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Now in his second year as a collegiate head coach at Indiana State is Trent 
Miles. Miles was named the Sycamores’  23rd head football coach on 
December 4, 2007.

In his inaugural season on the job, Miles had three players earn All-Missouri 
Valley Football Conference honors as Jayden Everett, Donye McCleskey and 
Alex Sewall all took Honorable Mention plaudits. Additionally, Larry Carter, 
Sewall and Ryan Roberts took MVFC All-Newcomer status as well.

Everett recorded 102 total tackles on the season, which ranked in the 
nation’s top 20 and was in the top five in the MVFC.  Everett had a key 
forced fumble and recovery in the season finale against Missouri State that 
allowed Indiana State to comeback from down 14-0 to force overtime. He 
posted six games in which he recorded double digit tackles, including a 

HEAD COACH TRENT MILES

season-high 18 stops on Homecoming versus South Dakota State.

Junior Donye McCleskey posted 98 total tackles last season, including 53 total stops. In the conference opener 
against Illinois State, McCleskey was credited with a career-high 17 total tackles. Known as a big-play defensive 
threat, McCleskey recovered a fumble and returned it 47 yards for a touchdown at Youngstown State. He had four 
games in which he recorded at least 10 tackles, including 13 against South Dakota State, 11 in the season finale 
versus Missouri State, 10 at Western Illinois and the season-best 17 versus the Redbirds.

Freshman Alex Sewall was Indiana State’s top newcomer on defense with 90 total tackles, including 52 solo stops as 
he played in all 12 of the Sycamores’ contests this season. Sewall posted a season-best nine tackles in five different 
contests: at Eastern Illinois, at Northern Illinois, South Dakota State, at North Dakota State and in the season finale 
versus Missouri State.

Carter played in 10 games last season and recorded 34 total tackles, including one for a loss and was credited with 
one half of a sack. He broke up four passes and recovered one fumble at Southern Illinois. In the conference opener 
against Illinois State he posted a team-high eight tackles.

Freshman Ryan Roberts played in all 12 games, including the final six as the Sycamore quarterback after playing 
the first six games on the defensive side of the ball. He completed 39-of-84 passes for 294 yards, including a long of 
20 yards. Roberts was strong on the ground with 107 rushes for 194 yards, plus three rushing touchdowns. On the 
defensive side of the ball, Roberts was credited with nine total tackles. He posted a season-high 59 rushing yards at 
Youngstown State and was 15-of-24 for 124 yards passing against South Dakota State.

Running a well-rounded program is an important concept for Miles as evidenced by a trio of Sycamores being named 
to the MVFC All-Academic squad. Those Sycamores making the second team were tight end Josh Jones and punter 
Gabe Mullane while offensive lineman Jack Byrne was an honorable mention selection.

Jones, who holds 3.92 GPA in Exercise Science, was the Sycamores’ top pass catching tight end as he hauled in 11 
passes for 83 yards, an average of 7.5 yards per catch. Jones also was credited with one rush and a pair of kickoff 



returns during the season.

Mullane, who holds a 3.93 GPA in Physical Education, punted 82 times on the year for a total of 2,948 yards. He 
averaged 36.0 yards per kick and recorded a long punt of 66 yards. Mullane only had two touchbacks in 82 punts 
and forced 10 fair catches. He was able to pin the opposition inside their own 20-yard line a total of 17 times and 
recorded six punts of 50 yards or more.

Byrne, who held a 3.15 GPA in Business, played and started in all 12 games for the Sycamores at the center position. 
The Sycamore offense gained 1,539 yards on the ground and reached the end zone eight times. Byrne was the leader 
of a team which also had 881 yards through the air and reached the end zone through the air three times.



The ISU Football team is also very involved in 
community service, including working tirelessly across 
the Wabash Valley in June of 2008 helping victims of the 
floods in the area. The football players at ISU also are 
committed to teaching young children how to read and 
visiting with local hospitals to help children that are ill.

Miles is a native of Terre Haute, Ind., and is a 1987 
graduate of Indiana State. He was a wide receiver at 
Indiana State from 1982-86, where his 1983 and 1984 
squads each won nine games and advanced to the 
NCAA FCS playoffs. The 1984 Sycamores were ranked 
No. 1 in the nation for most of the season. That team was 
inducted into the Indiana State University Hall of Fame 
on Sept. 7, 2002.

Prior to coming to Indiana State, Miles completed his 
third season as the Washington running backs coach 
in 2007 after having spent the previous three years on 
Tyrone Willingham’s staff at Notre Dame as the wide 
receivers coach. 

In 2007, Husky running back Louis Rankin rushed for 1,294 yards, becoming the first Washington player to tally a 
1,000-yard rushing season since 1997.

While at Notre Dame, he mentored future NFL standouts Maurice Stovall, Rhema McKnight and Arnaz Battle, as well 
as Jeff Samardzija, who is now playing professional baseball in the Chicago Cubs organization. 

