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May 2, 2013 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Commencement week is here and soon the campus community will be joined by families and friends to 

celebrate the accomplishments of our new graduates. This time of year is filled with a series of 

celebrations, and each one serves as a reminder to me of the impact the college experience can have. I 

always enjoy hearing our students (and alumni) share their stories of the ways their lives have changed 

as a result of coming to Indiana State University.  

These stories are filled with praise for the many faculty members who challenged and encouraged them. 

They detail the experiential learning opportunities, community service projects and study abroad 

programs they enjoyed. The students also recount ways that particular staff members have helped 

them. 

It is clear that the people of Indiana State are what make the difference. Our faculty members define the 

experiences our students have. Their work is augmented by employees who may not be in the 

classroom or lab but who also play a role in our students’ education.  

In the midst of celebrating our new alumni, I would like to thank all of you for your hard work on behalf 

of our students. This is important work. These graduates will embark on journeys that will impact other 

lives, communities, businesses and organizations. As much as I like data, the summative effect of a 

career in education is one that is hard to fathom let alone define. Thank you for choosing to serve our 

students. 

Several faculty members were honored at last week’s Faculty Recognition Banquet. Todd Whitaker and 

Elaina Tuttle received the President’s Medal for Exemplary Teaching and Scholarship. Diana Hews and 

Aaron Morales are the 2013 recipients of the Theodore Dreiser Distinguished Research and Creativity 

Award, and N. Ann Rider and Randell Peters received the Faculty Distinguished Service Award. Roseanne 

Fairchild received the Community-Based Learning and Scholarship Award, and Mandy Reid and James 

Smallwood were recognized with the Caleb Mills Distinguished Teaching Award. 

Individuals promoted to full professor were Sandra Brake, Chia An Annie Chao, Alan Czyzewski, Bassou 

El Mansour, Susan Kiger, Marcia Miller, Thomas Nesser, and DeVere Woods. Alberta Comer was 

promoted to full librarian. Karl Burgher and Mary Kahl were granted tenure. Individuals promoted to 

associate professor and earning tenure were Tonya Balch, Lindsey Eberman, Marcee Everly, Jennifer 

Grimes, Lea Hall, Rebecca Hinshaw, Terry McDaniel, Jin Park, Lisa Phillips, Eulsun Seung, Jacqueline Shin, 

Larry Tinnerman, and M. Catherine Tucker. Shelly Arvin was promoted to associate librarian and granted 

tenure.  

Congratulations on reaching these career milestones which entail a great deal of work and dedicated 

service! 



This has been an especially busy and productive year for the Faculty Senate. I would like to thank Virgil 

Sheets and the entire executive committee for the leadership they have provided as several task forces 

completed their work on issues of high significance including the creation of the University College.  

It has also been a hectic year on the state legislative front. The 2013-2015 budget bill, which is awaiting 

the Governor’s signature, includes a reduction in base appropriation of $342,252 for Indiana State. 

While any cut in appropriation poses challenges, Indiana State fared better than originally projected. I 

am grateful for the support Sen. Luke Kenley and Rep. Tim Brown gave higher education and am 

appreciative of Greg Goode’s tireless work advocating for our university. The budget bill also includes 

$16 million over the biennium to renovate Normal Hall, $2.7 million in Repair and Rehabilitation funding 

and $4.5 million for the final phase of renovation for our science labs.  

The results of this year’s budget deliberations underscore the importance of our efforts to improve 

student success. The portion of our budget impacted by our progress on student success benchmarks 

such as four-year graduation rates will undoubtedly increase. Indiana State will need to demonstrate 

true progress in meeting these benchmarks to favorably impact our appropriation in upcoming biennia. 

The House and Senate also approved SB 402, which establishes the Principal Leadership Institute at 

Indiana State University, last Thursday. This new program is funded at $1.2 million over the biennium. 

