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DEDICATED 

to 

THE BELOVED MEMORY 

of 

WILLIAM WOOD PARSONS 

and 

HOWARD SANDISON 

"Who "loved truth above all things. 
Loyal and chivalrous-gentle and strong." 

(5) 
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FOREWORD 
EDGAR WEBB, '99 

President of the Indiana State Normal School Alumni Association, 
1925-1926 

The gene.sis of the outward form of the Parsons-Sandison 
Memorials was made at the annual luncheon of the Indiana 
State Normal Alumni, on October 22, 1925. This was during 
the week of the State Teachers Association. 

This was the first meeting of the Alumni following the 
deaths of the two leaders of Indiana's educational thought. 
President Hines, of the State Normal School, had announced 
some weeks previously, that it would be a memorial meeting; 
and the Riley Room of the Claypool was filled for the occasion. 
Lawrence McTurnan, '97, made'the principal address. That 
address is included at the request of the Committee, in this 
volume, as the tribute of the Alumni. Following the McTurnan 
address, John S. Hussey, '98, spoke briefly on "Memorials", 
and followed his address with a motion that a fund of. $25,000 
be raised by the Alumni, to be used in the creation of a suit
able memorial to William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison, 
and that a committee of One Hundred be named to carry out 
the project. The motion was seconded by Edgar Webb, '99, 
and was unanimously carried, by a standing vote. 

Three weeks after this meeting, President Hines announced 
the personnel of the Committee of One Hundred, and called 
a meeting of the committee for November 10. At this meet
ing the following were named officers: Henry Cromwell, '00, 
president; C. C. Connelly, treasurer; and V. R. Mullins, '22, 
secretary. At the same meeting the following were named 
as the Executive Committee: L. N. Hines, Chairman; Homer 
L. Cook, '96; Miss Blanche Merry, '98; Sampson G. Smith, 
'25; and Edgar Webb, '99. At the annual meeting in October, 
1926, the following were named as an Advisory Committee, 
to assist the Executive Committee in the more important 
details: L. E. Kelly, '95; Miss Elizabeth Kirby, '98; John 
S. Hussey, '98; L. D. Owen, '94; Miss Lena Swope, '10; and 
Mrs. Charlotte Burford, Dean of Women, '98. 

The Executive and Advisory Committees held many meet
ings, all at Indianapolis, and the results of their leadership 
of tl?-e Alumni are shown today. 
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MEMORIALS 7 

The Memorials are in two principal forms. The Chimes, 
consisting of twenty tubes, are erected in the tower of the 
main building of the State Normal plant. This is the build
ing that for so many years was the scene of the ~ork of 
the two leaders. This building is, more than any other, 
identified with their activity. It is fitting, therefore, that the 
Chimes should be installed in this tower. 

In addition the Living Memorial provides for a Living 
Memorial Loan Fund, created for the purpose of P:roviding 
financial help for worthy students. This Fund is to be ad
ministered by a Committee especially appointed, and a Trustee, 
who shall be under bond for the faithful performance of his 
duties. 

The purpose of this book is to provide a reco1'd of the 
activities of these two men, so that future generations of stu
dents shall know the reason for the erection of the Chimes 
and the creation of the Fund. 

After two years' effort, the purpose of the Alumni is 
realized. Melodious chimes are installed. A loan Fund is 
established. Beautiful tablets are erected. The Book and 
Torch Ceremony is inaugurated, all in the fond hope that 
generations of students yet to come may know the beginnings 
of State N onnal influence, and may fully appreciate the two 
men, to whom, more than to any one else, belongs the credit 
for the establishment of this institution. 

Commemorating the lives of the beloved teachers has been 
a work of love rather than of duty. Each line written in the 
many tributes, every donation made toward the erection of 
the Chimes and the Living Memorial, every contribution of 
money, time, deed, word or thought, has come from the 
promptings of loving hearts that wished to pay tribute. 

Rarely in the world's history has it been found that two 
such close friends have been permitted to work so long 
together and to do so great a piece of constructive work. It 
is not too much to say that few men in the field of education 
excelled Dr. Parsons in his executive and administrative 
ability; and it is a matter of common knowledge that Howard 
Sandison ranked as one of the best analytical thinkers of the 
teaching world. For forty years they worked together with 
a common aim, that the world might be blessed with straighter 
thinking in the training of youthful minds. 



! .i 

, I 
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That their work is still a living force is witnessed by the 
throbbing testimonials of those that sat at their feet. 

The writer, as president of the Alumni Association, wishes 
at this time to bear testimony to the loyal support given this 
movement by the alumni, students, and friends of these two 
men. On every hand there has been whole-hearted co-opera
tion and enthusiasm. The task has required much thought 
and careful attention to details; and the results are committed 
to the present and future generations of Indiana State Normal 
School friends. 

'j 
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MEMORIALS 

This Memorial Book consists of two 
parts: 

The first part relates to the estab
lishment of the Chimes Memorial and 
the regulations governing the protec
tion and growth of the memorial fund 
together with directions for the Book 
a~d Torch Ceremony. 

The second part consists of tributes 
to the memory of William Wood Par
sons and Howard Sandison. 

11 
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12 THE BOOK AND THE TORCH 

Resolution Passed Unanimously 

By the 

Parsons-Sandison Memorial Committee 

January 15, 1927 

Resolved, That this committee, under the authorization 
given by the alumni· of the Indiana State Normal School at 
the luncheons in October, 1925 and 1926, use the money secured 
in the canvass for the Parsons-Sandison Memorial as follows: 

1. Purchase an adequate set of chimes to be installed in 
the tower of the main building with a bronze portrait tablet 
appropriately worded stating that the chimes are given to 
perpetuate the memory of the two teachers in whose nalJleS 
the fund was collected. 

2. Dedicate the remaining balance of the fund to the crea
tion of a Parsons-Sandison Living Memorial Fund to be used 
for the benefit of worthy students. The Fund to be ad
ministered by a committee of three, two members of whom 
shall be members of the alumni, appointed by the president 
and board of trustees of the State Normal School: 

That this Fund be created, maintained, and augmented 
in honor of the men and women who have labored for the 
welfare of the Indiana State Normal School. 

That a committee be appointed by this committee to plan 
all ceremonies connected with the promotion and perpetuation 
of this Fund. · 

That a special memorial tablet appropriately designed and . 
worded be secured to commemorate the establishment of this 
Fund. 

That all alumni, students, and friends of the Indiana State 
Normal School be encouraged to maintain and enlarge this 
Fund each year. 

That this resolution be executed on the general plan out
lined in the memorandum attached, which is entitled "Parsons
Sandison Memorials". 

I' 
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MEMORIALS 13 ' 

P ARSONS-SAN,DISON MEMORIALS 

The Parsons-Sandison Mem01;ial Fund was originally brought 
into realization by the alumni, faculty, and friends of 'the Indi
ana State Normal School at.Terre Haute, Indiana. The idea 
was first expressed by the devoted alu:rpni of the school. These 
alumni believed that in the future all students completing 
their course in this institution should know of the great work 
of these two men who worked together for almost forty years 
to establish the Normal School on a sound philosophy of 
teaching; who molded the educational ideal for thousands of 
students and set a high standard for the profession of teach
ing throughout the state. 

Members of the Alumni Association began a movement to 
interest all alumni, faculty, and friends of the school, in the 
building up of a memorial fund with which to purchase chimes 
to be placed in the tower of the school building. They believed 
that the old tower should- have a voice that would speak 
through the coming years in memory of the days of these 
great teachers. 

The ·sum set for the purchase of the memorial chimes and 
tablets is twenty,.five thousand dollars ($25,000.00). 

The tablet which commemorates the installation of the 
chimes shall bear the portraits of President William Wood 
Parsons and Vice-President Howard Sandison, under which 
shall be inscribed the following words : 

These Chimes Were Installed As A Memorial 

To 

President William Wood Parsons 

And 

Vice-President Howard Sandison 

who molded the educational ideals for thou
sands of students and set a high standard 
for the profession of teaching throughout 

the State and Nation. 

June, 1927. 
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It appears to the .devoted alumni of the Indiana State 
Normal School that the full twenty-five thousand dollars ($25-
000.00) may not be needed for the purchasing of the memorial 
chimes and tablet. If this should be the case, they believe 
it is wise to establish a fund which shall be a living memorial, 
not only for the two great leaders of education, but for all 
members of the faculty and alumni who have made their 
contributions and passed on to the Great Beyond. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that an agreement of this execu
tive committee and advisory committee of the Parsons-Saudi
son Memorial be made whereby the money remaining after 
purchasing the memorial chimes and tablet shall be known 
as the Parsons-Sandison Living Memorial Fund, which fund 
shall remain inviolate and unchanged forever except as it 
is opened to assist worthy students and to receive contribu
tions. This fund shall be lent to worthy students of the school 
for the purpose of assisting them in completing their course 
in the State Normal School. 

Be it resolved, that any student may have the privilege of 
borrowing from this fund provided such student is found 
worthy by the board of directors; and that the student bor
rowing from the Living Memorial Fund shall pay the prin
cipal and interest on the amount borrowed after completing 
his course and after having an opportunity to earn the amount 
borrowed. The rate of interest shall be five per cent per 
annum. 

Be it resolved, that each senior class, graduating from the 
Indiana State Normal School of Terre Haute, shall sponsor 
the raising of a minimum amount of five hundred dollars 
($500.00). This amount shall become a part of the original 
Parsons-Sandison Living Memorial Fund. 

Be it resolved, that a suitable tablet with an appropriate in
scription and bearing the design of the emblems of truth 
and light, a book and a torch, shall be erected to commemorate 
the establishment of the Parsons-Sandison Living Memorial. 

The inscription on the tablet shall be as follows: 
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IN THt H!Ail!S OF MEN 



l 
r 

I 
i MEMORIALS 

PARSONS-SANDISON LIVING MEMORIAL 

This Memoria1 is established in memory of 
The benefactors of this institution: 

15 

The members of the faculty now deceased, who so nobly 
served the teachers of Indiana, and through these teachers, 
ministered to mankind ; 

and 

The members of the alumni departed from this life, who 
in their labors in behalf of the children of our state and 

r · nation, loyally sustained the high ideals here held aloft. 

To commemorate these benefactors a Memorial Scholar
! · ship Fund has been created by the alumni, faculty, students, 
: , and friends of the Indiana State Normal School for the aid 
1 i of worthy students who need financial assistance to help them 
1 to complete their course. 

This Living Memorial in loving tribute to the splendid 
1 achievements of our men and women, whose exalted service 

· 
1 has honored this college, will continue to grow so long as 

gratitude remains in the h~arts of men. 

Be it resolved, that the Parsons-Sandison Living Memorial 
Fund shall be controlled and invested by a board of directors 
composed of three members, at least two of whom shall be 
members ofthe Alumni of the Indiana State Normal School 
of Terre Haute, chosen by the president and the board_ of 
trustees of the Indiana State Normal School of Terre Haute. 
The board of directors shall organize with a president, sec
retary, and treasurer. The treasurer shall give such bond 
as the board of trustees and the president of the Normal 
School shall deem sufficient for the safeguarding of the Fund. 

1· Be· it resolved, that portions of the Fund shall be lent to 
1
' worthy students who need financial assistance to complete 
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16 THE BOOK AND THE TORCH 

their course. The student, so borrowing, shall not be required 
to pay either principal or interest during his years in college, 
but after he becomes employed, he shall pay in reasonable 
time, as decided by the board of directors, the principal and 
interest from the time of the loan at the rate of five percent 
(5%) interest not compounded. All applications for loans 
shall be on forms and shall be approved in every detail by 
the board of directors. The minimum and maximum amounts 

)I 
illm 

fror 

B 
of each of the loans shall be left to the discretion of the board , for~ 
of directors, who are requested to make, at all times, the 
Living Memorial Fund most serviceable to the students, and 
at the same time, to exert every effort properly to protect 
the perpetuity of the Fund. 

Be it resolved, that it be left to the discretion of the board 
of directors whether in any or in all cases the loans shall be 
strengthened by having the bor'rower take out life insurance 
payable in the event of his or her death to the Living Mem
orial Fund. The board of directors is also to decide in such 
instances whether or not the insurance premiums shall be 
paid by the student or from the Living Memorial F_und, and 
made chargeable to the borrower. 

Be it resolved, that the board of directors may be authorized 
to use certain amounts from the income on the Fund from 
time to time to have experts examine the chimes and report 
on their needs to keep the chimes in repair and in good 
condition. 

Be it resolved, that each year on Founders Day, a special 
speaker shall be provided, who shall set forth the educatiohal 
ideals of the day, and call particular attention to the great 
work of the men honored by the occasion, who helped· to 
make the realization of these ideals possible. An amount not 
to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) may be set aside annually for 
such speaker. 

Be it resolved, that the board of directors shall make 'an 
annual report to the president of the Indiana State Normal 
School of Terre Haute, to the board of trustees, and to 'the 
Alumni Association. Such report shall be printed and distrib
uted, and the records shall remain open at all times for in
spection. 

Be it resolved, that such tablets as are erected in connec
tion with this memorial shall not be neglected and allowed to 
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MEMORIALS 17 

become tarnished but shall be kept burnished bright and 
attractive at all times. For this purpose, if necessary; allow
ance may be made from this Memorial Fund. 

Be it resolved, that an appropriate light and reflect<(r shall 
be placed over. each of the tablets and that these lights shall 
illuminate the tablets at all times continuously night and day 
from the time they are erected. 

Be it resolved, that these resolutions be preserved in book 
form, which book, on the occasion of each ceremony, ~hall be 
used as a symbol of truth along with the torch, which symbol
izes the light. 

Be it resolved, that the president and board of trustees of 
the Indiana State Normal School at Terre Haute be requested 
to have printed in the school printery an attractive folder 
or leaflet setting forth the above statements, resolutions, in
scriptions, and speeches in the Book and Torch Ceremony, a 
copy of the inscription on the Parsons-Sandison Living Mem
orial Tablet, which shall be sent out each year to the alumni 
and friends of the school with the invitation to Founders Day 
and Alumni Day, and which shall be distributed to the 
audience on each of these days. 

Be it further resolved, that this action is taken to perpetuate 
the honored memory of our revered teachers and leaders, 
William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison; and: to estab
lish through these memorials and ceremonies a beautiful tra
dition which shall in all future time enrich the lives of the 
students who enter the portals of our beloved Alma Mater. 

Done by the Alumni Association of the Indiana State 
Normal School on this, the fifteenth day of January, 1927, A. D. 

V. R. MULLINS. '22 
Secretary. 

EDGAR WEBB, '99 
President. 

: I· 2-43083 
I,: 

I I' . I 
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· The Book and Torch Memorial Ceremony 
Founders Day 

It is the request of the loyal and devoted alumni of the 
Indiana State Normal School of Terre Haute, that a proper 
and fitting public ceremony in honor of former President 
William Wood Parsons and former Vice-President Howard 
Sandison, be held twice annually on two great occasions of 
the school, the first one to be Founders Day, (January 6). 
At that time the president of the Alumni Association shall 
publicly present to the president of the outgoing senior class 
a torch and a book. With the presentation of this torch and 
book, a tribute shall be read and< a history of the origin and 
development of the Living Memorial shall be given, explain
ing the meaning of the symbols, the torch and the book, and 
the sanctity of the trust to increase the Memorial Fund. The 
president of the senior class shall accept the symbols in the 
name of the class of which he is president. As an opening 
of the Book and Torch Ceremony on Founders Day, the chimes 
shall peal forth "America" and "Faith of Our Fathers". At 
the close of the playing of the chimes, the president of the 
Alumni Association and the president of the outgoing senior 
class shall step forward to the platform. The following ad
dresses shall be committed and delivered verbatim, publicly, 
with dignity and solemnity: 

Address by the President of the Alumni Association 
To the President of the Senior Class 

The alumni, faculty, students, and friends of this college, the 
Indiana State Normal School, are mindful on this Founders 
Day, of the great debt of gratitude which they owe to the 
true founders and builders of this institution. 
------years ago, the State of Indiana established 

this State Normal School that it might lend its service to the 
preparation of a better trained teaching force for the children 
of that day and of the future. The wise founders of this 
school realized that the ultimate safety of our great Republic 
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MEMORIALS 19 

depends upon the inteHectual, spiritual, and moral education 
of the youth of the land. 

This institution was, therefore, dedicated to the service of 
the teacher, who ministers to the educational welfare of the 
child. The doors of this school were first opened · 

1 years ago, January 6, 1870, and ever since that time, the 
college has given without stint, not only of information and 
learning, but of inspiration, ideals, and encouragement. 

Among the group of twenty-one students who enrolled on 
the opening day of the school, there were two young men 
who were destined to wield the greatest influence in estab
lishing the school and determining the philosophy of its teach
ing. You all know their names, William Wood Parsons and 
Howard Sandison, names that will always be dear to every 
alumnus of the Indiana State Normal School. They were 
serious and brilliant students, and a strong . faculty, under 
the wise leadership of the first President, William A. Jones, 
led these two young men to see the far-reaching possibilities 
in the scientific training of teachers. 

The lives of these two men were curiously intertwined. 
They graduated from this college together. Here they taught 
together and together they administered the affairs of this 
college. They worked for the best interests of this school 
for forty years. Ever working, ever planning, ever thinking 
deeply, they finally became leaders in their field. They were 
research students in the realms of philosophy. Their power 
as thinkers and teachers challenged the attention of the wisest 
men of their day. Men of national and international renown 
counselled with them. 

Dr. Parsons, as one of the most pbwerful teachers and 
leaders in America, and Dr. Sandison, as one of the nation's 
most penetrating thinkers and profoundest philosophers, com
mand not only our great admiration and respect but also our 
deep gratitude. . 

On this Founders Day, we are assembled to honor this col
lege and to pay tribute to these great men, who set a light on 
the mountain top which shall ever shine afar. 

There are others of note, now deceased, who were once 
I· connected with this great school, either as members of the 

faculty or as members of the alumni, who served mankind 
worthily and thus reflected credit upon this institution. With 

I I 
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deep and sincere gratitude, we pay homage this day to these j:A01 

noble men and women. 1 

In revered memory of Willian Wood Parsons and Howard 
Sandison and all members of the faculty and all alumni who 
have passed to the Great Beyond, a scholarship fund has been 
set aside by the alumni, faculty, students, and friends of this 
institution. It is known as the Parsons-Sandison Living Mem
orial Fund. 

Mr. President, the purpose of this fund is to assist capable 
and worthy students of this college who need financial as
sistance to complete their education. A beautiful tradition 
has been established by the alumni with which your class and 
all succeeding senior classes are to have an important and 
honored connection. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hands a book and a torch; 
the book symbolizes knowledge and truth gained here; the 
torch symbolizes the light of inspiration that comes to a stu
dent in these college halls. They are emblematic of a sacred 
trust, which I now impose upon you and the class of which 
you are the president. You, representing your fellow class
men, are requested: to keep the records of this book clear of 
default, to keep the torch burning brightly, and to return them 
to me, as a representative of the alumni, on Alumni Day, next 
Commencement. 

As an earnest of your determination not to mar this beauti
ful tradition, you are hereby instructed to return with the 
open book and the torch a minimum amount of five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), which shall be added to the Parsons-Saudi
son Living Memorial. 

This is done in hallowed memory of William Wood Parsons, 
Howard Sandison, and all other members of the faculty and 
all alumni, who before entering into the Great Adventure, 
gave their service to mankind and thus added lustre to their 
beloved Alma Mater. 

~. ' 
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rs! Address of the President of the Senior Class to the 
President of the Alumni Association 

1ra 

'flO 

~n (Class Standing.) 
1~ Mr. President of the Alumni Association: 

As President, I am authorized by the senior class of --
to accept the sacred charge which the alumni have entrusted 
to us. 

S· 
The book, symbolizing the truth, which has been passed on 

m 
ta by those who have gone before, shall be returned to you for 

the alumni with a line of added glory. 
a · The torch, symbolizing the light of inspiration received in 

these halls of learning, shall be guarded and kept inviolate, 
and at the appointed time, it shall be returned to you for the 
alumni with an added beam of lus.tre in its flame. 

The class here and now pledge to you and all alumni that 
they will sponsor the fulfillment of the material pledge which 
you have this day given to us. We will do this as a loving 

· : tribute to those who worlhily_ labored· in behalf of our Alma 
Mater in the days that are gone. 

Class remains standing and sings "A Toast to I. S. N.", 
accompanied by the chimes. 

Audience remains seated while the chimes play "How Firm 
a Foundation." · 

The program closes with "The Star Spangled Banner," 
"Blest Be the Tie That Binds", and "Memorial Song" on the 
chimes. 

