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GENERAL S T A T E M E N T . 

The Indiana State Normal School sustains an important rela­
tion to the common schools of the State, and is an essential part 
of our system of public instruction. The State has undertaken 
the work of preparing the children to discharge the duties of in­
dependent members of the different institutions. The common 
school is the instrumentality by which it seeks to secure this 
preparation. Whether the school shall realize its purpose will 
always depend upon the character of the teacher. "As is the 
teacher, so is the school." To secure well qualified and effi­
cient teachers, the State supports a normal school, in which tui­
tion is free to those who intend to teach in the State. The Nor­
mal School works toward the securing of well qualified teachers, 
in several ways, more or less direct. I t works directly toward 
this end by furnishing, to those who are to become teachers, a 
thorough course of instruction in the different studies taught in 
the schools, and in the theory and art of teaching these branches. 
I t works indirectly by maintaining a high standard of professional 
attainments in its graduates, who, by their example as teachers 
in the State, exert an influence in improving the grade of work 
of other teachers with whom they become associated. Also, 
by maintaining a high standard of scholastic and professional at­
tainments, it stimulates the many private teachers' schools in the 
State to do a higher grade of work than they would otherwise do. 
When a school is conducted as a business enterprise, and for the 
purpose of making money, it can not maintain a standard of excel­
lence far above the popular demand. For the elevation of this 
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popular standard, society must look to the endowed schools. These 
alone can afford to sacrifice, numbers for quality of instruction. 
A great school is not alone valuable for the number of students 
it instructs. Its greatest value to society results from the high 
standard of attainments it demands of its graduates, and the 
high order of instruction it gives. Society is influenced much 
more by concrete examples of the value of thorough training, as 
set forth in the lives of its individual members, than by any ab­
stract statement of the value of such attainments. Through the 
influence of a few, who are really superior, and whose superior­
ity is attributed to the high order of training they have received 
at some school, the grade of instruction given by all schools is 
elevated. A State institution is unfaithful to one of its most im­
portant trusts when it lowers the standard of its instruction for 
the purpose of increasing its number of students. 



T H E CONDITION OF T H E SCHOOL. 

The prosperity of the school during the past year has been un­
paralleled in its history. The number in attendance is larger 
than in any previous year, and the attainments of those seeking 
admission are higher from year to year. 

I t is worthy of mention that the relative number of students 
who enter with the design of completing the full course of study 
is greater every term. This shows an increasing desire on the 
part of our prospective teachers to better prepare themselves for 
teaching. This desire is stimulated by the general spirit of pro­
gress in education that prevails throughout the State. There are 
few, if any, States in the Union, that are making more rapid ad­
vancement in the science and art of school teaching, and in a 
proper conception of the function to the common school, than is 
Indiana. 

I t is sometimes asked, Why should the State support a normal 
school when there is so large a number of private normal schools 
in the State that offer instruction to those wishing to prepare for 
teaching? A brief answer to this inquiry may not be inappro­
priate. The State Normal School was established to give that 
instruction and training which is peculiar to the vocation of 
teaching. I t should therefore differ both in its purpose and 
methods from schools that have for their end scholarship and 
mental discipline. I t is a special school to teach both the science 
and the art of school teaching. Scholarship is a necessary con­
dition of this special education, and when a pupil is admitted 
who is deficient in scholarship, the school affords opportunities to 
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acquire it. But scholarship is not the commanding purpose of 
the school. This is called a normal school for the reason that it 
is a school for the preparation of teachers exclusively. This, we 
hold, is the special and technical sense of the term normal, and 
it is also its popular sense. With many so-called normal schools, 
the commanding purpose is not education in the science and art 
of teaching, but, rather, scholarship and mental discipline. They 
may be normal schools in the original sense of the word, and in 
the sense in which it is employed in some of the countries of 
Europe to-day. That is, they may be schools in which good 
methods of instruction are employed and proper processes in 
school government are pursued. They are entitled to the name 
normal in this, its original sense, provided they pursue normal, 
that is natural processes in the accomplishment of their ends. 
They would not be called normal schools because of the peculiar 
nature of the ends they have in view, but because of the excellence 
of the methods employed in doing what they do. A commercial 
school, an academy or a grammar school might be a normal 
school in this sense. .The State Normal School lays claim to its 
name because of the end it seeks to attain. Its one and com­
manding purpose is the education of persons in the theory and 
art of school teaching. We hold that it was the design of the 
Legislature, in the establishment of this school, that it should 
give this special education. The State has already made ample 
provision for the general education of all who might desire it, in 
scholarship. I t is the difference of purpose between the State 
Normal School and other normal schools that one must look to 
for the difference in the schools. Few private normal schools 
are doing the kind of work done at this school. They occupy 
a very different field. There is, therefore, no rivalry or competi­
tion between them and the State school any more than between 
this institution and the different colleges or polytechnic schools 
of the country. The larger the number of students that attend 
these, and all other schools, public and private, and the higher 
they advance their standard of instruction, the more will the 
necessity for the special work done in the State Normal appear, 
and the larger will be our attendance. This double meaning of 
the word normal, has caused much general confusion and misap-
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prehension which has led some to conclude tha t , since a lmost 

every county has its n o r m a l school, the re is lit t le need 

Sta te cont inue to suppor t one. 

