
Report of the guidance of thirty problem children
in grades five, six, seven, and eight in the Booker T.

Washington School, Terre Haute, Indiana, 1940 and 1941

Item Type Thesis

Authors Edwards, Edna L.

Download date 23/05/2023 21:28:33

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10484/4493

http://hdl.handle.net/10484/4493


REPORT OF THE GUIDANCE OF THIRTY PROBLEM CHILDREN

I~ GRADES FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, AND EIGHT IN THE

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON SCHOOL, TERRE HAUTE,

INDIANA, 1940 AND 1941

by

E'dna L. Edwards

Contributions of the Graduate School
Indiana State Teachers College

. Number 468

, " .....
, ,
, .. -,.'

, .

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the
Master of Science, Degree

in Education

1941



1940 and 1941

in Grades Five, Six, Seven, and Eight in the

4 hour's---

Representative of the English Department:

~-
of Ac oeptanc e~ ".Ii ? / ? 'Y/

Edna 1. Edwards

Booker T. Washington Schoo~, Terre Haute, Indiana,

Committee on thesis:

is hereby approved as counting toward the completion

of the Master's degree in the amount of

Contribution of the Graduate School, Indiana State

Teachers College, Number 468 ., under the title

Report of the Guidance of Thirty Problem Children

credit.

Date

"



Organization of the remainder of the report. 5

CHAPTER

I. THE PROBLEM AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

., . . . . . . . .,. . .

1

3

3

3

3

4

6

6

11

13

18

18

22

25

27

29

31

33

35

37

39

PAGE

. .

• •

. .

. . .

. . .

. .

. . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . .

. . . . .

. . .

. . . . .

. . . . . . .

. . . . . . .

. . .

. . . . .

. . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . .

· . .

· . . . . . . .

· . . . . . .
· . . .

· .

. . . . . .

. . . . .

. . . . . . . . .

· . . . .

. . . . .

. . . .

· . .

• •

· . . . .

· . . . .

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Statement of the problem

Importance of the problem •

Limitations of the problem

The problem·.

Method of procedure

Periodicals •

Theses

Case I

Case II · · . . · ·
Case III · • . · · ·
Case IV · · · · · · ·
Case V • · · . · . · · ·. • .

Case I.X •

Case VII

Case VIII ••

Case VI •

Case X

11;. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Books • • •

I I I. REPORT OF THE STUDY

",





CHAPTBR

Conclusions

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPBiillIX . .

v

PA:GE

85

88

90



".

LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

83

PAGE

Principal Causes for the Thirty Problem

Cases •• • • • . • • • • ••

I.

",



"

CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

In view of the fs,ct that the social order is under-

going radical changes and that the economic structure of the

world is bending or breaking, ch~racter education certainly

has come to the foreground in school life. The increasing

need for the development of desirable character traits by

our schools has led to the introduction of a gUidance pro-

gram in our educational activities. Formerly, character edu-

cation was. considered the responsibili ty of the home and the

church. Now, however, the school accepts the challenge and

~xtends its educational purposes and methods.

Phillip W. L. Cox and John Carr Duff express this

newer aim of education as follows:

Whatever may be the traditional scope and functions of
'secondary education, the school that accords with the pro

gram of community life in America is a relat.ively unique
institution. It is a response to new challenges. It is
concerned with the conservation and direction of adoles
cent youths to the end that they and a democratic society
may find the adventure and joy and satisfaction of creative
living.

In this emerging school, boys and girls, not Latin and
algebra, embody the object1ve;s:', of e,lul~,at~J.ori,~ ';''pjpt:isions
are sought which safeguard thehealtll ~': piorih~t:e"the.. family
life, secure civic adjustments ;~'e~tco~~I:5:'~:'~e~,~n:?:m,~.c effi
ciency,and provide intelligently fot, ,th,e: 161 i's:UXt3 time of
adolescent boys and girls. These are the true curriculum.
Behavior difficulties leading directly into distorted per
sonalities are likely to result if rigid curriculum prac
tices thwart the natural impulse of adolescent boys and
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girls to lead their own lives, to be themselves, to·'be
emancipatei from mothering and from meticulous instruc
tion. On the other hand, a constructive curriculum will
allow each student a share in selecting his own work,
and opportunities to follow and develop worthy avoca
tional inte~ests. With the sanction and help of his
teache rs he will complete these s elf-ac cepted ta.sks for
the joy of accomplishment, the sense of power, and the
approval of hisfellows.l

Ruth Strang says:

Education and guidance are not synonymous. The edu
cation of the person is the end in view; guidance is the
means of realizing that end. Guidance workers are cal
ling attention to the individualization of education.
When education is redefined in terms of gUidance, the
fullest growth of every student will be the essential
goal in education. If this goal is achieved, each per-

_ son will be able to make his maximum contribution to the
societ.y in which he lives, and. the culture of the in
dividual members of society will thereby be raised to a
higher level.2

Fowler D. Brooks3 recommends that the wisdom and effec-

tiveness with which we control childxen's behavior be improved.

This author r s firs t generalpr inc iple of child training is

"control largely through gUidance."4 He says:

1 Phillip W. 1. Cox and John Carr Duff, Guidance Ex
~ Classroom Teacher (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1938),
pp. 1-2.

2 Ruth Strang, The liSle of the Teacher in Personnel
Work (New York: Bureau of PUblications, Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1935). p. 4.

3 Fowler D. Brooks, Child Psychology (Chicago: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1937). p. 539.

4 Ibid., p. 548.
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The complexity and artificiality of highly civil:rzed
life put increasing demands for social adjustment upon
child nature. That many children do not make the proper
adjustment is well known. It is also well established
that many of those who fail morally might have succeeded
under appropriate guidance. Society's interests are at
stake, and society will ha.ve to be alert, resourceful,
and willing to give thought to this problem and to accept
responsibility for suitable programs of prevention. 5

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study

was to apply some of the principles of gUidance in helping

thirty boys and girls of the Booker T. Washington School,

Terre Haut~, Indiana, to make more successful adaptations in

all of their experiences and to report the results of this

gUidance program. The study was made during the school year

of 1940 and 1941.

Importance of the problem. The writer thought that

the' problem children in her school were in serious need of

gUidance. Therefore, she undertook the task of studying

these individuals to find methods of helping them, if possible.

Limitations of the problem. This problem was limited

to the study of thirty boys and girls in grades five, six, .

seven, and eight. The worst cases were selected. All of the

children were adolescents or just ready to enter adolescence

5 Ibid. J p. 538.



II. METHOD OF PROCEDURE

quotients were available, since mental tests had not been

parents would not cooperate in giving the informa tion that

4"

6 See AppendiX, p. 90.

was needed; then, too, some would not cooperate in hel.ping

to administer the remedial measures necessary for the child's

except two in the fifth grade. The othe rs in the fifth,'

and si4 th grades were reta,rded children. No intelligence

given at the Booker ,T • Washington School. The writer, how~

ever, with the help of the other teachers of these children,

estimated the mental ability of ~ach child studied.

Another limitation was 'the fact that some of the

year proved to be too short a time for some of the children

to make their maximum adaptations.

-
adaptation. to his envir onment.

The time element was another limitation. One school

The ,procedure for making this study consisted of the

following steps in the: order in which they are given:

1. Making the form to be used in interviews with the

parents 6

2. Selecting the children to be studied (The write!',

wi th the help of the other teache rs in the school, chose the

children who seemed to be the worst problems. Scholarship

"
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and citizenship were known and were used in making the '

choice .. }

3. Listing the children's names and a.ddresses, giving

each pupil a number $0 'tha t his name would not appear in the

report

4. Inter"'iewing parents, _teachers, children, and

others to get information about the following topics:

a. Family background

b. Health history

c. School record

d. Adjustments

e. Interests

5. Studying cumulati".e record cards

6. Making very careful observations of the children

in scho 01 and out of school

7. Writing case studies of the thirty children

8. Determining corrective measures

9. Applying corrective measures

10. Evaluating results

III. ,ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE REPORT

Chapter II reviews the literature; Chapter III presents

the thirty case studies, the remedial measures attempted, and

theresults in each case; Chapter IV gives the summary and con

" elUSions; the bibliography and appendix conclude the report.
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW 0]' LITERATURE

Since this study is related to the· fields of guid

ance and of Mental Hygiene, this section reviews some of

the literature on these subjects •. This review of litera-

ture includes statements found in books, in periodicals,

and in theses. It inoludes, also, the nature of certain

studies and the findings.

. I. BOOKS

Ruth Strang discusses the goal of education as fol-

lows:

Every parent wants his child to make the most of him
self. Every educator wants his students to increase in
"wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man." He
would see them grow in mind and body and become increas
ingly finer in character and personality. Confused as

'education is, it must surely recognize, in theory if not
in practice, the optimum of development of every student
as its central function and must evaluate its results in
terms of the growth of individuals in their social en
vironment. This goal presupposes the creation of a soci
ety that will stimulate and foster individual growth. A

- Beethoven, for example, is not likely to arise in a non
musical society.

• ••• To what extent is education to-day translating
this ideal into practice? During the mass production
era the emphasis on subject matter and the herding of
an increasing number of children into large classes has
more or less obliterated the idea of individualization
in education. Mass instruction in education has pre
vailed; large numbers of teachers have been subject
minded.; the indiVidual differences in personality that



1 strang, £E. cit., pp. 3-4.

2 1.!l!!., p. 15.

- Mental hygiene and physical hygiene are interrelated.
Both are highly dependent upon an environment which is,
of course, made up of people's attitudes as well as the

- physical conditions surrounding them. In many cases there
is no better therapy than setting the mind to the task
of helping to improve the environment in its various
aspects. If teachers and specialists can umbue students
with some degree of interest in making life more pleasant·

enable each student to make his unique contribution 'to
society have been too often ignored. But influences
hav,e been at work to counteract this mechanization of
education•••• Guidance is one manifestation of the
reaction against the interpretation of the educational
process as standardized mass prod.uction.l

The following quotation gives Ruth Strang's methods

for realizing the goals of education:

The three chief avenues through which the objectives
are obtained are (1) studying individuals in order to
ascertain their specific interests, needs, and abilities;
(2) prOViding curricular, extra-curricular, and voca
tional opportunities suited to individual needs and
abilities. This program presupposes teachers who are
equipped to understand in~ividual differences and to
develop special abilities; administrators who are able

.to secure community and school cooperation in making
necessary environmental changes; and gUidance officers
who can render specialized technical service and stimu
late and cooperate with teachers, administrators, and
community agencie s.

The goal of education cannot be reached without ex
tensive personnel work. Education without gUidance is
as unreasonable in our present civilization as would be
gUidance without education. The two are inseparable in
the grave and challenging process of helping to-day's
youth realize their potentialities.2

The importance of environment is emphasized here:

7"

"
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for those about them as well as for themselves they 'are
doing mental hygiene work of. the most enduring kind.3

. In the two quotations that follow Ruth Strang dis

cusses (1) the place of technics in guidance and (2) seek-

ing the central point in each case studied:

•••• The technics described in this section may
be used wisely. All demand ~ooperation and insight on
the part of the teacher. The results of all these in
struments should be interpreted against a background
of psychology and sociology. The quantitative data
obtained from tests should be used in connection with all
the qualitative, impressionistic information available.