Prior to coaching at Notre Dame, Miles worked under Willingham for one year at Stanford. That season Miles had the 
opportunity to coach some of the nation’s finest receivers including Luke Powell (whose 22.3-yard average per catch 
set a school record) and Teyo Johnson (the 2001 Pacific-10 Co-Freshman of the Year and a second-round draft pick of 
the Oakland Raiders in 2003).

Miles spent the 2000 campaign with the Green Bay Packers as an offensive assistant, working with the wide receivers 
and as a quality control coach. During his tenure with the Packers, he coached NFL all-pro receiver Antonio Freeman. 

Miles has 20 years of coaching experience on the collegiate level. He was the wide receivers coach at Fresno State 
for three years (1997-99), producing some of the greatest receivers in Bulldogs’ history. In 1999, two of his receivers, 
Rodney Wright and Charles Smith, combined to produce more than 1,600 yards and 14 touchdowns on 120 
receptions. Their production helped the Bulldogs to a share of the Western Athletic Conference championship and a 
berth in the Las Vegas Bowl. He also recruited and coached Bernard Barien of the Minnesota Vikings. 

Throughout his career, Miles has coached on both sides of the ball including wide receivers, defensive backs and 



linebackers. Miles began his coaching career at Indiana State in 1987, tutoring the wide receivers and defensive 
backs as a graduate assistant. Another graduate assistant position followed at New Mexico (1988-89), where he 
worked with the receivers and linebackers. Miles then moved on to Oklahoma in 1990, working with the wide 
receivers as a graduate assistant. 

Following four seasons as an assistant at Northern Illinois (1991-93 as receivers coach, 1994 with defensive backs), 
Miles headed west to Hawaii for two seasons (1995-96), where he spent a season each with the wide receivers and 
defensive backs. 

Miles earned a bachelor’s degree in criminology from Indiana State in 1987. He was born July 29, 1963, in Terre Haute, 
Ind. Miles married the former Bridget Hogan on July 10, 2004. They have three daughters, Kaylee (4), Anna (2), and 
Charlie Elizabeth (1).



COACH MIKE DENBROCK
In his first season as an assistant coach with Indiana State is Mike 
Denbrock. Denbrock is the Sycamores’ Associate Head Coach and 
Special Teams Coordinator. His primary focus will be with the Sycamore 
linebackers on the defensive side of the ball.

Denbrock comes to Indiana State from the University of Washington, 
where he spent the last five seasons as the program’s offensive line coach.

He worked for a total of nine seasons under Tyrone Willingham, as he 
coached the offensive line and tight ends at Notre Dame and Stanford 
before coming to Washington.

In 2007, the Husky line led the way for Louis Rankin, the first 1,000-yard 

rusher at the UW since 1997. Additionally, quarterback Jake Locker ran for 986 yards, finishing a mere 14 yards 
short of the 1,000-yard plateau. Center Juan Garcia earned All-Pac-10 second-team honors.

During his time at Notre Dame, Denbrock’s tackles and tight ends helped Irish sophomore quarterback Brady 
Quinn have one of the most successful passing seasons in Notre Dame his tory in 2004. In fact, Denbrock was 
instrumental in the Fighting Irish’s recruitment of Quinn, who went on to be selected in the first round of the NFL 
Draft in 2007.

Those players were also a contributing factor as the Irish produced 1,000-yard rushers in both of Denbrock’s first 
two seasons in South Bend. During his time at Notre Dame, Denbrock tutored several offensive linemen who were 
NFL Draft selections: Jim Molinaro, Jeff Faine, Jordan Black, Sean Mahan and Brennan Curtin.

Prior to coming to Notre Dame, Denbrock worked in a similar capacity under Willingham for one season at 
Stanford in 2001. Denbrock’s line helped lead the way for a Stanford rushing attack which ranked 23rd in the 
nation in 2001 and led the Pac-10, averaging more than 200 yards per game and scoring 27 touchdowns.

At Stanford he coached first-round NFL draft pick Kwame Harris (San Francisco 49ers in 2003) and Kirk Chambers, 
who was selected in the fifth round by Cleveland.

Before his stint at Stanford, Denbrock was the assistant head coach, defensive coordinator and offensive and 
defensive line coach for the Buf falo Destroyers of the Arena Football League in 1999-2000. In his second year, 
Denbrock helped the Destroyers land a playoff berth.

Prior to his two years in Buffalo, Denbrock coached at his alma mater, Grand Valley State (1992-98), following 
coaching stops at Missouri Valley Football Conference member Illinois State (1990-91) and Michigan State (1988-
89).



In his first season as an assistant coach with 
Indiana State is Mike Denbrock. Denbrock 
is the Sycamores’ Associate Head Coach 
and Special Teams Coordinator. His primary 
focus will be with the Sycamore linebackers 
on the defensive side of the ball.

Denbrock comes to Indiana State from 
the University of Washington, where he 
spent the last five seasons as the program’s 
offensive line coach.

He worked for a total of nine seasons under 
Tyrone Willingham, as he coached the 
offensive line and tight ends at Notre Dame 
and Stanford before coming to Washington.