ALUMNI DAY-COMMENCEMENT WEEK -

The second ceremony shall be on Alumni Day of Commence
ment Week. On this occasion the president of the senior 
class shall present to the president of the Alumni Associa
tion, the torch and open book, together with the money pledged 
by the class to increase the Memorial Fund. As an opening 



~~~~~~·rl~==~=--=---~--------------------r 
h1 il :I 

I., 22 THE BooK AND THE ToRcH I 
I i -
lr I 

.:1 I for the Book and Torch Ceremony on Alumni Day, the chimes 
shall peal forth "America" and "Onward Christian Soldiers". 1 li~ 
During the playing of the two songs, the president of -the I' I 
Alumni Association and the president of the outgoing senior an1 

class shall step forward to the platform. The following ad- Iii~ 
dresses shall be committed and delivered verbatim, with · t~1 
dignity and solemnity: of· 

Address of the President of the Senior Class to the 
President of the Alumni Association 

(Class Standing.) 

Mr. President of the Indiana ..State Normal Alumni Associa
tion: 

On Founders Day, January 6, this year, as representative 
of the Alumni Association, you entrusted to the class of-
the preservation of a beautiful tradition which honors the 
Founders and Builders of this great school. 

It was impressed upon us that the tradition must never be 
broken; that the men and women of this school who served 
mankind loyally and reflected glory upon the high cause to 
which the school is dedicated shall ever be honored. 

In recognition of the obligation we owe to those who have 
served nobly in the past, The Parsons-Sandison Living Mem
orial Fund has been established. In commemoration of this 
fund, a fitting tablet has been erected in the halls of this 
college. 

Mr. President of the Alumni Association, in recognition of 
our obligation to the great work of those who have gone 
before, the class of-- was given a sacred trust. Emblem-. 
atic of the noble service of the past, a lighted torch and an 
open book were placed in our care. · 

The book symbolizes truth which was imparted here and 
which has been carried by the Alumni to the uttermost 
corners of the State of Indiana and to the farthermost parts 
of our nation. 

The torch symbolizes the inspiration which accompanied 
the teachings here and which inspires the Alumni to "carry on" 
after leaving this college. · 
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I, as president of the class of --, now return to you the 
lighted torch and the open book. . 

In recognition of our obligations to the past benefactors 
and to those who are to come in the future, a new beani of 
light has been added to the torch flame, and a new line has 
been written in the book of honor, in the material fulfillment 
of the class's pledge, which I now present to you, in the form 
of a check for $ , which is to be added to the Parsons
Sandison Living Memorial Fund. 

The class has fulfilled this obligation and kept its pledge as 
a loving tribute to the memory of our noble dead, those· men 
and women who gave their lives to the uplift of mankind 
through the scientific training of children. 

Address of the President of the Alumni Association 
to the President of the Outgoing Senior Class 

Mr. President of the senior class of --: 
With full appreciation and gratitude do I receive from you 

the lighted torch with an added beam and the open book 
recording this class in its roll of honor. 

In the complete fulfillment of this worthy pledge, the class 
of -- pays tribute to our noble dead by lighting the path
way of the generations yet to come. 

At the close of the two addresses all shall stand and sing 
"Good Old I. S. N.", "Our Alma Mater," and the "Memorial 
Song," accompanied by the 'chimes. 

In concluding the program, the chimes will play "The Star 
Spangled Banner". 

During the interim between the occasions designated for 
the ceremonies, the torch and the book of instructions, symbol
izing light and truth, shall be placed in a proper setting, under 
lock and key, in the office of the president of the Indiana State 
Normal School · at Terre Haute. Furthermore, to insure 
against loss of the tradition of the Living Memorial Fund, 
an artistic copy of these statements. resolutions, and ritualistic 
ceremonies shall be printed and framed. This shall be de-

' ,o posited with the book and the torch containing these state
ments, resolutions, and inscriptions in the vault of the school. 

I. 
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A Great Pioneer 
Mary Moran, Class of 1890 

27 

Perspective is a prime essential for the correct visualiza
tion of any phenomenon in nature or human character. We 
are yet too close in time to visualize clearly and accurately 
either the essential character, or the 'enduring contribution 
to. teacher-training in these United States of America of the 
work of the third President of the Indiana State ·Normal 
School, William Wood Parsons. In addition, the writer has 
been too closely and continuously associated with him, as co
worker and friend, to flatter herself that she has either the 
insight, or the perspective necessary adequately or definitely 
to portray his character and his work. But since some one 
must prepare an appreciation for this momentous occasion, 
the writer diffidently and humbly accepts the impossible yet 
pleasant duty imposed by the Alumni of the institution of 
preparing a tribute to an admittedly great educator. This is 
intended for neither a panegyric nor a philippic, but a simple 
exposition of the relation that the third President of the In
diana State Normal School bears to the Normal School idea 
in the middle ,west and in the State of Indiana particularly. 

About the middle of the nineteenth century, when great 
new ideas in science, economics, sociology, and philosophy 
were conceived, education remained not barren. A short 
while before, the jdea of an educated electorate as the sine 
qua non.of an enduring democracy burst upon the nation, and 
the great public school system arose. To provide teachers 
for this vast enterprise seemed at first very simple and easy. 
Anyone who could read and write, and who was by nature or 
temperament unfitted to do battle in the agricultural, indus
trial, or professional world could find an easy berth and a 
livelihood teaching the nation's young. After a period of ex
perimentation the venture did not yield all that was expected 
of it, so it fell under criticism. Some one hit on the happy 
thought that it was not the principle which was invalid, but 
the failure was due to the lack of trained workmen for the 
job of education. Thus was born the Normal School idea: 
that teaching is a specialized art; that men and women ar!'l 
not teachers by virtue of being educated, nor are they born 
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so, except in rare instances; that they must be trained for 
the profession of teaching as for any other profession demand
ing special skill. 

These United States of America are becoming acutely con
scious of their obligations to the early pioneers who pushed 
the van of progress westward to the Pacific. This apprecia
tion by the nation was recently manifested by the depositing 
of a sealed film of the Covered Wagon in the Smithsonian In
stitute at Washington. This insures for all time to succeed
ing generations a vivid image of the stupendous task our 
pioneer ancestors achieved in blazing the trail for the ma
terial advantages we, their heirs, enjoy today. Their achieve
ment ought to be to us an incentive to attack, and to clear 
any wilderness which may obstruct our path in blazing new 
trails. in the material, intellectua), or moral line of march. 
The work of these early pioneers was concrete and spectacular, 
and lent itself readily to photographic reproduction. 

There are, however, other great pioneer movements in the 
intellectual world equally trail-blazing .and even more stupen
dous and far-reaching in their results which evade the c~era 
and defy the producer. These must perforce find their im
mortality charactered in the memory, and pictured on the 
screen of the imagination of the generations who are their 
beneficiaries. 

During more than fifty years, almost the life-time of two 
generations, two distinguished pioneers of the Normal School 
idea, President William Wood Parsons and Vice-President 
Howard Sandison, had the rare privilege of preparing the 
soil, of planting the seed bequeathed to them, and of exhibit
ing the ripened fruit to the heretics both within and without 
the fold. There is no greater need of courage and faith than 
was theirs in disseminating and nurturing a new idea in the 
field of education some fifty years. ago, a time when any one 
who could read, and even some who could not, held fixed 
opinions concerning the art of teaching, and in addition thereto 
absolute conviction of their infallibility. 

Though this Normal School idea had been in existence in 
a more or less nebular state for a number of years, it was 
through the clear thinking of the incisive mind of the third 
}?resident of the Indiana State Normal School that it was 
recovered from chaos, and assumed the brilliancy of the Star 
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of Bethlehem, guiding the teaching world, even as the Magi 
of old, to the Savior of the world. 

The opportunity to clarify and crystallize the Normal Sc;hool 
idea presented itself to President Parsons when asked to lead 
the discussion of a paper on the Condition of Psychology in 
Normal Schools, by President G. S. Albee of the State Normal 
School at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, delivered at a meeting of the 
N. E. A.in 1887, and found in the Profeedings of theN. E. A., 
1887, p. 495f. In this discussion he says: 

"Brit professional training seeks further to view every 
subject of instruction in its immediate relation to mind. It 
regards each as an outgrowth and product of the mind; and 
therefore in the process of mastering the subject, the pupil 
is at every step conscious of the process by which he seizes 
it. He does not simply acquire the subject under its logical 
or organic connections, but the very process of mind by which 
he translates this foreign world into the forms of his own 
conscious understanding are made subjects of reflection; and 
this because he in turn is to supply those conditions under 
which less mature minds shall most easily and effectively be 
led to acquire these subjects. It is held that this is some
what different from academic work, and that it is a vital 
element in the teacher's training." 

Again in 1890 in a paper read at the N. E. A., found in 
Proceedings of N. E. A., 1890, p. 718f, he reiterates: 

"But the norrpal school student is not only to think the 
facts and generalizations in their inherent relations and inter
relations, he is at the same time to think his thinking of 
these. He not only performs the mental activities necessary 
to seize the subject-matter, but the very processes by which 
he does this are the. objects of most attentive consideration. 
* * * To the. act of knowing is added an act of intro
spection, and it is seen that there are necessary conditions of 
the act, and that only when these are supplied does the act 
mature into its proper product." 

''Scholarship is the fundamental qualification of the teacher. 
At the present stage of the world's educational development, 
it· cannot be too often and too strongly said that no mere 
excellence of method; n.o technical or professional training for 
the schoolroom can in itself be offered as a substitute for large 
and accurate scholarship." 
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' 

At this day to us the Normal School idea seems almost 
axiomatic. Since special preparation as a prerequisite for 
other specialized professions or trades was an almost uni
versally admitted condition, it seems incredible that colleges, 
and educated men and women generally, should deny its 
validity and look with contempt upon its apostles. But such 
is the fact. This new idea finally filtered into educational 
thought in Indiana about 1858, and was proposed for legis
lative consideration at that time. The only tangible result 
was the appointment by the legislative body of a committee 
of its body to consider the desirability and the practicability 
of such a measure. It slumbered during the Civil War, and 
not until 1865 was the idea incorporated into the law which 
established the Indiana State Normal School for the training 
of the common school teachers of .the State of Indiana. This 
is one of the few legislative enactments that was in advance 
of public opinion, or public demand, so, consequently had to 
hew its way into minds sealed to its importance and worth. 

Nor was this intellectual opposition all these fighters, Par
sons and Sandison, had to contend against. There was dire 
need of funds with which to "carry on", and of scarcity of 
laborers of the faith to work in the vineyard:· At that time 
few educators even granted teaching a profession, nor would 
they concede for a moment the necessity of a different handling 
of subject-matter in the preparation of prospective teachers 
from that for the liberal education of the layman. Thus many 
found their way into the profession who had little or no faith 
in its fundamental idea. Added to these handicaps were the 
contempt and ridicule of the Normal School idea by the col
legiate world, ever conservative and autocratic; and the too 
general attitude of superiority or arrogance exhibited by the 
professional and business worlds towards that inferior public 
servant, the pedagogue. 

As· President of the Indiana State Normal School, Mr. 
Parsons' genius developed along lines denied his confrere, Mr. 
Sandison. To him fell the missionary work of making con
verts to the faith; of extracting from an indifferent or even 
antagonistic legislative body the necessary funds to carry on 
the work; of administering the limited finances of the school 
and of unifying a not wholly .sympathetic faculty. 

These tasks developed or emphasized certain outstanding 
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characteristics of the man, prominent among them his fight
ing power. He rejoiced in an intellectual battle, conscious of 
his power to win. In his early manhood he had studied law, 
this providing his acute mind with a polemical weapon he 
wielded to good purpose, when called upon to match his wits 
with the keenest minds, and his words with the smoothest 
tongues in the State of. Indiana. Never did he enter the 
biennial fray unprepared, nor once in was he caught mentally 
napping. Two gifts essential to the successful politician he 
possessed in an unusual degree: First, an ability to' judge 
men together with a mind trained to remember and to recall 
names, faces, or any concomitant circumstance connected with 
these which in the future might prove a convincing bit of evi
dence or a formidable argument; second, undaunted will, 
which enabled him to rise after a hard knock-out blow to 
renew the battle afresh, his head "bloody but unbowed." 

He wielded another forceful weapon in his clear-cut, in
cisive, yet graceful English. In oratory he appreciated the 
power of iteration. He knew that "the familiar is the beautiful 
and the true." Mere commonplaces he uttered as though 
oracular; he could on occasion recite the multiplication tables 
as if they were the Ten Commandments. He fully realized, 
that with the great majority, it was not so much what you 
said, but how you said it, that sent it home. This is not to 
say that his addresses were shallow, without thought; on the 
contrary, they were full of worth-while reflection upon any 
subject of which M.spoke; but it is to emphasize the fact that 
he estimated highly the power of good English and the grace 
of style. To these assets were added a distinguished presence, 
a dignified and impressive carriage, and a good taste and im
maculateness in all the appurtenances of dress. All these 
made him a commanding figure on every stage, and a formi
dable force to reckon with in every verbal battle, of which he 
fought scores. 

In great crises he rose to. Herculean stature. Two such 
menaced the institution that was not merely his bread and 
butter but his whole life. The first was the disastrous fire 
in 1888, which destroyed the whole physical plant. The stu
dent body were leaving by hundreds. Once scattered, the 
continued existence of the I. S. N. S. was, to put it mildly, 
problematical. The clear foresight and prompt action of Pres-
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ident Parsons in conjunction with the aid of Vice-President 
Sandison saved the day. Each went to a different railroad 
station, and by their firm and confident statements to the 
fleeing students, that work would proceed on the morrow as 
usual, restored confidence and induced all but a very few to 
return to their work. To make good their promises, these 
stalwart two worked all night, and with the generous co-opera
tion of the business men, the churches, and the school city of 
Terre Haute, the I. S. N. S . .the next morning, like the phoenix 
of old, arose from her ashes young, beautiful, and valiant. 

The second crisis was inaugurated by an undisciplined 
genius within the Faculty who, for his own personal aggran
dizement, instigated ·and led a revolt of the student body 
against legally constituted authority. This crisis was met in a 
masterly manner. . The revoltil).g seniors were denied their 
diplomas by the Board of Trustees; the disaffected member 
pf the Faculty dismissed; the alumni arrayed on the side of 
the institution. Thus the reign of legally constituted authority 
was restored in the Indiana State Normal School never more 
to be deposed. . 

Passing through the halls President Parsons' involuntary 
activity was the turning off of electri,city not in use, or the 
gathering up from the floors of scattered pieces of paper that 
offended his sense of order and cleanliness. He wasted ,ho 
thought on these activities, they had become unconsci<ms 
habit. While performing them he was moving in thoughtful 
pose, head slightly inclined and bent forward, body erect in 
measured tread, cogitating on weighty problems of philosophy, 
or of educational policy. 

He was equally conscientious in observing not only the spirit 
but the letter of the law. The writer cannot recall in her whole 
circle of rather distinguished acquaintances anyone who held 
the law in such respect. It mattered not as to its justice 
or wisdom, the law remained in force and obtained the un
qualified obedience of William Wood Parsons until its repeal. 
Statements made in the catalogue with respect to conditions 
for admission, or graduation were operative for all who 
entered· the school during their existence, and no later con
ditions were ever permitted an ex post facto operation. 

He was a remarkably efficient financial executive. A 
systematic and orderly mind, a scrupulous honesty to the 
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minutest detail, a keen appreciation of the value of money 
enabled him to stretch the limited resources of the school to 
their fullest extent in providing for the school's essential 
needs. This strong economical sense and husbandry of ·re
sources were the more remarkable, since he knew little from 
personal experience of the enforced economies practiced by 
those in straitened circumstances; and were almost miraculous 
in a public servant administering public funds. 

His executive duties covered a wide field: he was executive 
officer of the Board of Trustees, President of the Faculty, 
financial disburser, curriculum maker, superintendent of 
buildings and grounds. The whole responsibility for the 
physical plant and for the educational policy of the school 
devolved upon him. He took his responsibility seriously, and 
administered· it with meticulous conscientiousness. Many a 
time befoi·e the I. S. N. S. could bear the expense of a night 
watchman, when the city fire-bells rang, and sometimes when 
they did not, President Parsons would arise, dress, hurry to 
the building to see with his own eyes that all was safe. In 
the beginning of his presidency, he lived many squares from 
the building in a quiet neighborhood conducive to thought and 
study, which were his main activities. He felt that he was 
too far from the school to give it the watchful care it de
manded, so chose a new home a square from the building in 
the heart of the city's bustle and noise, thus sacrificing his 
dearest pleasure for the school's safety. No personal sacri
fice was considered too great for the cause to which he had 
dedicated his life. 

In the biennial financial report to the Governor, President 
Parsons was detailed and accurate. Long before the law 
demanded vouchers for money disbursed or state accountants 
inspected the books, these safeguards were employed by him. 
His financial house was ever in order for an accounting, and 
when his own unexpected accounting came, his executors 
found his private affairs in the same admirable order. . 

In administering the instructional activity of the school, 
he exercised a wise and broad-minded policy. He was given 
a free hand by the Board of Trustees in the selection of his 
Faculty. It was one of his mild boasts that every member 
of the Faculty owed his position to the President's nomina
tion, and that in his long administrative career, he regretted 
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his choices but a very few times. These members he selected 
with unerring judgment of men, and an almost uncanny per
ception of their fitness for Normal School work, or maybe 
an absolute faith in his own power so to mould them. Once 
selected, the members of the Faculty enjoyed academic free
dom to the full. He reposed absolute confidence and trust 
in their sincerity, honesty, and efficiency. Their comings and 
goings, their methods, the subject-matter of instruction, at
tendance at Faculty or other professional meetings were un-

. supervised and unforced. If any were found derelict in his 
duties, or wanting in moral, ethical, or professional standards, 
not in accord with the business of training teachers for the 
public schools, he was dismissed. Assistant teachers in any 
department, except in rare instances, were either selected 
by the head of the department .or submitted to him by the 
President for his approval. In this way the best co-operation 
was obtained. In order that a head of a department might 

·rid himself of an undesirable or fractious assistant, a com-
, plaint filed with the President was accepted as final. Of 
course, such a policy was liable to misuse, but the co-opera
tion thus obtained was thought to overbalance the· loss of 
even an efficient teacher by an unjust or prejudiced complaint 
by the head. 

In all matters affecting the conduct of the instructional 
phase of his work, President Parsons availed himself of the 
experience and good judgment of his Faculty in frequent dis
cussions of policies in the faculty meetings. These open 
discussions were decidedly democratic; each felt free to ex
press his real thought, confident of an attentive auditor and 
of courteous consideration, even though his point of view 
differed from the President's .. Much of the routine and dis
cipline of the school was delegated to committees, who worked 
untrammeled, and whose findings were submitted for the con
sideration and vote of the entire Faculty. 

President Parsons' philosophy of education was deeply 
tinctured by the ancient as well as the modern philosophers. 
Aristotle and Plato were his favorite reading among the 
ancients; while among the moderns Kant, Locke, Spencer, and 
Hegel, particularly, dominated his educational theories. His 
mind was naturally of a philosophic cast, and was never more · 
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at home than in the pursuit of fundamental truth, or seeking 
to apprehend the First Cause. 

After he had retired from active life, his great joy was tp.e 
opportunity denied him so long of reading and thinking alo~g 
these lines. On his desk he kept a reading list from 'which 
these few titles will best exemplify the nature of his interests 
and the bent of his mind:. 

Keyserling: Travel Diary of a Philosopher. 
Haldane: The Reign of Relativity. 
Bergson: Creative Evolution. 
Kohler: Mentality of Apes. 
Wiggam: The New Decalogue of Science. 

The volume whose reading was interrupted by the blare 
of the last trumpet was, The Idea of God, by Andrew Seth 
Pringle-Pattison. ' 

The objective world of man's acts and achievements, the 
physical universe, was of profound interest to him, but only 
as the revelations of the presence of the mind of either man 
or God. His own temperament and all his study convinced 
him of the absolute existence of mind as disassociated from 
any physico-chemical reaction in the brain or nervous system, 
or any glandular equipment. His theory of mind was a 
superior, pervasive man-at-the-switch entity, that by will or 
attention could respond, ignore, or compel such activity on 
the part of its instrument, the brain and nervous system, as 
it deemed advisable or desirable. His psychology was in
trospective, to watch how this organism, the mind, responded 
to stimuli and thus to discover the laws of its activity. 

To him mind was an organism that manifested itself in 
distinctive faculties of intellect, feeling, will, with their 
various ramifications. This he conceived as susceptible of 
training by exercising it within certain fields .. of knowledge 
as a sort of gymnasium whereby it would gain strength and 
power to act in any field. One of his favorite expressi.ons 
was "the power of the trained mind". By that he did not 
mean an ability achieved by training in a specific line for a 
specific skill, but that the strength gained through specific 
training could be applied successfully in any field of human 
endeavor or knowledge; in other· words he believed in the 
"transfer of practice" as the fundamental distinction between 
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,.--

a trained man and a trained dog. Though his teaching career :,! 

ended before tests were devised for measurement of in- , :c 
telligence, he conducted his work in accord with the assump- ~~::, 
tion of differences in capacity. But at the same time he . ! 
insisted on the force of two other factors that make up for, •l: 
or counterbalance such limitations, namely, the power of will, !ir 
and of persistent application. ·~ Pr< 

Though no skeptic with regard to the influence of heredity, ~:r 
yet he asserted the dominance and freedom of the will; the • oil 
corrective and moulding power of education and environment · i! 1 
in determining the finished product. With such philosophy Hr.: 

it is small wonder that he advocated so strongly teacher- : tU 
training. He believed, that given an initial modicum of capac- '!"'] 

ity, teachers could be made. He exalted the work of teaching I ~~;: 

until it became in his mind a ~a-creative power with God. : ~' 
These ideas so reacted upon his own personality that he .• !sl 

dominated to a very great degree all with whom he came in : h 
contact. This sometimes left the impression that he possessed . rJi 
the autocratic mind, one that dominates arbitrarily, capri- · ta1, 
ciously, but that imputation can be refuted by the fact that ,, . 

.... ! 

anyone could contradict or confute him with impunity, if he ' 
lrtj 

could show reason and evidence on his side. Like Tommy in : ·~~l 
Barrie's Sentimental Tomm,y, he was a "magerful" man. He .· Ti 

was born with a positive temperament, and his life work : lrJ, 
called out its constant exercise. No man can successfully ·. ~,~, 
"hide his light under a bushel" for long, particularly in public ; tct 
life. As Emerson says, "Every time a man opens his mouth 1 ~ 

; PrrJ/ 
he judges himself", so President Parsons' positive tempera-

l!~. ment was manifest in every act. This aroused envy in the 
inferior; hate in the hurt; admiration in the casual observer; l1it 
praise in loyal friends. '·! 

tl~t Though not ostentatiously religious, President Parsons' 
conduct was conditional upon the highest ethical principles, t;!; 
and absolute faith in "the return of the deed to the doer" 1

<2(; 

by the inevitable law of a universe governed by reason and l:1r 
justice. The idea of the dominance of the universal over the : tni 
indhrjdual, and the submission of one's capricious will to the ' l:t:; 
rational will, modified all his conduct and permeated all his I t<;r 

teaching. When an individual would claim exemption from ; 1'~; 
law or rules that governed the group of which he was a unit, ! lrti 
or petition to be made a special case, his invariable answer i Pri 

l !:1 



..._ ' 

f~r, 

er· 

h! . 

MEMORIALS 37 

was: "Make it universal and what foliows? On what ra
tional ground do you claim immunity from law, the common 
lot, the good of the whole?" _ · 

As the Normal School idea grew large and important in 
the state, this pioneer of the idea grew large in the popular 
mind. At the celebration of his twenty-fifth anniversary as 
President of the I. S. N. S. in 1910, he was the recipient of 
commendations and congratulations suffiCient to turn the head 
of a less balanced man. Yet all the honor he took to himself 
is expressed in his response in acceptance of a portrait of 
himself presented by the Alumni on this occasion. "I hope 
that I may, in some degree at least, have the consciousness 
.and knowledge that I have wrought with whatever energy I 
possess for the good and the lasting glory of the institution 
we all love so dearly. I shall not be able to say so confidently 
as the apostle of old, 'I have fought a good fight, I have 

in . finished my course, I have kept the faith,' but I hope that you 
ro ' will permit me to say that I shall be able to declare that I 
ri· · have· fought an earnest fight, I have spared no reasonable 
at ; sacrifice and effort to advance the general cause of sound 
ne I preparation for the schoolroom, and I must leave it to you 
in and to the world at large how well the work has been done." 
le · The world has taken note of his contribution to teacher
rl ' training as is evidenced by the thesis of Edgar Dunnington 
lr Randolph, Professor of Education in the University of Wash
lie · ington at Seattle, prepared in 1924 for his doctorate on The 
!h Professional Treatm.ent of Subfect-Matter. In a .letter to 
a· Mrs. Martina C. Parsons in November, 1926, Mr. Randolph 

writes: 
r;. "I had no notion that my researches would practically 

culminate in the re-discovery of your brilliant husband's rare 
insight into the problem of the professional education of 
teachers. Nor had Mr. Bagley, who, I think, had thought that 

I' · he and Mr. Learned of The Cwrnegie Foundations were proba
ta , bly the first to formulate the idea. I well remember the cliar

acteristic generous warmth with which Mr. Bagley in his 
major course bowed your husband into his proper place of 

= leadership after reading the chapter in which your husband's 
~ ': work contributed most that was important." 
t, 1 ~ President Parsons was conservative in temperament. A 
~ . : long experience in piloting the frail canoe of the Normal 
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:t 



I 
.! I 

\ .,,.: 

:II 

I : 
'• I 

! ! 

! 

THE BOOK AND THE TORCH r 
--~--------~------------------------------------- ~ 

School idea through the rapids of public opinion and among 
the rocks of legislative action had taught him caution and a 
strict adherence to a sane and safe course. Yet his mind was 
not solidified but sufficiently fluid to modify his thought and 
action in response to the demand of the tax-paying public or 
new light on educational theories. This theory of education 
he held most tenaciously throughout his long career, that the 
mind and the mind only is the subject of education. Con
sequently he seriously questioned whether it was the function 
of the school to train for particular skills, or the duty of the 
state to assume the financial burden of the same. All lines of 
work that were aimed at the acquirement of special skills, such 
as vocational and physical education, or competitive sports 
were grudgingly admitted to the curriculum of the I. S. N. S. 
and jealously eyed as consuming time and money that could 
more profitably be employed in turning out thinking citizens 
rather than skilful craftsmen, or famous sportsmen. Yet 
under his administration both lines of work were added to the 
preparation of teachers for the public schools, and the most 
beautiful and splendidly equipped building on the.· campus 
owes its existence to this broad-mindedness that could rid 
itself of personal convictions and submit itself to the will 
of a self-determining democracy in regulating its own affairs. 

In all his addresses President Parsons gave due honor and 
credit to the contribution of the Normal School idea and to 
the influence the first president of the I. S. N. S., W. A. Jones, 
exerted on his plastic mind when as a boy he entered the 
school as a student in its first class. To him he gave the glory 
of the inception and germination of the Normal School idea 
in Indiana, which to receive and bring to a full fruition was 
the work of his own life. He never laid claim to originating 
the Normal School idea, nor even to the full measure of his 
own great work in promulgating and perfecting it, but always 
paid tribute to the man who bequeathed him the seed. 

Much water passes the mill in fifty years. These two 
pioneers of the Normal School idea lived to see the same 
colleges that had flouted it, repudiate their early faith, and 
become not only converts to the principle, but contestants 
for student-teachers in the arena heretofore sacred to the 
I. S. N. S., because nearly all education had become specialized 
and a liberal education was in its death-throes; to see Gov-
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ernors of States, Mayors of Cities, Presidents of Charnbers 
of Comme1·ce vie with each other in laudatory speeches of 

'a11[ welcome and appreciation when the once-despised pedagomes 
nul; honored their little burgs by holding educational meetings 
01 [1 therein; to see legislatures make appropriations of what in 
on(l earlier days would seem fabulous sums to be used in teacher-
21 1 training activities. Such beneficent conditions as exist today 
n· i are the spiritual children of the travail of William Wood 
m : Parsons and Howard Sandison, the hardy pioneers of the 

I 

1e 1 Normal School idea in Indiana. · 
If I 

n 
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Each of these men performed a different function in the 
dissemination and fruition of this idea; each according to the 
demands of his special field of activity; each neither greater 
nor less that the other but essentially different. To President 
Parsons fell the work ofDefender of the Faith; to Vice-Presi
dent Sandison the creation and exhibition of the finished 
product, the trained teacher. 

And so the man passes but the idea lives, and he would 
have it so. May we his educational legatees be worthy of 
bearing the torch he threw us and not disturb his eternal 
rest, for: 

Should we break faith with him who's dead 
He would not sleep, though grass be lush above his head 

In Highland Lawn. 

Howard Sandison 
John B. Wisely, Class of 1885 

And who knoweth whether thou art come to the Kingdom 
for such a time as this? Book of Esther, IV., 14. 

It must have been an interesting occasion, that first com
mencement of the Indiana State Normal School, in 1872. 
There were nine members in that first class, and among them 
was Howard Sandison, a young man then twenty-two years 
of age. There was no distinguished speaker to address the 
graduating class on that occasion. Each member of the class 
was required, as a part of the work of the senior year, to 
prepare a graduating thesis on some topic pertaining to his 
life work, and at the commencement exercises, he was required 
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to present it. Unfortunately, the thesis presented by Mr. 
Sandison has not been preserved. . It would be interesting 
reading. 

Young Sandison had received his early training in the 
public schools of Park County, and when the Indiana State 
Normal School opened its doors on January 6, 1870, he left 
his trade as a tinner, and entered the school. He had made 
up his mind to give his life to teaching, and his course of 
study in this school, meager as it was, was the best prepara
tion available for his life work. Later on in life, Mr. Sandi
son continued his schooling. He had a year of graduate work 
in his Alma Mater, in 1875. Later he did some work in the 
Cook County Normal School, under Colonel Francis Parker; 
in Clark University, under G. Stanley Hall; and in Indiana 
University, froin which he received the degree of Master of 
Arts in 1888. 

He had a rich and varied experience as a teacher. For a 
time he taught in a country school; then for a year in Indian
apolis, where he was a ward principal and teacher. of an 
eighth grade. He was for six years in the schools of Terre 
Haute, first as assistant superintendent, and then as teacher 
of Latin and principal of the high school. In 1881 he was 
called to the head of the department of Psychology, Methods 
and Practice in the Indiana State Normal School. Here he 
may be said to have begun his real life work. He was· a 
member of the faculty of this school until failing health re
quired him to withdraw in 1917, and on July 1, 1919, he died. 
During his connection with the school, it constantly changed 
and expanded. Having become unwieldy, his department was 
divided, Mr. Sandison retaining the Psychology. He was 
honored by various educational· organizations, and was presi
dent of the Indiana State Teachers Association in 1895. 
From 1887 until the time of his retirement, he was vice
president of the Normal School. This is a record of achieve
ment of which any man might be proud and his experience 
as a teacher, together with his training, prepared him amply 
to attack the great educational problem which he helped so 
well to solve. 

Mr. Sandison, like many other useful men, was fortunate 
in the time of his birth. Like Queen Esther of old, he came 
to the Kingdom at a time when the educational world needed 
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~·t him. There was no great demand for professionally trained 
"lt teachers when the Indiana State Normal School opened its 

doors. When the legislature offered to found it in the ci-ty 
of the state offering the greatest inducement in money or 
building, Terre Haute was the only city to offer any induce

rr, ment of any kind to secure the location of the school. This 
ll, city offered a tract of hind considered worth about $25,000 
11: and $50,000 in cash. There was no enthusiasm at this time 
l·, over teacher-training institutions. Fewer than a dozen such 
i .. , schools had been founded in the United States. 

) ,, 
ll,, 

!q 

Even when Mr. Sandison entered the faculty of the Normal 
<, · School in 1881, most people thought that teachers were born 

· and not made. At least the thought, that anyone who knew 
!. 1 a subject could teach it, was current. There was very little 

popular sympathy with and approval of professional training 
for teachers. This idea upon which the Normal School was 
founded was often flouted and scouted in many parts of the 
state, and it was sometimes scoffed at and ridiculed in public 
assemblies of teachers. Now in less than half a century, what 

' 1 a change ! The idea of professional training for teachers has 
gradually made its way and has taken fast hold of the educa
tional thought Of the state and nation. We now see teacher-

' training schools everywhere, and in almost every college and 
university, a school or a department of education. The idea 
of pedagogical training for work in the school room has been 
enacted into law in this and in many other states, so that it 
is now impossible for any person to teach in the public schools 
without at least a minimum of professional preparation. The 
latest development along this line is the effort of the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools to make 
professional training compulsory for professors in colleges 
and universities. The association has not yet succeeded in 
this, but it will come in time. 

What we owe to Professor Sandison along this lin~ of 
, progress can never be fully known, but in this great for

ward movement in education, he was a mighty force. He 
;. was, .from the first, completely committed to it, and to this I' cause, he gave as full a measure of devotion as that which 

characterizes the patriot and the hero. It was his life's work, ,. 
1. his great contribution to education. He worked through the 
I thousands of students who sat under his instruction in his 
i 
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class room, whose practice teaching he· supervised, and whom 
he followed out into their own schools with his advice and 
guidance. He preached the doctrine through many educa
tional journals in this and in other states. He went up and 
down this state, into almost every nook and corner of it, 
lecturing and teaching in associations, conventions, and 
teachers' institutes. He worked with county superintendents 
in their meetings and often with individuals, helping therri to 
organize their work, showing them how to help their teachers 
by giving them constructive criticism, suggestions with regard 
to planning lessons, and organizing subjects. He published 
three books, which were widely read and used in many study 
classes and teacher-training schools. "The Theory of the 
School" was published in 1877; "The Problem of Method", 
in 1909; and "Notes on Psychology" at an earlier date. These 
books, all proclaiming the doctrine of professional education 
for teachers, and demonstrating it and justifying it as well, 
were a great force in the forward movement. 

But Mr. Sandison was not only fortunate in the time of 
his birth, he was also fortunate in his teachers, his colleagues, 
his associates and friends. He got the right kind of start and 
training under William A. Jones, the first president of the 
Indiana State Normal School, and the men and women as
