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November 1, 2012  

 

Dear colleagues, 

Our Sycamore football team has reached another historic achievement by winning every 
contest in the month of October for the first time ever and moving into 14th place in the 
national ranking of FCS programs. With two games remaining, Coach Miles is working hard to 
ensure that the team stays focused. This week’s game will be another challenge with Illinois 
State currently ranked 15th just behind our Sycamores. Forget what the weather forecast says 
and come out to Memorial Stadium on Saturday to support them. A large, loud crowd would 
surely help our hard-working student athletes as they strive for an FCS Playoff berth. Kickoff 
is at 2:05 p.m.  

Items and financial contributions will be collected at Saturday’s game to assist those 
impacted by Hurricane Sandy and others in need. Fans who donate at least five pounds of 
items to Catholic Charities or make a monetary donation to the American Red Cross will 
receive a free ticket to the game. It would be great to pack the stadium and help those 
devastated by this horrific disaster. 

In other athletic news, Indiana State freshman John Mascari has been named Missouri Valley 
Conference Men’s Cross Country Athlete of the Year following his MVC individual conference 
championship. John is the first Sycamore to win an individual conference championship in 
cross country. This is a tremendous accomplishment for anyone, especially a freshman. John 
and his teammates are heading to the Great Lake Region Championships on Friday in 
Madison, Wisconsin, while other members of the Indiana State team wrap up their season in 
the Hoosier Invitational in Bloomington. Four cross country athletes (Dustin Betz, Al Escalera, 
Tristan Selby and Jessica Zangmeister) were named to the MVC Cross Country Scholar-
Athlete teams with Dustin, Al and Jessica also earning MVC All-Conference honors. 
Congratulations! 

As difficult as it is to believe, basketball gets underway this evening with the men hosting 
Lewis in a 7:05 p.m. exhibition game at Hulman Center. Guard Jake Odum has been named to 
the Preseason All-Missouri Valley Conference Team. The women will host an exhibition game 
against Bellarmine at 7:05 p.m. Friday night in Hulman Center. 

Good luck as well to the women’s soccer team in the Friday semifinals of the MVC 
tournament in Omaha where the Sycamores face top-seeded Evansville. This is only the third 
time our women’s team has made it to the semifinals. 

Our athletic programs play an important role in the life of our University. The leadership 
Athletic Director Ron Prettyman, his staff and the coaches have provided has had measurable 
results with meaningful impacts on many fronts. One is in the area of increased support from 
alumni and friends. I would like to thank Bob and Julie Baesler, Bill and Sally Stewart, Paul 
and Angie Thrift, Dave and Donna Braser, Dan and Debbie Doan, Steve and Lori Danielson, 
Pat and Cori Carney, Mary and Rob Doti, Chad and Natalie Overton, and Andy Fox and Lisa 
Logsdon for hosting the five Sycamore Social fundraisers for athletics last Friday. The events 



raised more than $35,000 and were a great way to celebrate the wonderful success our 
athletic programs are experiencing. 

In other exciting developments, a groundbreaking for the first new residence hall in more 
than 40 years will take place at 2 p.m. Thursday, November 15. The four-story, 352-bed 
complex will feature eight individual units, each with its own unique entrance. The pods will 
each hold 44 students with common areas and meeting spaces on the first floor. These units 
are designed to build a sense of community among the groups housed in each unit which will 
include the sorority stairwells currently located in Lincoln Quad. This new construction and 
the current renovation of Erickson Hall are part of our 10-year plan to upgrade student 
housing, an important component in student recruitment. The project will integrate 
sustainable features such as the use of regional materials with high recycled content, energy 
efficient mechanical systems, and low water-usage plumbing fixtures. The project was 
designed by CSO Architects from Indianapolis with contractors including Hannig Construction 
and Crown Electric from Terre Haute and Huber and Sons Plumbing, Heating and Air 
Conditioning from Greencastle. 

Several accreditation site visits have occurred during the past few weeks. The programs and 
accrediting agencies include teacher education (National Council for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education), doctor of nursing practice (National League for Nursing Accrediting 
Commission), and computer engineering technology (Accreditation Board for Engineering 
and Technology). In a few weeks, the Council on Social Work Accreditation will be visiting to 
review our masters of social work program. These visits are an important part of validating 
the quality of our academic programs. All of the visits went very well, and the reports of the 
visiting teams were positive. However, we will have to wait until next spring when the site 
visit team reports are presented to each accreditation group for final outcomes. Thanks to all 
of our colleagues for their hard work in building these programs and preparing for these 
important reviews. 