GROWTH OF THE SCHOOL. 

t h a t t he 

The following table shows the total enro l lment for each t e r m , 

and the average te rm enro l lment , since the organization of t he 

school: 

YEAR. 

1870 
1870-71 
1871-72 
1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-'80 
1880-'81 
l881-'82 
1882-'83 
1883-'84 

ENROLLMENT. 

Fall 
Term. 

36 
76 
96 

125 
143 
121 
103 
171 
216 
200 
258 
'258 
279 
308 

Winter 
Term. 

40 
33 
85 

1 0 6 A, 

74 r 
146 
118 
120 
187 
198 
218 
270 
254 
297 
329 

Spring 
Term. 

66 
84 

131 
- 197 
J 279 

218 
183 
246 
413 
385 
372 
478 
424 
539 
542 

Total. 

106 
153 
292 
399 
474 
507 
422 
469 
771 
799 
790 

1,006 
936 

1,115 
1,179 

WHENCE THEY COME. 

A record has been kep t of t he vocations of t he pa ren t s 

s tudents who have entered t he N o r m a l School since its c 

tion. Nea r ly all of t h e m come from the farms a n d th 

shops. 

T
er

m
 

n
en

t.
 

M S 
re p 

53 
51 
97 

133 
158 
169 
140 
156 
257 
266 
263 
335 
312 
371 
393 

of those 

rganiza-

e work-
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The following is a detailed statement of the per cent, of attend­
ance from the different vocations : 

Children of farmers 70 per cent. 

Children of mechanics 10 per cent. 

Children of merchants 4 per cent. 

Children of professional men 6 per cent; 

Children of laborers, railroad men, etc 10 per cent. 

• ^ - ^ U s f e ^ a M " 



REPORT OF T H E BOARD OF VISIT­
ORS. 

The following is the last report of the Board of Visitors, who 
were appointed by the State Board of Education, to inspect and 
report upon the work of the Indiana State Normal School. The 
Board is composed of the following persons: Wm. T. Harris, 
L L . D., late Superintendent of Schools of St. Louis; Wm. H . 
Payne, A. M., of the Chair of Education, in Michigan Univer­
sity, and H . S. Tarbell, A. M., Superintendent of Schools of 
Indianapolis: 

H O N . J O H N W. HOLCOMBE : 

Superintendent of Public Instruction of Indiana: 

After an interval of two years, the undersigned have made a 
second visit to the Indiana State Normal School at Terre Haute, 
and they now respectfully present to you, this report of their 
second inspection. 

There has come to be a very general agreement as to the pur­
poses to be served by a Normal School, and these may be briefly 
stated as follows: 

First. To furnish a high quality of academic instruction, at 
least equal in extent to that which is afforded by the standard 
secondary school. In the matter of trained teachers, the great 
need of the State is to place the schools, in which the masses of 
the children and youth are receiving their education, in the 
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hands of young men and women, who have a thorough scholar­
ship considerably in advance of that which their pupils are ex­
pected to receive. A teacher who works up to the limits of his 
acquirements labors under the immense disadvantage of having 
no reserve power; and work done in this way, can not be done 
courageously and well. On his part the pupil is not adequately 
taught, unless he is permitted to see with more clearness how the 
fact that he knows, is related to what remains for him to learn. 
In school administration, no tact in management, no expertness 
in mere method, can be accepted as an equivalent for good schol­
arship ; and in any correct theory of normal schools, sound aca­
demic instruction must be counted as an essential part of a teach­
er's professional knowledge. 

Second. Mere scholarship, however, is no more a fit equipment 
for teaching than mere strength is an equipment for blacksmith-
ing; and there is no more common phenomenon in the school­
room than an imperfect ability, on the part of the teacher, to 
make his knowledge available for the needs of his pupil. Be­
tween supply and demand, there must be some ready transit; and 
in the case of teaching this transit is METHOD. TO the teacher, the 
first question in order of time is, WHAT must I teach? and the 
second, HOW may this be best taught? The difference among 
teachers, as to extent and thoroughness of knowledge, is certainly 
very great; but perhaps even greater is the difference between 
aptness and inaptness in communicating what is known. In 
some way, therefore, those intending to teach should be taught 
the best known methods of doing the various work of the school, 
and so METHOD forms an essential part of a teacher's professional 
knowledge. 