sociated with him. In the first place, President Jones had a 
sound theory of education. To him education meant not 
primarily and for its own sake a knowledge of history, mathe
matics, science, etc. Education was a vital element in life, 
and a true theory of education must rest upon a rational, con
sistent philosophy of life. In the words of President Wm. 
W. Parsons, a member of Mr. Sandison's class, his co-laborer 
and life-long friend: 

"To President William A. Jones and his associates, educa
tion stood for the inculcation of correct life ideals and princi
ples, for spiritual vision and stimulation, and for the forma
tion of correct habits of thought, feeling, volition, and action. 
They believed that public school teachers should, above all, 
be men and women having correct views of life and education 
and themselves possessed of worthy ethical character. To 
this end they adopted a sound philosophy of life and educa
tion, which they made the basis and foundation of the school's 
first work. 
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'tn uon the side of educational preparation for teaching, they 
!~ laid down the principle that a thorough, systematic knowledge 
a· of subjects, that is, an adequate scholarship, is essential. 
:,J · They also believed that the nature, capacities, and m.odes of 
I, , activity of the being to be educated and trained in the schools 
~ were worthy of the most painstaking, thorough study. They 

held that any true method of teaching or of school manage
ment must spring out of the adaptation of the field of subject
matter to the inherent needs and wants of the individual to be 
educated. To the:;;e they added as a necessary preparation 
for teaching a period of experimental practice work under 

1 intelligent direction. On these ideas of life and education, this 
school was founded, and on these, it has done its work from 

. that hour to this." 
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In this school and under these men and women, Howard 
Sandison had his training. He always spoke of these great 
teachers in the highest words of praise. He revered espe
cially President Jones, who was a profound scholar and stu
dent, a classicist, who knew his Greek and Latin, an analytic 
thinker, whose watchword was thorough. But another in
fluence which came into his life soon after he became a 
member of the Normal School faculty was the school of 
speculative philosophy, which had its center at St. Louis. The 
leading spirit in this school or club was Dr. William T. Harris, 
who was then superintendent of the St. Louis public schools, 
and for a long time afterwards commissioner of Education 

·of the United States. Dr. Harris was recognized everywhere, 
not only in this country but abroad also, as one of the most 
profound philosophers which this country has produced. ~He 
studied philosophy from the point of view of public educa-
tion or in the light of its application to education. He 
gathered around him there many kindred spirits, interested 
in the same field of endeavor. They wrote papers and met 
periodically to read and discuss them. This led Dr. Harris 
finally to begin the publication of the ... Journal of Speculative 
Philosophy" for which these men and a few women wrote. 
This journal was published for some fifteen years, until Dr. 
Harris left St. Louis to become commissioner of Education. 
Dr. Harris, Louis Soldan, C. C. Everett of Harvard, Bronson 
Alcott, Susan Blow, John Dewey, William James, Joseph 
J astro, Denton J. Snider, and many other great thinkers and 
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writers were contributors. One of the most valuable books, if 
not the most valuable, in the State Normal Library is a set 
of the bound volumes· of the "Journal of Speculative 
Philosophy." 

Dr. Harris knew William A. Jones, admired him and 
esteemed him highly, believed in the school which he had 

· founded at Terre Haute, and through this friendship, Presi
dent Parsons and Howard Sandison were admitted to this 
coterie of philosophers and often attended their meetings. 
Dr. Harris came over to the Normal School time and time 
again to lecture, sometimes to the student body and faculty, 
sometimes just to the faculty. Any student who was in school 
between 1880 and 1890 must have heard Dr. Harris lecture 
several times; and apy student who ever heard him lecture 
on the "Place of the Common Brilnches in Education" or the 
"Windows of the Soul" must surely remember those lectures. 
Dr. Harris and Mr. Sandison were much alike in their qualities 
of mind and the closest friendship was formed between them. 
It was this great scholar, philosopher, lecturer, and teacher, 
who once paid Mr. Sandison the compliment of saying that 
he would rather talk before any other man in the country 
than to talk or lecture before Howard Sandison. Having 
been a member of the Board of Trustees of Indiana University 
for many years before his death, Mr. Sandison was a great 
admirer of its president; Dr. William Lowe Bryan. Dr. 
Bryan must have seen in his friend something of that which 
Dr. Harris admired in him, for he once said that Howard 
Sandison was as great a thinker as John Dewey and that he 
never visited with him ten minutes without learning some
thing. 

In all these associations Mr. Sandison was exceedingly 
fortunate, but this outline of the influences which helped to 
make the man what he was would not be complete without 
mention, at least, of his long association with W. W. Parsons, 
so long time president of the Normal School. They were 
like brothers. They were inseparable. They entered the 
Normal School in the first class; they graduated in the first 
class. For thirty-six years they were colleagues in the 
Normal School faculty, and during thirty of these years, Mr. 
Sandison was vice-president of the institution while Mr. Par
sons was its president. Sometimes likely they had differences, 
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but if they did, they were always ironed out amicably between 
them and no one else knew anything about it. This friend
ship was unbroken until the time of Mr. Sandison's death. 
Talk about David and Jonathan or Damon and Pythias, liere 
was a lifetime friendship. Each counseled the other; each 
was always in the confidence of the other. They made an 
excellent team in whatever they undertook. Yet how different 
they were! Mr. Sandison was preeminently the teacher; Mr. 
Parsons fundamentally the executive; yet Mr. Sandison was a 
much better teacher for having known Mr. Parsons; and 
Mr. Parsons was a much more successful executive for his 
friendship with Mr. Sandison. Each was the complement of 
the other. 

Mr. Sandison was primarily a student and a teacher. He 
loved the search for truth and he was willing to take infinite 
pains and endure any amount of hard work and drudgery 
necessary to acquire it. He had no false pride or intellectual 
narrowness. He .would often spend hours in observing the 
work of one of his colleagues in the faculty, often following 
his recitations and lectures through a whole term, to obtain 
a grasp on a subject which he thought would be of use to him 
in his own line of work. He was always full of appreciation 
for such assistance, though his colleague might find in the 
end that he had received more help than he gave. He was 
trying all the time to work out not the mere externals of 
professional training for the teacher, appliances, devices, 
means, but he· strove to discover principles, the philosophic 
basis upon which all vital teaching depends. He insisted upon 
a thorough mastery of the subject, of the thing to be taught, 
a knowledge of the learning mind, especially the nature and 
natural working or operation of the child's mind, and he 
thought that from these two, a sound method of instruction 
could be derived. 

No one could see through shams, fads, shoddy, slipshod, 
surface work more quickly than he. His keen analytic :mind 
soon disclosed all the weaknesses in a plan, a device, a stu
dent's recitation, or an argument. He was a master at 
questioning and a very few adroit, leading questions would 
often show a student or an opponent that he had no ground 
on which to stand. He did it so gracefully and modestly that 
one always felt like thanking him for his effort. He could 
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listen with the utmost patience to things which he did not 
believe, which he knew to be worthless, without indicating 
by expression of feature or movement that he disapproved. 
One day an outsider made a long speech in chapel in which 
there was much chaff and very little wheat. He gave him 
the closest and most respectful attention all the time. After
wards one of his fellow teachers asked him how he could sit 
and listen so attentively to a speech which he knew had noth
ing in it. He answered that he tried to train his mind to 
attend or listen to the thing in hand whether he appreciated 
it or not. 

In the early days of his career in the Normal School, stu
dents as a rule, thought him severe. Most of them were at 
first afraid of him. This was due to the extreme earnestness 
and seriousness of the man and the fact that one could not 
read on his face what was going on in his mind. For this 
reason it has often been said that his students respected and 
even revered him but that they did not love him. In later 
years, as most of us do, he softened very much. He smiled 
much more frequently and often laughed in his recitations. 
At all times, however, the student who was doing his best 
found him kind anO. patient. He could be infinitely patient 
with dull students and he never used sarcasm and ridicule. 
He would take endless pains to help students individually, if 
he saw they were in earnest but weak, or if they manifested 
some special interest in some phase of the work. It is said 
that he often helped students financially by lending them 
money to continue in school. Sometimes this money was not 
returned to him, for he was a poor collector. But it was a 
delight in his recitation to see how gracefully, by a few 
skilful questions, he could lift a bluffer or conceited "smart 
alec" down from his pedestal to the solid earth. Many a 
student has been chastened by this Socratic method of 

· questioning. 
Because he did not show his feelings in his face at all 

times, did not smile much or often laugh heartily, and because 
he was always in dead earnest in his work and wasted no 
time in cracking jokes or telling funny stories in his recita
tions and lectures, many people have thought that he was 
devoid of a sense of humor. Anyone who knew him intimately 
knows how far this is from the truth. He had trained him-
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self to do what most of us cannot do but could cultivate with 
profit, namely, laugh inside. It is a mark of the trained and 
cultured mind. He could appreciate and enjoy· all the good 
effects of humor without showing it outwardly. This· is 
also one of the marks of a humorist or wit. He can ·control 
his feelings. Anyone who thinks Mr. Sandison had no sense 
of humor should have heard his lecture on "The Philosophy 
of Humor." This like his graduation thesis has not been 
preserved. 

The alumni of the school had a portrait of Mr. Sandison 
painted by a well known artist. It now hangs in the Library 
of the school. When this_ picture was presented to the school, 
he was asked to make a speech, and this we have preserved. 
It is full 'of humor and subtle wit, most of it at his own 
expense. He tells about the preparations for the picture,
the study which the artist made of him before the sittings, 
then of the efforts of the artist and his friends to have him 
assume a benign expression, the humorous stories they told 
him to make him smile. When the picture was at last finished 
and placed on exhibition, he imagined that he stood in the 
room, in the background, unobserved, and listened to the com
ments of those who were viewing it for the first time: 

"Was it to show the man as forsaken?" 
"Why is the back of the head so straight?" 
"What makes the cheeks so flat?" 
"Isn't there too much color?" 
"It should be turned so that both eyes would show." 
"The ears are too small." 
"Considering the subject, the artist has done admirably." 
"There are a dozen different persons it might stand f6r, 

as fittingly as it does for the one who was painted." 
"Why, the artist· has made him appear almost human!" 
"He was looking at a student in the rear seat, who has 

been asked a question he cannot answer. The delighted facial 
expression is in response to that." -

In the picture Mr. Sandison has a notE)book in his hand. 
A member of the faculty said that there was just one thing 
about the picture which he did not like and that was the 
everlasting notebook. Why could that not have been left out? 

Mr. Sandison said in reply to this criticism: "The note
book is closed, it is placed shut and it cannot 'come back.' 
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Its condition symbolizes the liberty of the student. He has ui~ 
passed from the at-one-time necessary, trammels of the note- inl( 

book, -through a freedom with an inner control only, to a 0 
freedom in harmony with both the objective and the subjective ~!I 

worlds. non 

"After the process of education has wrought its results, 
there is left no feeling of separation between the individual 
and society. The true welfare of the individual is held to 
be nothing other thali that which is best for society. There
fore, the restrictions arid blows of society are welcomed, 
because they are put upon the individual by his larger self. 
He has lost interest in his particular life, and remembers no 
more his particularity, his caprices, and defects. This is 
Lethe, the much to be desired result of the true process of 
education. 

"But how does the closed nbtebook symbolize the same 
eternal process of education? 

"The uneducated individual is like a child. The controlling 
force of his life is without. 

"Afterwards he makes all that the notebook contains his 
own spiritual possession. 

"Now he is indifferent toward the notebook . 
"At last he moves beyond the rich knowledge of the note

book, to its richer periphery on every side. 
"At this stage he closes and puts down the notebook, and 

has others make notebooks. 
"Then the process of education is complete. As said above, 

his life has become eternal." 

While this lecture was written in a humorous vein, with 
clear thoughtful analysis, in which sort of humor and wit 
Mr. Sandison was at his best, it will be evident to the 
thoughtful reader that it embodies also his entire theory 'of 
education. His allusions in it to Goethe's Faust and Dante's 
Inferno are the result of his intensive study of these two 
great poets. In this study he was deeply indebted to Denton 
J. Snider, great student of literature and frequent contribut'or 
to the Journal of Speculative Philosophy, who often lectured 
before the students and faculty of the Normal School and was 
a warm personal friend of the subject of this sketch. Mr. 
Sandison saw in Dante's great work, not only his own com
plete theory of education, but also his entire philosophy of 
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life. He had the ability to bring the whole field of learning 
into the range of his special subject. 

One more example of his appreciation of the humorous side 
of life may be given. In 1896, when the National Educa
tion Association held its meeting in Denver, a crowd of 
visiting teachers, among them Mr. Sandison, was standing 
around the station at the foot of Pikes Peak, waiting to 
make the ascent on the famous cog-wheel railroad. A boy 
selling peanuts, passed among the crowd. He was a good 
salesman and very persistent. "Going up today? Get your 
peanuts now. You will regret it if you don't. No peanuts 
sold, on the train or at the top." .This with much more to 
the same effect, he kept repeating over and over as he ap
pealed to individuals as well as to the crowd. This struck 
Mr. Sandison as very amusing. He was thinking of all the 
grandeur and beauty of nature with which they were there 
surrounded and no doubt unconsciously comparing it in his 
own mind with the boy's idea of the necessity of the peanuts. 
Then afterwards, when he met one of his friends who knew 
about the incident, he would greet him with, "Going up today? 
Be sure to have a supply of peanuts. You will regret it if 
you don't. There are none to be obtained at the top." Then 
he would laugh as heartily as he ever laughed. 

In his personal relations and in his daily life, he was some
thing of a stoic in the good meaning of that word. Students 
will ·remember his many fine, helpful chapel talks, and among 
all of them, one which he gave a great many times will stand 
out. The subject of it or rather the text was a little poem, 
written by Theodore Tilton, orator and lecturer, about the 
time of the Civil War. Because it is thought many of his 
students would like to have this poem, it is here given in full. 

4-43083 

ALL THINGS SHALL PASS AWAY 

Once in Persia ruled a king 
Who upon his signet ring 
'Graved a motto true and wise, 
Which, when held before his eyes, 
Gave him counsel at a glance 

· Fit for any change or chance. 
Solemn words, and these were they: 
"Even this shall pass away." 
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Trains of camels through the sand 
Brought him gems from Samarcand; 
Fleets of galleys through the seas · 
Brought him pearls to rival these, 
Yet he counted little gain 
Treasures of the mine or main. 
"Wealth may come, but not to stay; 
Even this shall pass away." 

'Mid the revels of his court, 
In the zenith of his sport, 
When the palms of all his guests 
Burned with clapping at his jests, 
He, amid his figs and wine, 
Cried: "Oh! precious friends of mine, 
Pleasure comes, but not to stay
Even this shall pass away." 

Fighting in a furious field, 
Once a javelin pierced his shield, 
Soldiers with a loud lament 
Bore him bleeding to his tent. 
Groaning, from his wounded side, 
"Pain is hard to bear," he cried. 
"But, with patience, day by day, 
Even this shall pass away." 

Towering in the public square, 
Twenty cubits in the air, 
Rose his statue grand in stone; 
And the king disguised, unknown, 
Gazing on his sculptured name, 
Asked himself: "And what is fame? 
Fame is but a slow decay-
Even this shall pass away." 

Struck with palsy, sere and old, 
Standing at the gates of gold, 
Spake he this, in dying breath: 
"Life is done, and what is death?" 
Then, in answer to the king, 
Fell a sunbeam on the ring, 
Answering, with its heavenly ray: 
"Even death shall pass away." 

It was this refrain at the close of each stanza which im
pressed him. He rarely expressed regret; he never com
plained; he did not worry. He led a serene life, always 
master of himself and of the situation in which he found him
self. He was an· extremely equable man. He always did his 
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best to be prepared for life; he always did his best when in 
action; then he seemed to have an abiding faith that ~very
thing would work. out for the best, in the end; or if it qid 
not come out this way, he could not help it. So there was 
nothing to worry or complain about. He was a modest man. 
He did not advertise; he did not "blow his own: horn"; he 
did not "play to the galleries" ; he did not put himself fo1·ward. 
He was a reserved, retiring man, almost to the point of dif
fidence. 

For this reason many thought him cold and not approach
able. There is no doubt, that during his early life, he did 
set himself apart. He dedicated himself to his life work and 
became something of a recluse. Though in later life, he tried 
to socialize himself even to the point of engaging in some 
business enterprises, he never did learn to like the crowd. He 
was no mixer_ and he never was in any sense a society man. 
He did not dance; he did not play cards; he had no "small 
talk" ; and at a social function, he was much like a fish out 
of water. He did have many friends, however, close friends, 
personal friends; and he loved to visit with them individually 
and in small groups. 

The doctrine of friendship, which he sets forth so clearly 
in his little volume called, "The Three Links," three ad
dresses on the symbol of Odd Fellowship, he practiced sin
cerely. Students in his classes did not feel that they were 
estranged from him; they felt on friendly terms with him; 
they did not fear to approach him to ask assistance. So 
simple was the life of Howard Sandison, so little did he talk 
about himself, that his best friends did not know what he 
was doing. His left hand did not know what his right hand 
did. 

When at the height of his usefulness, he was stricken down 
with pneumonia and lay at the point of death for days, no 
one having any hope of his recovery, a pall of gloom hung 
over the Normal School, and both members of the faculty :and 
students read the bulletins from the sick room eagerly. Many 
people, some of them poorly dressed, some of whom the family 
did not know, came to his home, often to the back door, to 
ask how he was getting along, and some of them went away 
·with· tears in their eyes. Not very many people called him 
"Professor Sandison." Not very many members of the faculty 

)\ 
I' .I I' . 
! I • 



1: 

1: 

!, 
! 

I I ,,·, 

I i 
I I 

I' 

,I 

52, THE BOOK AND THE TORCH 

or students called him that. They called him "Mr. Sandison" 
and he liked to have them do so. Now and then, when a 
stranger or some one in introducing him called him "Doctor," 
a title which legally did not belong to him, it bored him 
immensely. 

Much more could be said of this great philosopher-teacher. 
The author of this article fully realizes that the great 
services of Howard Sandison to education, and especially to 
the cause of teacher-training are here very feebly and in
adequately set forth; but all things must have an end. "This 
too shall pass away," and it would seem that this apprecia
tion could end n.o more appropriately than with two little 
tributes by two men neither one of whom was ever a student 
in the State Normal School. Howard Sandison's own disciples 
might reasonably be expected t9 praise him; others may rea
sonably be expected to be impartial. Charles M. Curry, 
not a graduate of the State Normal School, but for 
many years a colleague in the faculty and Professor of Liter
ature in the School, in a tribute before the State Teachers 
Association in 1919, said: 

"The principles of Howard Sandiso11's life work may be 
summed up in a sentence which he himself used in speaking 
of another: 'He placed great stress upon pedagogical train
ing, had as his great watchword the word "thorough", and 
exalted the ethical life.' He believed that 'behavior and 
scholarship' in combination constitute the great aim of educa
tion. His greatest services to the profession were rendered 
at a time when the principle that teachers should be trained 
for their work had to fight for recognition and for its very 
existence. He was one of the great soldiers in this fight, now 
so happily won. The teachers of Indiana and of the nation 
owe to the memory of Howard Sandison an immense debt, 
a debt so immense that the only way of paying it is to be in 
some sense worthy of the great ideal for which he so valiantly 
struggled." 

Dr. William Lowe Bryan, well loved President of Indiana 
University, after speaking of Professor Sandison as the 
philosopher of the Indiana State Normal School, goes on to 
say: 

"Soon after I began to teach at Indiana University, I came 
to know William W. Parsons and Howard Sandison. I did 
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not know their great teacher, President Jones, who founded 
the State Normal School before my time. I knew a half 
dozen of his most distinguished disciples. I saw how through 
him some of the fundamental ideas of Hegel came in _power 
to a group of Indiana boys in 1870 and the years following. 

't. Those are great ideas and they came with the intensity of 
at' an evangel. They cape· as a philosophy of history, a phi-
lo · losophy of education, a philosophy of life. The best of these 
1
' · young men were filled to the brim with a great world v.iew in 
i!' the light of which they attacked all problems. For a generation 

those Indiana Hegelians filled Indiana with their ideas and 
their spirit. In the most remote township institute,- one 

. could hear a boy who had been at Terre Haute for a term 
pour forth his new-found faith in its application to some 
problem of the teacher. The chief executive in this movement 
was Dr. Parsons. The chief philosopher was Professor 
Sandison. Of the latter (Howard Sandison) one could say 
with Tennyson: 'He laid his mind upon them and they 
believed with his belief.' They didn't get over it. I have 
never known man or woman once soaked in Sandison's phi
losophy who ever escaped from it. I have never known any 
other teacher whose teachings went so deep into so many 
people. I wish' to add this word. Professor Sandison com
bined in an astonishing degree two 'virtues of the intellect' 
(I heard him read a paper on this subject) which are seldom 
found together: persistence and humility. He gave himself 
with all the power of his mind to the conquest of a great 
logical system. Most men who do this are locked in their 
own system, prisoners for life. He was eagerly willing to 
be corrected, to receive from any source truth which he had 
overlooked. I have never known any other philosopher who 
equalled Professor Sandison in this fine virtue of the intellect.'' 
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Parsons and Sandison 
Lawrence McTurnan, '97 

[An address by Lawrence McTurnan, '97, delivered at the annual 
luncheon of the alumni of the Indiana Normal School, October 22, 1925. 
This address is included in this book at the special request of the Me
morial Committee, as it marked the beginning, of the memorial project.-
Edgar Webb, Chairman, Alumni Association.] · 

Our beloved friend, Dr. William Wood Parsons, has gone. 
Words are feeble instruments to do justice to the affection 
which cloaks his memory or to render due praise and honor 
to his pioneer achievement in educational thought. If his 
pas~ing has left its mark of sadness in the hearts of those 
who loved him, it has also lef~ a compensating pride to be 
che1~ished by those who understood the greatness of his ac
complishments. Where there was once only a blazed trail 
of educational methods which wound about among the forests 
of uncertainty, there is now a broad national highway of 
enlightened procedure, leading by the most direct Ii!le from 
darkness to the light of understanding. There lies the worthy 
and lasting tribute to the mind of our friend and leader. He 
has built his own monument. It will perpetuate his memory 
long after the echo of our words of praise has ceased. 

His mind searched with the restlessness of a pioneer, his 
eyes saw with a vision which penetrated all obstacles, his 
heart throbbed with a courage to carry out his convictions, 
and his strength thus inspired never failed. 

President Parsons . .was, first of all, a great teacher, and 
he understood a half century ago the need of basing the 
teaching processes upon scientific principles of pedagogy. In 
behalf of these principles, he fought many hard battles and 
became a scarred but victorious veteran in the cause of pro
fessional teaching. In these struggles he met with three out
standing challenges. Each one of these challenges was backed 
by such a large number of prejudiced and uninformed people 
that it taxed all his giant powers to overcome them. 

His First Challenge 

For many years President Parsons and Professor Howard 
Sandison bore the brunt of the fight in Indiana to make teach
ing a real profession. In the beginning of this struggle, many 
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college men scoffed at the idea of establishing courses of study 
in "History of Education" and in "Principles of Teaching". 
They objected to the time given to practice teaching, and 
in substance, declared there was no need for a normal school. 
These critics believed in rote and cram. They said : "Fill 
your head with subject matter and you can teach." The 
short-sightedness of these men now seems pathetic but their 
scorn was a problem in the early days when the teaching pro-
fession was struggling f01~ "a place in the sun". . 

In those days colleges and universities would nof deign 
to recognize "the mollycoddle courses in Education". It is 
true that there were other normal schools trying to meet the 

. onslaught of opposition, and they were struggling nobly, but 
teacher-training, as a profession, was not placed upon a solid 

~ I foundation until thes~ numerous scoffers were hushed. 
Against this criticism from well-meaning but misled men, 

President Parsons set his iron will. With the aid of many 
noble men and women and with the sympathy and help cf 
that matchless teacher, Howard Sandison, he won, and today 
all over our land colleges and universities have come to see 
that great store houses of knowledge, while essential, are not 

1 alone sufficient unto the teacher who would lead the student 
with the utmost skill from "the known to the nearest related 
unknown". 

Today, thanks to such stalwart men as Dr. Parsons, normal 
schools have enlarged and strengthened their courses of study 
and the efficiency cif these schools has increased amazingly. 
Not only have the normal schools been placed on a high plane 
in professional work for teachers, but the colleges and uni
versities all over the country now point with pride to the"ir 
teacher-training departments. 

In Indiana, due to the tremendous efforts of our lamented 
leader, funds were created sufficient to enable him to gather 
about him an able faculty of men and women who were .ef
ficient in teaching and noble in character. He selected· in-

~ · structors with such care and wisdom that he could justly 
refer to them as he was wont to do with a distinct pride and 
deep affection. 

He established courses of instruction, requiring work of 
such breadth and depth of study that the school of which he 
was so long President came to be considered by educators i 
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everywhere as the best of its kind in America. The students ilial 

were taught the value and the purposes of the mind and itt: 
gradually the products of the normal school rose above the E 

contempt in which they had been held and commanded the aeo: 

recognition of the great universities of the country. . lnoJ 

The graduates of this school have for many years wielded ~~ 

a marked influence in directing the course of education from Ire~ 
the primary work in the elementary schools to the most· ad- Hi! 
vanced of the greatest universities in America. Their con- He 

tributions have advanced the torch of learning throughout the Wtl 
length and breadth of the country, and with one accord, they ~tn: 

give the largest credit for their power and mastery to their 1~1 
first love, their Alma Mater, the Indiana State Normal School. :,J 

Thus do the echoes from this great school roll from soul to !ll(, 

soul and grow forever and forever. inti 
Every brick and stone in the beautiful and commodious naa 

buildings on the campus was laid through the untiring efforts wno 

of Dr. Parsons. The splendid and up-to-date equipment in · gteu 

the different departments and the great library, which remains IL 

unrivaled in any Normal School in the land, are products • ~am' 
of our late President's handiwork. • lne1 

! He 1 

His Second Challenge ~!Iii 

A little more than a quarter of a century ago, there arose Una~ 
in Indiana much opposition to higher education at public lnili: 

expense, in both the state university and the normal school. ~ ~urp 
Private schools and church schools united in an effort to E1 

block public taxation and legislative appropriations of public a~a: 
funds for institutions of higher learning. Those were critical aett 
days in the history of highereducation in Indiana and they Oier 

called for heroic action. The feeling between the non-state ri~l 
school men and the state school men grew tense. A day was 
set for a public hearing between the contending factions. The 
question was: "Should the people pay taxes for maintenance Fo 

of the state universities and normal school?" ~Me1 
The non-state school forces were led by well-meaning but !!eaa 

misled religious zealots, who could not get the vision of the ~mi: 
great future in which we now live. The meeting was at- ' \l~ 
tended by the best talent the colleges, the universities, and the ' leaa 0 
normal school could muster. Many men spoke and it seemed lnem 

for to 
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n(l that the cause of the state institutions was losing ground when 
ma it came Dr. Parsons' turn to speak. 
!n~ Everyone who had the privilege of attending this histQric 
n~ debate will remember Dr. Parsons' address. He was so 

thoroughly prepared and h.is logic so convincing, through his 
1u powerful oratory, that he made the enemies of the state schools 
1m tremble. He hurled a veritable philippic at his opponents. 
U· His logic and his eloquence completely overwhelmed them. 
n· He did to the opposition what John Quincy Adams said 
\~ Webster did to Hayne in his famous reply to the Southern 
:r Senator. "He didn't even leave a wreck." From that day 
ir scarcely a chirp was heard against the state schools. 

· Most of the men who took the leading part in that bitter, 
state-wide fight have passed on. It must be said, however, 
in credit to most of the cnon-state men, that before many years 
had passed, they saw the error of their way, and those few 
who still survive Dr. Parsons now honor him for his coura
geous and victorious stand. 

· In later years Dr. Edwin Holt Hughes, now Bishop Hughes, 
came to Indiana as President of DePauw University. He saw 
the wisdom of President Parsons' arguments and upheld them. 
He declared that the private schools enjoyed greater pros
perity in every way when the state schools were properly 
financed. For many years all normal schools and colleges in 
Indiana have worked together in harmony toward the high 
purpose for which they were created. 

Every state institution of higher learning in Indiana today 
and all that may yet come owe Dr. Parsons an everlasting 
debt for the masterful way in which he won a complete victory 
over the powerful and aggressive forces against the state's 
right to give its sons and daughters a higher education. 

His Third Challenge 

For almost a half century there has been a groping for 
better teaching in our high schools. Elementary teaching had 
steadily improved until the day came when it was generally 

·admitted that the poorest teaching was being done in the 
high schools. Too many high school teachers followed the 
lead of those that sneered at scientific teaching and employed 

1- the· filling and pouring process. Often there were no moulds 
for the pourings and no results were accomplished. 

': ,, j. 
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President Parsons was one of the first to sound this note 
of warning. He declared that high schools were part and 
parcel of the common schools and that it was the province 
of the normal school to train high school teachers for their 
high calling. He demanded that high school teachers quit 
imitating university men who, though they might be scholars, 
were not teachers in the best sense of the term. Be it said 
to his honor he won, and today our two State Normal Schools 
train teachers for high school work, and a degree from one 
of the Indiana State Normal Schools stands for as much as 
a similar degree from any college in the country. 

It may be mentioned here that powerful influences at
tempted a few short years ago to discredit and even abolish 
this vital factor in our teacher-training courses in the State 
Normal Schools, but due to our worthy President L. N. Hines, 
and a few friends, the plot was disclosed and fell to earth 
where let us hope it lies buried forever. No true friend of 
education in Indiana will ever try to resurrect it .. 

It is proper and fitting here to mention these three great 
challenges which were so important in the advancenient of 
education in Indiana. In these times of educational peace, it 
is easy to grow insensible of our debt to these heroes of the 
past, who made our state's present road of progress one of 
comparative ease and comfort. 

Let us salute the man of that day who fought for righteous 
causes, and let us wave a double salute to our friend just 
over the border, for the valiant victories which he won, which 
will be a blessing to each succeeding generation so long as 
time shall last. 

For thirty-six years Dr. Parsons served as President of the 
Indiana State Normal School, and while there were a few 
tempests during this period within the four walls of the 
school, these, in the hands of a master of men, s~ch as he, 
were quickly and easily brushed aside. He treated small af
fairs with the slight attention they deserved. 

He was a noted lecturer, and as already has been said, he 
was an orator that had to be reckoned with by the worthiest 
antagonist. Never can his hearers forget his fiery addresses 
when he was once fully aroused. The school world never 
had a better advocate in the forum, and America has had 
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but few speakers who could so move men in prepared or 
impromptu speeches. 

Dr. Parsons was a business man of high rank. Fortunately, 
it proved that his success in one avenue strengthen,ed and 
fortified him in his struggles in other lines. 

He was a man of worldly wisdom and worldly means, and 
yet he was always complete master of. both. His philosophy 
was as much opposed to Epicureanism as it was to Sophistry. 
He knew that the true way of life lay in the things ~ternal. 
Because of his ascendeiicy over things sordid, temporal, and 
temporary, we owe him a treble salute. All honor to the man, 
who, through long years of power and success, retains unaf
fected, the vibrant chord, which responds to the sweetest notes 
of truth, beauty, and 15oodness. This responding chord 
answered in harmony when he was asked to serve as trustee 
of the Orphans' Home, where he served many years. Again 
it sounded in harmony when he resolved to keep two poor 
boys in college every year. Again and again it responded in 
numerous ways of which his most intimate friends scarcely 
learned. No student ever called in vain to him for help. He 
loved his school, and while she was a small school at first, yet 
as Webster said at Dartmouth, "There are those who love 
her," and through love she grew and bloomed. 

When one thinks of Dr. Parsons' great talents and his power 
over men and things, and remembers his kindness of heart, 
he is reminded of the poet's couplet: 

"The tenderest are the bravest, 
The loving are the daring." 

Howard Sandison 
Even a brief tribute, such as this to President Parsons, 

must take into account his fifty years of bosom-friendship for 
Professor Sandison. These two men loved each other, and for 
forty years, this noble pair did harmonious team work, ·arm 
in arm, in the cause of education, a record unparalleled in the 
Normal School history of the country. They embarked in the 
educational ship together as young men. -They were many 
times at sea but never lost. The Captain explored new waters, 
yet all the time, he was guided by the stars of eternal prin
ciples, and he brought his :vessel safely into port. His mate '' 
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measured with fine instruments the spirit and nature of the 
cargo. The Captain was a master hand to deal with the 
storms, however rough, while the Mate saw to it that all was 
well within when the landing was made. 

It has been fortunate for Indiana that this noble son, 
one of her best thinkers, Howard Sandison, should have as
sisted in the building of the Indiana State Normal School. 

Every student touched by the power of Mr. Sandison became 
a better thinker and many of these students reflected largely 
his dynamic influence when they themselves became important 
figures in the field of education. 

Men and women who have obtained advanced degrees and 
attained high positions after leaving Professor Sandison's 
classes, almost invariably pay him this tribute, "His was the 
most powerful mind that ever touched mine". 

In all the years no one ever heard these two friends, William 
Wood Parsons and Howard. Sandison, indulging in idle or 
trifling conversation. They felt their task to be .a sacred one 
and there was no patience with shallow and frivolous effort 
in the face of their great mission. 

These two great men did team work in behalf of their 
school, which will stand out as a beautiful heritage for the 
faculty, student body, and alumni forever. It is a priceless 
heritage of which I believe no other normal school in America 
has a counterpart. Let me repeat, this is a priceless heritage 
of which any school may justly be proud. Schools may be 
made rich by the money of generous men, but the school 
which is hallowed by rich memories of great spirits is spirit
ually endowed and thrice blessed. 

The school that does not honor such a rich spiritual and 
intellectual legacy for its own Sake and for the sake of future 
generations of teachers is dead in spirit, dead, dead as Old 
Marley and the door nail. We know 'that the spirit of this 
great institution is alive and that it is quick and sensitive. 
All that is needed is to awaken the great body of supporters 
of this .school to its opportunities, and point the way to the 
best method of advancing the torch which has been passed 
on to us, lit with such an illuminating flame. 

President Parsons After Retiring 

In behalf of the ideals of both youth and age, a tribute must 
be paid to our departed friend for the way in which he passed 

nm. · 
ili~F~ 
nroml 

1 
Jnhl 

1 wnrK e 

11n. T 

rnurie. 

~n~ ili1 
!~O~nl 

~art's 

Hui 
~~aulifl 

lri1nai. 

illg afle 
WEft I 
1ame, a' 

new 1.': 

ilieeye 

Heoo1 

1 
lttn a p 

i rewoula 

A!ne 
!1nge, t 
~na more 

1i'appJ~ 

iriena n1 

ne~a~a; 
ncto~. · 
~urn t 

nero,a;a 
~~~~· 