Another important development on the academic front is the approval of a new doctorate of 
health sciences degree by the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. Indiana State 
developed the interdisciplinary program to provide health care providers from a variety of 
specialties with a terminal degree to expand their teaching, research and career 
advancement opportunities. The program is unique in Indiana and is part of our efforts to 
address a growing need for health care professionals. Congratulations to Eliezer Bermudez, 
Biff Williams, Jack Maynard and their colleagues on this accomplishment. The program 
should be ready to enroll students beginning next fall. 

As we approach Thanksgiving and give thanks for the many blessings in our lives, I would like 
to encourage everyone to consider ways to help brighten the season for those less fortunate. 
Here are a few opportunities: 

  The Women of ISU will convene on Wednesday, December 5, for a holiday brunch from 
10:30 to 1 p.m. in Heritage Ballroom. Attendees are asked to bring an optional gift for a 
woman. These gifts will be provided to Bethany House and CODA to be given to 
women in need. Please wrap the gifts so that the women have the opportunity to open 
these presents of encouragement. If the item is clothing, put a label on the outside of 



the package noting the size. All Indiana State University women staff, faculty, emerita 
and volunteers are invited. Reservations can be made by emailing 
eventsrsvp@indstatefoundation.org or calling 514-8547. 

  In recognition of the university's Ryves Neighborhood partnership, the Center for 
Community Engagement reminds ISU offices to consider donating to the Ryves Youth 
Center Holiday Party in place of, or in addition to, any regular holiday gift exchanges. 
About 250 area students attend the holiday celebration. For some, the program may 
provide the only gifts they receive. The 10 to 17 age bracket is the one most in need of 
gift donations as Ryves Youth Center always receives an abundant amount of gifts for 
the younger children. Items that are appreciated by this age group include age-
appropriate toys, sports equipment, fishing gear, make-up kits, prepaid cell phones, 
DVD players, basic mp3 players, digital cameras and books. Deliver your unwrapped 
gifts to the Center for Community Engagement, Tirey Hall, room 134J, by Tuesday, Dec. 
18. Gifts will be delivered to Ryves Hall on Wednesday, Dec. 19. If your office is going 
to participate, please E-mail Donna Isbell at donna.isbell@indstate.edu. 

  There is also a need for extra volunteers to help with set up, gift distribution, clean up, 
etc. at the Dec. 21 party. Help is needed in the afternoon with set up. The party begins 
at 6 p.m. and usually lasts until approximately 9 p.m. Please send an email to Jim 
Edwards at jedwards@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org so he can coordinate the 
volunteers. Please note in your email you are volunteering from Indiana State 
University. 

  The Indiana State University Staff Council is organizing a collection of items for the 
Catholic Charities Christmas House which provides many needy families with an 
opportunity to “shop” for free items for their families. Donations of new underwear 
and socks (any size/gender) as well as appropriate toys for boys including baseballs, 
basketballs, footballs and soccer balls, are in short supply and needed. The council will 
have donation barrels placed in various locations across campus including the Myers 
Technology Center, Rankin Hall, Parsons Hall, Residential Life, Student Recreation 
Center, Hulman Memorial Student Union, the ISU Foundation and Gillum Hall. Barrels 
will begin showing up later this week and will be available for donations through the 
week of Thanksgiving. 

  The campus United Way campaign still needs your support – at any level. Remember, 
Cheri and I will be serving breakfast to the unit that has the highest level of 
participation. If several units tie for that honor (preferably at 100 percent 
participation), we will make sure there are enough eggs and Danish to go around. If 
you would like to see how the teams are doing, go to: 
http://www.indstate.edu/unitedway/teams.htm. 

Other items I would like to share: 

  On Wednesday, I met with the University Budget Committee to further our planning 
for the coming budget year. I intend to ask the Board of Trustees to formalize this 
group as an official University Committee at the board’s December 14th meeting. It is 
important to have our governance groups involved in these critical discussions. Of 
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course, it is all somewhat speculative at this point as the state budget process won’t 
wrap up until late spring. Greg Goode, Diann McKee and I continue to meet with 
legislators and state officials to advocate on the University’s behalf. On November 14, 
I will be making our case to the State Budget Committee with additional presentations 
next semester to the House Ways and Means and Senate Appropriations committees. 

  Indiana State University’s Master of Business Administration program has made the 
Princeton Review’s list of the nation’s best programs for the seventh consecutive year. 
Some of the factors that set ISU apart as mentioned in “The Best 296 Business Schools” 
publication are “small classes, great teachers, good assistantships, and affordable 
tuition.” 