There is no magic in the new technics. They will not
supply the teacher with the additional time and energy

. that they require.' They will not insure good jUdgment
in dea~ing with a bewildered child. But they will, if
the administrator will provide the time and money for
their use, help the teacher to check his personal judg
ments regarding students, to observe them more intel
ligently, and to record his observations in a more per
manent, useful, and meaningful form. 4

In order to work out with the student a program in
which tension will be lessened and the feeling of .
security increased, it is necessary to discover the
causes of the attitudes and behavior, not only of the

'student but of his associates. People are an important
part of the student'~ ~nvironment. Their attitudes and
behavior are constantly evoking responses from him. It
is often necessary to make changes in other people so.
that desirable changes will be made indirectly in the
person being studied. Parents may be given an insight
into the effect their behavior is haVing on their chil
dren. The attitudes of parents, of teachers, and of
classmates can often be changed. But it is necessary
first to ascertain the causes of these attitudes. The'
case study material should be interpreted with this in

3 Ibid., p. 231.

4 Ibid., p. 290.
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• • • • A careful case study includes an account of
the child's family and social environmant, his physical
condition and 'history, his'deve10pment, his educational
and economic experiences, and his present habits,adjust
ments, and satisfactions. Case stud'ies are usually made
by well-trained educational, social, or psychological
workers who have an impartial and objective point of view.
They gather data from existing records, from the child's
own story, and from his parents, teachers, and other
associates. Exact 'observations and measurement techniques
usually. supplement these reports.6

Phillip W. L. Cox and John C~rr Duff have written a

book, Guidance ~ the Classroom Teacher, from which these four

pertinent quotations are chosen. These authors say:

The personality development of students is accomplished
by a complex process in which the school, obviously, has
only a share. But the part of a child's life that he
spends in school may be the determining part; and in
every case the school must order its affairs so that it
will be of the greatest possible help•••• The plan the
school should follow is simple, dangerously simple. In
essence, it is providing a program of friendly, mildly
stimulating activities wherein each pupil will find him-
'self frequently success ful and generally near enough to
some larger success to entitle him to believe that to
morrow or the next day he will surely win the coveted
sat;1sfaction. 7

5~., p. 324.

6 Brooks, £E. cit., p. 13.
7 C9x, and Duff, .Q.E. cit., p. 32.
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•••• And yet it is necessary, nevertheless, t01
see in what particulars the teacher we are designing for
the ,1950's, let us say, differs from the model that was
new in 1890. The changes, which are revolutionary, are
more easily accomplished because they can be effected
by merely using a different set of potentials that
most teachers already possess. It is not necessary to
use surgery or any other physical means to make the
change. Three fourths of the change will be made when
autocratic supervisors, holdovers from another tradition
in education, can be persuaded to let the teachers use
the ideas, the plans, the purposes they have and are not
now permitted to use. Very likely not any of us will
ever teach as well as we know how to teach; but en
lightened methods will not be in general use until
supervisors and administrators are more generally com
petent to recognize the characteristic attitudes and
practices that distinguish 'teachers superior in their
capacity for accomplishing the accepted purposes of the
new education. 8 '

If time and energy and staff sufficed, it might be
desirable to treat every pupil as a problem case, for such
every human being is in fact. The exigencies of school
life, however, generally preclude any such exhaustive
study of every pupil ••••

For those pupils who do not present complicated mental
emotional patterns, however, it is desirable that properly
qualified guidance officers should develop adequate case
records and should be charged with their interpretation,
with recommendations for treatment and for supervision
of the efforts of the pupil, his teachers and parents,
and of other interested persons or institutions cooperat
ing to attain desirable adjustments.

In the development of such a case record, tests, evalu
-ations, and other data must be obtained and carefully
verified and carefUlly restricted in their interpretation,
to precisely what each fact means •••• 9

I

The great need for improvement of evaluating and re-
cording of pupil traits and pupil progress from the point

8 ~., p. 95.

9 Ibid., p. 176.
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_of view of guidance (and indeed of education conceived
as growth) is recognized immediately when we note the in
strumental character of marks and scores and records. If
we focus our attention on the goals to be sought through
gUidance, all instruments fall into place and are readily
judged and used in terms of their purposes.

To the degree that the teacher-guide is consciously
discriminating in his use and interpretation of marks
and records, he determines first what are the desired
adjustments and attainments of pupils in terms of edu
cational objectives. Then let the school and all of its
teacher-guides determine first what are these desirable
adjustments and attainments. Let tests, marks, evalua
tions, and records be Bought which so far as feasible
give evidence regarding pupil needs and pupil progress
toward these adjustments and attainments. Let them-'be
interpreted always in consonant terms, and let all re
medial measures, all approvals and disappro"t'"als, all
report cards and transcripts of records constantly stress
these aftjustments and attainments. Under such cronditiona
and only under these conditions can evaluations and-rec
ords become effective instruments of guidance.lO

II. PERIODICALS

Lawrence A. Averill urges case study technique. He

says:

• ••• What is behind the child behind the book?
How happy is he? How does he feel about life? What con
flicts are bewildering or embittering him? What thwart
ings is he undergoing in the achievement of his extra
school goals and purposes, and of his in school goals

-and purposes? If he is ill-behaved, why is he i11
behaved? How can he be helped to improved conduct? If
he is timid, or introverted, or negative, or afraid of
life, how can the factors that are eventuating in these'
unfortunate a ttitudes be controlled? If he is a bra,ggar t,
or a bUlly, or an unhealthy seeker after the limelight,
or a pseudo-delinquent, what forces are impelling him

10 Ibid., pp. 203-204.
,
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. and how may they be counteracted? If he is lazy, or'a
daydreamer, or a hopeless procrastinator, what unsatisfied
desires are activating him and how can he be dispossessed
of 'them, or how can they be redirected into more desir
able channels? If his total influence in the school
setting is disruptive, if he is an actual or a potential
center of disaffection in the ranks of his mates, what
motives are back of his conduct and how can he be helped
to adjust positively and aggressively to the schoolroom
situation and to the community or the home situation?ll

Averill says, too, that the classroom teacher can

help practically all children of normal intelligence who

develop aversions and behavior difficulties;12 that the

classroom teacher must broaden'her province to include

social work;13 that tha superintendent needs to know where

to send spe'cial cases ;14 and that the supe rintendent should

see that there are courses that the teachers attend.15

Harry A. Wann discusses the mental hygiene movement:

Even a casual comparison of the better American
schools of 1940 with the schools of a generation ago will
reveal the striking changes that have come about in this
brief period. The purpose of the school originally was
'to make children literate. The three "R's" characterized
the curriculum. The acquisition of knOWledge Was the
end of educa tion. The function of the school was to
develop the intellect. While this conception of educa
tion still prevails too generally in our schools, the

11 Lawrence A. Averill, "Case Stud.ies in the Schools,"
Mental Hygiene, XXV (January, 1941), PP. 43-57.

12 l£!!., pp. 55-56.

13 ~., p. 56.

14 Loc. ill.

16 Ibid. .pp. 56-57 •. -'
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. trend is toward a type of school that sets its goal far
beyond the acquisition of facts.

The mental-hygiene movement has challenged education
to new purposes. Leaders in mental hygiene have led
educators to see that schools must be concerned not only
with intellectual development, but with the whole of life.
The child does not bring simply his mind to the classroom
to be trained in subject matter and factual information;
with his mind comes a body, with all of its physical needs,
a complex of emotions and natural drives, a pattern· of
habits and attitudes, the whole of which and all the
parts of which must be the concern of education. It then
becomes the task of the school to help the individual to
grow not only intellectually, but physically, emotionally,
and socially ina manner and to a degree that will be
personally satisfying to the individua,l, and at the -same
time socially acceptable.16

III. THESES

I. E. Williams made a study of guidance programs in

high schools of various sizes. He gave special attention to

educational and vocational gUidance. Although his study as

a whole is not close ly rela ted to this study, the following

quotation is pertinent:

The main objective of education is to develop good
citizens. The broader concept of education demands that
the school be organized as a society. If people are to
become worthy citizens of a democracy, they must have
-developed within them the power of self direction and
initiative. This training should come in their early
years when desirable habits, attitudes, and ideals are
more readily formed. Our efforts must be directed towarn
training boys and girls to control themselves, since
in a democracy order and law proceed from within the in
dividual and cannot be successfully imposed from without.

16 Harry A. Wann, "Mental Growth through Education,"
.,Mental Hygiene, XXV (January, 1941}, p. 18.



worries about numerous items which caused neurotic disorders;

the questionnaire method to collect data. Her findings are

divided into seven sections wi th the most serious cause-s

of mental ill-health listed for each section: (I) Family

Background-:-broken homes and lack 0 f educa tion of the

parents; {2} Social Influences--fami1y strife among all

members, and the only child problem; (3) Mental Influences--

i4"

The school should attempt to utilize to the maximum
advantage the mental, physical. and social traits of
the. child and to guide these traits into the correct
channels. No two people are al ike in the se traits. It
is the business of the school to provide for the educa
tion of all and it becomes necessary to make provision
for individual differences. With the shifting in educa
tional methods, new methods of meeting the social needs
and interests of the pupils have arisen. 17

In 1939 Mona Halloran18 made a survey of home con

ditions which cause mental ill~health in children. She used

(4) Ethical Influences--fai1ure of 50 per cent of the chil

dre~ and of the parents to attend church; (5) Physical In

fluences--failure of 41 per cent of the children to get

enough sleep; {6} Recreat ional Influences--unsatisfactory

choice of reading materials, of radio programs, and of

17 I. E. Williams, "Guidance Programs (Educational .
and Vocational) in High Schools of Various Sizes," (unpublished
Master's thesis, Indiana State Teachers Colle ge, Terre Haute I

Indiana, 1936), pp. 2-3.

18 Mona Halloran, "A Survey of Home Influences which
Cause Mental Ill-Health in Children," (unpublished Master's
.thesis, Indiana State Teachers College, Terre Haute t Indiana,

" 1939).
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moving picture shows, but creditable choice of hobbies; ,

and (7). Vocational Influences--Iack of guidance in practical

arts.

The following quotation from Miss Halloran's study

is a splendid statement of a situation that education must

consider:

Slowly and sure ly a change has come over the .home.
It has lost out in its competitive race with glamorous
attractions and no longer holds the "position of impor
tance it once held. The pleasure-loving parents of
today are content with furnishing shelter and a que.s
tionable brand of nourishment for the physical health
of their children, but they have shifted their re-
.sponsibility of mental and moral guidance to the school
and the church. The result has been that these in
stitutions, as yet, have not been able to successfully
shoulder the burden; consequently, there are many chil
dren who are mentally ill and maladjusted in school
today.

Children who suffer from inferiority complexes,
fobias, day-dreaming, negativism, hypocondria, hysteria,
and other mental ills make up the classes in school.
Teachers, as well as the rest of the world, stand per
plexed at the mental confnsion into Which the present
'generation has fallen. The combined efforts of the
church, the school, and the home will prevent these
maladjustments if each institution does its part inrpre
senting the correct influences which tend toward good
mental health.19

A. J. Ellis20 made a study of small schools to find

what emphasis they vere putting on guidance for the wise use

of leisure time. The schools studied consisted of elementary.

19 Ibid., pp. 2-3.

20 A. J. Ellis, "Guidance in the Use of Leisure Time
in One Hundred Ninety-six Small Schools in Indiana," (unpub

" lished Master's thesis, Indiana Sta te Teache rs College,
Terre Haute, Indiana, 1941).
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schools, high schools, and combined elementary and high'

schools. with no more than 299 pupils or more than ten teachers.