'• 



MEMORIALS 61 

his declining years. After retiring froin active school work, 
the Normal School Board honored him by electing him Presi
dent Emeritus, but this duty required little of his time. . 

He. divided his time between study in his library and busi
ness. He was elected president of the board of directors of 
the First National Bank of Terre Haute. He was also identi
fied with a number of other business firms. 

In his studies he carried research in· three distinct lines of 
work even though he had passed the three score years and 
ten. The Bible and the Masters of Literature formed one 
course. His other lines of study were in political economy 
and the great philosophies of the. world. He was a thorough 
student of Shakespeai·e, and his interpretations of Shakes
peare's plays and of the great drama, Job, were masterpieces. 

He spent his last years joyfully with his wife in their 
beautiful home, where they were surrounded by books and 
friends. As he ascended the hilltop, the twilight came creep
ing after him. He could see the sun sinking in the golden 
west. He could see far down the road of life over which he 
came, and the view was not dimmed by unworthy deeds. The 
view was worthy of one who looked his fellow man full in 
the eye and played the game of life fairly. 

He could look upward with expectant joy. He knew he had 
been a part of God's great plan, and that in the Divine order, 
he would reap as he had sown ; with this he was content. 

His Last Challenge 

As he neared the crest of the Border, he met his last chal
lenge. He had been master of men but now came a stronger 
and more experienced foe than he had ever met before. Death 
grappled with him, and for eight long weeks, our great 
friend held on with weak and weaker clutch, until at last 
he was defeated, defeated, yet in that defeat, he won a glorious 
victory. 

Such, my friends, was the man whom we loved. He was our · 
hero, and truly was he worthy of Anthony's tribute to noble 
Brutus: 

"His life was gentle; and the elements 
So mixed in him that nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, 'This was a man'." 
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In Memory of President William Wood 
Parsons and Professor Howard 

Sandison 
L. N. Hines, President 
Indiana State Normal School 

President William Wood Parsons and Professor Howard 
Sandison are no longer with us in person at the Indiana State 
Normal School, but the spirit of these two great educators 
lives and inspires their successors to greater and better work 
in the training of teachers for the public schools .of Indiana. 

All of us, faculty and students, join in heart-felt tributes to 1

• Itw 
these two men. It has been said that to live in the hearts of ; ~r. W 

those we leave behind is not to die. In that sense these men !!r. 
are not dead and all of us join in adding our words of love 
and respect to the many things that have been said and will 
be said in memory of these two great educators. 

They Were Honor Students 
and Master Teachers 

Sanford M. Keltner, Class of 1879 
President Board of Trustees, Indiana State Norm'al School 

I have always regarded Dr. William Wood Parsons and Dr. 
Howard Sandison as two of the most remarkable men I have 
ever known. I knew them intimately for more than fifty 
years. I knew them when they were roommates and I 
watched with keen interest their course during all those years. 
They were honor students and master teachers. 

President Parsons as a school administrator scarcely had a 
peer in the nation. He was a wise counselor and a leader of 
men. It has often been truly said of him that he would have 
made a great statesman and that no office was above his ability 
to administer wisely; but instead of entering statecraft, he 
gave his life to the philosophy of teaching, in which cause he 
rose to high and honored distinction. 

Professor Howard Sandison had b'ut few equals in his 
analytical powers of mind. Men have crossed the continent to 
listen to his teachings. He was a true disciple of Socrates, 
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Plato, Aristotle, and Hegel, and as one listened to Howard 
Sandison teach, he would realize that he, too, was one of the 
world's first thinkers. . 

I count it a choice blessing in my life to have known these 
two great men. · 

Their Lights Will Always Shine Out 
to the Benefit of Mankind 

Charles A. Greathouse 
Secretary Board of Trustees, Indiana State Normal School 

It was my great pleasure for many years to know intimately 
Dr. William Wood Parsons .and Professor Howard Sandison. 

Mr. Parsons was a big-minded man with a great soul. He 
knew how to be a constructive and lovable friend. 

In all of my acquaintance with men, which has been wide 
and varied, I have never known a finer specimen of true man
hood. He was a man of great ability. In fact, his power of 
mind was so strong that seldom, if ever, did he have a prob
lem to solve or a task to perform which taxed his ability to 
the utmost. He always seemed to have a margin of ability 
and he also had a margin in life in his pleasing sense of humor. 
In truth Hamlet may as well have said of Dr. Parsons what 
he said of his father: 

"A combination and a form indeed, 
. Where every god did seem to set his seal, 

To give the world assurance of a man." 

Professor Howard Sandison was not influential in popular 
audiences, where trivial appeals win the applause; but among 
men who think straight, he commanded the highest respect. 
His mind was so disciplined that he was capable of powerful 
concentration. It is not too much to say that he was one of 
the best analytical thinkers this country has produced .. Men 
who knew him intimately and who witnessed his strength of 
mind in action stood in awe of his highly gifted ability to 
strip every problem to the core, to find the cause and to ex-
plain .the effects. · 

Mr. Sandison was as gentle as he was powerful; a gentle
man, perfect; a thinker, deep and original; a friend and com
panion, lovable. 
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The lives of President Parsons and Vice-President Sandison 
were affectionately and helpfully entwined in their public serv
ice. Separately they cannot be evaluated at their fullest worth. 
They were a pair, a team in their work for the world, and 
together their lights will always shine out for the benefit of 
mankind. 

With appropriate changes Shakespeare's words may well 
apply to this great team of fellow workers: 

"They were men; take them for all in all, 
We shall not look upon thei'r like again." 

Their Lights Still Shine and Their Influence 
Will be Ever Widening 

Harry E. Elder, .. Class of 1913 
Superintendent of 1\fonticello and Union Township Public Schools 

It was a high privilege to attend the Indiana State Normal 
School and come under the influence of one of the greatest 
educators of modern times, William Wood Parsons. The 
dignity of President Parsons, his .kirid attitude toward all 
those about him, his lofty ideals so ably presented to students 
in chapel talks, his untiring efforts to promote the educational 
welfare of Indiana, his broad scholarship, and his unaffected 
sincerity made lasting impressions upon all young men and 
women with whom he came in contact. 