Third. Work upon mere matter, where the conditions remain 
uniform, may be well done by mere rule; but in dealing with 
spirit, where a liability to a change in conditions is always immi­
nent, the deeper knowledge of the principles on which rules rest 
becomes essential for work of high quality. The teacher's art is 
addressed to mind, and if he is to attain the needed versatility 
and sureness in the practice of his art, he must, to some extent, 
be taught the philosophy of spirit; he must know the general 
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principles on which the methods of human training are based. 
For the most part, teaching has been, and perhaps is, an empiri­
cal ar t ; but the need of the times is that it should become a 
rational art. Hence, the normal school, which is the established 
agency for the professional education of teachers, should acquaint 
its pupils with the Science of Teaching. 

We have thought it necessary to make this statement of our 
conception of the purposes of a normal school, in order that the 
conclusions we have reached may be the better understood. 
These conclusions we now briefly state as follows: 

First. The academic instruction given in this school, though 
necessarily of the secondary type, in the main, is of such a char­
acter as to the subjects included in it, the extent to which they 
are carried, and the manner in which they are taught, that the 
result is a training considerably more liberal than that which is 
attained in the average high school. Language, History and 
Science are taught in that catholic spirit that can scarcely fail to 
produce some good degree of genuine culture. We are pleased 
to observe that the general tone of the school is in the direct line 
of sound scholarship; we found no trace of the seductive heresy 
that confounds work with play, scholarship with smattering. The 
general teaching ability of the instructors in this school we think 
to be of a high order of excellence; and some of the instruction 
seemed to us to be of extraordinary merit. The general result 
of the academic training can scarcely fail to give the State what 
is everywhere so much needed, but is so seldom found, teachers 
who are inspired by the scholarly spirit—Who love the vocation of 
the scholar. 

Second. Certain rooms of the Normal School are occupied by 
pupils belonging to the public schools of Terre Haute, and these 
departments are employed as experimental schools for the teach­
ers in training. As a preparation for this experimental instruc­
tion in method, pupils are first taught what is properly called the 
tlieory of the school, thus fulfilling the Baconian doctrine: " Studies 
perfect nature and are perfected by experience." When these 
teachers in training have learned from study whit a school ought 
to be, they are required to do actual practice work in all of the 
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departments above mentioned. This work is done under the eye 
of the regular teacher of the department, and in the presence of 
certain fellow students, who are required to observe and crilicise 
the lesson given. At the close of the lesson, the critics make 
their report, the regular teacher of the department acts the part of 
umpire, and in case of difficulty or doubt, an appeal is made to 
the Professor of the Theory and Art of Teaching. I t seems to 
us that this plan of practice-work fulfills all the conditions that 
are attainable. So far as it is possible in such a case, the work 
done by these prospective teachers is real work; and so far as the 
nature of the case will permit, this work is done under conditions 
very like those that the future school will actually present. 

Our only question is whether the critical part of the process be 
not too thoroughly done. 

Third. The instruction given in what we may call educational 
doctrine, or the psychology of the teaching art, we think to be 
done with unusual ability. The prominence that is given through­
out the school to the rational element in the teaching art, is a 
most gratifying and hopeful fact. I t is this work more than any 
other that makes a normal school a professional school in the true 
sense of that term ; that constitutes the specific difference between 
it and a high school. Our only question with respect to this 
work is, as before, whether analysis and discrimination be not too 
exhaustive. 

Our general conclusion is that this school is under a direction 
that is eminently wise; that the line of progress conforms to a 
high ideal of what a professional school for teachers should be; 
and that this institution is worthy of the great State that has 
founded it and now sustains it with such liberality. 

W. H. P A Y N E . 

H . S. TARBELL. 

W M . T. H A R R I S . 

April 7, 1884. 



COURSE OF INSTRUCTION. 

There are three classes of students for whom instruction must 
be provided. The first and largest class includes those who wish 
to prepare for teaching in the common schools in country, town 
or city, and who enter the Normal School having the minimum 
amount of scholarship and but little of that mental discipline 
which results from a full and efficient course of school instruc­
tion. These must learn both the matter they are to teach, and 
the method of teaching it, in the Normal School. The school 
must afford them both academic and professional instruction. 

Another class of students for whom provision is made is com­
posed of those who have completed the course of study in our 
best high schools and academies, and of those who may not pos­
sess the scholarship of the high school graduate, but who are 
teachers of age and experience, and because of their greater ma­
turity are able to keep pace with these graduates. 

The third class includes those who have graduated from the 
colleges and universities of the State, and who seek that profes­
sional training which shall fit them to assume the duties of super­
intendents and principals of high schools. 

The Normal School aims to give all of these instruction which 
shall secure the following results : 

First. A thorough and scientific knowledge of the common 
school branches. 

Second. A knowledge of mental science. 
Third. A knowledge of methods of teaching the common 

school branches, determined (a) by the nature of the subject 
taught and the purpose for which it is taught, and (b) by the 
laws of mind active in the different stages of its growth. In 
other words, a knowledge of methods based upon a knowledge 

2—NORMAL. 


