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GENERAL STATEMENT.

The Indisna State Normal School sustains an important rela-
tivn to the common schools of the Biate, and is an essential part
of our system of public instruetion. The Btate has undertaken
the work of preparing the children to discharge the duties of in-
dependent members of the different institutions. The common
gehool s the instruomentality by which it secks to secure this
preparation. Whether the sehool shall realize its purpose will
always depend npon the character of the teacher. * Ag is the
teacher, so is the school.” To secure well qualified and effi.
cient teachers, the State supports o normal sehool, in which tui
tiom iz free to those who intend to teach in the SBtate. The Nor
mal School works toward the securing of well gualified teachers,
in several ways, more or less direct. It works direetly toward
this end by furnishing, to those who are to become teachers, g
thorough course of instruction in the different studies taught in
the schools, and in the theory and art of teaching these hranches,
It works indivectly by maintaining a high standard of professional
attainments in its graduates, who, by their example as teachers
in the Btate, exert an influence in improving the grade of work
of other teachers with whom they become associated. Also,
by maintaining & high standard of scholastic and professional at-
tainments, it stimulates the many private teachers’ schools in the
Btate to do o higher grade of work thun they would otherwise do,
When a sehool is conducted as a business enterprize, and for the
purpage of making money, it can not maintain a standard of excel-
lence far ahove the popular demand. For the elevation of this
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- popular standard, society must look to the endowed schools. These

" alone ean afford to saerifice numbers for quality of instraction.
A great school is not alone valuable for the number of students
it instruets. Its greatest value to society results from the high
standard of attainments it demands of its graduates, and the
high order of instruction it gives. SBociety is influenced much
more: by concrete examples of the value of thorough training, as
get forth in the lives of its individoal members, than by any ab- | H
stract statement of the value of such attainments, Through the
influence of a fow, who are really superior, and whese superior-
ity is attributed to the high order of training they have received
at some school, the grade of instruction given by all schools is
elevated. A State institution is unfaithful to one of its most im-
portant trusts when it lowers the standard of its instroction for
the purpose of inereasing its number of students.




THE CONDITION OF THE SCHOOL.

The prosperity of the school during the past year has been un-
paralleled in its history., The number in attendance is lnrger
than in any previous year, and the attainments of those secking
E'I.I'!'I'Il'i.m[{l“ 0re llig‘wr "Il'lnl'l'll :l"f"ﬂ'l" ko _1.':-':.![',

It i= worthy of mention that the relative number of students
who enter with the design of completing the full course of study
is greater every term. This shows an increasing desire on the
part of our prospective teachers to better prepare themselves for
tenching, This desire = stimulated by the general spirit of pro-
gres: in edueation that prevails thronghout the Btate. There are
few, if any, States in the Union, that are making more rapid ad-
vaneement in the science and art of school teaching, ond in &
proper conception of the funetion to the common school, than is
Indiana,

It iz sometimes nsked, Why should the State support a normal
school when there is so large s number of private normal schools
in the Btate that offer instruetion to those wishing to prepare for
teaching? A brief answer to this inquiry may not be inappro-
printe. The State Normal Bchool was established to give that
instruction and training which is peculiar to thé voecation of
tea::hing. It should therefore differ both in its purpose and
methods from schools that have for their end scholarship and
mental discipline. It i= a special school to teach both the seience
and the art of school teaching, Scholarship i= a necossary con-
dition of this special education, and when a pupil iz admitted
whao is deficient in scholarship, the school affords opportunities to
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aequire it.  But scholarship is not the commanding purpose of
the school. This is called n normal echool for the reason that it
is o school for the prepavation of teachers exclusively, This, we
hold, is the special and technical sense of the term oormal, and
it is also ite popular senze.  With many so-enlled normal schools,
the commanding purpose is not education in the science and art
of teaching, but, rather, scholarship and mental discipline. They
may be normal schools in the original senss of the word, and in
tl:e BlAEEE in which it is l,'.Tup-]r::r't'lI N somme :lf' l‘|n',-. countries of
Europe to-day, That is, they may be schools in which good
methods of instroction are employed and proper processes in
gchool povernment are pursved. They are entitled to the name
normal in this, its original sensze, provided they pursne normal,
that is natureal processes m the u-(,'ur,tml:]i:ihm{':lt of their onda.
They would not be called normal schools beeause of the peculinr
nature of the ends they have in view, but because of the exeellence
of the methods employed in doing what they do. A commereial
school, an scademy or 8 prammar school might be n normal
- school in this sense. © The SBtate Normal School lays elaim to its
name becanse of the end it seeks to attain. Its one and come
manding purpose is the eduvcation of persons in the theory and
art of school teaching. We hold that it was the design of the
Legislature, in the establishment of this school, that it shoald
give thiz special education. The State has already made ample
provision for the general eduention of all who might «desire it, in
soholarship. It is the difference of purpese between the State
Normal Bchool and other normal schools that one must lock to
for the difference in the schools, Few private normal schools
are doing the kind of work done at thiz school. They ocoupy
o very different field. There is, therefore, no rivalry or competi-
tion between them and the Btate school any more than betwoen
thie institution and the different colleges or polvtechnic schools
of the eountry, The larger the number of students that attend
these, and all other schools, public and private, and the higher
 they advance their standard of instraction, the more will the
necessity for the special worle dons in the State Normal appear,
snd the larger will be vur attendance.  This double meaning of
the word normal, has caused mueh gepernl eonfosion and misap-