In 2007, the Husky line led the way for Louis 
Rankin, the first 1,000-yard rusher at the UW 
since 1997. Additionally, quarterback Jake 
Locker ran for 986 yards, finishing a mere 
14 yards short of the 1,000-yard plateau. 
Center Juan Garcia earned All-Pac-10 
second-team honors.

During his time at Notre Dame, Denbrock’s 
tackles and tight ends helped Irish 
sophomore quarterback Brady Quinn have 
one of the most successful passing seasons 
in Notre Dame his tory in 2004. In fact, 
Denbrock was instrumental in the Fighting 
Irish’s recruitment of Quinn, who went on 
to be selected in the first round of the NFL 
Draft in 2007.



COACH SHANNON JACKSON
In his second season as the Indiana State defensive coordinator under 
head coach Trent Miles is Shannon Jackson.

Last season Jackson coached freshman Alex Sewall to an All-Missouri 
Valley Football Conference Honorable Mention selection as well as a berth 
on the MVFC’s All-Newcomer Team. Additionally, Jayden Everett and Donye 
McCleskey also took home All-MVFC Honorable Mention honors under his 
watch in 2008.

Everett recorded 102 total tackles on the season, which ranked in the 
nation’s top 20 and was in the top five in the MVFC.  Everett had a key 
forced fumble and recovery in the season finale against Missouri State that 
allowed Indiana State to comeback from down 14-0 to force overtime. He 
posted six games in which he recorded double digit tackles, including a 

season-high 18 stops on Homecoming versus South Dakota State.
Junior Donye McCleskey posted 98 total tackles this season, including 53 total stops. In the conference opener 
against Illinois State, McCleskey was credited with a career-high 17 total tackles. Known as a big-play defensive 
threat, McCleskey recovered a fumble and returned it 47 yards for a touchdown at Youngstown State. Had four 
games in which he recorded at least 10 tackles, including 13 against South Dakota State, 11 in the season finale 
versus Missouri State, 10 at Western Illinois and the season-best 17 versus the Redbirds.
Freshman Alex Sewall was Indiana State’s top newcomer on defense with 90 total tackles, including 52 solo stops as 
he played in all 12 of the Sycamores’ contests this season. Sewall posted a season-best nine tackles in five different 
contests: at Eastern Illinois, at Northern Illinois, South Dakota State, at North Dakota State and in the season finale 
versus Missouri State.
The honors continued for Jackson’s defensive troops as Larry Carter and Ryan Roberts also took MVFC All-
Newcomer Team honors.

Jackson returned home to rejoin the Indiana State football program in 2008. He spent the 1995-99 seasons as a 
defensive lineman for the Sycamores and went on to work the next five seasons as an assistant coach, primarily 
with the Sycamore defensive line.

Jackson previously served as the Eastern Illinois defensive line coach the past three seasons. In 2006, his defensive 
front line helped the Panthers rank first in the nation in turnovers forced while sophomore Pierre Walters ranked 
second in the OVC in sacks to earn second team All-Ohio Valley Conference honors.

The 2007 unit was also solid with Walters earning first team All-OVC honors as the EIU front four combined for 44.5 
tackles for loss and 15 of the Panthers’ 16 sacks.

Prior to joining the Eastern Illinois staff, Jackson spent four seasons as a defensive assistant with the Sycamores 
(2001-04) plus one year as a graduate assistant (2000).

As a coach for the Sycamores, Jackson tutored Kyle Mitchell along the Sycamore defensive front, leading him to All-
Gateway honors on three separate seasons. Mitchell finished his career with a school record 25.5 sacks, as Jackson 



coached the former Sycamore standout while Mitchell was en route to breaking the record that Jackson once held. 
Jackson finished his career with 24 sacks, the former record before Mitchell eclipsed him in 2005.

During the 2001 campaign, Jackson’s first as the full-time defensive line coach, he oversaw the development of All-
America candidate Richard Harris, who ranked among the national tackle-for-loss leaders. Harris went on to sign a 
free agent contract with the Tennessee Titans of the National Football League.

Jackson initially joined the Sycamore football staff prior to the 2000 season, serving in the role of graduate 
assistant/tight ends coach.

A preseason First Team All-America 
selection as a senior defensive lineman in 
1999, Jackson was selected to two All-
American postseason squads following 
that campaign. In addition, Jackson 
was named an All-American by the Don 
Hansen Football Gazette following the 
1997 season.

Jackson registered a career-high 89 
tackles as a sophomore in 1997, including 
48 solo stops. He was a two-time team 
captain for the Sycamores and took home 
first team All-Gateway Conference honors 
in 1997 and 1999, while also being named 
a second team All-Gateway honoree 
in 1998. In addition, Jackson was an 
Academic All-Gateway selection in 1997 
and was a two-time member of the ISU 
Dean’s List.

He also spent the summer of 2003 as a 
member of the Jacksonville Jaguars staff 
as part of the NFL’s Minority Internship 
Program. A native of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
Jackson earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Indiana State in Criminology in 
2000. He and his wife Sumalayo reside in 
Charleston, Ill.



COACH TROY WALTERS
In his first season as the Sycamores’ offensive coordinator as well as 
quarterbacks and wide receivers coach is Troy Walters. Walters comes to 
comes after recently completing an eight-year NFL career.
 