The questionnaire method was used to collect data. The find

ings show (1) that less than half of the schools had gym-

nasiums for recreation, playground equipment, supervision of

games, recreational movies, music, handwork, or nature study;

(2) that nearly 70 per cent realize the value of reading; (3)

that 70 per cent have programs of some sort; and (4) that a

large percentage has parties.

Ellis expresses his ideas about the use of leisure

time in the following manner:

Society may find ••• leisure time an asset, if
used constructively, and a menace if misused. Studies
and observations show that leisure time when misused
results in crime, delinquency, racketeering, immorality,
and gambling. They also show that most crimes are com
mitted during the non-working hours.

We need to help people do certain desirable things
.that they will do anyway, and we need to hel.p them
broaden their interests. Communities which have put
into effect recreation programs are enthusiastic about
the decrease of delinquency••••21

H. L. Stafford22 made a study of gUidance programs of

the secondary schools in eighty~Six Indiana cities with a

secondary school popUlation of 300 or more enrollees per unit.

21 Ibid., pp. 1-2.

22 H. L. Stafford, "Guidance Programs 0 f the Secondary
Schools of Indiana," (unpublished Master's thesis, Indiana
State Teachers College, Terre Haute, Indiana, 1941).
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He -found ~idance progra.ms well organized and administer'ed

with good results. This study found much better results

than were found in the study of the smaller schools that

was made by A. J. Ellis.

In the following quotations Stafford Discusses (1)

the function of the secondary 6C4001 in a changing world,

and (2) his interpretation of 'the term, guidance;

A survey of the objectives of education brings into
the foreground the func tions of the secondary school in
a changing world. The development of good citizens,
the utilization of the mental, social, and physical traits
of the pupil, the moral training, and the ethical education

-call forth the necessity of gUiding a somewhat bewildered
and uncertain youth in order that he may build upon the
best of our social heritage.23

Interpretation of the term guidance in many different
veins by different writers has led to confusion in the
mind of the reader ••••

For the purpose 0 f clarity it may be stated that • • •
guidance is any direction on the part of the secondary
school that will enable the individual to best assume the
social responsibilities that the pupil faces or may face.24

23 Ibid. , PP. 1-2.
24
~., pp. 2-3."

;1' "
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CHAPTER III

REPORT OF THE STUDY

This chapter presents the thirtY'case studies that

were made by the writer from the information she received

in interviews, from school record~, and by close observa~

tions of the children. Each case study includes the fol

lowing topics in the ord.er give n: ( I) age, sex, grade,

and estimated mental abili ty; (2) family background; (3,)

health history; (4) school record; (5) adjustments; (6) in

terests; (7.) diagnosis of case; and (8) remedial measures

and results.

CASE I

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old girl in,the

sev~nth grade who has average mental ability, but will not

apply herself.

Family background. T~e father, an only child, who is

now' thirty-two years old has an eighth-grade education and is

employed as aW. P. A. trucker. The mother, also an only

child, is twenty-nine years old. After finishing three years'

of high school she served as a maid until her marriage.

There are two children in the family--a boy in the

eighth grade and the girl in the seventh grade. They take



Health history. The subject's physical development

has-been normal. In 1935 she had measles, whooping cough,

19

turns washing the dishes at home, since the girl refuses' to

make th.is a cooperative acti,ri ty. The girl does do the dust-

ing, however.

The family income provides the necessities of life,

but not any luxuries. The father's occupation of W. p. A.

trucking is displeasing to the mother, who wants him to work

for himself. The home is comfortably furnished but not as

School record. The cumulative record card for this

nicely as the mother wishes.

and mumps. At the present time she has the bad habit of eat-

ing too frequently and too much; she complains often of

stomach aches and shows signs of nervousness at all times.

sUbject shows that she is an average student in scholarship

with mathematics her weakest subject.

per. He seems fond of his children, yet he administers severe

punishments. The mother pets the.girl, but the father resorts

Adjustments. This girl is fond of her mother, who

is -partial to her because the father's parents show a pref

erence for the boy in the family. The girl fears her father.

This may be due to the fact that the father, who has excel

lent physical health, unfortunately has an uncontrollable tem-

OJ ,I



not like housework.

in a good humor.

have her own way.
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The girl either does

"

to sharpness in his dealings with her.

as her tather wishes or resorts to falsehoods in order to

This girl will not cooperate with her teachers in any

subjects except music and physical education. She is very

stubborn most of the time, being 9.issatisfied unless she can

be the leader.

Other traits and habits are (1) borrowing articles

without returning them, (2) stealing, (3) engaging in con

versations about sex, (4)'fighting with great gusto, (5) be

ing afraid .at night, (6) liking to cut',)Qut paper doll dresses,

(7) liking the "movies," (8) using indecent language, (9)

gossiping, and (10) gi'\"'ing gifts to her friends when she is

Emotional control is not a part of this girl's life

at the present time. She has frequent tantrums followed by

moodiness and self-sympathy. However, she shows no signs of

disappointment because of her unpopularity with the children

at school.

Interests. This girl likes to work with her hands in

making qUilts, doll dresses, beaded purses, etc. She does

Diagnosis' of~. In the writer's opinion, the prob

"lems of this girl are both physical and mental. She has just
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reached the age of adolescence, which accounts for her ex-

cessive.nervousness that demands an outlet and for her in-

terest in sex. No doubt music and physical education give

her both a physical and an emotional outlet, which explains

her interest in these subjects, While she can hardly sit

still in her other classes. l~ervf>usness, too, probably'

causes her to have dreams that' frighten her. Cutting paper

doll dresses and other types of hand work give her activities

with her hands which help her physical needs.

The mental problems involved are an inferiority com

plex, anger, stubbornness, and stealing. These problems

are an outgrowth of the father's severe disciplining, of

the mother's protection of the child at times, and of the

unwholesome atmosphere created in the home by the father

mother relationship. When the child is away from her mother

she feels her lack of ability to meet situations successfully

alone. Therefore, she compensates for this weakness by tan-

trums, anger, stubbornness, and exhibitionism. The problem

of stealing is inherited or acquired--the writer is not cer

tain which is the case. The indecent talk comes from the

home conditions and associates.

Remedial measures and results. The writer used the

following steps in dealing with this case:

41•. Checking on the girl's .stealing



CASE II

permanent improvement was made.

7. .Checking each week wi th other teachers

22-.

4. Putting the girl on her own responsibility for a

erate

week

Family background. The father is forty-three years

5. Having the girl write a composition of not less

than 100 words on what teachers require of a good student

6. _Having the girl read four small books on good

citizenship after her lessons were finished

8. Giving the child various activities that required

the use of physical energy--hand work, etc.

This subject professed a willingness to cooperate.

She made improvement for a short time, but eventually slipped

back into her old ways. Then the remedial work was repeated

with good results for a while, only. This procedure continued

until the close of school. Only time will tell whether any

This is the case of a twelve-year-old boy in the sixth

grade whose mental ability is average.

"
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old-and is now employed as a janitor for a motor sales

agency •. He has had no formal schooling of any kind. The

step-mother is forty-five years old; she has an eighth-

grade education; and she does laundry work to supplement the

family income. They have only the one child, who helps with

the house work and goes on errands--such duties as are ex-
pected of children in the home~

This family has a comfortable, well-kept house. The

step-mother works because she wants to do it--not from neces-

sity. The family dresses well and enjoys Some of the luxuries

of life.

Health history. There is no record of serious diseases,

but the boy has frequent colds, probably because he is over

weight. He has regular meal hours and retires early each night

except on Saturday and Sunday.

School record. The cumulative record card shows that

this boy's scholarship is average, with his greatest achieve-

ment in industrial arts.

Adjustments. In studying the parent-child relation

ship we find differences in the personalities of the parents.

The father is interested in the child but is firm and quiet.

The step-mother shows her affection and over-emphasizes her

love for him. Unfortunately, this s tep-mother 'a weakness in
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over-demonstrating her affection causes the boy to take ad

vantage.of her. He tries any scheme to get what he wants

and succeeds with the mother but not with the father. How-

ever, he likes both of them.

There is no special difficul ty in the teacher-child

relationship. The boy is not eSp3cially interested in school

but causes the teachers little' trouble. He feels sorry for

himself at times; at other times he trie"s to attract atten

tion--depending on the teacher in charge at the time.

This subject has the appearance of a fifteen- or six-

teen-year-Qld boy. He is clumsy, nervous, moody, and lazy.

Interests. This bay's special interests are sports

and "movies"; his only ambition in life is to shine shoes

and clean cars.

Diagnosis of~. This case certainly is an in

feriority complex. The subject lacks confidence in himself,

depends on his step-mother, and is embarrassed by his father's

lack of schooling.

Remedial measures and results. A personal talk with

this child proved helpful. He appreciated the writer's in

terest in him and cooperated with her. He was encouraged

to concentrate on his work in industrial arts so that it

might be his vocation. At this paint he showed a lack of
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confidence in himself. The writer thinks, however, that.

one mor~ year's work with him will bring definitely satis

factory results.

CASE III

This is the ·case of a fourteen-year-old boy in the

sixth grade whose mental abi"li ty is slightly below a.ve rage.

of age, has a seventh-grade education. and works outside of

the home to help meet the family expenses. There are four

children in this family--the sUbject. two older sons. and a

daughter. The oldest son works in a tavern. The moderately

furnished four-room house is untidy most of the time, since

the rho ther works away from the home.

Health history. When this boy was in the fourth grade

he had chicken pox. He frequently complains of throat trouble;

he appears to be weak. Perhaps this is due to his rapid growth

in the past few years.

School record. This boy's cumulative record card

shows that he is below average in scholarship. He was very

'\i slow in school, and it was reported that he could not do.,
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much and would not try when he first started to school.'

Adjustments. The parent-child relationship is un

satisfactory. The mother makes no secret of her favoritism

for the son who works in the tavern. His financial assist-

ance in the home pleases her very much. Unfortunately, this

older boy assumes too much authority in the home. This sit

uation has a marked effect on the younger brother, who dis

plays a "brow beaten" and "don't care" attitud,e at school.

This boy has a favor i te 'teacher and a fav-ori te group

of playmates to whom he' limi ts all of his social life.

Interests. This boy's favorite games are football,

basket ball, and baseball. He expresses the desire to be-

come a mechanic in later life.

Diagnosis of~. This Seems to be a personality

case' because the boy, when very young. was timid , seclusive.

and unpopular with other children. He has developed an in

feriori ty complex because of the fact that he is mistreated

at home by the older brother.

Remedial measures and results. An interview with thfs

boy helped to Some degree. The writer suggested to him that

the mother really does like him as well as the older boy

and that he can do much to make himself realize that she does

"like him by avoiding sensitiveness. The vvriter suggested, too,
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that the boy secure a small job after school and share his

earninge with his mother, or help her with home duties to

try to make the house more presentable. The boy was willing

to follow these suggestions which gave him a better mental

picture, at least for the present.

CASE IV

This is the case 0 f a twelve -year-old boy in the

sixth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The boy's father, a W. P. A•
.

worker, died at the age of thirty-three years. The mother,

who is twenty-eight years of age, does housework to earn a

living for the family. She has only a sixth-grade education.