  Congratulations to Catherine Saunders on her promotion to Executive Vice President of 
Development for the Indiana State University Foundation. I would also like to thank 
Kandace Hinton for agreeing to manage the diversifying the faculty initiative for 
Academic Affairs, and Mike Chambers for stepping in to lead the Unbounded 
Possibilities initiative. All of these roles are important to advancing our strategic goals 
related to fundraising, attracting and retaining great employees and building and 
leveraging distinctive programs. 

  A modest 2.9 percent overall increase in health benefits contributions by active 
employees will be on the Board of Trustees’ December 14 agenda. The increases will 
range from $12 to $42 per month ($6 to $21 per biweekly pay period) depending upon 
plan type and salary tier. The plan will remain relatively the same with the addition of 
the Women’s Health Preventive Care coverage as required in 2014 by the Healthcare 
Affordability Act. Indiana State is implementing the program a year earlier than 
required as part of our increased emphasis on wellness. In addition to the tiered 
payment structure based upon salary level, employees with salaries below $28,000 will 
receive a flat $100 increase in annual pay to help offset the additional premium cost. 
This is on top of the 2 percent across-the-board compensation increase. More 
information is available at: http://www.indstate.edu/humres/staff-
benefits/docs/Proposed%20Changes%20for%202013.pdf. 

  The University is now in its open enrollment period for our benefits program. Forms 
must be received by November 30th to be considered for coverage. Additional 
information is available from the Office of Staff Benefits at extension 4151 or at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/humres/staff-benefits/. 

  Construction on the new north residence hall project will require the closure of both 
the North Pay Lot and Staff Lot 13A located behind Cunningham Memorial Library 
effective November 2. All vehicles should be removed from these lots no later than 5 
pm on Friday. The University’s new Vistor’s Lot located on Chestnut between 4th and 5th 
Streets is now open on a 24-hour basis. Parking is available for $1 an hour or a 
maximum of $6 a day. While parking is admittedly tight on the west side of campus, 
spaces remain available on the east side of campus particularly in the lots located to 
the northeast of Hulman Center. A map of all parking areas is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/parking/images/Campus_Map-07-2012.pdf. 
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  The ISU Theater Department is currently featuring “Nightfall with Edgar Allan Poe,” a 
play incorporating four of Poe’s best tales: “The Raven,” “The Fall of the House of 
Usher,” “The Pit and the Pendulum,” and “The Tell-Tale Heart.” Tickets are free to ISU 
students and all other tickets are $10. Performances are at 7:30 p.m. nightly through 
November 3 at the New Theater. 

  The Performing Arts Series is also bringing cheer to the season with a special 
production of “Miracle on 34th Street” on December 10 at 7:30 p.m. in Tilson 
Auditorium. Tickets are available for $18 to $20 for adults, $10 to $15 for Indiana State 
faculty and staff, $5 for youth and free for Indiana State students. For more 
information and to purchase tickets, visit: 
http://www.indstate.edu/hctaf/events/pas/pas.htm. 

  Keith Byerman has published his seventh book, “The Art and Life of Clarence Major.” 
Published by the University of Georgia Press, the book focuses on the art, work and 
family of the award-winning painter, writer, and poet. 

  Greg Youngen, Associate Library Dean, and his co-authors won the Elizabeth K. Eaton, 
PhD Research Award for 1st place poster at South Central Chapter of the Medical 
Library Association’s annual meeting in Lubbock, TX. The title was: Maintaining 
Subscriptions Beyond The Core Literature: That’ll Be The Day. (There was a Buddy Holly 
theme.) Co-authors are: Heather K. Moberly – Oklahoma State University; Jessica R. 
Page – The Ohio State University; and Barbara Hamel – University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Congratulations Greg! 

  Nominations are being sought by the Center for Community Engagement for faculty, 
student and community partner awards. The awards include the Faculty Distinguished 
Service Award, the Faculty Award for Community-Based Learning and Scholarship, the 
ISU Community Partner Award, and the President’s Award for Civic and Community 
Leadership for undergraduate students. The deadline for nominations is November 28. 
More info is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/publicservice/fundingAwards/default.aspx. 

  Cheri and I joined more than 130 Indiana State students and volunteers who helped 
clean up trash along the trails of the Wabashiki Fish and Wildlife Area earlier this 
month. The protected wetlands area will eventually be the largest fish and wildlife area 
in the eastern United States. Coach John McNichols and the cross country and track 
and field student athletes have played a major part in cleanup efforts, participating in 
five events to date. The athletes use the trails four or more times per week and 
consider them to be among the best running spots to be found. Thanks to everyone 
who is helping to transform this former dumping ground into a treasure for wildlife 
enthusiasts, scientists, students, runners and nature lovers. 

I continue to be amazed at the many contributions our University and its people make day in, 
day out. Thank you for all that you do. 

Sincerely, 
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Daniel J. Bradley 

President 
 