“Troy Walters’ success on the field as a player brings him instant credibility 
with our players,” head coach Trent Miles said. “His knowledge of the game 
is from the highest levels of football. His greatest qualities mirror everything 
that our program stands for. He was a tremendous player on the field, he 
was a great student in the classroom and is a leader in the community. This 
is a great day for our program to welcome someone with the experience 
Troy Walters brings into the Sycamore football family.”
 
And for Walters, the chance to join the Sycamore football program 
represents a great opportunity for an accomplished player to join the 
collegiate coaching ranks.

 
“After talking with Trent, I became very excited about the direction he has the Sycamore football program going in,” 
Walters said. “I am very excited about the opportunity to come here. Coaching football has been a goal of mine and 
working with this program is a great start to this phase of my career.”
 
Walters began his NFL playing career with the Minnesota Vikings in 2000 after being selected in the fifth round of the 
NFL Draft. He finished his rookie season with a 23.1 kickoff return average, seeing action in 12 games. After working 
for another season primarily as a kick-off return specialist with the Vikings, Walters took his talents to the Indianapolis 
Colts.
 
In 2003, Walters started four of 15 games for the Colts and posted career-best numbers with 36 pass receptions for 
456 yards and three touchdowns. He recorded receptions in 12 outings, including 10 multiple-reception games.
 
In 2005, he saw action in all 16 games in Indianapolis, making one start at wide receiver and finished the season 
with 14 receptions for 152 yards and three touchdowns. That season he set single-game career-bests with eight 
receptions for 91 yards and a touchdown at Seattle on Christmas Eve.
 
After moving to the Arizona Cardinals in 2006, Walters played in 15 games and had 23 receptions for 209 yards and 
two touchdowns. He scored the Cardinals’ first touchdown of 2006 when he pulled in a two-yard pass in the first 
quarter of the season opener versus San Francisco.
 
Walters wrapped up his professional career in 2007 with the Detroit Lions. While there, Walters saw significant action 
as both a wide receiver and punt return specialist.
 
Prior to working in the professional ranks, Walters was a star wide receiver for Stanford. Over her standout career, 
Walters recorded 244 pass receptions for 3,986 yards with 26 touchdowns scored. He also reached the end zone 
three times on punt returns.



 
He set a new Pac-10 record for career receptions and set the school career marks for receptions and yards as well as 
ranking second in receiving touchdowns. Walters won the Bilentnikoff Award as the nation’s top receiver in college 
football as a senior with 74 catches for 1,456 yards and 10 touchdowns. He was a consensus All-American selection as 
well as the Pac-10 Offensive Player of the Year. He also took home Burger King Academic All-America and Academic 
All-Pac-10 honors.
 
His 3,986 yards receiving was seventh in the history of college football and his 244 pass receptions were 19th.
 
“I have been blessed to have played with and played for with so many great offensive minds during my career,” 
Walters said. “I believe I have received a lot of great knowledge from some many people who have demonstrated 
how to do things successfully.”
 
Walters was born in Bloomington, Ind. His father, Trent Walters, has been an assistant coach at Indiana, Louisville, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Texas A&M and Notre Dame in the college ranks while working in the NFL for the Cincinnati 
Bengals, Minnesota Vikings and Philadelphia Eagles.
 
He was a stand-out football player at A&M Consolidated High School School where he was a second team All-Greater 
Houston and third team All-Texas selection as a senior.



COACH DAVID POINSETT
David Poinsett is in his first season as the Indiana State football offensive 
line coach under head coach Trent Miles. 

David Poinsett comes to ISU from the Northwestern Oklahoma State 
coaching staff as the assistant head coach and was also in charge of the 
offensive line.  

Poinsett has spent the prior three years in the business sector and 
will return to coaching with more than 20 years experience, including 
collegiate and professional levels.

Poinsett served two terms as a coach for the Macon Knights of the Arena 
Football League 2. During the 2005 and 2006 seasons, he was the assistant 



assistant coach and in his first tenure in 
2004, he was employed as the Offensive 
Coordinator. In between the Macon 
Knights, Poinsett was an assistant coach at 
Arkansas Tech University from 2004-05.

For four years, 2001-04, Poinsett was the 
head coach at Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College in Wesson, Miss. He also was an 
offensive line coach at two other colleges, 
including Mars Hill College (N.C.) for five 
seasons (1997-01) and from 1996-97 at 
Newberry College (S.C.).

A 1989 graduate of the University of 
South Carolina, Poinsett was named the 
team’s Lineman of the Year during the 
1987 season, as well as being a member 
of South Carolina’s All-Decade team of the 
1980’s.

He served as a student assistant at South 
Carolina during the 1988 season and 
followed in 1989 as a graduate assistant at 
Youngstown State.

Throughout his coaching career, 
Poinsett has been an AFCA District III 
Representative, was a member of the 
Division II Assistant Football Coaches 
Committee and has been an active AFCA 
member from 1996-present.