There are four children in the family--one girl who is in the

third grade, one girl in the first grade, a baby in the nurs

ery; and the subject. They rent a three-room house which is

in very poor condition, is poorly furnished, and is poorly

kept. This boy is the only child who could help very much

around the house, but he does very Ii ttle.

Heal th history. At the age 0 f five this boy had the'

measles and whooping cough; again, at the age of six he had

the whooping cough and chicken pox. Since his resistance

is very low, he catches cold easily. He has no regular

:. meal hours, neither does he have to observe regular hours
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for retiring.

School record. This boy's grades are very low. He

does not wish to make an effort to prepare any 0 f his lessons.

He has more interest in reading than in any other study.

Adjustments. The boy is fopd of his mother but says

that she will not prepare his breakfast. He likes his

teachers, but does not like school. He s"eems to have no

ambition to work a.nd probably has no encouragement to do so.

At times he shows a slight inclination to make an acquaint-

ance, but it always is with the undesirable cases in school.

His choice in pastimes shows that he prefers to seclude him

self. He is very quiet, slow, indifferent, la,zy, and untidy.

This is a pathetic case beca.use there certEdnly are circum-

stantial and environmental handicaps.

Interests. This boy likes boxing, sWimming, and

"movies." His amb i tion is to be another Joe Louis.

Diagnosis of~. The fa.ct that the mother seems in

different and careless toward the home and the boy are con-

ditions Which help this child to become disinterested in himol.

self and his future. From all appearances he is an introvert,

Bince he has always wan ted to be alone --play alone and work

alone.

"
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Remedial measures and results. The writer's first'

effort was to get the boy to keep himsel f neat and clean.

Good results were noticeable at the end of the first week.

All other attempts to improve this boy failed. He had

neither energy nor desire; his mother would not cooperate.

More'time is needed for working wi th him and then good re

sults may be doubtful.

CASE V

This is the case of a twelve-year-old boy in the

seventh gra~e whose mental ability is high, but he does not

make us e 0 f 1t •

Family background. The father 1s Sixty-two years of

age and the mother, fifty. Neither parent is employed, nor

has been for at least two years. The mother works very hard

to keep the home in order for the family.

The children's clothing is always immaculate, but may

be tattered and threadbare. The mother "cuts down" the clothes

of the older children to fit the younger. Even stockings are

"cut down." Gifts of clothing are deeply appreciated.

There are nine children in ~he family--six boys

and three girls. The home condi tions a,re only fai r. Each

child has his own duties in the home--for example, this boy

brings in kindling, coal, and water, and goes to the store.
"
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Health history. When this boy was of school age

he had the mumps, whooping cough, and measles. He fre-

quently complains of s ore throats, headaches, and .colds.

From information received in the conference period with the

parents, he keeps regular habits conducive to good health.

School record. This boy's -scholarship, at the present,

is only fair. It was above average during his early education.

Adjustments. This boy pre fers playing with a large

group of boys rather than with a few. This is farther in-

dicated by nis choice of games--baseball, football, marbles,

etc. This indicates, also, that he prefers playing wi th boys

rather than with a mixed group.

He wants to reach the age at which he will be permitted

to withdraw from school; he is eager to get a job to earn

some. money.

Diagnosis of~. This boy certainly must be classed

as an adolescent with an itiferiority complex because he thinks

that he can hide in a large group and not be much noticed.

The home conditions are not conducive to poise and self-con-

fidence. This boy is not interested in school; his main

object in life is to be able to earn money in the future--a

natural desire for a boy who lives in poverty.

Remedial measures and results. The writer explained
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to this boy that he needed to concentrate on his school work

more and use his capable mind to develop the abili ty to get

a worth while position later. The writer explained to the

mother that the boy had intelligence Which he needed to use.

The mother and the boy cooperated, resulting in improved

scholarship, citizenship, and personality by the close of

the year. The wr iter hopes for permanent improvement.

CASE VI

This is the c,ase of a twelve-year-old boy in the

seventh grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is a fifty-year-old

factory worker with a ninth-grade education. The mother who

is forty-eight years of age is a college graduate. She re-

mains at home and keeps house for the family.

There are two children in the family--the subject in

the seventh grade and a girl in senior high school. There

is an atmosphere of love in the we II-kept home.

Health history. In early childhood this boy had Whoop

ing cough and chicken pox. He is a well-developed, strong- .

looking adolescent at the pre sent time. He apparently enjoys

the best of health, for he seldom complains of any aches or



School record. This boy's scholarship is very low at

the pre~ent time. It was much better when he was in the lower

grades. His best marks are made in music. He cates very

little about his ma.rks in school, showing little concern be-

fore or after report cards are passed out.

Adjustments. The parent-child relationship is peculj.ar.

The boy's favorite is his mother, but he does not confide in

her. What his parents know about his thoughts and ~eelings

they learn from 0 ther pe ople. .He confides in his companions

or keeps things to hims'elf. He embarrassed and worried his

mother very much at his birthday celebration. He received an

expensive bicycle as a gift. At the close of the party he

sneaked away from home to join some older friends, returning

at twelve-thirty. No explanation for his absence was offered;

he assumed an attitude of indifference and. unconcern.

This boy says he likes his teachers, but he likes to

cause trouble both in and out of school. He is very deceit

ful, delighting in causing people trouble and anXiety. He

cra~es attention, which he gBtS by making trouble instead of

by giVing pleasure.

Interests. This boy's favorite pastime is playing the

piano and singing. He pre fers to play wi th older children and

likes. to torment the younger children. He dislikes doing any

"work at home, but he does bring in the coal and kindling.
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Diagnosis of~. The parents spoiled this boy when

he Was q;Ui te young. They gave him ever;y'thing he wanted.

Later, realizing that they had made a mistake, they reversed

the situation. This, ho~ver, only made a bad situation worse.

Although there is an atmosphere of love in the home,

there seems to be a condition that is no t clear to the writer.

Some facts undoubtedly ha:';'e been concealed.

Remedial measures ~nd results. The writer sent for

the mother, who was willing to cooperate. A weekly report of

the boy's scholarship and citizenship was sent to the mother.

Frequent conferences with the boy helped to some extent. He

needs constant gUidance which must continue indefinitely.

CASE VII

This is the case of a fifteen-year-old girl in the

eighth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is forty-eight years

old; he completed the seventh grade; and he is now working

on W. P. A. The forty-year-old mother. who has a sixth-grade

education, cooks and does laundry work to help supplement the

family income.

There are seven children in the family--two of whom

are married. The ages range from eight through twenty-siX.

The rented home has four rooms which are very untidy
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most of the time. The subject does most of the home work,

includin.g the laundry work.

Health history. This girl had both measles and whoop

ing cough at the age of six. At times she complains of head-

aches. She has no regularity in meals or sleeping hours.

School record. This girl dislikes school very much.

Her scholarship is much below average.

Adjustments. The parent-child relationship is very

unsa-tis fac tory. The mother dominates the home wi th an "iron
.

rod." She "henpe cks" the father and rule s over the chil dren

like a tyrant. This girl has the Same type of disposition as

the mother; there is continuous fri ction be tween them; the

daughter feels mistreated; and she usually is.

This girl is deceitful in her relationships with

others and has the habit of stealing.

Interests. This girl's chief interest is housework;

her ambi tion is to be a housewife.

Diagnosis of ~. This girl's problems are the re

sult of inheritance and home environment. Her problems are

very real, causing her worry, distrust of her own mother, and

even hatred for the mother. The greater part of her dis

-honesty and deceit comes as a result of these personal problems.
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Remedial measures and results. A conference with 'this

girl helped very little. She continued to want to quit school

and become a housewife. She did quit at the age of sixteen

in the ninth grade.

The mother refused to cooperate. The writer chose to

study this girl in order to try to help her in the future.

Only time will tell the exac t re suIts of her efforts.

CASE VIII

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old boy in the

sixth grade.. It is difficult to make an estimate of this

boy's mental ability, since he has a speech defect which

Causes him to be retiring. His mental ability, however,

probably is Slightly below average.

Home background. The father who is forty-three years

of age is a high-school graduate. The thirty-nine-year-old

mother finished the sophomore year of high school. She does

housework outsid~ of the home to help earn a living. Both

parents are a way from home most of the time.

There are four children in the family--two girls and

two bays. The home, which is in fair condition, is kept clean

by the older sister. The family observes no regularity about

its life.

Health history. This boy has very poor health. His
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head troubles him most of the time. When he was five yeftrs

old he had the measles. He is quite tall and thin.

School record. The cumulative record card shows low

scholarship for this boy. Art is the only school sub ject that

stimulates any effort on his part, but he seldom finishes the

activity without being forced. He has some ability in art,

however.

Adjustments. This boy has been spoiled by his family

because he is the firs~ boy in the family and because he has

a speech de.fect. He seems to have much self-sympathy; he is

stubborn and qUick-tempered. He enjoys being alone, even

pre tending to be ill to stay a way from school.

Interests. This boy enjoys fishing. His ambition is

to drive an automobile and to be an "auto" mechanic.

Diagnosis of~. This child's problems come from

the fact that he has a speech defect and has had no help with

it. Evidently, there is a physical condition Wlich causes

the defect and may cause poor health, generally.

Remedial measures and results. Conferences with the

mother, the older sister, and the boy resulted in a spirit of

coope ration. The mother was willing for the boy to have a

. physical examination, but thOUght he could not be helped.
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She -neglected this, however. The writer sees that there'

has been some improvement, which justifies the prediction

that further help will bring good results.

CASE IX

This is the case of a twelye-year-old boy in the

sixth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is fifty-eight years

old, has a sixth-grade education, and works on W. p. A. The

moth-er is forty-seven years of age, has an eighth-grade edu-

ca tion, and is a housewife. She takes excellent c are of

the five-room cottage which they own. The house is very

neq.tly furnishe d. This boy is the seventh child in a family

of eight children--two girls and six boys. Five of the chil

dren completed high school; one is in the eighth grade; this

boy 'is in the sixth grade; and the smallest chil d is in the

third grade.

Health history. When this boy waS in the second grade,

he had whooping cough. At the present time his eyes and head

cause him much trouble. He eats and sleeps at irregular hours.

School record. In school the boy studies at times, but
i

if he is not in the mood to study, he draws. The favori te of

his school studies is art. His cumulative record card shows
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that· his grades are mixed average in only a few studies, '

and bel~w average in others.

Adjustments. The mother is this boy's choice of his

parents. He confides in her to a great degree. He does not

like his teachers if they correct him or make him work. He

says that he do es not like to work unless he receives pay

for it. His duty at home is to wash the dishes. He is ex

tremely quick in be coming angry and remains so for a long

period of time. He is "nervous~" sens itive, timid, and. rest

less ..

Interests. The boy's choices of a.ctivities are swim

I+1ing, hunting, and the "movies." However, his ambition in

life is to become an avi ator.

Diagnosis £f~~. This boy's problems are only

moderately serious. Perhaps his failure to work earnestly

is due to the fact that he is growing rapidly. He needs help

to overcome his disl ike for lJI.Ork.

Remedial measures and results. The writer suggested

to this boy that he spend his leisure time in reading about

airplanes, in drawing and painting pictures of them, and in

making scrapbookS of materials related to aviation. This

effort to get the boy to get a real background for any pos

sible future realization of his ambition proved helpful. He
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needs further help of this kind.

CASE X

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old boy in the

sixth grade whose mental ability is far below avenige.