During the fall term of 1912, a small group of students, 
including the writer, were honored by being members of one 
of the few classes taught by President Parsons during his 
later life. Surely, few groups of prospective teachers ever 
sat in the presence of such a veritable fountain of wisdom and 
inspiration. Out of the fullness of a wonderful life and 
experience was poured a noble and uplifting influence; ·stu
dents' philosophies of life were immeasurably affected for 
the better by his presentation of lofty ideas gleaned from the 
world's best literature and philosophy. Although it was 
Goethe who said, "Every choice is for eternity", no one 
ever embodied this principle in his life to a greater extent, 
and no teacher ever impressed it upon his pupils more than 
did President Parsons. He sincerely believed and taught that 
God sees all our acts in the "form of eternity". It is very 
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~n fitting that the memory of this great and good man should be 
~· . preserved so that it may serve as a guiding star to thousands 
In~ )

1 
of educational leaders yet unborn. 

u Associated with President Parsons was Vice-President 
of Howard Sandison. While the writer never knew well Pro-

fessor Sandison, he is well aware of the masterful influence 
111 of this great teacher in shaping the educational thought of his 

day. .It is one of the writer's regrets, that as a young student, 
• he failed to enroll in the classes of a man from whose instruc

tion· so many thousands of young teachers greatly profited. 
William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison are two of the 

greatest equcational lights Indiana has ever produced. Al
though they have passed on to, 

"The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveler· returns", 

their light still shines and their influence will be ever widen
ing as it flows down the long avenue of time to become a part 
of the great Infinity. · 

President Parsons 
His Great and Beneficent Influence Will Endure Longer Than Any 

Monument That Could Be Erected to His Memory 

Professor Sandison 
He Put His Own Character Into the Work 

Everett Sanders, Class of 1903 
Ex-Congressman, Fifth District, Indiana, Secretary to President Coolidge, 

W ashingtoh, D. C. 

William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison served so long 
together and were both such active spirits in promoting the 
progress of the Indiana State Normal School that the associa-
tion of their names is a natural one. -

When I came to the Normal School as a country boy, I 
passed Doctor Parsons almost daily on my way to class, and 
the first question of etiquette was whether I should raise my 
hat when I passed the President of our Normal School. The 

- problem was easily decided because Doctor Parsons, with all 
his democratic spirit, had the dignity and bearing which in-
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spired respect. He was always very kind to me, and although 
not in any of his classes, my contact with him was rather 
frequent on account of my participation in athletics and other 
school activities, and I was proud that he called me by my 
first name. 

President Parsons fortunately retained his vigorous health 
almost to the last. The last time I saw him, Mrs. Sanders 
and I dined with him and Mrs. Parsons, the late Charles 
Minshall and Mrs. Minshall, and Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. 
Heinl, in Washington. He had driven his automobile all the 
way from Indiana and was expecting to return the next day. 

He touched the lives of so many people in such a forceful 
and helpful way that his great and beneficent influence will 
endure longer than any monument that could be erected to 
his memory. 

I was a member of Professor Sandison's psychology class. 
His method of teaching gave psychology an interest which did 
not ordinarily attach to the subject. He put his own character 
into the work. Professor Sandison was particularly kind. 
I was in the Normal two Fall and Winter terms, leaving in 
the Spring of each year to work on the farm. The second year 
he called me to his office and urged me to stay during the 

· Spring. I explained to ·him that it was necessary for me to 
leave for financial reasons, but he urged me to borrow ad
ditional money. I didn't take his advice but I always had a 
great pride in the incident. 

Another occurrence which showed that he did not forget 
his stud~nts comes most vividly to my mind. I was teaching 
a country school about two miles north of Brazil, Indiana. 
Late one afternoon, Professor Sandison, and Miss Edith 
Whitenack, then a Professor of English, entered my school 
room door without even knocking. I never was so embar
rassed in my life, and although I called on my brightest pupils, 
I had a feeling that I was giving a bad impression of my 
ability. When he got ready to leave, however, he came up 
to my desk, and in a most kind and affectionate way, told me 
of all the good things he had observed, and made but one or 
two adverse criticisms. This brought happiness to my falter
ing heart and added to my deep affection for this wonderful 
teacher and kind-hearted man. · 
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Ardent Evangels, Preaching the Gospel 
of Public Education 

Benjamin J. Bunis, P1·esident 

67 

Indiana State Nonnal School, The Ball Teachers College, Muncie, Indiana 

To William Wood Parsons, the State of Indiana and the 
teaching profession owe much. As a pfoneer in the teacher
training of the Middle West, he gave to the work the fruits 
of a fine intellect, keen reasoning, indomitable energy/untir
ing zeal, and enthusiastic interest. No other citizen in In
diana has done more than he in . changing teaching from a 
temporary calling to a profession. He was an ardent evangel, 
preaching eloquently, earnestly, and effectively the gospel of 
public education. But, though "teaching was his profession 
and he loved it as his life, even to the end of his days, woven 
in the warp and woof of this love was his study of and great 
love for humanity, and an ardent passion and great gift for 
making friends, and paraphrasing words of his beloved 
Shakespeare, he grappled them to his soul with hoops of 
steel. This, I believe, was the keynote of his success and the 
underlying reason for which we revere him and pay him trib
ute today. 

With Howard Sandison, I was not acquainted. A number 
of the faculty of The Ball Teachers College were. One of 
them, Miss Laura Benedict, says of him: "Mr. Sandison's 
talent for teaching was very marked. He was a true teacher, 
guiding the thoughts and inspiring greater efforts in his · 
students. The absorbing interest he felt in his work, he passed 
on to those who were so fortunate as to be members of ·his 
classes. He had profound insight into the true meaning of 
life, and through his large experiences and sympathies, he 
helped us to shape ·higher ideals of life and to appreciate . 

. the opportunities that would be ours. Mr. Sandison 
had genuine affection for his students. He appreciated their 
friendliness. The pleasure they manifested in greeting him 
after they left their Alma Mater was very precious to him. 
He gave to the students the best he had". 
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These Men Were Intellectual Giants and 
Exerted Great Influence for Good in 

Their Time 
Charles F. Miller 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Indianapolis, Indiana 

"There were Giants in those days", read the legend of long 
ago. Those words come to my mind when I think of Presi
dent W. W. Parsons and Vice-President Howard Sandison; 
for these men were intellectual giants and exerted great in
fluence for good in their time. 

President Parsons was an acknowledged leader of men and 
a great factor in the crystallization of public sentiment for 
the better and more progressive things in life. He was a 
scholar in all that the term implies. He studied deeply the 
great movements that appeared upon the intellectual stream, 
and with a judgment almost uncanny, seemed to know what 
was safe and sane and what was transient and of only passing 
value and importance. It was his ability to search out fun
damental laws of truth and life and to know the hearts of 
men and women that made him not only a leader but endeared 

· him so deeply to those who knew him. 
His long service as President of the State Normal threw 

him into contact with the greatest educational thinkers and 
leaders of his time and he was honored by these men as only 
few men have been honored. As a member of the State Board 
of .Education for nearly a generation, he was prominent in 
the formulation of many wise policies determined upon by 
that body. His advice and counsel were always sought by his 
fellow members on the Board and his opinions highly regarded. 

President Parsons was prominent in all civic movements 
and was forward-looking in all enterprises with which he was 
associated in connection with community welfare and better
ment. He was, in short, a man among men, and we may now 
well pause to honor the name of one who had so large a part 
in the educational affairs of our great Commonwealth, 
Indiana. 

Vice-President Sandison was one of the most popular college 
men Indiana has ever had. He was in close touch and in 
sympathy with the student body; their aims and ideals were 
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also his, and he knew youth and its ambitions and dreams. 
He was at his best when engaged in helping the young men 
and women of the State Normal to plan their careers and- to 
outline their future lives. He was a broad and scholarly
minded teacher and a gentleman of the finest type. He was 
a profound thinker and logician and possessed a rare ability 
to analyze any given proposition. 

Vice-President Sandison has left a deep impress upon 
the minds of men and women and his life was one that others 
might well use as a model. 

They Were Lovely and Efficient in Such 
Mutual Ways on Earth 
Bishop Edwin H. Hughes 

Methodist Episcopal Church, President DePauw University, 1903-1908 

Let me combine my tribute to two of the worthiest teachers, 
·and teachers of teachers, in all the history of Indiana. 

I am sure that W. W. Parsons was not always estimated at 
·his height intellectually. He was so long. a dominant factor 
in educational legislation in the State that, unless one had ·:;, 
ample opportunity for discussion of fine and deep matters .... ·,:' 
with him, one was apt to think of him mainly as an executive 
and manager. But, in truth, President Parsons had one 
of the big and keen minds, and his observations on psychology 
and even on music were remarkably penetrating. DePauw 
University gave him a deserved degree when she made him a 
Doctor of Laws. 

Professor Sandison was of a .different type. I used tO f(;!el 
that he was the background of much of . the institutional 
success wrought out at Terre Haute. Being a quiet and per
suasive personality, with a genius for. details that related to 
the philosophy of teaching and to the making of the curric
ulum, he was a wonderful and loyal partner for his Chief! 
As they were lovely and efficient in such mutual ways on 
earth, I find myself wondering what comradeship of service 
God will provide for them in that Land where they work 
"day and night" in God's holy Temple! 
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President Parsons 
Marcus Dickey, Class of 1880 
Author and Lecturer, Riley's Biographer 

Heart of the Highlands, 
Bear Wallow Heights, 
Nashville, Indiana, 
April, 1927. • 

One evening in Terre Haute I went to the old Centenary 
church to hear W. W. Parsons lecture on Shakespeare. The· 
audience was led into fields of light; beauty and sublimity 
were disclosed to our wondering eyes. Not to know the im
mortal Shakespeare was loss irreparable. One should be 
saturated with him. 

Somewhere near the middle 6f the lecture were words that 
came to me like a bugle-call: "When you come to a soliloquy, 

· stop and anchor". 
For days the words kept singing through my thought. As 

years passed other things required anchorage as . well as 
soliloquies. One night I came upon Emerson's essay on 
"Nature", and there at the top of every page was the ador
able counsel, stop and anchor. 

In an art gallery in Chicago I came one afternoon to a large 
painting by George Inness, "The Catskill Mountains". Again 
the bugle sounded, stop and anchor. · 

One day I stood on the summit of Pikes Peak. Though 
two miles above sea level, I was not beyond the voice of the 
long ago, stop and anchor. I did. The other visitors re
turned to a lower altitude; I remained overnight. I saw the 
moon rise while the sun was sinking in kingdoms beyond the 
Continental Divide. I saw the great heaven of stars at mid
night. I saw the full moon fade from sight and the night 
linger in the deep canyons while day dawned in splendor on 
the plains. 

Hundreds of like instances in my life confirm the wisdom 
of our Shakespearian scholar. Nearly fifty years ago the words 
flashed in eloquence from his lips, and throughout the whole of 
that period they have been for me an'inspiration. 

~ral 
Will 

F1 

!o[ 
m~t 

rear 
Th1 

; an~ 
H~11 

On I 

Part 

an~ 

mr 
l!: 

ill) I 

l 
' 11~a. 

!o-Ca 

(1!(( 

aij({ 

lite 1 
0tt1 
om, 
~ion1 
• ln 



I! 
I' 
'I 

MEMORIALS 

Your Student of a Former Generation 
Pays Loving Tribute 

Elmer Burritt Bryan, Class of 1889 
President Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 

71 

.. J am requested to write a brief word of appreciation and 
evaluation of two teachers of my youth and early manhood. 
With this request, I am happy to comply. . 

·Forty-five years ago, as a lad of seventeen, I was admitted 
to the Indiana State Normal School, and at that time, first 
met Mr. Parsons and Mr. Sandison, each my senior by fifteen 
years and both in the prime and vigor of their young manhood. 
The former was the l)ewly-elected Vice-President of the School 
and Head of the Department of English. The latter was the 
Head of the Department of Psychology and Teacher-Training .. 
On becoming President of the School three years later, Mr. 
Parsons confined his teaching to the Philosophy of Education 
and kindred subjects. It is my good fortune to have had 
every course offered in those days by these two teachers. 

My reason, therefore, for appreciation is very real, and 
my opportunity for evaluation almost ideal. 

I believe it' is no exaggeration to say that many of the 
pedagogical fires that are burning most brightly in America 
to-day were kindled by torches lighted at the educational altar 
erected by these two men almost a half century ago. With 
all the advance that has been made ip. the Science and Prac
tice of Education within this long period, not one pril}ciple 
or tenet of well-founded educational procedure to-day is out 
of harmony with the essential theory and practice of ·these 
pioneers .in the field of pedagogical thinking fifty years ago. 

In his thinking, neither was an eclectic; in his policies and 
programs, neither was an opportunist. Each, in cooperation 
with the other, did his own thinking, formulated his_ own 
policies, and executed programs of his own making. -

Mr. Sandison was preeminently a teacher with an incisive 
· mind. Mr. Parsons was preeminently an administrator with 
a comprehensive mind. Mr. Sandison's teaching excelled in 
clearness, conciseness, and completeness. No extraneous 
matter was ever admitted or permitted. He developed in his 
students the taste and the talent for doing well the particular 
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thing in hand. He insisted on precision of thought and 
definiteness of statement. What. a marvelous service he 
rendered to the thousands of young men and young women 
who were privileged to sit under his tuition! Mr. Sandison 
was a great teacher. 

As an administrator and a leader of men, Mr. Parsons had 
what I am pleased to call a masterful mind, not domineering, 
but masterful. He was imperial, but not imperious; honored 
by his students ; and respected by his colleagues. In my com
paratively wide range of human contacts under varying and 
more or less sensitive situations, I have known no one any
where who could more readily marshal his forces, more com
pletely man the situation, and more certainly win the . day 
than could Mr. Parsons. He was apt to stand for what he 
believed to be clearly right and'entirely defensible, and then 
he never spared the pains and the labor necessary to a com
plete understanding and a mastery of details. Thus equipped 
and prepared, his comprehensive and forceful presentations 
were invincible. Mr. Parsons was a masterful man. 

A great teacher and a great executive, for fifty years good 
yokefellows in the high calling of counselling, instructing, 
and inspiring youth. To your work and your characters, your 
student of a former generation pays loving tribute. 

They Builded a Shrine in the Hearts of 
Thousands of Students 

L. D. Coffman, Class of 1895 
President University of Minnesota 

If an institution is the lengthened shadow of its leading 
men, then the Indiana State Normal School is the embodiment 
of the spirit of Mr. Parsons and Mr. Sandison. In Mr. 
Sandison's language, it "adumbrates" their thought, their 
philosophy, their lives. One possessing the abilities and char
acteristics of a truly remarkable administrator, the other 
possessing rare philosophic power and insight, each working 
in harmony with the other, and: both thinking only in terms 
of service as manifest in better teachers and in better teach
ing, they builded a shrine in the hearts of thousands of stu
dents whose lives they touched and influenced and who to 

,__. 

I~ 

Tn 
r~ne; 

· ln~i~ 

r1me1 

li~n 1 

Pn 
!I0DQ 

~~ illlJ 
a~ilili 
rnar~ 
Mlli! 

Pro 

lll! ~u 
ration. 

· !rn~la 
anret! 

