granted?

12. Would you consider it wise to omit the writing of a thesis
entirely, and require class work instead?

THANK YOU
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