Poinsett received his bachelor’s degree in 
history and his master’s degree in social 
studies from South Carolina in 1995.

He resides in Alva with his wife Tonya and 
daughters Michelle (7), and Aimee (5), and 
son Sean (3).



COACH JESSE MINTER
Entering his first season as an assistant football coach at Indiana State and 
working with the team’s running backs is Jesse Minter.

Minter comes to Indiana State from Cincinnati, where he spent the past 
two seasons as a graduate assistant coach, working with the defensive 
staff and specifically assisting with the coaching of the linebackers. His 
time with the Bearcats was during a very successful time for their program 
as the team won the Big East Conference in 2008 with an 11-3 record and 
advanced to a BCS Bowl for the first time in school history. Cincinnati 
earned a berth into the 2009 Orange Bowl where they matched up with 
Virginia Tech, the champions of the Atlantic Coast Conference. Working 
for head coach Brian Kelly, the Bearcat defense ranked first in the nation in 
takeaways during the 2007 campaign.

A 2005 graduate of the College of Mount St. Joseph, 
Minter served as a football intern at Notre Dame in 2006. 
He helped a defensive unit that keyed the Irish to a 10-3 
record.

A four-year football letterwinner, Minter helped Mount 
St. Joseph compile a 30-10 record, marking the best 
four-year mark in school history, as the Lions won 
consecutive Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference 
crowns in 2004 and 2005. As a wide receiver, Minter 
helped the Lions to back-to-back NCAA Division III 
playoff appearances in his junior and senior seasons. 
In 2004, Mount St. Joseph posted a perfect 10-0 mark 
in the regular season andost to eventual national 
champion Mount Union in the first round the following 
year.

A native of Yorktown, Ind., Minter graduated from 
Yorktown High School. He is the son of former Cincinnati 
head football coach and current Marshall University 
defensive coordinator Rick Minter and is married to 
the former Rachelle Wittich. The couple resides in Terre 
Haute.



COACH LUKE POWELL
In his first season as an assistant football coach with the Indiana State 
football program is Luke Powell. Powell works with the team’s defensive 
backs.

Powell came to Indiana State from the Stanford Athletic Department where 
he served in the administration from July 08 until earlier this year. He also 
worked as the defensive backs coach at Menlo Atherton High School. 

Prior to working with Stanford, he attended graduate school at Washington 
from 2007 until 2008, working on a graduate degree in Education.

Powell also previously worked at Hamilton High School in Chandler, Ariz., 
in 2005 where he coached the receivers and defensive backs. Hamilton put 
together an impressive 14-1 record with Powell on the coaching staff while 
capturing the Arizona State Championship.

Prior to joining the coaching ranks, Powell saw time during January of 2005 as a free agent with the Arizona Cardinals 
and also as a free agent in 2004 with the San Diego Chargers.

He also used his on the field talents to gain notice on the big screen as Powell was the quarterback in all of the game 
action scenes as part of the hit movie “We Are Marshall.” Powell filmed his parts for the motion picture in Atlanta, Ga.

Powell played collegiataly at Stanford from 1999 until 2003. He was a First-Team All-America selection as a kick 
returner, and established himself as one of the most dangerous players in college football. His 18.8 receiving average 
per catch ranked in the Top 5 all-time at Stanford. He was also one of the school’s all-time best punt returners, 
recording 47 punt returns for 533 yards and one touchdown.

He was named a First-Team All-America kick return specialist in 2001 by the Football Writers Association Of American 
after averaging 16.0 yards per punt return, second best in the nation. He was the first ever Cardinal to earn All-
America honors as a kick returner.

As a redshirt freshman in 2000, Powell had four catches for over 60 yards and two more over 30 yards to go along 
with a 51-yard punt return for a touchdown. He finished the year with 18 receptions for 502 yards and three 
touchdowns and a team-leading 27.9 yards per catch average. Powell fell two receptions shy of qualifying for the 
school’s single season yards per catch record (21.1 ypc). He had nine punt returns for 95 yards and three kickoff 
returns for 64 yards. His big plays included a 76-yard touchdown reception at UCLA, a 75-yard touchdown pass play 
vs. Cal in The Big Game, a 67-yard reception vs. San Jose State and a 60-yard reception vs. Washington. 

In high school, Powell was an option quarterback in high school who earned the reputation of being a dangerous 
player every time he touched the ball. He was a three-year starter at quarterback and defensive back for Smyrna High 
School in Tennessee where as a senior, he threw for over 1,400 yards and 14 touchdowns and ran for over 1,000 yards 
and 12 TDs.



COACH MORGAN TURNER

COACH JAYDEN EVERETT
In his first season as an assistant coach for the Indiana State football program is Jayden 
Everett. He works as the team’s assistant linebackers coach.

Everett recently completed a successful three-year career for the Indiana State program 
that saw him named the team’s Co-Most Valuable Player as well as Defensive captain as 
a senior. Additionally, he was one of three Sycamores to earn All-Missouri Valley Confer-
ence Honorable Mention status following the campaign. 