, ~ere 1 
, ana o

1 

~uou~ 

loo, 
~~~; 
lne 1a1 



MEMORIALS 73 

rra this day and for years yet to come, will pay tribute to them as 
n1 men of vision and of strength. May those who follow after 
:n them profit by their example and may the institution which 
m they founded and whose atmosphere breathed of their spirit, 

expand in usefulness as a living expression, not a silent monu
ment, of their vibrant energy, their insistence upon thor
oughness, their belief in the trained teacher, and their endur
ing humanism. 

I Am Now Sure That the Influence Which They 
Had on the Public Schools of Indiana 

During the Life of Each Has Not 
and Will Not be Excelled by 

Any Other Two Men 
W. P. Morgan, Class of 1895 

President Western Illinoi~ State Teachers College, Macomb, Illinois 

These two men stand out most vividly in my mind as I 
rehearse the years I spent as a student and teacher at the 
Indiana State Normal School at Terre Haute, Indiana. I 
remember them distinctly as the moving forces of the institu
tion on March 16, 1888, when I first registered. 

President Parsons appealed to me on that date, while he 
stood before the student body and addressed them on problems 
of immediate concern and interest, as a man of high executive 
ability, unusual sympathetic interest, and decided strength of 
character, which would be felt by all who came within reach 
of his personality. ' 

Professor Sandison at the same time impressed me with 
his quiet, unassuming manner, his devoted loyalty to the edu
cational principles which he pronounced, and his profound 
scholarship and analytical turn of mind. I felt every a!)sur
ance that his counsel was wise and that his educational views 
were sound and that such students as sat under his instruction 
and drank in his spirit would make themselves felt in the 
public schools of the state. 

I observed the work of both of these men rather intimately 
from that time through the period when I was a member of 
the same faculty and until they passed to their respective 
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rewards, and my first impressions were confirmed repeatedly 
and I am now sure that the influence which they had on the 
public schools of Indiana during the life of each has not and 
will not be excelled by any other two men. I am· sure their 
rewards here and hereafter are such as all who have sworn 
allegiance to education most sincerely crave. 

Their Planting Has Not Been in Vain 
Rose 1\farian Cox, Frederick G. Mutterer 

Committee for the Faculty of the Indiana State Normal School 
Terre Haute, Indiana 

There have been in the world's history now and then, here 
and there, a few memorable prtirs of friends, whose mutual 
encouragement, cooperative labor, and sympathy have left 
mankind enriched in this or that kind of human advancement. 
In the field of education Indiana had such a pair of friends 
in her sons, William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison. 
During their many years of service as teachers, vice-presi
dent, and president in the Indiana State Normal School, our 
own esteemed school, they were ever among those who en
deavored to i·aise the standard of the teaching profession in 
this state. The one by wise, kindly counsel, based on sound 
philosophic principles and convincing teaching, the other by an 
extraordinary understanding of human nature, untiring labor, 
and effective executive ability, they· devoted the greater part 
of their lives to make it possible for Indiana to have better 
teachers and better schools. In the service of the state, they 
grew old together. While still in this life, both had the re
ward of seeing their efforts fructify. Their planting has not 
been in vain. 

Over the interests and reputation of our own school, they 
watched with paternal affection, and its mission they made 
their holy duty. To the students they jwere helpful advisers, 
and to the members of the faculty loyal friends. To those 
of us who knew them in this life, they are and always will 
be present. 

In harmonious friendship these two strong personalities 
worked side by side as students, as teachers, as executives in 
this school and for this school from youth to ripe old age. 
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They heeded the summons of the One who calls all, the one 
not having many years to wait for the other. 

We whose friends they have been have the memory of them 
in our hearts. But now we also desire to dedicate an outward 
manifestation of our appreciation. No other memorial could 
so fittingly tell to us who are working under this roof, and 
to .all who come within 'its hearing the story of ideals accom
plished by a harmonious cooperation of two friends in a 
great work as these concordant chimes raised on hig]l to the 
memory of the pair of friends, William Wood Parsons and 
Howard Sandison. 

The Noble Traits of These Men That Have 
Become a Part of the Institution 

Will Remain as Long as the 
School Exists 

Professor E. E. Clippinger Dean Grace De Hority 
· Class of 1920 
P1·ofessor Fred Breeze, Class of 1899 

Committee Representing The Faculty of The Ball Teachers College 

To suggest how a person of strong individuality may grow 
into the lives of those with whom he comes into contact, 
Alfred Tennyson represented his character Ulysses as saying, 
"I am a part of all that I have met". As years go by, illus
trious names are forgotten and records of fame are obliterated, 
but immortality remains for those who have transplanted 
themselves into the fiber of humanity; they live on through 
the ages. 

For many years William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandi
son directed the work of the Ii1diana State Normal School. 
They began their work when the school was young, and there
fore, they did much to determine the policies and ideals of 
the institution. Although they differed much in temperament, 
each had a strong, admirable personality that became a part 
of the individuality of the Indiana State Normal School. Per
haps the greatest contribution they made to the school, and 
indirectly to Indiana, was love for the truth and contempt.for 
superficiality and charlatanism. They manifested these 
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qualities in their lives and helped to establish them as char
acteristics of the school. 

The Eastern Division of the Indiana State Normal School, 
The Ball Teachers College, was established after Howard 
Sandison had retired from active service and a short time 
before William Wood Parsons retired. Most of the students 
now in attendance and many of the members of the faculty 
never knew these men personally, but every one who enters 
the school as student or teacher comes under their influence, 
for they have remained a part of the school they helped to 
establish. The tradition of their work will be preserved, 
especially by members of the faculty. The noble traits of 
these men that have become a part of the institution will 
remain as long as the school exists. The faculty offers this 

· tribute to the memory of Williarll Wood' Parsons and Howard 
Sandison in recognition of the fact that these two men are 
and will remain a living and illustrious part of The Ball 
Teachers College. 

They Were Among America's Greatest 
Educators 

J. 0. Engleman; 1901 
Superintendent of Schools, Terre Haute, Indiana 

Men, movements, and masses of material things seem big 
·or little by comparison with others of their kind. Our judg
ments change with broadening experience. What once 
seemed very large may shrink surprisingly. Buildings that 
seemed colossal to me when I. was a boy later surprised me 
with their dwarfed dimensions. Some men I thought of as 
giants of intellect or achievement finally dwindled into very 
commonplace men. 

Thirty-two years ago, I formed my first impressions of 
President Parsons and Vice-President Sandison. They seemed 
great men then. Soon I knew them well but had no need of 
revising my earlier estimate of them.' Keeping in touch 
with them to the very end of their professional careers, I 
extended my acquaintance until I knew most of the educational 
leaders of the country. Parsons and Sandison still occupy 
their high places in my esteem. They do not suffer through 
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11• , comparison with other leaders nationally recognized as such. 
They were among America's greatest educators .. 

!I, President Parsons lives in my memory as a man of gr~at 
:n · a<lministrative and executive skill; finest culture and polish; 

master of English, fluent, forceful, and accurate; and exalted 
and uncompromising in his code of ethics. He advocated 
the highest ideals of scholarship, culture, and character to 
young men and women in school, but better still, exhibited and 
lived them daily. 

Mr. Sandison, though sharing administrative responsibility 
with Mr. Parsons, I remember especially as a great teacher. 
His mind was the most logical and analytical of any that ever 
touched mine in a classroom. His every recitation was an 
exercise in thinking, a hitherto unknown art for most of his 
students. The exercise was too strenuous for every student 
to like it, but it was inconceivable that any one could sit at 
Mr. Sandison's feet for an academic year and not be a different 
and a better teacher the rest of his life as a result. 

Mr. Sandison's world, like Plato's, was a world of ideas. 
He was a psychologist, teaching. But he was a philosopher 
as well, and every student of his finally bore from his class 
more or less of his philosophic habit of thought. He had 
no time for petty nothings, small talk, mere personalities, or 
trivialities. Analysis, motives, hidden meanings, first causes, 
results, logical sequences, universality, World Order, retri
bution, Nemesis, these are concepts which became pregnant 
with meaning to students whom he taught daily·for a genera-

. tion, and for whom the .world could no longer' remain the 
"big, blooming confusion" it once was. He anticipated by 
many years the movements which have been associated. with 
other names to make teaching a fine art, and study an exercise 
in thinking. And he must have helped thousands ()f. young 
men and women to will the true, the beautiful, a~d the good 
in personal conduct and social relationships. 

President Parsons and Howard Sandison 
H. B. Wilson, Class of 1895 

Superintendent of Schools, Berkeley, California 

The greatest inspiration to usefulness and to the carrying . 
of public responsibilities that I ever experienced came,,to me· 
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from seeing the work and leadership of W. W. Parsons, as 
President of Indiana State Normal School, during the time I 
was a student there, from 1892 to 1895. His presence, his 
earnestness, and sincerity, and his power to inspire through 
public speech were a constant, subtle influence during the 
years that I knew him as a student and afterward. 

These abilities, which enabled him to influence students so 
fundamentally, likewise enabled him to lead successfully and 
in far-seeing ways throughout the State of Indiana and in the 
nation. President Parsons had a vision, which was quite in 
advance of that enjoyed by other states and similar institu
tions, in reference to the importance of an adequate supply 
of well trained teachers. This version he worked out in the In
diana State N onnal School, bringing to his plans always the 
support of the business interests and the legislature. 

This school, during the years of his greatest activity and 
leadership, exercised an influence throughout the United 
States equal to, if not surpassing, that of any corresponding 
institution. By reason of his great work and its far-reaching, 
fundamental influence, he must be accorded high standing in 
the educational history of Indiana and the United States. 

The most thoughtful, analytic, and keenly intellectual 
teacher with whom I ever studied was Professor Howard 
Sandison. His ability to see the heart and fundamental issues 
in a situation or problem and analyze it into its component 
elements so that they were open to the plain view and under
standing of the most ordinary student was never matched 
by any other teacher whom it has been my pleasure to know. 
While the inspirational aspect of his work may have lacked 
somewhat in warmth, this quality was more than made up 
for by his keenness and incisiveness intellectually. He was 
a great inspiration to his students. Every student who sat 
under him concerned himself so to prepare his work that the 
danger of failure in his presence was reduced to the minimum. 
Indiana's educational history will undoubtedly credit him with 
being one of the few great teachers of the state. 
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Working Together They Made a School 
Which Commanded Attention Inside· 

and Outside the State 
Francis M. Stalker 

Dean of Education, Indiana State Normal School 

79 

The story of the lives of these two men is the story of 
the State Normal School at Terre Haute. They entered the 
school on the day it opened and were members of its first 
class. They taught elsewhere in the state and came back 
to teach for their Alma Mater. J:he one became president 
and the other vice-president, and for more than thirty years, 
they guided its destiny. In nature, training, habits, and likes 
and dislikes, they were wholly different, but with their lives 
concentrated on one purpose, they did excellent team work 

Mr. Parsons was an outside president and Mr. Sandison an 
inside. Mr. Parsons was an organizer of forces for the insti
tution and an administrator of the highest type. Mr. Sandison 
was master of the intemal educative process. Mr. Parsons 
was a financier and had early learned that the fundamental 
principle of all financial success is "to eam a little and to 
spend a little less." This principle he applied not only in 
his own affairs but in · the affairs of the institution. Mr. 
Sandison was a builder of curriculums upon which he centered 
his constructive power. Working together, they made a school 
which commanded attention inside and outside the state. 

These two men were thinkers. They were transcenden
talists in philosophy. Mr. Parsons came to conclusions rapidly 
and was brilliant in his expressions. Mr. Sandison w:as a 
dialectician of the Socratic type and his keen analytic probing 
of a problem let no thread escape. 

They were both great teachers. Mr. Parsons, with his wide 
reading and his experience, was perhaps the more popular type. 
Mr. Sandison, with his deep thinking and his minute analysis, 
created intense interest. At times his lessons reached the 

i.. height of the artistic. 
They both taught their students to think, the greatest thing 

any teacher can do for a student. Mr. ·Parsons discovered 
error like a flash. Mr. Sandison had an inquisitive mind from 
which the student could not escape. 
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They were both splendid public speakers but very different. 
Mr. Parsons could rise to the height of eloquence, and with 
his flashes of humor and wit, sway his audience. Mr. Sandi
son in his quiet, deliberate way led· his hearers step by step 
to his conclusions. He had ,a keen sense of humor but it was 
very subtle. 

They were men, men of absolute integrity, whose word was 
as good as their bond .. Mr. Parsons loved company and was 
at home in any kind of a gathering. Mr. Sandison loved 
solitude and was of a retiring disposition. 

They were great educators and the work that they did for 
Indiana will long endure. They deserve to rank with Caleb 
Mills and John I. Morrison. 

Each wrought according to his nature, each succeeded. 
What more can be said of any man? 

·President W. W. Parsons and Professor 
Howard Sandison 

R. J. Aley 
President Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana 

For many years President W. W. Parsons was my close, 
intimate friend. I went to him for advice and counsel. His 
aid was always given most generously. While I was president 
of the State Board of Education, he was the able and efficient 
secretary. In the work of the Board, I always leaned heavily lnal 
upon him. He never disappointed me. For many years 'I n~nn 
had the privilege of spending one or more weeks w:ith him ~~!1 
each sillnmer in county institute work. Frequently we roomed ~f !no 

together. I thus came to know him most intimately. His tommo 

loyalty.as a friend was unexcelled. It was never any troubl~ ~anoi& 
to him 'to serve a friend no matter how much it might cost A~, 
in time fl,nd energy. His joy was never so great as when . !li~l!lr 
he wa~ dofng some service for those he loved. · lrour,t 

As a speaker upon educational topics, Mr. Parsons was m~n. 1 
unexceiled. He was a real orator. His addresses were always ~)~in 1 
well organized and delivered in English that was clear, simple, IUJom1 
direct.' 'He had the keen analytical, judicial mind of a lawyer .. · ~~~l~i, 
This stood ·him well in hand in his long service as a schooJ . 
executive. I loved him because he was lovable. I trusted him ', · 
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because he was trustworthy. I leaned upon him because he 
was dependable. I learned from him because he was a master. 

It was my good fortune to become acquainted with Howard 
Sandison early in my educational life. This early acquain
tance ripened into a lasting friendship. Mr. Sandison was 
always willing to lend a helping hand to young men interested 
in educational advancement. I sought his counsel frequently 
and always received most valuable aid. For several years he 
directed my reading in the field of educational literature. 
I regard him as one of the outstanding teachers that Indiana 
has produced. He made his students think. His power was 
so great that all his students soon ·became his loyal friends. 

· His power to make clear, difficult subjects in logic and phi
losophy was unsurpassed. The State Normal School, during 
his entire connection with it, was to a great degree shaped 
by his keen, penetrating, and analytical mind. He was natur
ally somewhat reserved, quiet, and retiring. However, he 
made friends easily and retained them without apparent effort. 
If he had an enemy I have never heard of him. 

Of Matchless Worth 
W. A. Millis 

President Hanover College, Hanover, Indiana 

Indiana has been richly blessed by gifted leaders, and by 
none whose contributions to the ideals and objectives of the 
people of our state are more significant than the tendencies 
of thought and aspiration wrought into the lives of the 
common people by William Wood Parsons and Howard 
Sandison. · 

As a young man I felt the impress of their minds only 
slightly less than if I had been a student of the Normal SchooL 
I count it an honor to have had the friendship of both ·these 
men. In common with thousands of citizens of our goo'd state, 
I join with the alumni of the Indiana State Normal School 
in doing reverence to their names, and giving expression of 
appreciation of their matchless worth; 
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Great Lives Do Not Go Out, They Go On 
J. F. Thornton 

Acting Superintendent of Schools, Indianapolis, Indiana 

In the list of leading educators in Indiana, the names of 
William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison will always be 
outstanding. To those of us who knew them and their work, 
their names are synonyms for splendid achievements and high 
standards in ;education. 

President Parsons laid the foundation stones of Indiana's 
first Normal and for years was the embodiment of its aims 
and ideals. His master hand was always at the helm, 
and with vision clear and steadfast, he piloted the school 
safely through many a storm in the early years of its existence. 
His clear thinking and. constructive leadership made the school 
highly influential in the state's educational system and placed 
it among the leading institutions of its class. 

Howard Sandison was the able and intimate associate of the 
president in shaping the principles and policies of the Normal 
School. To the latter's masterful leadership, he added a high 
type of intellectuality and scholarship, which was both an. 
inspiration and a challenge to all who knew him. His gentle 
manliness and his humanity were as marked. as his intellectual 
ability. The esteem with which he was regarded was inten
sified by the warmth of his generous personal interest in all 
with whom he came in contact. 

These two men, who devoted their lives so faithfully and 
so well to the cause of, education, and were for so many years 
a great source of inspiration to thousands of young people, 
have not passed away. They are no longer in the flesh, but 
their memory is enshrined; their influence lives; their ideas 
and ideals yet control the thoughts of men; of them too it 
niust be said, "Great lives do not go out, they go on." 

His Life Was. a Sermon 
Edgar N. Haskins 

Superintendent, Vincennes, 'Indiana 

We bow our heads in tribute today to the memory of our 
departed friend, William Wood Parsons. 
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We appreciated his splendid character; we prized his genial 
association; we knew him as a Christian gentleman. c 

In helpfulness and service to his school and community, he 
has a record that is sti·ikingly unique, progressive, and worthy 
of emulation. 

He was a leader and m~ny positions of honor and responsi
bility were occupied by him. He was loyal to every trust. 
Devotion to duty was ever to him a cardinal virtue and he 
did not interpret it by a sordid or selfish standard. 

His life was a sermon, preached by his every-day acts and 
deeds. There was no pettiness in his character. His entire 
life was the enactment of generosity of thought and action 
toward his fellowmen. No one ever knew a more scrupulously 
honest man. His integrity was of the finest sort; in fact, 
he was the "soul of honor"; trickery he despised with all 
his manly nature; absolute fairness was completely interwoven 
into his very being. 

He was a God-fearing man. In the magnanimity of his 
character, he truly was one of God's noblemen. 

A just, well-spent, and upright life is his legacy to his 
school and his friends. 

All honor to J:lis memory. 

These Men of Vision Were a Great Inspiration 
and Stimulus 

Guy M. Wilson, Class of 1896 
Head of Department of Education, Boston University, Boston, Mass. 

( 

It was my privilege to know President Parsons and Profes
sor Sandison in the days of their virility and strength. I 

! entered the Indiana State Normal School ih the spring of. 
'93. During the last two years of my work, I was there 
continuously, even during the Summer School, completing the 
course in 1896. It was my privilege to have a course in the 

:. History of Philosophy with President Parsons and to take all 
1 of the courses available under Professor Sandison. 

They were, as everyone will testify, not only men of sterling 
character, but they were good thinkers and excellent teachers. 
Those years were high points in my experience as, before 
entering the State Normal School, I had had only experience 
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with the farm, the country, rural schools, county normals, 
and teaching in the rural schools. These men of vision were 
a great inspiration mid stimulus. 

It has often been remarked by men outside of Indiana that 
she has an unusual proportion of leaders in education. 
Many of these men had the double experience of the Indiana 
State Normal School and Indiana University. It is not dif
ficult for one acquainted with Professor Parsons and Profes
sor Sandison to trace their strong influence upon the Indiana 
men who have gone forward in the field of education. 

They Possessed a Genuine Hunger to Teach 
Wesley Albert Stockinger, Class of 1904 

Superintendent of Schools, Noblesville, Indiana 

The character of men and women is fixed by great teachers 
rather than by courses in a curriculum. Many times in after 
years, the student finds himself thinking and acting in channels 
shaped by contact with former outstanding teachers. His 
mannerisms even reflect this personal influence. 

This is the gift which the writer received from the lives of 
William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison, and it has been 
supplemented in graduate work later, only by the few. 

These men possessed a genuine hunger to teach. They were 
ever ready to help the young man or woman from field and 
farm, or urban home, who aspired to a life of usefulness. 
They realized the frailties of youth and inexperience, and ex
tended a charity which is the expression of perfection of 
human life. 

Let us pay tribute to the memory of two of Indiana's 
greatest teachers. 

They Were Not Equalled by Any Other Co
Workers in the State 

A. C. Senour, Class of 1914 
General Supervisor, Public Schools, East Chicago, Indiana 

Wm. W. Parsons, as President, and Howard Sandison, as 
Vice-President and Professor of Education, of the Indiana 
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)' State Normal School, impressed the educational thought and 
'1 practice in Indiana to a degree unquestionably not equalled by 

·~ • 1 any other co-workers in the State. It was their privilege 
I 

for more than a quarter of a century to work together in the 
.! . teacher-training cause. Annually there appeared at the insti-
l, ; tution the raw, potential teacher-material with which the 
1 i faculty, led and inspired by these men, worked zealously to 

develop successful teachers. That they did their work well is 
• attested by the rank which the Indiana public schools have 

1 
held and by the prominence which many of their students have 
attained in the national educational sphere. 

The ever friendly, most considerate, and consummately just 
performance of their responsibilities resulted in a very high 

· student regard. No student hesitated to go to "The Office" 
with a problem or a difficulty. These men exemplified that 
parental nature of the teacher, which has been stressed as 
so necessary. Though they probably never knew it, they were 
"Daddy" to those enrolled there. What more respectful and 
affectionate title could have been conferred! 

Personally, I enrolled at the Indiana State Normal because 
these men were there. It was not that I knew of their ability. 
It was because of the great esteem in which they were held 
by my father, .who had been associated with them in educa
tional work. It has been a source of satisfaction that I was 
so influenced. I appreciate having received that analytic 
training which so characterized the school which President 
Parsons and Vice-President Sandison administered. 

They Continue to Live in the Lives of Oth~rs 
N.J. Lasher, Class of 1915 

Superintendent of Schools, Seymour, Indiana 

To William Wood Parsons, the administrator and executive, 
1 · and to Howard Sandison, the reflective thinker and scholar, 

Indiana is eternally indebted. The capable and efficient lead
ership of President Parsons during his long and faithful 
service in guiding the growing policies of the Indiana State 
Normal, his genteel manner and fair treatment, his spirit of 
service and devotion to duty, have made their lasting impress 
upon the teachers of our commonwealth~ It was his good 
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fortune, and ours, to have the loyal and faithful support and 
co-operation of Vice-President Sandison, whose keen intellect 
(can't you still hear him?) and clear vision influenced the 
thought and conduct of the entire faculty and student body. 
The great principles of character and the high standards of 
scholarship and citizenship for which they labored, become, 
with the passing of years, more and more fixed in the lives 
of their former students, the present teachers of Indiana's 
youth. Thus they continue to live in the lives of others, and 
their influence for good is perpetuated. It is most fitting that 
we honor these great teachers. 

We Cherish Their Memories 
W. E. Stout, Class of 1894 

Manager for Longmans Green Publishing Company 

How closely interwoven are the lives of President Parsons 
and Professor Sandison with our Alma Mater! For nearly a 
full generation, they served her, President Parsons with his 
splendid administrative ability and his broad vision of what 
the school should be, Professor Sandison with his great capac
ity for painstaking work in shaping and directing the training 
of teachers. To a remarkable degree, their work was com
plemental. By their united effort, the Indiana State Normal 
early assumed the outstanding position which she still main
tains. They influenced greatly the educational trend in In
diana through the teachers who came under their training, 
whom they inspired with a feeling of obligation to give their 
best efforts in serving the schools of the state. 

They took a deep interest in our personal welfare. To many 
of us, leaving home to enter the Normal was our first great 
adventure. At the beginning, we needed guidance, which they 
sb generously gave. Through their sympathy and kindness, 
by a generous word or a helpful act, we came to lmow them 
as our friends. Nor did their interest in us cease when our 
student days were over. 

For their long years of devoted service and their great 
achievements, their friendly spirit and· their inspiration, we 
honor President Parsons and Professor Sandison, and we 
cherish their memories. 
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Future Students.and Teachers Will Rise Up 
and Call Them Blessed 
J. H. Shipp, Class of 1912 

Superintendent of City Schools, Washington, Indiana 

The Master Teacher, in differentiating between a true or 
false p1~ophet and his teaching, said, "By their fruits ye shall 
know them." This standard may still be used in measuring 
a man's achievement. 

In reflecting on the life work of the late President W. W. 
Parsons and the late Vice-President Howard Sandison of the 
Indiana State Normal, and applying this Biblical standard, 
their lives must be thought of as very fruitful. 

The success of an institution like the State Normal, depends 
for the most part on the personnel of the officers of adminis
tration. The Indiana State Normal was fortunate in having 
had such persons as the subject of the sketch as her officers. 
In addition to regular routine duties, they took a great per
sonal interest in the welfare of the students. While at the 
Normal, it was my privilege to have an intimate acquaintance 
with them. No Normal student but felt his life enriched and 
inspired by the presence and timely assistance of these 
individuals. · 

Future students at the Indiana State Normal and future 
teachers in Indiana, when thinking of the service rendered by 
these high-grade men, not only at the Normal, but to the 
teaching profession in general, will rise up and call them 
blessed. 

My Success in a Great Measure Has Been 
Largely Due to the Inspiration and 

Advice I Received from Them 
A. D. Montgomel'y, Class of 1912 
Superintendent of Schools, Sullivan, Indiana 

A little more than a quarter of a century ago, the writer 
entered the Normal School. In the first chapel period, I saw 
Dr. William Wood Parsons and Professor Howard Sandison 
seated with the faculty in their accustomed places. President 
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Parsons, as was his usual custom, read a passage from the ! ~r/) 
Bible and commented on what he had read. The impression Hi!l 
made upon me by these two great men during the years that ~fUI 
I was in school has been a lasting one. My success, in a great , ato 
measure, has been largely due to the inspiration and advice A! 

I received from them. reaa 

On one occasion when I needed counsel, I went to Mr. Par- ingl 
sons' office with a great deal of hesitation and timidity. AI- H1 

though busy, he received me cordially. His words of advice 11111 

and wisdom have played a great part in my career. Very !fl! 

seldom was he too busy to confer with any student who needed Pr 

encouragement. He loved the students; they were a part was 

of his great family. The hearts of these two great men were , n1t1 

always with the institution for which they labored for so many ~rin1 
years. Their earnest ambition. and desire was to do the • ~un 
greatest good for the school, for humanity, for the many thou- m 
sand students who came for an education. , inr~l 

Under their guidance the Normal School grew to be one of , ~linr 
the outstanding institutions in the Middle West. When I ! ana I 

entered the school, there was only one building in w:hich all • Pia!( 

the departments were housed. When President Parsons , fe110 
retired, September 30, 1921, many new buildings had been ~fnr 
built: the Normal Training School, the Library, the Voca:- tn1p 