prehension which has led some to conclude that, since almost
every connty has its normal sehool, there is little need that the
State continue to gupport one,

GROWTH OF THE &0HOOL.

The following table shows the total enrollment for each term,
and the average term eorollment, since the organization of the
schoal :

| ENROLLMERT. ot
| i
TEAR. & .
Fall ‘inter rin
" Term. | Term., ern:E Total. 5
| -
) . 1 [ P e e | 40 a 106 53
i s R 38 83 a4 108 51
i e 76 85 151 202 ]
RTRT L e i ¥ We L. 197 209 138
TR . . e s b 185 h‘f#ﬂt 8740 474 158
RS oo i Ik T~ 218 507 164
TETR R R | 131 118 183 499 148
TR L | 108 120 24 480 166
T P R | (] 187 118 77l 257
FEREa Rl | ma 108 285 741 966
L N AT T 818 a7a 790 2684
TREOMRE . g | 258 270 478 | 1,006 336
A | o5g 954 434 036 312
MAEME, ., .0 .aa]| £ 7 | 5% | 115 | &
7 e e | 308 328 542 | 1,179 398
i

WHENCE THEY COME.

A record has been kept of the vocations of the parents of those
gtudents who have entered the Normal Bohool since its organiza-
tion. Nearly all of them come from the farms and the work-

ehope.
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The following = a detailed statement of the per cent, of attend-
ance from the different voeations:

iabtldren of IrmeTE < Lo ey W iE e R b T per cent.
Children of mechanies. . . . . . .
Childron of morchants. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 percent
Children of professional men . . .

Children of laborers, railrond men, ete . . . . . . 11 per cent.




REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISIT-
QORS.

The following is the last report of the Board of Visitors, who
were appointed by the State Board of Education, to inspect and
report upon the work of the Indinna State Normal Bchool,  The
Board iz composed of the following persons: Wm. T, Harris,
LL. Ir., late Superintendent ‘of Behools of 8t Lowis; Wm. H.
Payne, A. M., of the Chair of Education, in Michigan Univer-
gity, and H. 8. Tarbell, A, M., Buperintendent of Behoolz of
Indinnapolis :

Hox. Joms W, Hovcompe:
Superintendent of Publie Frstruetion of Indiana:

After an interval of two years, the nndersipned have made o
second visit to the Indians State Normal School at Terre Hante,
and they now respectfully present to you, this report of their
second inspection,

There has come to be 4 very general agreement as to the pur-
poses to be served by s Normal School, and these may be briefly
stated nz follows :

First, To furnish a high quality of academic instruction, at
lenst equal in extent to that which is afforded by the standard
gecondary school. In the matter of trained teachers, the great
need of the Biate is to place the schools, in which the masses of
the children and youth are receiving their education, in the

Sl
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bands of young men and women, who have a thorough scholar
ghip eomsiderably in advance of that which their pupils are ex-
pected to receive. A teacher who works up to the limitz of his
acquirements labors under the immense disad vantage of having
no regerve power; and work done in this way, can not be done
courageously and well.  On his part the pupl is not adequately
taught, unless he is permitted to see with more clearness how the
fact that he knows, i= related to what remains for him to learn.
In ﬂﬂhﬂo] ﬂﬂmini&&nliuﬂ, no tact in mansoement, no er|m.rtue.aa
in mere method, can be accepted oz an equivalent for good schal-
arship ; and in any correct theory of normal schools, sound aca-
demie instruction must be counted as an essential part of a teach-

er's professional knowledge.