Family background. The father, who is thirty-three

ye ars of age, is employed on W. P. A. He has comple ted the

eighth grade in school. The step-mother is twenty-one years

old and works as a maid outside' 0 f the home. She is the

father 's second wife. She completed the ninth grade in school.

There is one other ch ild in the ;family--a s ix-year-old git'l

who is the boy's half-sister. The house has five rooms: it is

poorly kept because both parents work out; and the house is

left in charge of the boy.

Health history. At the age of five this boy had whoop

ing cough, and at seven he had the measles. He has no regular

health habits, and complains of sore throats at f~equent in

tervals.

School record. The record shows that the boy is re-

tarded. His marks are qUite ~ow. He is very slow in every-

thing and has the ability to grasp only a small amount of

what the other children of his grade can g~t.

Adjuatments. The parent-child relationship is very
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unsatisfactory. The father is very strict with the boy,'

but the ,.step-mother does Ii ttle disciplining. The boy dis-

regards what effort she does make.

The boy has mOre home responsibilities than are natu-

ral for a child of his age. He washes all of the dishes,

brings in the coal and kindling, ~nd goes to the s to re •

These duties cause him to' be late for schoo 1.

School work does not interest this child. He slips

away from school when possible /3;nd even stays at home with

out a suitable excuse. He starts quarrels wi th the children

and he always is ready to fight to defend himself even if '

there is no need for defense.

Interests. This boy says that he likes to play, most

of all, but does like to make paper airplanes and to go to

the "movies." He wants to be a W. P. A. worker, which is

characte ristic of him.

Diagnosis of ~. The writer has been told tha t this

boy has inheri ted his cr..aracte r t rai ts. She thinks tha t he

has mental illnesses that she is not a. ble to describe or ex-

plain.

Remedial measures and results. Conferences with the

father and the boy resulted in a spir it of C ooperat ion whi ch

lasted for only a short time with the boy. Although the
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age and social age are equal to the fourth-grade level. He

1s, however, on the pre-primer level in reading and can do

Adjustments. Perhaps this boy's difficulty in adjusting

CASE XI

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old boy in the

fifth grade whose mental abili ty :Ls far below average.

Family background. The father is thirty years old

and works on W. P. A. His educa tion ceased at the close of

School record. In school the subject's chronological

writ-er thinks that very little can be done for this boy, '

she expects to continue her work with him.

41

the fifth grade. The step-mother, who is twenty-four years

old,-does laundry work to help make a living. She completed

the seventh grade at school. These parents have only the

one child.. They rent a three -room house which is poorly

furnished and usually untidy.

i.s very· unhappy about it.

Heal th histo rYe This boy had Mooping cough at the

age of five and double pneumonia at the age of ten, when he

was not expected to live. He has very poor health now and

only va ry simple addition combina tiona, but does have special

"

",
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himself is the result of many home conditions. Certainly,

the bOY'.is most unhappy, since his own mother is dead. His

step-mother is very unfair to him. She whips him frequently;

she makes him do his own laundry work, pre,pare his own meals,

and do the house work, which facts result in his staying away

from school as much as he does.

He likes school, ho~e~er; since his teachers treat hi~

kindly. He is Willing to cooperate; he accepts responsibility

when the teacher suggests it. He feels happy and proud.when

the teachers ask him to help them.

This. child has a pleasing disposition part of the time

and is extremely kind-hearted to the boys and girls who are

friendly toward him. However, if he thinks his friendship is

being used for any other purpose, he dislikes the responsible

individuals until the situation is changed.

Some times the boy gets very angry when he seems to be

"left out"; he feels that there is plotting against him. He

even brought a hunting knife to school one day. He is a fol-

lower--not a leader.

Interes ts • The S ubj ec t likes shows and would 1 ike to

read if he knew how. His ambition is to be a W. P. A. boss

if he can not be a boxer. Fondness for circuses has caused

him to be a truant many times.

Diagnosis 2f~. The home conditions in this case
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CASE XII

helpful.

Family background. The father died when the boy was

an infant. The forty-eight-year-old mother is a high-school'

graduate. She and the boy live on the mother's pension. The

mother keeps a home for the boy ins teao. of working outside of

the home. There are five children in the family--four girls,

"all of whom are married, and the boy. One of the girls lives
'.

seventh grade whose men tal a bili ty is be low a:~rerage.

This is the case of a four tee n-year-old boy in the

writer's suggestion that he seek congenial friends proved

ing him for bringing the knife to school helped him. The

cause an inferiority complex. The step-mother has taken'

away all. of the real child life that a normal boy should

have. He does not compensate by exhilli tionism; he is re

tiring most of the time; at times he tries to put forth a
;::
i1i "bold front" but finds it difficult, e. g., bringing the
;,1
I,ll!"r
l knife to school. He fe els infe rior, too, because he is a

I retarded child--because of home conditions and lack of men-
ll!
~ tal ability.
tl'
~l
it'
ill Remedial measures and Tesul ts. Helping this child

ill was difficult. He could not read; the step-mother could be

of no help; and he was a soc ial misfi t in his grade. Sham-
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out -of the city, while the others live in the same city as

does th~ mother. Their home consists of a three-room apart

ment. At any time one would find the place spotless.

Health history. When this boy was six years old, he

had measles and whooping cough. As he grew older he had col ds

occasionally. He observes no regular health habits--eating

his_meals menever he comes home and retiring whenever he

wishes.

School record. The boy's school record shows that he

has more marks below average than average or above. His

grades become lower as he gets older.

Adjustments. The mother is very fond. of the boy and

allows him to have his own way. She contributes as best she

can to his education and she wants to cooperate with the

school in its effort to educate him.

The boy says that he likes school but dislikes some

of the sUbjects and Some of his teachers. He does very little

work and impresses one as being indifferent toward his studies.

He possesses the attitude of feeling "grown up" and superior.

He says that he does not like anyone who tries to make

him do anything because he wants to do just as he pleases.

This boy is an emotional problem; he is temperamental, and
- ,

moody, and pities himself. When he was ten years old the



Diagnosis of~. This boy is the ~gest child of

the family and the only boy. His mother has spoiled him;

very probably his older sisters have helped with this spoil

ing. The writer has no expla,nation for the boy's disregard

for religion. It seems, at times t tha t his talk and actions

, .~ are for the purpose of exhibition.

police took him to jail and talked to him about destroying

a neighbor's lawn. Other than that he has had no crime

reco rd.

The boy says that "movies" are his ·favorite form of

recreation. On Sunday he spends most of the day at one.

When questioned by the writer on this point of Sunday shows,

he emphasized emphatically his 'disbelief in any church pro-

cedure on Sunday or any other day, and. p'roved himself a real

skeptic. He thought that no solemn organization could help

him, but only those places where he might have fun. He seemed

to have quite pronounced ideas on the SUbject and his mother

is very unhappy about his ideas about church. He has a few

close friends, all 0 f whom a.re boys. He prefe rs to be alone

so that he can think. He wants his way most of the time, and

he usually gets it.

Interests. The boy's one great vocational interest is

electricity and related problems. To be an electrical en

'gineer seems to be his greatest ambition in life.
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Remedial measures and results. The mother and one

sister promised to go to the school but neither went. The

firs t conference with the boy brought no results. Succeed-

ing conferences helped for short times. only. Just before

school closed he voluntarily went to the writer end said he

would try to do better during the folloWing year. The writer

will be able to offer some further guidance during the next
,

school year.

CASE XIII

This is the case a f a ten-year-old boy in the fifth

grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is sixty-five years of

age and receives an old-age pension. The mother is fifty-

two years old and does work as a maid. Both the father and

mother completed junior high school. There are three chil

dren in this family, a sister. a bra ther. and this boy. The

home environment is fair. The house is a rented seven-room

structure in fair condition. The sister takes care of the

house so· that she may have a comfortable place in which to

entertain her :friends.

Health history. The boy has seldom been ill. Now he

frequently complains of stomach trouble and toothaches. He

does not observe regular habits of retiring or eating because
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he does not wish to do so.

School record. The subject is a very slow learner.

While he can not do the work of the avera ge chil d in the

class, he does hav€ the ab ili ty to do the work of his par

ticular group level a t a slow ra te of speed. He c an do

simple addition and subtraction. His special ability in

school is in the field of art.

Adjustments. The boy l~kes his mother very much,

but does not want her to discipline him. He says the,t he

likes school sometimes, but dislikes being disciplined

at any time or any place. He tries to comple te assignments

by cheating in his work and fails to cooperate in any class

activity. He is reported as haVing many peculiar traits;

he fights quickly and easily. From all appearances he has

a hapit of pitying himself. More than anything else, how

ever, he does enjoy being the leader. He says that he does

not want to do "much of anything" in 1 ife.

Interests. This boy's one special ability is art;

so the writer thinks that he will choose something in that

field when he does make a choice.

Diagnosis of~. This case is difficult to diagnose.

The boy is over-grown for his age. The parents are eager for

., all of their children to do well sociallY~l morally, and
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educationally. The !pother disciplines her children, but .'

shows a . slight par tial i ty for this boy for some re ason un

known to the writer. The father, being quite a bit older

than the mother, is passive in his attitude, although he

takes pride in his children's successes. The writer thinks

that many of this boy's bad character traits are inherited.

Remedial measures and results. It was impossible to

contact the mother. Conferences with the boy helped after

a time. It was necessary, however, for the wri ter to use

constant supervision in' order to get results. Some improve-

ment was shown by the end of the year. In all fairness to

the boy, we must say tha t he may hot be any worse than many

other boys who conceal their traits; this boy is quite open

in letting people know how he thinks.

CASE XIV

This is the case 0 f an e leven-year-old girl in the

fifth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is thirty-two years of

age, is a 'IN. :P. A. worke r, and f inishe d the first year of

high school. The mother is twenty-eight years old and has

a fifth-grade education. The parents are separated but are

living in the same town. The mother lives with her mother



family and the study is made of tm younger girl Who is

very lazy and refuses to help with any work around the home.

Each week-end these c:hildren ar'e permitted to visit their

-mother. The separation of the mother and father has not

"
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children to live with her, but the father will not permit'

her to have them. They live with the father and a house

keeper who takes great pride in caring for the small three-

room house and the children. There are two girls in the

made for congeniality betwee,n ~he children.

Health historz. 'The girl had measles and Whooping

cough at the age of seven. She has very irregular bed and

meal times; she also has colo_s frequently.

School record. The cumulative record card shows that

this girl f S marks are far below average and her only school

interest is art. Reading seems very difficult for her.

Adjustments. This girl does not have the correct

attitude toward her home. She confides in no one there;

she -gets needed informat ion from the school or from her

friends; she stays away from home and from her sister as

much as possible; and she insists on being the leader of the

group. This girl imagines that her parents like her sister

better; for this reason she is hateful toward her sister.

Interests. This girl's fa.vorite pastimes are da.ncing,
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riding her bicycle,l, and listening to music. She expresses

the desi.re to become a dancer when she is older.

Diagnosis of~. It is very probable that the

broken home causes some of this girl's problems. She does

not know in whom to confide or whom to trust. She may be

distrustful of all people. Her desire to be the leader of

a_ group is compensation for a feeling of tnferiori ty in

other si tuations. Her feeling of being mistreated is very

real to her. It may cause her to ha.ve a "don't care ll attitude.

Remedial measures and results. The mother came to

school for a conference. She blamed the fa ther for all of the

girl's problems. The father, however, has a good reputation.