tional building, and the Science building. 

These noble and heroic teachers have passed to the great 
beyond. Their labors have ceased. But what they stood for, Tl 
what they fought for, their achievements, their ideals, and 
their philosophy still live on. All who had the good fortune 
to come into contact with Dr. Parsons and Professor Sandison 
will cherish and ever hold dear the pleasant memories of these 1 

11 
two great teachers. ~1·eda 

President Parsons 
Greatest Leader as a Normal School President 

Professor Sandison 
The Plato of the Twentieth Century 

A. E. Highley, Class of 1905 
Superintendent of Schools, Lafayette, Indiana 

Dr. W. W. Parsons, President of The Indiana State Normal 
School for more than a third of a century, has indelibly im-
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pressed himself upon the teachers of the State of Indiana. 
His keenness of intellect, commanding personality, and wisdom 
of understanding helped to make him a splendid executive ~nd 
a forceful leader as an educator. 

As a student in the Normal School, I always found him 
ready to listen, and give consideration to all matters pertain
ing to student welfare. . 

His philosophy of life gave to him the respect of all who 
knew him. I look upon President Parsons as our country's 
greatest leader as a Normal School President. 

Professor Howard Sandison, the co-worker of Dr. Parsons, 
was the greatest teacher of his day. The ease with which 
he taught and his clearness of insight into the underlying 
principles of teaching and philosop'hy were to me the marks 
of the great teacher. 

When Professor Sandison was leading us to see the process 
involved in mental operations, we soon realized that these 
principles were not only important but that they were vital 
and eternal. To a thorough knowledge of the philosophy of 
Plato, Aristotle, Horace Mann, and other great teachers, Pro
fessor Sandison added his wonderful personality and power 
of mind. This made him the outstanding teacher of his day, 
the Plato of the twentieth century. 

They Saw Life Steadily and Saw it Whole 
Anna L. McBride Saylor, Class of 1887 
Member California Legislature, Berkeley, California 

I am profoundly honored to be invited to express an ap
preciation of those splendid educators, Dr. William W. p'ar
sons and Professor Howard Sandison, who succeeded so well 
in enlarging the vision of hundreds of young men and women 
who came under their influence and instilling in their hearts 
the highest ideals of manhood and womanhood. 

The Indiana State Normal School burned shortly after I 
entered its classic halls, and all through the intervening years, 
I have cherished the memories of my daily contacts with them. 

There is small need for me to praise or analyze the work 
of these men, for their contribution to Indiana thought and 
learning has been so fundamental and far-reaching that it 
is common knowledge. 
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I feel like saying with the poet, "They saw life steadily 
and saw it whole." 

The Alumni deserve great credit· for memorializing those 
whose lives were so thoroughly dedicated to service through 
education. 

His Harvest Was Golden and Abundant . 
E. E. Robey, Class of 1897 

Social Science Teacher, Junior High School, Kokomo, Indiana 

I shall never forget that April morning in 1891, when I· 
entered the Indiana State Normal School as a student. The 
assembly room was full of students ready to take the entrance 
examination. I had never been. in such a large gathering 
of students before nor had I eve1~ faced so many educational 
leaders as I did that morning. As was his usual custom in 
those days, President Parsons gave a talk to the entering stu
dents. He knew that most of us were not at ease. He made 
us feel that in him we had a true friend. 

But the greatest inspiration and uplift which I received 
from this great man came to me during my senior year, when 
I was enrolled in his class of History and Philosophy of Edu
cation. He exerted an influence that will never die. 

I also enjoyed a very happy association with him for a 
period of more tha~ six years as a member of the Indiana 
State Board of Education. He was always free to express 
his thought, but never tried to impose his views upon others. 
As a member of this Board, he felt his obligation to the edu
cational interests of the state to be as sacred as his obliga
tions as President of the great. institution of which he was 
head for so many years. 

The quotation, "The Deed Returns to the Doer", was surely 
exemplified in his life. His deeds were those which brought 
inspiration and happiness to others. His sowing was not in 
vain, his harvest was golden and abundant. 
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They Have Been a Wonderful Inspiration 
to Me All These Years 

Thomas W. Records, Class of 1897 
Superintendent of Schools, New Harmony, Indiana 

91 

As I sit this bright spring morning in the little town with 
such .rich historic assoCiations, especially with educational 
advancement, for it was here that the Boat Load of Knowledge 
landed a century ago, I am thinking of those two men who 
had such great and lasting influence on the teaching profession 
in Indiana, William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison. 

I was fortunate in that I came in· contact with both of these 
unusual men in their prime, and I had the privilege of be
ing in classes taught by each. U'ilder President Parsons, I 
studied The History and Philosophy of Education just a year 
or two before the duties of the presidency became so exacting 
as to require him to give up his class room work. To me, a 
young farmer boy not out of his teens, the course under Dr. 
Parsons was a revelation of the underlying principles of edu
cation, arid his teaching helped me to fix a wavering deter
mination to make teaching my own life work. 

While Mr. Parsons was giving more and more time to ad
ministrative duties, his life-long friend and associate, 
Howard Sandison, was concentrating his wonderful mind and 
faculties upon teaching. Under him I had seven different 
courses, including The Divine Comedy, Psychology, The Phi
losophy of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. I also had the 
privilege of being in his class in Methods and Practice Teach
ing. As I look back now, I believe I was too young really to 
appreciate the full advantage of being in the classroom with 
these two great thinkers, yet I know that they have been a 
wonderful inspiration to me all the years since, even when 
I was working for an advanced degree. The methods of 
thinking and the principles of ethics I learned from William 
Parsons and Howard Sandison had become part of my own 
life.· 
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Their Reputations Will Grow With Succeeding Tnt 

Years 
W. F. Hughes, M. D., Class of 1896 

The lives of President Parsons and Vice-President Sandi-
son are of priceless and deathless value to the Indiana State 
Normal School. They were as great in nature as in achieve
ments. Concealment, evasion, subterfuge, indirection, the 
sensational, the melodramatic, and the vulgar were foreign to 
their lives and characters. 

While the perpetuity of the Indiana State Normal School is 
not dependent upon any one life, precious though that life 
may be, nevertheless, the qualities which make the characters 
of such men as William W. Parsons and Howard Sandison, 
must be incorporated in our school life to give it stability, 
serenity, and permanence. 

For forty years they labored zealously in the development 
of the State Normal School. Their high ideals served as 
beacon lights for the thousands of students who passed under 
their influence in their long years of service. They were 
always quiet and dignified, with an air of seriousness and 
intense earnestness, rather than enthusiasm. 

If life be reckoned not by great achievements, brilliant ac
complishments, and heroic deeds, but by the quiet, conscientious 
performance of daily duties and labor for others, then must 
we accord to their lives high and honorable positions. They 
were honored, respected, and loved by those who knew them 
best. 

The two outstanding qualities in my judgment of our two 
former teachers were conscientiousness and earnestness. These 
characteristics were manifested in all their professional 
careers. Their reputations will grow with the succeeding 
years. 
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They Were Great Teachers, With the Ability 
to Arouse the Will of the Student to Do 

and to Be 
J. W. Kendall, Class of 1900 

Principal Marion High School, M~rion, Indiana 

I appreciate the opportunity given me to write a tribute to 
President Parsons and Howard Sandison. 

These two men deserve great praise for placing the teacher
training idea on a firm basis in Indiana. They were great 
teachers with the ability to arouse the will of the student to 
do and to be. 

When we think of the Indiana State Normal School, Presi
dent Parsons and Professor Sandison loom large above the 
horizon. 

Every Alumnus, each student, and every member of the 
faculty of the State Normal School will always owe a great 
obligation to the masterful work of these men. 

They Have Rendered a Service to the Sons 
and Daughters of the State of Indiana 

That Cannot Be Measured 
G. W. Youngblood, Class of 1910 

Superintendent of Schools, Peru, Indiana 

It was my pleasure and privilege to attend the Indiana State 
Normal School from 1902 to 1910. My attendance was largely 
during the Spring and Summer terms, consequently I was 
not personally acquainted with these men. I remember them 
by the wholesome advice given us in chapel talks. They had 
the high respect of the students and stood for high ideals. 
The alumni of Indiana State Normal are re-living in a measure 
the lives of these great educators. 

They have rendered a service to the sons and daughters of 
the State of Indiana that cannot be measured. Their lives 
live on in the hearts and the minds of men and women. I 

I,. I 



11,.':1:1 
j.'":l 
·I ·.1 'i 

l
it : 
I . 

t\ I 
li. \ 
.I•; I II 
II ,

1 p; I 

II~ ~~ 
r! I 

!I I 
1\. ·.·1 llr 

'i I I 
d I 
li I 
~: I 

1.:. 
j,, 

'I' 

I 

I ,, 
I 

I~ ' 

,., 

I 

.I 

94 : THE BOOK AND THE TORCH 
' 

They Placed the State Normal at the Head 
of Such Institutions in the Entire World 

R. W. Himelick, Class of 1898 
Former Principal Cleveland Normal School, Former Superintendent City 

Schools of Ft. Wayne, Terre Haute, Indiana 

To attempt in a few words to evaluate the influence . of 
William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison upon the affairs 
of men in the State and Nation is to invite failure. For 
almost half a century these two men did a kind of team work 
that I do not believe has a parallel in any institution in the 
land. · 

President Parsons was an executive of the highest order. 
Had he chosen to cast his lot in another direction, he 
would have headed some great corporation. He was a born 
leader. He built up a great school without placing a burden 
upon anyone. He made the greatest possible use of the raw 
material in his possession. I feel sure that no other institu
tion in this country ever reached such a high stanqard of 
efficiency, with such a limited capital, as Indiana State Normal. 
I shall never forget my own experiences as a student of Presi
dent Parsons. Because of other pressing business, he did not 
meet his class very often, yet he left an imprint on his stu
dents that was everlasting. There was nothing small or mean 
in his dealings with the members of his class. 

I prize most highly my association with Mr. Parsons after 
his retirement from the institution he had served so long. 
I feel now, as is probably true in many cases, that I never 
really knew Mr. Parsons until I sat for hours, and as he 
said, "loafed with him." It was in these hours that I saw 
and felt the real influence of a big soul. I felt a real personal 
loss at his passing. 

What Mr. Parsons was to the organization and administra
tion of the school, Howard Sandison was to the educational 
program. Mr. Sandison firmly belived in an educational 
philosophy. Any attempt to found a school system without 
a real philosophy simply invited failure. It was this phi
losophy, together with the administrative ability of his team
mate, that placed the State Normal at the head of such institu
tions in the entire world. The institution today is saturated 
with the philosophy of Howard Sandison. 
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The great and grand old educator, William T. Harris, once 
said that he would rather have any other man in the United 
States in his audience than Howard Sandison. I believe that 
no greater tribute could be paid any man. 

I want to propose this toast to two of my most beloved 
teachers: 

"In my heart and life and in the hearts and lives of count
less others, these two men still live and dwell. Would that 
we might in some way compensate for our though~lessness 
while they still lived by passing on as best we can to others 
the good we received from these noble characters." 

Is It a Miracle That Many Arose From the Feet 
of Such a S~choolmaster Bearing in Their 

Hands a Banner With a Strange 
Device? 

J. Howard Wagner, Class of 1896 
"First Editor Normal Advance, Manager of Schools of Alaska, Former 

State Superintendent of New Mexico 

President William Wood Parsons and Vice-President How
ard Sandison, of the Indiana State Normal School, knew not 
what strength they had. 

One was a master in placing designs on the trestle-board 
of his dream house, the Indiana State Normal School, and 
then nicely adjusting honorable means to further the laudable 
purposes to accomplish those dreams. He was truly a man 
among men and a leader who knew whither he was going; 
and in his day, it was said, "The world stands aside to the 
man who knows where he is going". His technique in handling 
the intricate problems of institutional administration was a 
fine art. Whether in legislative halls, before appropriq.tion 
committees, explaining by what right the State of Indiana 
took from the rich or poor alike money with which to educate 
the youth of the state, rich and poor alike, or whether on com
mencement day, before the graduating class, admonishing 
them how they could fully repay the great State of Indiana 
every cent that had been collected by· taxation and spent on 
their education, President Parsons was a master. 
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No one could ever say that he missed his great opportunity 
of touching the lives of the young men and women in the 
Indiana State Normal School. While prompt and busy with 
the affairs of the institution, back in the nineties, he still 
taught classes in History and Philosophy of Education, and in 
the classrooms, through the halls, and before the morning 
assemblies, exalted high-mindedness and right attitudes 
toward the individual, the world, and God. 

After serving twenty-five years as President of the Indiana 
State Normal School, President Parsons told me one day, he 
was worth what he inherited plus six per cent interest; but 
he was thinking in dollars. We remember with profound 
respect the resolution in his strong, kindly, manly face, and 
the firmness in his self-reliant step with which he met the 
world; these things are better than gold. 

The other was a persistent student and a rare, gentle 
teacher. His philosophy of teaching was grounded in the 
important truth, that the mind cannot exist in any state with
out a propensity to embody that state in some outward act, 
a gesture, a word, a deed, a poem, a painting, or a cathedral. 
In the opinion of Howard Sandison, he who thoroughly under-· 
stood the nature and conditions of the process by which a 
habit is formed, held the principal clue to the process of edu
cation. He taught that he who comprehended the plastic 
quality of the mind had the chief qualification for one who 
undertakes to develop the soul. He talked in his classes ,of 
conscious self-activity, the embodiment of an idea, the growth 
of a custom, and the plastic nature of both mind and body. 
Here are some quotations often given in his classes: 

To follow foolish precedence, and wink 
With both our eyes, is easier than to think. 

-Cowper 

Custom, 'tis true, a venerable tyrant, 
O'er servile man extends her blind dominion. 

-Thomson 
Every age on him who strays 
From its broad and beaten ways pours its seven fold vial. 

-Whittier 

He was a teacher with a sympathy bordered neither by 
race nor creed and acting always in response to that sympathy 
under the dictates of an inseducible conscience. Whatsoever 
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things were good and just and true, whatsoever things gave 
understanding and meaning and insight and the ability to 

\ interpret, those were the things with which he fed the multi-
11· tude. Is it a miracle that many arose from the feet of such 

a schoolmaster bearing in their hands a banner with a ~trange 
device? 

President Wm. W. Parsons 
The Whole Educational System of the State Felt His Efficient' Guiding 

Hand 

Vice-President Howard Sandison 
I Place Him Among the Great Teachers of All Time. 

'1 J. B. Fagan, Class of 1897 
Bedford, Indiana 

I have been asked to write a few comments on the lives of 
President William Wood Parsons and Vice-President Howard 
Sandison. It is a duty thai:; is easily performed, as I believe 
profoundly in these two.friends, who have been called hence, 
and because I owe, in a large sense, what little success I have 
had in my cho~en field to the work of these two great educa
tors. 

I entered the Normal in the fall of 1894. This was the first 
year when a four-year course was necessary for graduation. 
I was possibly more mature than most of the new students 
who matriculated at that time. So I had the advantage of 
most of the students, in that I was acquainted with both men 
before I entered the Normal. We had had both men in our 
county for lectures and for institute work. One year we 
had two weeks of a county institute and Professor Sandison 

I 
was one of the instructors. I was so pronounced in my admir
ation of the man and his work, that I decided in my boyish 

1 mind that I would graduate from the Normal with the large 

I hope that I might approach his efficiency in the teaching 
. process. So it would be the natural thing for me, feeling as 
! · I did, to take work under Professor Sandison. I entered his 
i class. in Psychology the first day. I had a growing admira
l.! tion for my teacher's splendid personality, his very fine per-

sonal appearance, his profund knowledge of his subject, his 
splendid skill in presenting his subject, and his kuowledge of 

~I 



I 

I 

I 

98 : THE BOOK AND THE TORCH ., 

human nature which revealed itself in dealing with each indi
vidual in his class. 

During the first and second semesters, we heard many 
rumors that Professor Sandison would not be with us longer 
than that school year. Some of the rumors had him accept
ing places away from Terre Haute, and others that his health 
would not permit him to teach longer. The result was, so 
far as I was concerned, that I had conflicts in my program 
of studies so I could not get the required amount of work 
without taking four terms of Psychology the first year. This 
was all that was offered then. I frankly admit now, that my 
program might have been arranged so I need not have taken 
the fourth term of Psychology the first year. I was so anxious 
to get him for my teacher in all the work he offered that I 
presented my case to him and he finally allowed me to take 
two lines of Psychology the last semester of the first year. 

I now know that my admiration of the man and his skill 
in his work was not very far from worship. As I sat in his 
classes, I was fired with the ambition to approach his wonder
ful personality, his insight into the working of our: mental 
machinery, his skill in handling his pupils, his splendid 
questioning ability, his consuming interest in keeping his 
pupils from failing in a recitation, and his fine general ef
ficiency as a teacher. I know I do not even approach him in 
the above respects, but I know very well that I owe much 
to him. The crowning help he gave me came when he asked 
me to teach Psychology the second spring term after I 
graduated. 

When I would go to him for advice and counsel, he was 
ever ready to say the right word at the opportune moment. 
He often used a telling device to bring the student back to 
work. He was quick to discover when one of his pupils had 
neglected to prepare his work. · When he made such a dis
covery or discoveries, he would make two piles of the cards 
as he called the roll. That meant that those whom he sus
pected of not doing enough work on preparation would be 
called upon to recite during the recitation. I remember, ·as 
if it were yesterday, how angry one of my friends who was 
capable and one who has gone far in the educational world 
became when Professor Sandison laid his card in the pile 
of those who were doomed to do the reciting. He knew he 
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had been slipping from grace in his study. I am glad to 
report that the device worked in his case, and I suspect he 
honors the name of his former teacher for the help exten<].ed 
to him. 

To sum up my impression of Professor Sandison, I place 
him among the great teachers of all time. You could not 
sit in his classes and not feel that herewas a master teacher. 
It was impossible to sit in his classes without taking on the 
point of view he held. I have had many splendid teachers 
in my pursuit for truth but· none of them has influenced my 
life as did he. I am profundly grateful that it was my good 
fortune to have the very helpful guidance that came to me 
from my association with Professor Howard Sandison. We 
are all grateful that his work is'lstill going on through the 
many lives he touched and quickened for their work as 
teachers. 

I was fortunate again that President Parsons was still 
teaching when I had finished my work in Professor Sandison's 
department, so I hastened to take the year's work offered by 
him. He too had a master mind, had fine teaching ability, 
and he had a very helpful and wholesome influence on his 
pupils. If he had made no other contribution than his teach
ing, it would have been vastly worth while. 

To my mind his largest contribution was achieved through 
his ability as a public speaker, his organizing ability, his busi
ness ability, and his very fine executive ability. Aside from 
the abilities named above, he possessed a rare ability of being 
a very shrewd politician, not for his own personal gain, but 
for the welfare of the institution that he loved .. 

He guided the educational ship of the State of Indiana 
through many trying times when the educational growth of 
the state was seriously threatened. We owe vastly more in 
Indiana to the ability and genius of President Parsons than 
we can see in our State Normal. If he wielded no other in
fluence than building the State Normal from a small school 
to the great school it became under his guidance and direction, 
there would be glory enough for one man. But fortunately 
his influence was wider, broader, and deeper than that. The 
whole educational system of the state felt his efficient guiding 
hand. We are led to believe his influence could not be con
fined by the boundaries of a single state, but that it was at 
least national in its scope. 
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There are not many parallel cases to that of President Par
sons ~nd Professor Sandison in educational circles. As young 
men, they entered the Normal at the opening of its doors, 
graduated together, separated for a short time, then returned 
to their mother school as teachers, later as the President and 
Vice-President. They were very different by nature, but in 
spite of this, they were able to work side by side for the 
best part of their lives for the welfare of the young people of 
our state and the growth and prosperity of the institution for 
which they were 'both willing to give their lives. For, 
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends." This they did without a murmur and 
with a feeling that they had done only their duty. But in 
appraising their great contribution, we know they did more 
than their duty. They actually poured out their life blood that 
you and I, and the unborn gen~rations should have a better 
chance to be emancipated. 

My Tribute to Howard Sandison .. 
Lena D. Swope, Class of 1906 

Principal School No. 6, Indianapolis, Indiana 

My privileged friendship with Howard Sandison has caused 
many of my ambitions to become achievements; my hopes, 
realities; my faith, sublime justification. Our acquaintance 
began when he interceded for me, an unprepossessing school
girl, to be allowed to take an undue amount of work in an 
incredibly short time. True, however, to his analytical mind, 
he keenly observed my application to the task to justify his 
decision. Perhaps he never fully realized that his kindly faith 
was the reinforcement I needed to gain that first success. 

The same summer Mr. Sandison invited me to take a 
position in the third grade of the Training School at the State 
Normal. There in that bay-window room, south of the office, 
Mr. Sandison trained me in organization of material, 
thoroughness of preparation, orderliness, and patience. He 
gave me a knowledge of psychology and its application to 
humanity that has been invaluable. His methods and guidance 
helped me form habits that have been the foundation of my 
work as a student and teacher. 
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It· Better, though, through this wonderful training, my per
Jg 1 sonal contact with Mr. Sandison developed an inward convic-
1, tion that there were unselfish individuals in this world who 
'a did give young people a helping hand because they were truly 
1a unselfishly interested in them. 

Mr. Sandison made one become all that one was capable of 
being through his calm, dynamic force and fine philosophy of 
life. For me my friend will never die~ "Such souls forever 
live in the boundless measure of love and inspiration they 
give." 

President William Wood Parsons 
W. H. Sanders, Class of 1888 
Oren E. Frazee, Class of 1906 
Dora E. Carver, Class of 1898 
D. 0. Coate, Class of 1896 

Members of the Faculty of the LaCrosse (Wisconsin) Normal School, 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin 

President Parsons was an inspiration to the student body 
by reason of his strength of character, the attraction of his 
refined and dignified manner, and his courteous bearing. 

His ability in accuracy of statement and his fairness in 
clear reasoning made him a power in argument and persua
sion. No other man could say more exactly and forcefully 
what he wished to express. He was a skilled administrator, a 
great educational leader, and these combined qualities made 
him a powerful statesman. 

Howard Sandison 
Professor Sandison was pre-eminently a teacher, his ski11 

in questioning and in conducting a recitation being unique. 
He was a profound thinker, a real philosopher. Much of the 
professional progress the school made, most of the educational 
theories proposed and tried out, the problems solved, were the 
product of Mr. Sandison's philosophic mind. 

Each of these two remarkable school men was the comple
ment of the other, and their ideal team work furnished an 

'· administration to their institution such as few schools have 
been fortunate enough to possess. 
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According to the estimate of a well known prominent edu
cator of today, the educational policies and rare insight of 
these two men into the professional training of teachers made 
the Terre Haute school one of the few outstanding teacher
training institutions of the country. 

In Memoriam 
E. E. Oberholtzer, Class of 1907 
Superintendent of Schools, Houston, Texas 

As one of the many alumni of the Indiana State Normal 
School, I should like to add a word of tribute to President 
William Wood Parsons . 

. I entered the Indiana State Normal School to prepare for 
my life work as a teacher. In the past twenty years, I have 
been in the field at work, and I have had the opportunity to 
test many times the value of experiences and training which . 
I received in the Indiana State Normal School. After thought
ful reflection, it is my sincere feeling that President William 
Wood Parsons was a great educational leader, who inspired 
the student body to measure up to his great expectations of 
a professional career. 

President Parsons impressed me with his most human per
sonality and sympathy in his dealings with the students. 
There were many occasions when I sought his advice, which 
he gave freely in a whole-hearted and fatherly manner. . As · 
President of the senior class, it was my privilege to help 
inaugurate the movement for a Student Loan Fund, and to 
have this senior class make the first deposit in such Loan 
Fund. I was privileged to present this plan to President 
Parsons in behalf of the class, receiving his approval with 
the words, "Fine, fine, this is a great work, young man. This 
will result in one of the big services of our institution". 

President Parsons' name belongs at the top of the list of 
our great teachers in the National Book of Who's Who in 
Education, but best of all, his work will continue to grow 
through those whom he has inspired. Liberal in spirit, just 
in all his dealings, keen in his appreciation of personal fitness, 
he was the beloved leader of those who knew him as an 
educator and useful citizen. 
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'u. I knew Professor Sandison as a teacher in the Indiana State 
of Normal School, where I received my first inspiration in 
le Psychology and Methods. I have not forgotten the keen 
t· intellect, the logical and all-inspiring philosophy of Professor 

Sandison. 
I am sincere in saying that I have never known a greater 

teacher. I believe that were it possible to get a just evalua
tion, Professor Sandison would be ranked as one of the great 
teachers of all ages. He was a pioneer thinker in applied 
philosophy and applied practice in teaching. He found an 
avenue of appeal to every student, regardless of the varied 
interest of the group. He was a teacher of the entire group; 
he recognized limitations in talent as well as superior talent; 
he gave due appreciation to all classes; he was a teacher of 
teachers, possessed of a quality which inspired and fired the 
enthusiasm of the individual to perform. 

Professor Sandison placed teaching on that high pinnacle, 
the topmost rung of all human service. He lives today for 
me as if I were present in his classroom, and the highest 
tribute I can pay to Professor Sandison is the ambition I have 
had in my professional career to do in some measure the pro
fessional service which would meet his approval. His in
fluence has ha9 a great deal to do in keeping me in the teach
ing profession. 

We Cherish Their Memory 
Charles S. Meek 

Superintendent of Schools, Toledo, Ohio 

I should like to add my tribute to the late President Par
sons and the late Professor Sandison of the Terre Haute 
Normal School. The former was an outstanding, educational 
executive in Indiana, and the latter, a rare teacher, who in
fluenced the lives of many people in the service. The influence 
of these men in the educational development of Indiana: has 
been .far reaching and unexcelled. Many educators who yet 
remain in thestate and many men who have found their field 
of service outside of the state owe the inspiration of their 
career to these two men. We who are in this latter classifica
tion faithfully cherish their memory and gladly express our 
tribute of appreciation. 
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A Tribute From a Fine Man to Two Great Men 
Who Were His Friends 
0. L. Kelso, Class of 1879 

Professor Emeritus of Mathematics, Terre Haute, Indiana 

My acquaintance with Dr. William W. Parsons extended 
over a long period of time, from 1876 to the time of his death 
in 1925, a period of forty-nine years. In that time I knew 
him in a social way; I knew him as a teacher, for I was 
privileged to be in his classes for several terms; I knew him 
as lecturer, for I heard him lecture very many times on 
Shakespeare, the Bible, and on educational subjects in general; 
I knew him as an executive, for I was a member of the faculty 
under his direction for nearly thirty years; and I knew him 
as a business man. ' 

. As a social friend Dr. Parsons was a prince. If he had 
been a teacher in the classroom throughout his long life as 