During his final year on the team, Everett recorded 102 total tackles, which ranked in 
the nation’s top 20 and was in the top five in the Missouri Valley Football Conference.  
Everett had a key forced fumble and recovery in the season finale against Missouri 
State that allowed Indiana State to comeback from down 14-0 to force overtime. He 
posted six games in which he recorded double digit tackles, including a season-high 18 
stops on Homecoming versus South Dakota State.

As a junior, Everett totaled 26 total tackles, 17 solo, in three games played before suffer-
ing a season ending injury. He recorded 2.5 tackles for loss, tallying twelve yards in all. 
He also tiied for the team lead in 2007 with two forced fumbles.

After transfering into the program in 2007, Everett played in all 11 games at linebacker for the Sycamores, recording 61 total stops, 
including 29 solos. He recorded eight tackles for loss while forcing a fumble and posted a season-high 13 tackles against Murray State 
as well as a conference-best nine stops versus UNI. His 5.5 tackles per game average finished tied for 28th in the Gateway.

Prior to his time at Indiana State, he played football for two seasons at Coffeyville Junior College for coach Jeff Leiber. Everett was 
named a Preseason All-American and was First Team All-Jayhawk Conference selection at linebacker. He was credited with 112 total 

In his first season as an assistant coach at Indiana State with the football program is 
Morgan Turner. Turner will work under head coach Trent Miles as well as offensive coor-
dinator Troy Walters as the program’s quarterback coach.

Turner has spent the the last several years working in private business in the financial 
services and real estate law industries.

He was a student coach for the Illinois Fightin Illini during the 2004 season where he 
was a key member of the staff which was in charge of integrating the playbook into 
a computer generated format. Turner also analyzed the opposition’s defense and 
coached the Illini defensive scout team.

Last year he worked as the quarterback coach and scout team coordinator for Central 
High School in Champaign, Ill. Central finished the year with a 5-5 record and advanced 
to the Illinois State Playoffs.

During the summers of 2003 and 2004 Turner coached the freshman quarterbacks dur-
ing camp. In addition to creating a playbook for the team’s offense, he was the camp’s 
activity coordinator and coached an undefeated team of middle school students to a 
undefeated championship.

Turner was also a star high school quarterback at Centennial High School in Cham-
paign. He is the son of Chicago Bears’ Offensive Coordinator Ron Turner and is the 
nephew of NFL coaching veteran Norv Turner.



Dennis Raetz is currently in his second season as the Director of Football 
Development at Indiana State University. He will serve as a part-time defensive 
coach, working with the secondary.

Last season Raetz coached freshman Alex Sewall to an All-Missouri Valley Football 
Conference Honorable Mention selection as well as a berth on the MVFC’s All-
Newcomer Team. Additionally, Jayden Everett and Donye McCleskey also took 
home All-MVFC Honorable Mention honors under Raetz’s watch in 2008.

Raetz returned to the Sycamore football sidelines during the 2007 campaign in 
which assumed the interim head football coaching duties on September 24 of that 
season. Overall, Raetz spent 19 seasons as head football coach at ISU, having also 
previously led the Sycamores from 1980-1997.

COACH DENNIS RAETZ

Raetz completed a 10-year run as Indiana State University’s Associate Director of Athletics for Compliance and Internal Affairs. in 
the summer of 2007. He assumed those duties on December of 1997, after serving as the Sycamores’ head football coach for the 
previous 18 years.

Raetz is the most prolific football coach in Indiana State University history. In 1991, Raetz became the all-time winningest coach 
in Sycamore history, surpassing the legendary Wally Marks. He currently tops the Sycamore record book with 94 career coaching 
victories. His overall record is 94-105-1.

In 1997, Raetz’s team won a double overtime thriller at Illinois State as well as contests against Southern Illinois and Kentucky 
State.

In 1996, Raetz orchestrated his second consecutive winning season, finishing the campaign with a 6-5 record, despite losing 
several key members of the offense to injury. More impressively, Raetz guided the Sycamores to a second-place finish in the 
Gateway Football Conference, tying Western Illinois and Missouri State for runner-up honors behind conference champion and 
national semi-finalist, Northern Iowa.

For the first time in school history the Sycamores won back-to-back-to-back road contests on successive weekends, defeating 
Liberty (13-10), Western Illinois (10-7) and Southern Illinois (24-13). Those three wins were sandwiched in between home victories 
over St. Joseph’s College and Illinois State as part of a five-game winning streak. That five-game stretch allowed the Sycamores to 
crack The Sports Network Top 25 for the second consecutive season.

The Dean of the Gateway Conference, Raetz guided the ISU program to its greatest heights including a No. 1 national ranking 
during most of the 1984 season and two trips to the NCAA FCS playoffs. Raetz was named the Missouri Valley Conference Coach 
of the Year in 1984 while also garnering Kodak FCS District Coach of the Year honors. The 1995 campaign saw Raetz guide the 
Sycamores to their fifth-best record in school history.

Coach Raetz has been a fixture at ISU since 1978 when he came to Terre Haute to serve on Dick Jamieson’s staff as defensive 
coordinator and linebackers coach. He remained in that position for two seasons before taking over the top job on February 25, 
1980.