The mother agreed to do what she could but she thought that

the child was with her too short a time.

Since it was impossible to contact the father, the

writer had frequent conferences with the girl, which brought

about a slight improvement toward the end of the year. More

supervision will be necessary next year.

CASE XV

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old girl in the

eighth grade mose mental abili ty is above ayer age.

0,
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years of age, completed a high school education. She does

housework outside of the home. The father works When he

can get work to do. He is thirty-seven years old and com

pleted the sophomore year in high school •.

Since the parents live in another city, the subject

and her f ifteen-year-old bro ther 1'-ve wi th the grandmother in

a fairly well-kept, six-room honse. A younger sister lives

with the parents. This arrangement is due to the fact that

the parents, who 1 ive in one 0 f our largest cities, want-to

experience the "nigh t 1 ife n of that city. The two older chil-

dren are "in their way." Therefore, these children are com-

penions fo r the grandmother in Terre Haute. The parents send

money at re gular intervals to s uppo rt the chil dren.

Health history. Between the ages of five and thirteen,

this child had measles, chicken pox, and Whooping cough. Now

she frequently complains of headaches and sore throats. Her

eating and sleeping habi ts are re gular.

School record. This girl says tha t she likes school,

but her grades are very low. Her choices among her subjects

are music, English, home economics, and arithmetic. She

dislikes history and science. Her grades impro ve as she

grows older.

Adjustments. The attitude of the child toward the
"
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home-is not satisfactory. She shows no respect for her

grandmo the r' s authority and make s no effor t' to behave uhless

her mother happens to be present. She is very stubborn,

moody, and self-sympathetic, and hold.s malice tovvard others.

Interests. This girl's favorite ' pastimes are riding

a bicycle, skating, and running errands. She wants to be

a nurse in later life.

DiagnOSis of~. This girl's problems result chiefly

from the fact that she lilros wi th her grandmo the r who is very

kind to her ,. but is lax in disciplining her. The respons ibil

ity for the problems, of course, lies with the parents who

neglect their duty toward their child.

Remedial measures and results. Conferences with the

grandmother and with the girl helped, both being Willing to

cooperate, At all times, the girl was courteous to the writer

and expressed her appreciation for the writer's interest in

her. It was necessary, however, for the writer to use her in-

flu.erice when the girl failed to conduct herself properly out

side the writer's immediate supervision. Undoubtedly this

girl will continue to improve, since she has accepted her

teacher's guidance.

CASE XVI

This is the case of a fourteen-year-old girl in the
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continues to go lower as she grows older. One reason for

Ieighth grade whose mental ability is slightly below average.

two girls and three boys in the family. ,The older girl works

outside of the home. There is no regularity in the daily

lives of any of these five children.

is at home at the c lose of school. This af'fords the girl

an excellent opportunity to play truant by vis i ting friends

and to carryon other activities that appeal to her. She

does not feel accountable to her parents. She has tantrums,

to do this, since her mother is illiterate. Neither parent

Adjustments. This girl is domineering, delighting

in dictating to her mother. She thinks that she has a right

.
sisting that she is ill.

does house work, laundry work, and cooking outside the home.

These parents own their four-room house. There are

this is the fact tr..at the girl plays truant often by in-

Family background. The fifty-three-year-old father

has a seventh-grade education. He is employed as e, waiter.

The forty-nine-year-old mo ther has had no e duea tion • She

I

1
I

U

~ Health history. This girl has had mumps, measle s,

'j and chicken pox. She complains 0 f he adache s which may beI the result of irregular habits.

H
~ School record. This girl's scholarship is low and
~
J
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is not dependable or cooperative, and is a constant be-

havior ~roblem at school.

Interests. This girl likes to dance and entertain

people. Her ambition is to become a housemaid, for she is

a very efficient housekeep3 r.

Diagnosis of ~.' This' girl has not had suitable

supervision in the home. The illiterate 'mother is very pas-

sive in all of her relationships. The father has exerted

no influence because he is too busy wi th his own pe rsonal

recreational activities which his family does not share.

This girl prob8.bly inher ited some of her characteristics

from the father.

Remedial measures and results. The mother Willingly

agreed to cooperate but thOUght 1hat she could be of no help.

She thought, however, that the school could help, since her

child was fond of her teacher. The writer used the follow-

ing methods to try to help this girl:

1. Having frequent conferences

2. Suggesting the reading of books on citizenship

3. Requiring reports on what the girl liked in the

books

4. Asking for a statement from the mother concerning

her improvement at home
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This treatment helped but more is needed.

CASE XVII

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old boy in the

seventh grade whose men tal ab iIi ty is s Ii ghtly below ave rage.

_.

Family background. The father is forty-six years old,

has finished the eighth grade in school, and now is employed

as a custodian at a hotel. The mother is thirty-nine years

Old, has completed the sixth gr'ads, and remains at home to

care· for the house and the family. The condition of the home

is only fair.

There are five children in the family--two boys and

three girls. The subject is the middle child; one boy and

one girl are in high school; one girl is in the fourth grade;

and a baby girl is at home.

Health history. This boy has much trouble with his

teeth. When he was in the lower grad.es he had measles,

chicken pox, and Whooping cough. He never has had very good

health, nor does he appear to feel well now. He has frequent

colds.

School record. The cumulative record shows that this

bOy's scholarship is very low. The writer thinks that he

} could do better if he tried and if he spent more time in
~1 '.

school.
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Adjustments. The mother is ill at times. This boy

must remain at home to care for her. He uses this as an

excuse sometimes men the mother is not ill. There is an

older girl in the family who is kept in high school regu

larly. She is more intelligent than the boy; she works

be tter; and the mother hQpes that ,she will succeed in

making the best of her opporturii ties. The mother do es not

understand the boy's quick anger, moody spells, and queer

actions (at times). Neither d,oos the boy understand himself.

This boy says that he likes his father better than

his mother,. even though he is afra id of his father Vihen

he mips him.

At one time this bo y was called be fore the police to

answer for stealing some articles from the grocery at which

the family tra.ded. The groc er had proof of the steal ing.

The ~oy became afraid when quest ione d and finally admitted

the theft.

Interests. This boy has no ambition in life but to

make- enough money to have a "good time."

Diagnosis of~. This boy's problems grow out of

the home situation. He is not able to express himself satis

factorily in the home. It is natural for him to try to satisfy

himself in other ways, e. g., want ing to have a "good time."

''The ,boy's health ma,y b:e a contributing factor to his problems.
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Remedial measures and results. The following steps

were used in handling this case:

1. Frequent conferences by the writer and another

teacher

2. The frequent writing of notes by the boy to tell

what improvement he had ma.de

There 1M3re some good results by the close of the year.

More supervision will be needed next year.

CASE XVIlI

This is the case of a fifteen-year-old boy in the

eighth grade Whose mental ability is very low.

Family packgTound. The father is forty-nine years

old, is unemployed at the present time, and has a seventh

grade education. The mother is thirty-four years old, has

comple ted the sixth grade, and stays at home to care for

the house and the family.

The house is in very poor condition; its four rooms

are seldom clean. The sub ject is the oldest of five chil

dren--two girls and three boys. He is responsible for

getting coal, wood, and water, for mopping floors, and for

go ing to the store.

Health history. When this boy was eight years old

"he had mumps and measles. Otherwise, he has not been ill.
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He appears to be'M3 ak because he keeps late hours and "lea.ds

a wi Id l.ife."

School record. The cumulative record card shows that

this boy's scholarship is 'very low--because of his way of

living and because of his dislike for school. His attendance

is irregular and he is habitually tardy.

Adjustments. This boy follows in"the footsteps of his

father~ He drinks, goes to taverns, and goes home in the

early morning hours. He associates entirely with older boys,

even keeping company with older men.

Only once has he been taken to jail where he remained

for one day and night. This happened when he removed the

blocking from a W. P. A. project and caused the city busses

to be detoured for about three hours.

Interests. This boy likes to dance but he dislikes

~ny kind of real work. He wants to become a gTeat boxer.

No doubt he thinks of boxing as a great adventure and not as

a sport which takes keen thinking and alertness.

Diagnosis of~. This boy's problems come directly'

from the home. He follows in the footsteps of his father. The

mother is a very fine woman, but she can do nothing with her

husband or son.
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Remedial measures and results. It was impossible/to

do much· with this boy. His mother came to school with a

willing attitude, but with Ii ttle hope. The wri ter talked

with the boy £requently with no good results. He finally

quit school.

CASE XIX

This is the case of a fifteen-yea-r-old boy in the

eighth grade whose mental abil~ty is extremely low.

Family background'. The father is fifty-one years of

age, has a sixth-grade education, and works at a foundry.

The mother is forty-eight years old, has a fourth-grade edu-

cation, and remains at home. There are eleven children in

the family--seven girls and four boys. The four-room house

is very poorly kept.

Health history. When this boy was nine years old he

had measles, small pox, and chicken pox. He frequently com

pla~ns of headaches and stomach trouble. His coloring in

dicates that he has poor health habits.

School record. This boy dislikes school very much.

He goes because he must. His school marks are never above "F"

Adjustments. This boy has no spirit of cooperation
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wi th his parents. They report that he does 8S he pleases

most of.the time. He keeps late hours without any explana

tion. All the parents know about it is what they hear from

others. He likes the mo the r be tter be cause the father

punishes him severely.

At one time he was in jail" for going into a neigh-

bar's house and carrying articles away. When questioned he

s·aid he thOUght that they had moved from" tbe house or he

wou~d not have entered it. His uncle had some difficulty

·in getting him released.

This boy is "boss y" with the s~all children at home

and unpopular wi th the older children. He even inflicts

painful tricks on other children to get them to let him alone.

Interests. This boy dislikes any kind of work, but

enjoys just drifting along--no ambition--living for the

pleasures of the day.

Diagnosis of the~. The parents have tried hard

to ~elp this boy to adjust himself, but for some reason they

do not seem to be able to get close to him. He wants to live

his own life, ss he expresses it, without ~my supervision f:rom

the parents. This matured idea of his has developed undoubt

edly from associating with older boys.

Remedial measures ~nd results. There were several con

ferences With this boy, but the results were very minor. The
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parents gave full cooperation, which was of no value. T~e

writer is of the opinion that definite guidance should have

been started sooner for gres-ter success. Work will be con-

tinued with this boy next ye ar •

CASE XX

This is the case of a twelve-year-old girl in the

seventh grade whose mental ability is above avers_gee

Family background. The'father is thirty-four years

old,- has a sixth-grade -education, and works :til a restaurant.

The mother is thirty-three years old, has a sixth-grade edu-

cation, and does housework.

This girl is the third of six chiibdren. The parents

are buying the ir fi ve-room cottage which is poorly furnished,

but is very neat and clean.

Health !J.istory. This girl had the measles When she

was quite young; she often suffers from toothache.

School record. The cumulative record cartl. for this

girl shows that she made better marks in the lower grades,

but as she grows ,older her marks become lower. She could

bea "B lf
_ pupil if sre tried.

Adjustments. This girl is a difficult problem for

-, her parents because she is stubborn and has a quick temper,
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getting angry and remaining so for some time. At times,'

however) she is dependable and cooperative. The latter

happens when everything is moving in the direction that

plea.se s her.

Interest.§.. This girl says that she is not interested
..

in school or any of its activities because she likes to

associate with her older sister's group--dressing as they do

and going to the ir parti es •

She dislikes any kind of hard oork; she likes to read.

and 'does read well; and her ambition is to be an artist or

a nurse. She does have unusual ability in art.