This issue is a shining example of the state’s confidence in Indiana State University to spearhead 

professional development programs for public school principals around the state.  I was gratified that 

the bill commanded bi-partisan support from legislators across Indiana.  We are particularly grateful to 

the authors of the bill, Senate Education Chairman Dennis Kruse (R-Auburn) and Senator Jim Banks (R-

Columbia City).  We are also grateful to Senator Luke Kenley (R-Noblesville) who championed the 

funding for this initiative.  We appreciate the bi-partisan efforts of Representatives Bob Heaton (R-Terre 

Haute), Clyde Kersey (D-Terre Haute), Alan Morrison (R-Terre Haute), Wendy McNamara (R-Evansville), 

Kreg Battles (D-Vincennes) and Sue Errington (D-Muncie) as well as Senators Tim Skinner (D-Terre 

Haute), Earline Rogers (D-Gary), and Lindel Hume (D-Princeton). On campus, Steve Gruenert took the 

lead in developing the idea with help from Terry McDaniel, Todd Whitaker, and Ryan Donlan. 

Greg has assembled a summary of other higher-education legislation approved during this year’s 

session. I know that many people on campus helped provide input to Greg regarding these issues. The 

summary is available at: http://www.indstate.edu/president/docs/2013bills.pdf 

Other items I would like to share: 

 The Indiana State University Board of Trustees will meet tomorrow. Seminars begin at 1 p.m. 

and include updates on finance, employee wellness, Indiana State University Foundation 

restructuring and planning for the future, and University College. The Board’s agenda meeting 

will start at 3:15 p.m. A complete schedule and agenda is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/trustees/docs/Agenda.pdf. 

 The trustees will be taking action on a recommendation to name the University Hall Clinic in 

honor of Norma and William Grosjean. Norma was a retired administrative assistant in the Bayh 
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College of Education who made an extremely generous estimated bequest of $1.2 million to 

support student scholarships. Details on an official dedication will be forthcoming. 

 Speakers at this year’s commencement are Britany Dean, a senior from Brazil, Indiana, and 

alumna Maggie Lewis who is the president of the Indianapolis City-County Council. Former 

trustee Mike Alley will be recognized with an honorary degree for his long-time service to his 

alma mater. Alexus Tucker, our current student trustee, is the 2013 recipient of the President’s 

Medal for Leadership, Scholarship and Service. It should be another great ceremony. 

 Provost Jack Maynard has announced a realignment of responsibilities related to the oversight 

and leadership of campus research activities. Effective July 1, Jay Gatrell will assume the 

responsibilities of chief research officer as the dean of research and graduate education. This 

move will allow Mark Green, who has served as associate vice president of academic affairs and 

chief research officer since 2005, time to manage the additional responsibilities he has assumed 

in overseeing the academic affairs budget and instructional, research, office and residential 

space. I would like to thank Mark for his all of his hard work and extend my best wishes to Jay as 

he assumes these new duties. 

 Santhana Naidu has been named interim associate vice president of marketing and 

communications effective May 6 following the departure of Tara Singer. Tara is leaving Indiana 

State to become the executive director of Omicron Delta Kappa, a national leadership honor 

society based in Lexington, Virginia. Santhana has led the university’s electronic media efforts 

for the past two and a half years. 

 It is time for ISU staff to complete the annual evaluation process. Instructions are available on 

the Human Resources website at: http://www.indstate.edu/humres/evaluation-

instructions.htm. Staff members are encouraged to complete the employee section of the 

evaluation by June 1, and must complete it by July 1 to remain eligible for any compensation 

increases. Supervisors are also expected to complete the evaluations in a timely fashion. 

 The Office of Student Success is offering summer opportunities for faculty and staff in support of 

student success. A three-session summer book read program, “Best Intentions and Blind Spots – 

Unpacking the Achievement Gap,” will take place from 8:30 to 10 a.m. on May 23 and June 6 

and from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on June 18 at Clabber Girl.  Registration, which includes a free copy of 

the book, is limited to 20 people. To register, call extension 8378 or email 

debra.jeffries@indstate.edu. On May 21, a webinar entitled “Just Flip It: From the Front Lines of 

the Flipped Classroom” will be offered from noon to 1:30 p.m. in HMSU 307. The Inside Higher 

Education program will feature Clemson Professor Ralph Welsh. 