In his role as Associate A.D. For Compliance and Internal Affairs, Raetz handled the athletics department’s compliance department, 



making sure Indiana State adhered to NCAA, Missouri Valley and Gateway 
Football Conferences rules and regulations. He also served as the 
department’s liaison to the academic and financial aid offices while also 
overseeing several sports.

A native of North Platte, Neb., Raetz attended the University of Nebraska 
on a football scholarship, but his playing career was cut short by a severe 
knee injury. Following his college graduation in 1968, he was an assistant 
coach at North Kansas City High School in Missouri for five seasons before 
accepting head-coaching responsibilities at J.C. Harmon High School in 
Kansas City, KS. In four seasons at Harmon, he coached former Denver 
Broncos All-Pro cornerback Mark Haynes. Raetz guided his clubs to a pair 
of conference championships and a 24-13 record.

In 1977, Raetz joined the University of Missouri coaching staff where he 
worked with the defensive ends in addition to his duties as the junior 
varsity head coach. It was at Mizzou that he began a working friendship 
with former Sycamore head football coach Jamieson, who one year later 
became head coach at Indiana State.

Raetz followed Jamieson to ISU and, after the 1979 season, became the 
school’s 15th head coach when Jamieson became an assistant coach with 

the St. Louis Cardinals of the National Football League.

Raetz quickly put his stamp on Indiana State football with a stiff defense and efficient offense. After posting 6-5, 5-5-1 and 5-6 
marks in his first three campaigns, Raetz broke through in 1983. The Sycamores got out of the gates quickly with two victories to 
open the season before making a trip to national power Florida. ISU battled the mighty Gators down to the wire only to fall, 17-13. 
Raetz’ crew finished with a flourish in winning the last three regular season games and earning a FCS playoff berth for the first 
time in school history. The Sycamores defeated Eastern Illinois in the first round and fell to Southern Illinois in the quarterfinals.

ISU took that momentum gained from the 1983 season and rattled off nine straight victories to start the 1984 campaign and earn 
a No. 1 national ranking in the FCS polls. The Sycamore season came to an end in the playoffs for the second consecutive season, 
this time dropping a 42-41 decision to Middle Tennessee State in overtime.

Raetz had led the Sycamore football program to two of its three nine-win seasons, the highest victory total in school history.

In the later years of his first run as head football coach, the Sycamores have given several scares to much bigger FBS foes, including 
1993’s 27-10 setback at Big Ten foe Minnesota and 1994’s 20-17 loss at Toledo. Perhaps the most memorable near-miss was in 
1991 at Kansas State. The Sycamores took a 25-24 lead over the Big 12 Conference opponents with 3:24 to play in the game and 
set up for a two-point conversion. The two-point pass attempt was intercepted and returned for a two-point defensive conversion 
and a 26-25 Kansas State victory.

Perhaps what is even more impressive than Raetz’s team’s hard-fought battles against FBS opposition is the fact that his 
Sycamores have never lost a contest against a team in a lower classification than the NCAA Division I FCS level.

Since originally taking over the reigns of the ISU football program, Raetz has been instrumental in the development of several 
standout players including Missouri Valley Conference Defensive Players of the Year Gerry Gluscic (1979), Craig Shaffer (1981), 
Wayne Davis (1984) and Vencie Glenn (1985), and MVC Offensive Players of the Year Reggie Allen (1979) and Jeff Miller (1984).



The Sycamores’ 1991 class included Gateway Offensive Player of the Year and All-American Derrick Franklin along with All-
American Charles Swann. Running back David Wright earned All-America honors in 1992, while offensive guard Shawn Moore 
and defensive end Dan Brandenburg earned All-America honors from 1993 until 1995. In 1996, inside linebacker Richard Moss 
joined this illustrious list, grabbing a few post-season All-America awards.

Several of the above mentioned players have gone on to National Football League careers. In all, 41 Sycamores have signed NFL 
contracts under Raetz’s tutelage. 

The veteran coach has also been extremely successful at turning out top notch coaches. Former Raetz assistants include Sean 
Payton, current head coach of the New Orleans Saints; Dave McGinnis, former head coach of the Arizona Cardinals and current 
Tennessee Titans assistant coach; Bobby Turner, an assistant coach with the Denver Broncos; Alvin Reynolds, an assistant coach 
with the Jacksonville Jaguars; Dave Magazu, an assistant coach with the Carolina Panthers, as well as collegiate assistant coaches 
Steve Brickey, Tim McGuire, Pat Henderson, Pete Hoener, Trent Miles, Kevin Ramsey and Bobby Boyce.

Raetz and his wife Betty reside in nearby Riley, Ind. Their daughter Jaime graduated from the University of Nebraska and is a 
school teacher in Omaha. Their son Mark is a 2001 graduate of the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., and 
is the current head football coach at Terre Haute South Vigo High School.

Undated Photo.



Undated Photo.

BOB ELSON
Truly one of the tireless workers in the Sycamore Athletics Department is Bob Elson, who enters his 35th season with the 
football program at the school this fall.