Diagnosis of~. This girl's problems come from the

fact that there are an older sister and a brother \'\hom the

parents allow more freedom in their social program than they

allqw this girl; therefore, she has developed a jealous

atti tude and she tries in every possible way to exhibi t her

feelings. The mother and father have lost patience and have

qUi,t trying to help the girl.

Remedial measures and results. Conferences with the

mother and the girl resulted in a splendid spiri t 0 f coopera-·

tion. The mother was very Willing to have the ass istance, but

admitted that she, herself, could do very little. Since there

has been some improvement, the writer thinks that more success



63

can-be achieved with further guidance.

CASE XXI

This is the case of a fourteen-year-old boy' in the

seventh grade whose mental ability is below average •

.
Family background. The father is thirty-six years of

age and has completed the fifth grade. He lives in a dis-

tant town while the thirty-fi ve-year-old mother stays at

home to keep house for the children. She receives a motherrs

pension to help maintain the home. The family lives with the

motherrs two sisters in a three-room, ill-kept house. There

are two children in this family, a younger brother who is in

grade six and this boy.

Health history. During the childhood of the boy, he

sUf~ered the usual children's dise~ses of measles, mumps,

whooping cough, and chicken pox. He is constantly having

throat ailments at the present time.

School record. The subject's cumulative record card

shows that his marks are very low. He is a poor reader, but

he shows special ability in manual training.

Adjustments. The boy likes his mother but he ran off

very recently with a circus. This experience makes him very

"eager to be old enough to earn his own liVing. He loves
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adventure and action and feels that these might be attained

if he were "on his own." He does odd jobs to get his own

money for the purchase of some of his 01Nl1 clo thing and

school materials. He is seldom clean Vlhen he attends school.

His attitude is that of disinterest in any activity. He is

such an overgrown, lanky child, that he is left to shift

for himself in the home and this same habit carries over

into the scJlllool.

Interests. The boy likes to take an apparatus apart

to observe the workings of it, and then to put it together

again correctly. He likes sports of any kind. His ambition

is to be a mechanic.

Diagnosis of~. The separation of the parents has

a bad effect on the boy. He needs his father's companion

ship and gUidance. The mother's unhappy situation reflects

itself in the bay's hopeless and indifferent attitude.

Remedial measures and results. It was impossible to

contact the mother. The conference method was used, but the

boy showed no interest in the writer's efforts to get him t,o

improve. He could not be guided into any read.ing activi ties

because he could not read. His habitual absence during the

latter part of school was a serious handicap. More gUidance

will be adminiStered next year.
1 ., : c

i~
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CASE XXII

This is the case of an eleven-year-old boy in the

fifth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is forty-eight years

old, has completed the seventh gr~de, and is a W. P. A.

worker. The mother is forty years old, has finished the

sixth grade, and is a laundress. Four girls and two boys

make up the family. The house is very poor, being furnished

with only the bare necessities. It is a rented house con

sisting of .four rooms.

Health history. The boy hed measles, mumps, chicken

pox, and whooping cough. He has frequent colds and throat

trouble.

School record. The boy's record sho~re that his special

ability in school is in the field of art. He is a very slow

learner. While he can not do the work of the average child

in the class, he does have the ability to do the work of his

particular group level at a slow rate of speed.

Adjustments. This boy's home life is not at all

pleasant. He thinks that his mother is not very greatly

interested in him or in the home, since she is not pleasant

when she does come home. He says that he likes school, but
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does not feel like working hard enough to get his lessons.

The boy. has a pleasing personality until crossed in his ac

tivity. Then he exhibits his stubbornness. The boy says

that when people try to tell him what to do he never wants

to do it. However, he seems to have lost interest in the

home because there is no one there who is interested in his

welfare. He enjoys staying Rwayfrom home.

Interests. This boy enjoys taking things apart,

such as watches, clocks, and various articles. He can do

any kind of hand work well.

Diagnosis of~. The mother is shiftless, unsym

pathetic, and selfish. The father is listless and passi\re.

This is a bad atmosphere for the child. It shows a possi-

bility for the inheritance of bad character traits.

Remedial measures and results. Contact with the

parents was impossible. The boy had a pleasing attitude

while talking with the writer and seemed Willing to try.

The -wri ter has a fe eling of syrnpa thy fa r this boy. She

thinks that he IAOuld improve very much in a suitable home

situation. He could not be directed to any reading or writ

ing activities, since he was weak in those subjects. Addi-

tional effort will be made to find ways to help this boy.
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CASE XXIII

This is the case of a ten-year-old girl in the fifth

grade whose mental ability is above average.

Famil.y background. The parents are very young. The

father is thirty years old, has finished the sixth grade,

and is at the present time employed_ as a porter in a drug

store. The mother is twenty-eight years' of age, has com

pleted the first year of high school, and does housework

outside of the home. There are four children in the family-

a boy in th.e third grade, a girl in the second, the baby in

the nursery school, and this girl. At home her duty is to

wash the dishes. The economic status of the family is good.

The five-room rented house is \\ell-furnished and well-kept.

The children are sent to school each morning very neat and

cle an.

Heal th his tor Y. At the age of nine this girl had

measles, mumps, and whooping cough. Her complaint now is

her-throat. She is pale, undeveloped, and lifeless.

School record. The girl's record shows that her spe-'

. cial ability in school is the subject of reading. She is

apt and quick and when she desires she does work above aver

.age in most of the SUbjects. She has unusual ability in music.
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Adjustments. The child likes her mother better than

she likes. her father because she says that her father "whips

hard." She is afraid of him and minds her teachers only be

cause of her fear of them. The mother allows her to "boss" the

entire family. Because the parents are young, they go out for

the evening occasionally and hire a girl to stay with the chil

dren. The subject resents her parents' going away without her

and objects strenuously to going to bed. ·She has a tendency

to be a mischief maker on the sly, and seems happy when C8US-

ing some confusion. All mischievousness halts, however, when

any authority appears upon the scene. She likes to play with

smaller children because she can influence them. Because of

her fear of larger children, she constantly fights them. This

child has a very disturbing personality case--one of excess

fear probably due to too much imagination.

Interests. This girl likes to cook, sew, clean house,

wait on people, and go to the "mo'ties." Her des ire in Ii fe

is to be a nurse.

Diagnosis of~. It is difficul t to understand this

girl. She has conflicting characteristics. She is likeable,'

yet mischievous and rogueish. She enjoys working at home,

yet does not enjoy assignments given by the teachers. She has

mental abili ty, yet she does not use it. Her habit of "bossing"

~t home causes her trouble with other children and the teachers.
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The following meth-Remedial treatment and results.

ods of guidance were used:

1. Conferences

2. Providing books on citizenship for the girl to

read

CASE XXIV

This is the case of a thirteen-year~old girl in the

seventh grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is forty-two years of

age, 'has an eighth-grade education, and works in a tavern.

The mother is thirty-five years old, has completed the sev

enth grade, is a la.undre ss J and doe s hous ework. There a re two

children in the family--the subject who is the younger and

a girl in highschool. The circumstances in the home do not

seem to be any better than average. There are three rooms

which are kept in order only when the mother can do it. The

house is rented.

" Health history. The girl had measles, chicken pox, and
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mumps between the ages of four and seven. Now she often I

has influenza; she has no regular health habits.

School record. The cumulative record card shows that

this girl's scholarship is below average. She is a slow

learner and has no special interest in any study.

Adjustments. Neither the mother or father has much

influence over this girl. She goes to bed vvhen she comes home

from school and later goes out of the house again. Very often

the mother sends the older sister to find her when the evening

is late. The older sister usually returns unsuccessful in

her search. This girl is not dependable, nei ther is she co

operative. She is very stubborn, qUick-tempered., very indif-

ferent, likes confusion, con tinually cause s t roubl e, and seems

to be very happy at that moment. Her most serious behavior

prob~em consists in lying.

Interests. The girl's greatest concern is bicycle

riding and she likes the "movies. n She dislikes work of any

kind. Her ambition is to be an undertaker.

Diagnosis of~. The fact that the parents seem in

different· and carele ss toward the home and iropa tient toward

the children is a condition which helps this child to have lost.

interest in the home and in the school. She has acquired from

"her' parents the idea that"going out to have a goo d time" is
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*I Remedial me."sures end re'sults. Ths mother was willing

ij to cooperate but said that she could do very little. The
i

1 girl said she was willing to coope rate but did not do so.
i
\ She was absent too much for the writer to accomplish results
(
i with her. Just before school closed the writer and the girl
I
I had a long talk. The girl agreed to have a pleasant vacation

and to try to return' to school next year wi th a better atti-

tude.

CASE XXV

This is the case of a thirteen-year-old boy in' the

sixth grade whose mental ability is below average.

Family background. The father is forty-eight years

old, has finished the first year of high school, and is em

ployed as houseman in a wealthy' home. The mother is thirty

five years of age, has finished the eighth grade in school;

and works as a maid in a weal thy home. There are two boys in

the family; the study is made of the aIde r boy.' The younge r

boy is in the fourth grade. Both boys have certain duties to

perform about the house. The subject performs his duties well

because he dislikes uncleanliness. The economic status of the

home is above average. The mother desires to have conditions

"better than they are at the pre sent. This se ems to be he r
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reason for working outside of the home. They recently have

purchased a new house and have it nicely furnished.

Health history. The boy is somewhat hard of hearing

because of a masto id opera tioh per formed at the age of s ix

teen months. He has had mo st of the children's diseases dur-

ing his childhood. At the present time he has a nervous dis

order wh ich is most evident in nail biting. Add.ed to all of

these are stomach and head disorders which trouble him fre-

quently.

SchQol record. The cumulative record shows that this

boy's record is lowe r than average. The child plays con

stantly rather than works, makes no effort to do his studies,

and at times he is very backward. When questioned concern-

ing any results at school he seldom tells the truth. This

may ,be due to the fact that he has a fear of Whippings.

Adjustments. The bay's mother has more influence over

him than does anyone else; however, she must be severe before

the- discipline is successful. The boy has a habit of trying

to "boss" his grandmother. Other than this he shows no sign

Of expression pro or can.

Interests. This bay's chief interest is sparta: of any

kind. He spends the greater part of his free time in these

" activities.: ..-
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Diagnosis of~. This case seems to be one of

resignation to things as they are and total lack of ambi

tion. The readjus tment of such a case as this completely

shut-in personality is extremely difficult. Nervousness and

being spoiled at home have an effect on the case.

Remedial measures and results. Methods used follow:

1. Conferences wi th mother and wi th boy

2. Checking on boy by mother and by writer

3. Helping boy to learn'how to study

4. Having the bOy report to the mother each evening

regarding his day's activities

5. Having the boy report to the wri ter each day re

garding his home activities, relationships, and improvement

Quite a bit of improvement resulted. The mother wanted

the matter to be confidential between her and the writer, who

anticipates greater improvement next year. The boy needs to

see a doctor about his nervousness.

CASE XXVI

This is the case of a fourteen-year-old girl in the

fifth grade whose mental a.bili ty is far below average.

Family background. The father is dead. The mother is

thirty-six years old and has a third-grade education. The city

:'helps keep the family, which lives in a two-room apartment.
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The subject has two sisters--a nine-year-old in the second

grade and an ~ight-year-old in the first grade.