Seeond.  Mere ssholarship, however, iz no more a fit equipment
for teaching than mere strengih i an equipment for blacksmith-
ing; and there is no more common phenomenon in the school-
room than an imperfect ability, on the part of the teacher, to
make his knowledge available for the needs of his pupil. BHe-
tween supply and demand, there must be some ready transit; and
in the caze of teaching this transit is mereon,  To the teacher, the
first question in order of time iz, woaT must [ teach? and the
second, wow may this be best taught? The difference among
teachers, s to extent and thumughnt:ﬁe.uf knowledge, is certainly
very great; but p:,rhupa even greater is the difference between
apiness and inaptness in communicating what is known. In
some Way, therefore, those :I!t&mlsug to teach zhould be tilu#hl
the best known methods of doing the various work of the school,
and =0 METHOD forms an essentinl part of a teadher’s pruf‘uﬁ:lulml
knowledge.

Third. Work wpon mere matter, where the conditions remain
uniform, may be well done by mers rule: but in dealing with
spirit, where a liability to a change in eonditions is always immi-
nent, the deeper knowledge of the principles on which rules rest
beromes essentinl for work of high quality. The teschers art is
addressed to mind, and if he is to atisin the peeded versatility
and sureness in the practice of hi= art, he must, to some extent,
be taught the philosophy of spirit; he must know the general
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principles on which the methods of buman training sre based.
For the most part, teaching has been, and perhaps is, an empiri-
el art; but the need of the times is that it should become a
rational art, Heoee, the normal school, which i= the established
agency for the professional education of teachers, should acquaint
itz pupils with the Seence of Teaching,

We have thought it necessary to make this statement of our
conception of the purposes of a normal school, in order that the
conclusions we have reached may be the better understood.
These conclusions we now briefly state as follows:

Firat, The academic instruction given in this schosl, though
necessurily of the seeondary type, in the main, is of such a char-
peter gs to the subjects ineluded in it, the extent to which they
are earried, and the mapper in which they are tanght, that the
result is a training eonsidernbly more liberal than that which s
attained in the average high school. Langusge, History and
Science are taught in that catholic spirit that can searcely fail to
produce seme good degree of genuine culture, We are pleased
to observe that the generml tone of the sehool is in the direct lina
of sound scholarship; we found no trace of the seductive heresy
that confounds work with play, scholarship with smattering. The
genernl teaching ability of the instructors in this school we think
to be of a high arder of excellence; and some of the instruction
seemed to us to be of extraordivary merit, The general resalg
of the academie training can searcely fail to give the Btate what
i everywhere so much needed, but is eo seldom found, teachers
who are inspired by the scholarly spirit—who love the voeation of
the scholar,

Secomd.  Certain rooms of the Normal School arve ocoupied by
pupils belonging to the public schools of Terre Haute, and these
ﬂ_eimrtme:]hi 4re em]‘}lu:m:l aa Hxluarimelim]. gohools for the teach-
ors in training. Asa preparation for this experimental instrue-
tion in method, pupils are first tanght what is properly called the
theory of the sehool, thua fulfilling the Baconian doetrine: * Studies
perfect nature and are perfected by experience.” When these
teachers in training have learned from study what a schonl ought
to be, they are required to do-actusl practice work in all of the

- A B R N Y

i N AT

M 3

e

SR T o

L
=1

L)
I} (=

-
k2

R

=




16 INOIAKA BTATE NORMAL BCHOOL.

departments above mentioned. This work is done under the eye
of the regular teacher of the department, and in the presence of
certain fellow students, who arve required to observe and eriticize
the lessom given. At the close of the lesson, the eritics make
their report, the regular tencher of the department acts the part of
umpire, and in case of difficulty or doubt, an appeal i made to
the Professor of the Theory and Art of Teaching, It seems to
us that this plan of practice-work fulfills all the conditions that
are attainable. Bo far ag it iz possible in soch o case, the work
done by these prospective teachers is real work; and o far as the
nature of the case will permit, this work is done under conditiona
very like those that the future sehool will actually present.

Car only guestion is whether the eritienl part of the process be
not too thoroughly done,

Third. The instruetion given in what we may eall educational
doetrine, or the psyehology of the teaching art, we think to be
done with unusual ability, The prominence that is given through-
out the school to the rativon] element in the teaching art, is a
most gratifying and hopeful fact. It is this work more than any
other that makes a normal school a prafessional school in the trus
genge of that term ; that constitutes the specific difference between
it and a high school. Our only question with respect to this
work i=, as before, whether analysis and diserimination be not too
exhanstive. ’

Our genernl conelusion is that this schoal i= nnder o direetion
that is eminently wise; that the line of progress conforms to a
high idenl of what a professional school for teachers should be;
nnd that this institution is worthy of the great State that has
founded it and now sustaine it with 2uch liberality.

W. H. Payne.
H. B, TAREELL.

Wai. T. Hagrs,
April 7, 1884,