Officially, Elson “retired” on June 8 of 2007, but did not rest for long as he was quickly rehired on a part-time basis to 
continue his historic run with the Sycamore football program.

Elson first joined the Sycamores in 1975, working as an assistant to then equipment manger Russ Branum. He then 
served as assistant equipment manger from 1876-83.

Elson was named head equipment manager in July of 1983 — a position he held until June of 2007. Now, Elson works 
with all Sycamore teams on a contract basis.

One only has to watch other collegiate football games on Saturday afternoons around the United States or National 
Football League contests on Sunday or Monday to see the fruits of Elson’s labors. He continues to run one of the best 
equipment rooms in all of college football, and many of his former student and graduate assistant equipment managers 
have moved on to manage equipment operations throughout the country. Some of Elson’s former workers now run or 
have run the equipment operations for several major college football programs as well as NFL teams such as the New 
York Jets and Tampa Bay Buccanneers.

A native of Brazil, Ind., Elson graduated from Brazil High School in 1966. Following a three-year stint in the U.S. Army, 
Elson received his bachelor’s degree in sociology from ISU in 1973. He and wife, Marilyn, have two daughters, Carol and 
Tish, as well as five grandchildren. 
                



ACE HUNT
Achim “Ace” Hunt is in his ninth year at Indiana State and is entering his third 
year as the program’s Associate Director of Athletic Media Relations following 
six years of working as an assistant director. Hunt coordinates the publicity 
efforts for the Sycamore football and men’s basketball programs.

While at ISU, Hunt has worked with the two-time Missouri Valley Conference 
Champion women’s basketball program, and has served as media relations 
coordinator for the MVC Outdoor Track and Field Championships, Active 
Ankle Volleyball Tournament, as well as the 2003, 2005 & 2006 Women’s 
National Postseason Invitation Tournaments. Hunt is in his seventh season 
with the Sycamore football program.

Hunt has coordinated the publicity efforts of Jamie Petrowski, Melanie 
Boeglin, Laura Rudolphi and Kelsey Luna in their successful All-America 

campaigns. Petrowski garnered All-America honors from a pair of organizations while Boeglin earned a trifectia of 
national honors. In addition, Boeglin, Rudolphi and Luna earned ESPN The Magazine Academic All-America honors. 
All told, Hunt has coordinated the publicity campaigns for 18 different academic all-district honorees as well as three 
Academic All-Americans. 

In addition to various accomplishments within the media relations realm, Hunt has served a radio announcer for 
football and baseball broadcasts and spent one season as play-by-play announcer for Indiana State women’s basketball. 
Hunt also is the host of all on-demand video content on the athletic department’s official website, GoSycamores.com.

In his role with the Sycamores, Hunt oversees the day-to-day operations of the media relations office and oversaw 
the transition to and the daily maintenance of GoSycamores.com. Hunt writes features and recaps for the website 
and maintains all statistics and archived information regarding Sycamore athletics. He serves as a liaison between the 
athletic department and various local, regional and national media outlets.

A member of the College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) and the Football Writers Association of 
America (FWAA), Hunt came to ISU after a stint at Western Kentucky University where he served as an intern in the 
Hilltopper’s Sports Information Office. 

Hunt is a veteran of working various Missouri Valley Conference championships, and served as a media steward at the 
2007 NCAA Midwest Regional Basketball Tournament held in St. Louis, Mo., as well as the 2008 NCAA First and Second 
Rounds in Omaha, Neb.

Prior to working at WKU, he was a student assistant in the University of South Carolina’s Sports Information Office 
covering the swimming and diving programs, and was sports editor of The Gamecock from ’95-’96.

In his spare time, Hunt is a certified official in the sports of football, baskeball and baseball at the high school level. Hunt 
has spent time on the Board of Directors of the Wabash Valley Official’s Association and has worked various Indiana 
High School Athletic Association Tournament events in both football and baseball.

A native of Woodruff, S.C., Hunt received his degree in Sports Administration from the University of South Carolina in 
1999. He is the father of three children: Bryce O’Neal Hunt (7), Jackson Thomas Hunt (5) and Ella Scarlett Hunt (2).



Stacey Greene is beginning her first year as the Office Assistant for the Indiana State 
Football program.  Stacey is from Rosedale, IN.

Her duties consist of working with the coaches as well as general office tasks.  Stacey 
is a graduate from Indiana State University where she earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Recreation and Sports Management.

STACEY GREENE

ANNE HOGAN
 RECRUITING ASSISTANT

COURTNEY SMITH
 RECRUITING ASSISTANT

Megan McKenna is beginning her second year as Creative Specialist for the Athletic 
Department. Along with designing publications, she also runs GoSycamores.com and 
coordinates photography and videography. 

Megan is a graduate of Creighton University where she earned her B.A. in Graphic 
Design. She is currently working on her M.F.A. in Graphic Design at Indiana State 
University. 

Her father. Kevin, is one of only two Division I head coaches to win an NBA World 
Championship title. He was a member of the Los Angeles Lakers 1982 team and 
currently is the Head Coach at Indiana State. 

MEGAN McKENNA