Health history. At the age of ten the girlhBd

measles, mumps, scarlet fever, and typhoid fever. She ob

serves no regular heal th hab! ts, having irregular hours for

meals and for retiring.

School record. In school this girl's chronological

age and social age are equal to the fourth-grade level •. She

is, however, on the pre-primer level in reading 8nd can hardly

do simple addition combinations.

Adjustments. This is a case of excessive unhappiness

in almost every phase of the child's life. She says that she

likes to go to school because her home is so uncomfortable,

but her grades in her work have always been exceptionally low.

The pathe tic stories she tells to her teacher s ar e as tound.ing.

She has a habit of just sitting and staring when in the

schoolroom. The girl 's companions are usually older girls.

They-have been the cause of her present desire to attend par

ties and to have pretty clothes.

Interests. Other than pretty clothes Bnd parties this

girl has no particular abilities or ambitions. She dislikes

housework very much.

"
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Diagnosis of~. Undoubtedly the home conditions'

cause this girl's personal problems which are so very real

to he r that she cannot even a,ttempt to ad jus t hers el f.

Remedial measures and results. The writer was not

able to interview the mother. The child made absolutely no

response to any effort to help her. The writer considers

this case the worst failure of the group.

CASE x:x.VII

This is the case' of a fourteen-year-old boy in the

seventh grade whose;'mental ability is slightly below average.

Family background. The father is fo rty-five yea,rs old,

has an eighth-grade education, and is employed as custodian at

a plant. The mo ther is forty-five years old, hes a sixth

grad~ educa tion, and stays a t home to keep the house. The

house is moderately furnished, but clean and neat. It is a

four-room cottage which they own. There are two children in

the _family--the subject and an older brother in high school.

Health history. Between the ages of seven and nine

this boy had mumps, measles, and chicken pox. He has stomach

disorders and frequent headaches now. He appears to be in
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because he is the baby of the family and it will be difficult

.•~ for him in later life unle ss s orne one helps him to ad jus t him

self. Not only are his parents very fond of him but his
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Scho 01 re co rd. The cumulat i ,,.e record card shows that

this bo~'s scholarship is below average, with special ability

in music. He says that he likes all of his teachers, but has

a few favor i tes •

Ad,justments. The boy's mother refuses to permit any

one to punish him in any way, especially by paddling. He is

slow and dislikes any kind of work or rOl~h games. He pre

fers to play with small children. At the age of nine he was

called before the police and questioned about stopping-up

sewers wi th rocks, etc.,' so that he might sail his boat. He

has a temper that is very easily aroused and he is termed a

"spoiled" child.

Interests. This boy's interests are reading "comic"

books and going to the "movies." He desires to become a.

truck drive r.

grand.parents are, also.

Remedial measures and results. The writer had con

ferences with both the boy and the mother a nd a fine s pirit

'ofcooperation prevailed. However, there had to be severAl
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confe renees with the boy before any improvement was not iced'.

CASE XXVIII

2.'his is the case of a ten-year-old bo'y in the fifth

grade whose mental ability is average.

Family background. The fa ther is thirty-one years old t

has completed the seventh grade, and is employed in a factory.

The mother is thirty-two years old, has an eighth-gre.de educa

tion, and works outsiCle the home ·occasionally. They rent a

five-room house which is neatly furnished, neat and clean at

all times. The boy is sent to school clean and attractive.

He is the only child in the family.

Heal th history . At the age of two this boy bad measles

and soon after, the iAfrlooping cough. He was ill quite a bit

when y~ung.

School record. The boy's record card shows his marks

are average with no special interest in any study. At the

present time his grades are lower. However, he is becoming

quite attracted to the girls, which might be diverting his

mind from his school work.

Adjustments. Being the only child, the subject has

excellent opportunity to be selfish, stubborn, and vain; how

ever, he has a pleasing disposition at times. He is a spoiled
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child, has no responsibility, and plays most of the time.'

He is gi.ven a generous allowance for amusements as well as

for necessities. The boy is very nervous at school; he

seems to be afraid tha the will make an error in his work;

and the other children will not hold him in such high esteem.

At home he wants his 0 wn way.

Interests. This boy's favorite game is football. One

of his strongest dislikes is gett ing out of bed each morning.

His amb i tion is to be a do ctor ~

Diagnosis of the~. This boy, being the only child

and the only grand-child on the mother's side, is spoiled by

the mother and the grand-parents. They have given him just

about everything that he has wanted and allowed him to ha.ve

his own way. Therefore, it is very necessary for someone

to h~lp the boy to adjust himself so that life will not seem

difficult when he has to meet it alone.

Remedial measures and results •. Since the boy is an

average pupil he can read with understanding. Therefore, the

writer furnished him wi th books on good citizenship, had

conferences with him, sent for his mother, and made some sug-

gestions to her. A fine spirit of cooperation prevailed and

there was immediate improvement; yet there is more to be done

next year.
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CASE XXIX

This is the case of a fourteen-year-old boy in the

seventh graete whose mental abili ty is far below average.

Family background. The father is thirty-five years

old, has completed the second year, of high school, and is

employed as a mechanic in a larger city. The mother is

thirty years old, has completed the first year in high school,

and does housework outside the home. She and the boy live

in a three-room house which she rents. The boy is the only

child. The.father 3Ild mother are separated.

Health history. The boy is not in a desirable physical

condition; his tonsils and teeth need attention. He does not

observe regular health habits which makes his condition much

worse.

School record. The boy needs the companionship and

gUidance of his father. He does not appear to care particu

larly for anyone, no t even his mother. The aunt and the

mother have a tendency to spoil this boy. Because of this

he has become a real problem child and will cause confusion'

in any group with which he is associated. He is neither

dependable or coopera t i ve. He is rude and can no t be shame d

or embarrassed at being impolite. He became involved with

"another lad who had stolen some articles and the boys were
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tak&n to the Friendly Inn for corrective purposes.

Interests. The boy enjoys driving a car, going to

"movies," riding a bicycle, and skating. His ambition is

to be a me chanic.

Diagnosis of~. This case is a personality'prob

lem. The boy does not have the companship or guidance of

his fa the r. The mother and aunt s po il the boy; he is no t

disciplined at home. For Some strange reason he thinks

that everyone else is against him. Since he has reached the

age when it. becomes necessary for him to practice some citi-

zenship rules, he becomes a difficult individual, with much

need for gUidance.

Remedial measures and results. It was impossible for

the writer to receive cooperation from the home; therefore,

she had several conferences with the boy which were not suc-

cessful. There were only promises made by the child who had

no real intension of carrying them out.

CASE XXX

This is the case of a fourteen-year-old boy in the

sixth grade whose mental ability is far below average.

Family background. The father is separated from the
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school. The remainder of his allowance is always spent for his

:r-unch. He says that he would much ,prefer to play with a few
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mother. The mother is forty-four years old, has an eighth

grade education, and works as a maid. The step-father is

thirty-four ye ars of age, has a ninth-grade e duca tion, and,

is now employed in a factory. They live in a four-room

house which they rent; it is very clean, neat, and well-kept.

This boy is the only ch ild in t he ,family.

Health history. Between the ages of six and eight this

boy had measles, mumps, and whooping cough. He keeps regular

bed hours, meals, and habits co'nduciYe to good health. Most

of the time he has seve re headach es •

School record. The boy's school record shows that his

marks are very low, but during his earlier school life his

marks were better in all subjects. He says that he likes

school, but just can not do the work.

Adjustments. The boy never gets any punishment at home,

which probably has not been the correct method in his case at

all times. He has no emotional control; he is qUickly angered

but 'very harmless. He never fights unless it is in self-defense.

Both his mother and step-father work so this boy has a daily al

lowance. He spends mo st of this for funny books, candy, etc.
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comrades than many because he does not get angry unless too

many trw to rule him.

Interests. This boy likes all sports but is very

awkward in any game he tries to play. His ambition is to

be a truck driver.

Diagnosis of~. This is the case of an only child

who probably has more than one reason for being a problem

child. His own father left his mother when the boy waa six

years old. Slowness, sensitiveness, and backwardness cause

many 0 f this boy's mis takes.

Remedial measures and results. The writer had several

conferences with the boy and explained to him that he must

help himself by using will power and not allowing himself to

become angry so quickly. The writer also had a conference

with the mo ther. The cooperation of the mo ther and of the

boy resulted in some improvement. There is still hope for

more.

II. SUMMARY

Table I, p. 83, summarizes ten principal causes for

the thirty problem cases. Of course, many other factors con

tributed to the problem of each child. The writer, in this

summary, has chosen the dominant factor in each case, as she



low mentality, and (3) spoiled child, describe slightly more

than half of the case s •

ditions'under the first topic, since such procedure would

be endless. The first three items, (1) horne conditions, (2)

IShe has made no effort to list apecific home con-
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TABLE I

PRINC IPAL CAUSES ]'OR THE
THIRTY PROBLEM CASES

sees it.
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CHAPTER IV

SffililiillRY AND CONCLUSIONS

I • SUMIvIARY

The purpose of this study was to help thirty children

of the Booker T. Washington School, Terre Haute, Indiana, to

make successful adaptations to their environments and to re

port the results of the study. A group of teachers, includ

ing the writer, selected thirty'children from the fifth,

sixth, seventh, and eighth grades on the basis of scholar

ship, citizenship, and estimated mental ability. The fifth

and sixth-grade children were chosen beca,use they mre re

tarde d or were lar ge fo r the ir age.

The case-study method of procedure was used. These

case studies include (1) age, (2) sex, (3) grade, (4) esti

mated mental ability, (5) family background, (6) health his

tory, (7) school record, (8) adjustments, (9) interests, (10)

diagnosis of case, (11) remedial measures, and (12) results.

The information was obtained (1) from cumulative record cards,

(2) from interviews with parents, teachers, and pupilS, and

(3) from observations of the homes, parents, and pupils.

Remedial measures used in the guidance o·f the children

include:

1. Conferences with parents
'f
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2. Conferences wi th children

·3. Suggested reading of books on citizenship

4. Compositions by the children to give reactions to

books and to report their progress at school and at home

5. Discussions with other teachers regarding the

children's progress in other departments of the school

6. GUiding the children into the worthy activities

which they enjoyed and could perform

7. Helping the children to understand that they-must

take a positive rather than a negative attitude toward their

problems

No reSults were absolutely satisfactory, since the

time was limited to one school year. Some cases, however,

showed much improvement; others, just average; many, too

Ii ttle; and a few, none.

II. CONCLUSIONS

The writer has formulated the following conclusions

that really are reconmendations:

1. That Washington School introduce a definite guid-

ance program

2. That some provision be made by which the pupils

may be given intelligence and achievement tests at regular

intervals and the results recorded

3. That aptitude tests be used to determine the



)... ,

"i

i

t
'.
,.

"

86

fields into which to guide the students

.4. That pupils who show ability in special fields

and can not do the regular work in the classroom be directed

to SOme other actiYity or some special work in the field in

which they are most capable, e. g •• art, hand work, manual

tra ining, etc.

5. That the children who ha'Ve re~ll ability be en

couraged to build a foundation for leadership in their par-

ticular fie Ids

6. That the children who haye meager ability be giyen

an opportunity to prepare for the ord.inary tasks that must

be done and done we 11

7. That the writer continue her work with these chil-

dren as long as the y attend her school

8. That some plan be made for medical examination of

the children who nee d it
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