 The campus community is invited to attend the dedication of the Bayh Family Legacy Wall at 2 

p.m. on Friday, May 17, in University Hall. The wall honors this distinguished Indiana family for 

the many contributions the Bayhs have made through their public service. The wall is located in 

University Hall which is the home of the Bayh College of Education. A reception will follow the 

ceremony. 

http://www.indstate.edu/humres/evaluation-instructions.htm
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 Our Facilities Management team has a number of summer construction/improvement projects 

planned for our campus this year including completing the renovation of Erickson Hall, phase II 

of our campus wayfinding project to improve directional signage, classroom upgrades, and other 

improvements. Work will also continue on the new residence hall being built north of Hulman 

Memorial Student Union which is slated to open in fall 2014. A map of the main projects 

planned this summer is available at: www.indstate.edu/president/docs/2013projects.pdf. 

 The Office of Student Financial Aid recently conducted an aggressive campaign to inform 

students about the importance of securing financial aid funds for the fall semester before 

leaving campus this spring. During a 10-day period of intensive emailing, phone calling, posters 

and announcements, the office experienced record-breaking traffic for April. A total of 597 

emails, 1,752 phone calls and 1,336 walk-in appointments were handled, an average of 133 

student visits and 175 phone calls per day for the eight financial aid counselors. In past years, 

the office saw an estimated 300 total students during this time. Great job on behalf of Director 

Crystal Baker and her staff! 

 Our College Challenge program, which offers high school students the opportunity to earn dual 

credit, has received word that it has earned accreditation from the National Alliance of 

Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP). NACEP works to ensure that college courses 

taught by high school teachers are as rigorous as courses offered on the sponsoring college 

campus. This accreditation is an important part of ensuring that our College Challenge students 

will experience a seamless transition. Kudos to Jill Blunk and Ken Brauchle. 

 The Staff Council’s Annual Meeting will take place from 10 a.m. to noon on Thursday, May 9, in 

the Sycamore Banquet Center. The 2013 recipient of the Sycamore Staff Award will be honored 

at this event which also features a panel discussion on education, the Council’s year-end review, 

a free lunch and door prizes. I would encourage supervisors to let their staff members attend 

this important meeting if possible. The Staff Council would appreciate receiving an RSVP if you 

plan to attend so that they can make appropriate arrangements with catering and event 

services. Please make your reservation to attend by emailing Lori Vancza at 

lori.vancza@indstate.edu. 

 Indiana State’s sustainability efforts received another boost with its recent selection by the 

Princeton Review as one of the 322 most environmentally responsible colleges in the United 

States and Canada. The publication highlighted Indiana State’s commitment to sustainability 

through its academic offerings, campus infrastructure, activities and career preparation. 

 Relatedly, ISU has received the highest ranking in the statewide RecycleMania contest in the 

Paper, Corregated Cardboard, and Bottles and Cans category. The university will be recognized 

by the Indiana Recycling Coalition at its upcoming conference in Indianapolis. RecycleMania is a 

national program designed to promote waste reduction on college and university campuses 

through an 8-week competition. I would like to thank Paul Reed, Elizabeth Attebery, Neal 

Wagner, and the entire ISU recycling crew for working with the campus community to increase 

our recycling efforts. 
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 Three Indiana State music business students will serve as interns at the Bonnaroo Music and 

Arts Festival June 13-16 in Manchester, Tenn. Senior Ebonie Lamb of Fishers, Junior Kelsey 

Marvin of Woodstock, Ill., and Junior Mitchell Swafford of Danville, Ill., will gain valuable hands-

on experience as festival operations interns, under the guidance of ISU alumnus James Shinault. 

The four-day festival features 150 performances on more than 10 stages. Thanks to James for 

providing our students with this opportunity. 

 The renovation of Federal Hall was recognized with a 2013 Excellence in Architecture Award 

from the Indiana Chapter of the American Institute of Architects earlier this month and a 

Heritage Award from Downtown Terre Haute, Inc. Monday night. Congrats to everyone 

involved! 

Thank you for another great year filled with many achievements and significant progress in advancing 

our strategic goals. Have a great summer! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
 