an educator, he would have made an enviable record at that, 
for he was a great teacher. If he had spent his life as a 
lecturer, he would have made a great success at that. But 
Dr. Parsons was destined to become an executive and leader 
of others, and in this field, he was a wonderful success. In 
business he could see very far into the relations that meant 
success. 

Dr. Parsons knew the problem of the school as well as any 
other man of his time. He had rare visions of what the 
school should be and he worked toward the fulfillment of those 
visions until he won out completely. In his early life he was 
criticized for his views as to what should constitute the 
preparation of teachers for the public schools. But he lived 
long enough to see his ideas prevail and to see his opponents 
silenced. 

When it came to going before the state legislature to get 
financial support for the Normal School, he was a power. 
Many a battle was waged and won before that body. He liked 
to fight for a good cause. 

Finally, it was a great privilege to know this man and to 
have become acquainted with him in so many ways. I cannot 
estimate the value of the good influence this man had on my 
life. 
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My acquaintance with Professor Howard Sandison extended· 
over a period of about forty-three years. in that time, I came 
to know of his many good qualities as an educator. Professor 
Sandison and I worked side by side in the same faculty.· It 
was a pleasure to know this man and to see his way of doing 
things. He was the most methodical man I ever knew. He 
was the cl,e11rest thinker I ever knew. His power of analyzing 
the thoughts and efforts of others was very pronounced. The 
impressions he made on the minds of those who were fortunate 
enough to be in his classes were very lasting. 

The work of Professor Sandison was supplementary to that 
of Dr. Parsons. These two great pioneers worked together 
without any- lost motion. They struggled together for many 
years to the end they sought and in this they succeeded ad
mirably. Neither, probably, could have reached the goal 
sought without the aid of the other. 

It is a splendid idea to put up some kind of memorial to 
help keep in memory the work of these two great Normal 
School men. 

I Have Never Known His Equal 
· C. B. Macy, Class of 1918 

Superintendent of Schools, Bremen, Indiana 

It was· my privilege to be graduated from the Indiana State 
Normal School during the time that William Wood Parsons 
was president. That he ranks among the foremost educators 
that Indiana has produced is conceded. As an educator and· 
administrator combined, I have never known his equal. The 
State Normal School is a monument to his great ability. 

My knowledge of Professor Sandison has come largely from 
others. He was a pioneer in psychological study and re
search. He wielded an untold influence in inspiring students 
with whom he came in contact to approach the business of 
teaching in a scientific way and with a desire to give nothing 
less than their best to their calling. 
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Their Influence Is Felt From the Gulf to the 
Lakes and From the Atlantic to 

the Pacific 
H. H. Radcliffe, Class of 1896 

Head of Science Department, Decatur, Illinois, High School 

I recall distinctly a remark made back in the 90's, in the 
Chapel of I. S. N. S. The speaker said, "You people here in 
Indiana do not appreciate Professor Howard Sandison. In 
Boston we consider him one of the foremost Psychologists of 
the day." I think we who sat at his feet appreciate more and 
more as we grow older, what an inspiration his words have 
been in our work. 

Mr. Sandison led me, as no other man has, to see the under
lying, the basic idea, in whateve'r project was to be under
taken. I can see him now, and hear him as he stands before 
his class. Some said he was stern; not to me. I can see his 
sympathetic smile as I saw it on more than one occasion when 
I was in school there. 

His influence, and that of President Parsons, for whenever 
one is mentioned, the other is recalled, are felt, not alone in 
Terre Haute and Indiana, not only from the Gulf to the Great 
Lakes, from the Atlantic to the Pacific; but wherever their 
pupils have gone. 

President Parsons not only knew Kant and Des Cartes, he 
knew each one of us and called us by name. And that is 
part of his greatness. The thoughts of these two men will 
go on forever : 

"Our echoes roll from soul to soul, 
And grow forever and .. forever." 

Tireless Creative Workers 
Mr. Alza A. Brewer, Class of 1923 
Mrs. Alza. A. Brewer, Class of 1922 

Mr. Brewer is Principal of the Connersville Junior High School 
Connersville, Indiana 

In the passing of W. W. Parsons and Howard Sandison, the 
cause of education in Indiana lost two of its most tireless, 
creative workers. 
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Their prophetic vision, sound wisdom, and intensity of pur
pose will always be an inspiration to those who came into 
contact with them. 

Their careers were always full of the utmost activity; they 
were always giving their entire energies and intellectuality to 
the cause of constructive education. 

Their capacity for friendship made them understanding 
friends of every boy and girl. 

An Appreciation 
James H. Tomlin, Class of 1883 

Former Superintendent of Schools at Shelbyville, Terre Haute, and 
Evansville, Indianapolis, Indiana 

It was my privilege, first as a stud~11t of the Indiana State 
Normal School, later as a member of "the Board of ·Trustees 
for a long period of years, to see Messrs. Parsons and Sandi
son at their best. They made a strong team, one as chief 
executive, the other as teacher. Both men were scholarly, 
earnest, progressive, and thoroughly imbued with professional 
zeal. 

Mr. Parsons possessed an abundance of common sense and 
worldly knowJedge so necessary to an executive; Mr. Sandi
son was a keen, analytic thinker and philosopher. He has 
had few equals as a classroom instructor. 

These men filled their respective positions with rare ability 
and unusual success. As fruit ripens and mellows with age, 
so they as the years advanced, became broader in their in
terests and sympathies, and their efforts in the field of educa
tion ripened largely into a work of love. 

It is difficult to measure the influence and worth of these 
two great teachers, but it may be predicted without doubt 
that the fruition of their lives and work will be felt in genera
tions yet to come. 

"No life can be pure in its purpose and strong in its strife, 
And all life not be made richer and stronger thereby." 

When the last word in the history of education of Indiana 
shall be written, the names of Parsons and Sandison will do 
honor to the pages as great leaders in popular education, and 
as strong advocates of Normal School Work, and the profes
sional training of teachers. 
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They Were at Home in the Company of the 
World's Greatest Thinkers 

Rudolph A. Acher, Class of 1902 
Professor of Education, Indiana State Normal School, Terre Haute 

Indiana 

William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison were both 
men of extraordinarily great native ability and versatility. 
Dignity, poise, force of character, and high ethical purpose 
were part and parcel of their very nature. They were noted 
for their resourcefulness. They seemed to have reservoirs 
of reserve energy almost untapped except in times of great 
crises. The fields of literature and philosophy had a remark
able fascination for their amazing analytical minds. They 
were at home in the company of .. the world's greatest philos
ophers and thinkers. They were such masters of English that 
their diction was almost perfect in both form and elegance. 
In short they had in full measure all those qualities so indis
pensable for true leadership. Their outstanding personalities 
commanded respect and attention, not only in the classroom, 
but also on the lecture platform, and wherever men gathered. 

Indiana has been singularly fortunate that two such splendid 
leaders devoted their time and energy to the field of educa
tion in the state for almost a half century. The ennobling 
influence of their lives and their teaching is enshrined in the 
hearts and minds of thousands of those who came into close 
touch with them and will forever echo down the corridors 
of time to their honor and glory. Who could wish for a more 
wonderful immortality? 

President W m. W. Parsons 
He Left His Mark in the Minds and Hearts of His Students 

Professor Howard Sandison 
He Never Abandoned His Role of Scholar and Gentleman 

Curtis A. Hodges, Class of 1899 
Manager Indianapolis News, Indianapolis, IndiaRa 

During my course at the Indiana State Normal, President 
Parsons made a deep impression upon me as. a man of sound 
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and progressive educational ideas, a fine spirit of public 
service, and an ideal executive. My work since that time lias 
taken me to all parts of the state in several capacities and 
brought me into contact with thousands of Hoosiers. I have 
observed, with growing interest, that the whole spiritual and 
intellectual life of the state bears in some degree the imprint 
of his personality. He left his mark, perhaps, not so much 
in his contributions to the art of teaching and in books on 
the subject, though these were notable, as in the hearts and 
minds of his students. They in turn transmitted,. them to 
the young school children of the state, and thus was set up a 
perpetual and ever-widening sphere of influence and inspira
tion. The period between 1885 'and 1921, the span of his 
active service as head of the school, will probably in time 
come to be known as the Parsons era in the growth of Indiana 
culture. 

Professor Howard Sandison first introduced me to the 
mysteries of the mechanism of the human mind. He had the 
manner and poise of the true scholar. While in his position 
as vice-president, he served ably as an assistant to Dr. Par
sons in the administrative work of the school. He impressed 
me chiefly by his classroom emphasis upon thoroughness and 
diligence. He was himself a man of pure and highly cultivated 
intellectual habits, and even in his most exacting moments 
as a disciplinarian, he never abandoned his role of scholar 
and gentleman. He left upon the teacher population of the 
state an abiding respect for the element of personality in 
instruction. 

In the Art of Questioning I Have Never Met 
His Equal 

I. M. Kenworthy, Class of 1906 
County Superintendent of Schools, Martinsville; Indiana 

Vice-President Howard Sandison was a keen, wonderful 
thinker. His rare ability to analyze subject matter made him 
one of the greatest Indiana educators of his day. The gift of 
arranging material in a logical, methodical order was a part 
of him; and he was successful in imparting this gift to those 
who took work under him. In the art of questioning, I have 
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never met his equal, far less his peer. His analytical, logical 
nature was such, that when he planned a lesson, not one ques
tion, step or device could be changed by addition, position, 
or subtraction without marring its completeness. He was a 
teacher and a moulder of teachers. 

President W. W. Parsons frequently relieved the physically 
tired and mentally anxious students by his policy of reason
ableness. He was a strong advocate of a reasonable amount.of 
effort and a reasonable amount of time spent in the prepara
tion of a lesson. He often mentioned this policy in chapel 
exercises and it went home to the student body. This en
couraged and caused many students to remain in the institu
tion, who otherwise would have dropped out before they 
became adjusted to the classroom methods. 

His ideal of the purpose for which a student attends an 
institution, such as I. S. N. S., ei1couraged and inspired stu
dents to do their duty . 

. His views were that 90% of the student's time and effort 
should be spent in the preparation of his lessons; that each 
student enrolled should choose a course of study and pursue 
that course, ever keeping in mind the completion of the course 
and graduation from old I. S. N. S. 

Words Fail Me When I Seek to Express My 
Gratitude for Having Known Dr. William 

Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison 
Floyd Miner, Class of 1913 

Superintendent of Schools, Pendleton, Indiana 

We sometimes hear it said that an institution is the 
lengthened shadow of an individual. The State Normal is the 
lengthened shadow of Dr. W. W. Parsons, ably assisted by 
Professor Howard Sandison. 

I spent some time at the State Normal as a student in both 
the Normal and College courses. I always had an admiration 
for Dr. Parsons and Professor Sandison. It was my pleasure 
to sit at the feet of the latter. I have never known a more 
thorough, patient, and ardent teacher. He was analytical in 
his thinking, always seeking to convey his thoughts to the 
young mind in clear-cut fashion. 
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Dr. Parsons said to me on one occasion, "Howard Sandison 
has one of the most analytical minds I have ever known. He 
could have been a great corporation lawyer, had he chosen 
that line of work." · 

It was my good fortune to live in Professor Sandison's home 
one year, along with thirteen other young men. He was 

: always anxious about our welfare, seeing to it that everything 
pointed to our comfort. 

Dr. Parsons was a true friend to the students. Well do 
I remember my first interview with him. I was nervous and 
uneasy, but he soon made me forget all this. He had the 
happy faculty of calling us by our first names. This made 
us feel that we knew him and that he knew us. Dr. Parsons 
was a master in the use of English. Well do I remember 
the old Chapel Exercises, in which he,. used to admonish us 
to seek after the best things in life. 

Professor Sandison was a sincere man in his profession. 
He was never "caught up" by his students. He made thor
oug}J., daily preparation. It was my good fortune to be 
chosen to assist him during two summer terms as an 
instructor. Here I learned to know him very intimately. I 
recall that he always had the welfare of his daughters in 
mind, and he .said, "I want to give my daughters a good edu
cation. No one can take that away from them." This seemed 
to be the heritage which he wished to leave them. 

These two men gave their all to the State Normal. Either 
of them could have gained renown in other institutions but 
they chose to stay with their Alma Mater because they loved 
their work. Words fail me when I seek to express my 
gratitude for having known Dr. W. W. Parsons and Pro
fessor Howard Sandison. They have been an inspiration to 
me as well as to thousands of other students who knew them. 

He Is Outstanding as One ofthe Makers of the 
History and Spirit of Education 'in the 

Middle West 
Laura Frazee, Class of 1892 

Assistant Superintendent Schools, Baltimore, Maryland 

It was my great good fortune to be a student in the Indiana 
State Normal School in the years when that institutio_n re- . ~' j: 
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fleeted the best of Mr. Parsons' ability at organization and of 
Professor Sandison's educational philosophy. The "problem 
of method," as illuminated by Professor Sandison's thought, 
was transferred from the plane of the manipulation of edu
cational materials to that of the activity of children's minds 
as they pushed from point to point in their thinking. 

Modern psychological investigation has since that time· 
swept the educational world onward in its formulation of the 
problems of education and in the modes of their solution, 
but this fact in no way dims the clarity of the light which was 
shed on education in Indiana at that period. Professor Sandi
son's contribution was, in its time, revolutionary, He stimu
lated clear, vigorous thinking in his students. He gave 
direction to effort and tested educational practices by a phi
losophy of life and education. Jie is outstanding as one of 
the makers of the history and · spirit of education in the 
Middle West. 

Their Work Will Live Throughout the ~ges 
Colfax T. Martin, Class of 1897 

Attorney at Law, Danville, Illinois 

The sorrowful departure of President Parsons and Profes
sor Sandison is a distinct loss to the educational world. They 
have both left imperishable monuments in the texture of 
civilization. 

To me President Parsons was the executive thinker. Dur
ing my student life in the State Normal, he taught History 
of Philosophy and attended to his executive duties as President 
of the institution. 

He was always in very close touch with every department of 
the school. He had naturally and instinctively, as well as by 
training and education, a great insight into the truest methods 
and principles of teaching, and the Indiana State N orrrial 
became during his administration the leading school in the 
nation for the training of teachers. 

President Parsons was not only a great teacher but a .won
derful executive officer. He was extremely tactful in getting 
things done for the State Normal. He commanded the high
est respect, not only of the students and teachers of the Normal 
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School, but .of the 1eaders of .Education throughout the entire 
country. 

The fine personality of William Wood Parsons, his superior 
executive ability, and his masterly understanding of the pur::. 
poses of education made him easily the greatest .Normal 
School president of his generation. 

Professor Sandison was the greatest thinker of his time. 
To study under his direction was not only to love him per
sonally, but it was to "drink .deep at the Pierian Spring." 
His students were enraptured at his fine thought analysis. 
His teaching went farther to mold the true principles ·Of life 
into the character of his students, than that of any other 
teacher I have ever. known. If you· studied under Howard 
Sandison, then, you carried the stamp of noble thought and 
high manhood with you all the rest of your days. 

'" President Parsons and Professor Sandison provided ma-
terial which would perpetuate any school for teacher-training. 
Their work will live throughout the ages. 

An Appreciation 
Edwin Lee Holton, Class of 1900. 

Professor of Education, Kansas State Agricultural College, Manhattan, 
Kansas 

I was a "green," awkward country boy from the hills of 
southern Indiana, when I entered the Indiana State Normal 
School in Terre Haute. What I wanted above everything else, 
during those first days in school, away from home, was a 
friend; a friend who had the prophetic vision to look through 
the ·~green," awkward veneer of a country ,boy and see the 
dreams, the ideals, and the aspirations of youth; a friend 
who could and would direct me out of my confusion into a 
pathway that would lead to the realization of my ideals; a 
friend to whom I could go for help and guidance during that 
perilous struggle. A true, genuine friend was my greatest 
need. · I had not been there very long before I found two such 
friends. One of them was President William W. Parsons, 
and the other one was Vice-President Howard .Sandison, 
Prophets, Teachers, Friends. 
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Both Were Intellectual Giants 
Is1·ael Hatton, Class of 1898 

Pastor Methodist Episcopal Church, Plainfield, Indiana 

President W. W. Parsons and Vice-President Howard Sandi
son were "burning and shining lights." Nothing could more 
fittingly symbolize their lives than the "Book and the Torch." 
They were shining examples of noble lives and princely man
hood, whose light will shine to all generations of those who 
believe in the highest ideals of education. 

I gladly pay tribute to President Parsons as a man, as an 
educator, and as an inspiring example, leader, and friend to 
all aspiring youth. He did me an unexpected, friendly favor 
one time when I was a student, working my way through the 
State N onnal. Near the closd of a spring term, I ran out of 
money and asked his advice as to where to go to borrow a 
small amount. He said he would be glad to let me have it, 
lent me twenty-five dollars, and would not even take my note. 
At the end of six months, I returned it to him with interest. 
He WTote me a friendly letter, saying he never thought of 
taking any interest for that small amount for so short a time. 
He always made me feel he was a real friend. He was the 
personification of the finest dignity, yet he was· a genial 
gentleman, always radiating good will wherever he went. 

Vice-President Sandison was like President Parsons in · 
many ways, yet very different in others. They were. alilw · I 

in their ideals of character, in their devotion to the Normal• 
School, in their purposes, and in their ideals and philosophy. 
of education. Yet they were so different that each created • 
his own atmosphere, which everybody realized who spent any· 
time as a student in the Normal. Both were intellectual . 
giants, but each was the complement of the other, each being 
supreme in his OW11 sphere. Both were great teachers, yet 
Sandison devoted all his time and ability to his one mission of I 

creating, growing, and inspiring teachers who should really 
know the pupil as the subject of education, and the nature·. ~fj 
of each subject of study and how to use it to call forth the · 
capay, ties and powers of the student. They seemed never to . ~ 
come into conflict in their work. Parsons was the leader, : 
the administrator, the builder of the organization and equip- > · 
ment of the school. Sandison was the great thinker, the edu- · 
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cational philosopher, the foremost builder of the inner life 
of the Normal, with the educational ideals it imparted to those 
who came to prepare for the great work of teaching. The;v.
helped us to realize that it is not in outward things, but in 
the inward spirit; not in possessions, but character; not in 
what one has, but in what he is; not in what he acquires, but 
in what he. becomes, that we find the real meaning and goal 

, of life and education. May their tribe increase, and their 
mantle fall on their successors to the end of our Alma Mater's 
d~ : 

President Wm. w.·Parsons 
His Understanding and Skill in Handling Administration and Teacher

Training Problems Amounted Almost t? Wizardry 

Vice-President Howard Sandison . 
His Calm, Steady, Imperturbable, and Far-Seeing Mind Made it Impos

sible for Him to Accept Careless Work, Untested and Unproved 
Statements of Fact, or Conclusions Based Upon Them 

E. W. Bohannon, Class of 1887 
President Minnesota State Teachers College, Duluth, Minnesota 

At the time I entered the Indiana State Normal School, both 
Mr. Parsons and Mr. Sandison were members of the faculty, 
along with Mr. Newby, Mr. Carhart, Mr. Seiler, Miss Norton, 

: Miss. Morris, and others, not all of whose names occur to me 
' as I write. George P. Brown, of course, was the president at 
that time; Mr. Parsons at the time of my graduation in 1887. 

The relations, personal, academic and professional, existing 
between Mr. Parsons and Mr. Sandison were of a comple- ' 
mentary and possibly of a supplementary character, which 
relations it has always seemed to me had the effect of reinforc
ing the efforts of both, and of strengthening the purpose and 

· work of the institution. In those days, I knew Mr. Sandison 

1 
better than Mr. Parsons, largely because of more frequent 

. contacts with him, most of which, of course, were in class
~ room work. His calm, steady, imperturbable, and far-seeing 
:. mind made it impossible for him to accept careless work, un-

tested. and unproved statements of fact, or conclusions based 
upon them. All of those who had work under him will 
remember how resistlessly he plied his students with questions 
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remarkably well calculated: to direct attention to facts: and 
considerations that had been overlooked, until the whole range 
of available data had been well sifted and pondered. He 
was a remarkably effective and stimulating teacher. This 
stimulation was not so much of the feelings and the wm as· 
of the intellect. 

I became much better acquainted with Mr. Parsons many 
years later, after leaving the state and after I began admin- tn: 

istrative work myself. It was always a great pleasure and ~1 

satisfaction to meet him at the yearly conferences of the· . 
normal school presidents of the North Central States after 1

> mt 

the development of that organization. He had an almost i Tt 
intuitive appreciation of the elements involved in the impor- , Pa 

tant problems of education, but especially in the field of ad"- Pr' 
It ministration and teacher-training. His understanding and 

skill in handling such problems amounted almost to wizardry, 2!1 

which later was developed to statesmanlike proportions. Had ~~ 
he chosen some other profession, especially law or politics, he , not 

could and no doubt would have become one of the outstanding I 
men of the country in that field. ~aJ 

Eternity Alone Can Measure the Value 
of These Great Men 

R. J. Dearborn, Class of 1900 
President William Wood Parsons and• Professor Howard 

Sandison taught much more than the catalog ever indicated', 
aithough they were masters in their chosen subjects. 

Their lives spoke more louP,ly than their classroom lectures; 
and their personal interest in and contact with· young men 
and women of Indiana counted for vastly more than academic· 
scholarship. Thei:r exemplification of truth and honor; and 
their deep and sincere reverence for things spiritual left no 
room for doubt in the mind of callow youth. Boys and girls 
became serious-minded men and women under their magnetic 
and inspiring touch. 

Eternity alone can' measure the value of these great men. 

unl 

~pi 
nJO, 

tne 

ana 

ana 

!in~ 
!pir 

It 
aenl 

ont 
. lOk 

Be~ 
me~: 

oft 

am1 

of![ 
Orr a 

witn 

num: 
. O[Jif, 

loun 



n 
l1 
! I 
1:, ...._, 

ll: 

~: 

le: 

ot 

t.i 

Of· 

I~· . 

n~ 

~. 

n. 

MEMORIALS 117 

The Impress They·Left Is an Indelible One,. 
So Long as Memory Fadeth Not 

Oscar H. Williams, Class of 1899 
Professor of Education, DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana 

I count it among the most treasured of my early experiences, 
that in the borderland of young manhood, I first came under 
the influence of the two master spirits of our State Normal 
School. I was one of that company of youth who hi the late 
nineties were touched and inspired by these great teachers. 
They were then in the prime and vigor of manhood, President 
Parsons, the profound thinker and practical administrator, and 
Professor Sandison, the grave interpreter and worthy teacher. 
It was my great and good fortune, at a most impressionable 
age, to feel the impress of these men at their best. The im
press they left is an indelible one, so long as memory fadeth 
not. 

It seems but yesterday that I sat in the classes of Professor 
Sandison and felt the sweep and grasp of his mind as he 
unfolded the philosophy of the world order, expounded the 
spiritual principles at work in the world, and revealed the 
mode by which all things complete their cycle and return to 
the point of their origin. It was a rare intellectual exercise, 
and I received there new concepts and insight into the moral 
and spiritual constitution of the universe, that have ever 
since pervaded the deeper recesses of my mind. It was good 
spiritual regimen for idealistic youth. 

It seems but yesterday that I looked upon the form of Presi
dent Parsons, in striking pose and manly bearing, as he stood 

' on the rostrum in Normal Hall. I seem still to hear his vibrant 
voice ring out in masterly exposition of the characters in the 
Book of Job. I seem once more to feel the inspiration of his 

. message as he brought home to us the transcendent importance 
of the work and opportunity that confront the teacher. I 
am once more conscious of a high resolve to make the office 
of the teacher my chosen field of work for a life-long career. 
Occasionally, in those days, I came into more intimate touch 
with this commanding figure, and learned to know of the warm 
humanity dwelling there, of the deep insight into the problems 
of life, the keen sense of humor, sympathetic understanding of 
youth, and the goodwill and kindliness beaming in his face. 
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Again in recent years, as a member of the staff of the state 
department, I came to know President Parsons as a friend and 
counselor on the State Board of Education. Many an hour 
of true companionship, replete with anecdotes and stories of 
older days, a friendship rare and sweet because tempered with 
wisdom and humanity, were the rich gifts he shared with 
uncommon generosity and gentle courtesy. Truly, great 
souls have gone from our midst, and the world is better for 
their having tarried here. 

Great Lives Do Not Go Out, They Go· On 
Robert E. Cavanaugh, Class of 1905 

Director of Extension Division, Indiana·. University, Bloomington, Indiana 

"Great lives do not go out, they go on", is a statement that 
might be as truly applied to great scholars and teachers as 
to soldiers and statesmen. But great nations · have never 
adequately recognized the worth of those who have toiled in 
the fields of progress less known to fame. The beautiful 
chimes, dedicated to the memory of William Wood Parsons 
and Howard Sandison, both worthy representatives of the 
teaching profession, serve only in slight measure to indicate 
our estimate of the value of their work. The greatest tribute 
is our deep feeling of gratitude for having shared the oppor
tunity for contact with their lives. 

The evil that men do lives after them, but the good is not 
interred with their bones. These men, whom we try to honor. 
need neither brazen chimes nor tablets of bronze to commem
orate their achievements. Their work goes on and on. From 
parent to son and daughter is bequeathed the enlightened 
spirit of sacrifice in behalf of universal education, and from 
teacher to pupil, far and wide, is handed down the principle 
that the school should be both an efficient and a humane in
stitution. These are heritages priceless for a democracy that 
would survive. 

Are not, therefore, these poor mementoes which we present 
in honor of William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison only 
symbols to remind us of our obligations to carry on our work 
so worthily and so well that the good which they have done 
may endure and continue to prosper mankind? 
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~resident Parsons 
I Do Not Believe a Finer Specimen of Manhood Lived 

Professor Sandison 
He Was One of the Best Thinkers the Country Has Ever Produced 

T. B. Calvert, Class of 1905 
Principal of Wilson High School, Muncie, Indiana 

It is a very rare thing that two men as great and>noble in 
character and personality as were President Parsons and Vice
President Sandison grow and develop together into manhood 
and labor on into mature years iri such grand harmony and 
nobleness of purpose as did these two men. Theirs was a 
mighty work the magnitude of which no one will ever be able 
to measure. They stood, stalwart team 'that they were, as 

·a powerful, steadying force, not only to the Indiana State 
Normal, but to the entire teaching profession of the State of 
Indiana as well as to the nation at large. It is an honor to 
be requested to pay a word of tribute to these two men. 

Some of us did not have the privilege of their acquaintance 
until we met them in the mature years of their service. 
Former stude:p.ts and graduates of the Indiana State Normal 
will ever cherish away in their hearts and minds the mighty 
ennobling impressions and spirit or soul of these men, and 
carry the influence of their lives to the youth of the entire 
country. 

President Parsons was always big of mind and great of 
soul. I do not believe a finer specimen of manhood lived, His 
great life interest was that of education and the teaching pro
fession, and it is to him and his marvelous mental ability, 
fine intellect, keen reasoning, great energy, long and interested 
service, and mighty executive power that the teaching pro
fession owes more than to any other person in Indiana. Dur
fng his long service as head of one of the best teacher-training 
institutions of the Middle West, he earnestly, eloquently, and 
most effectively preached the gospel of education and the 
teaching profession. 

While President Parsons' executive duties brought him more 
into the open, Dr. Sandison, his great teammate, was equally 
efficient in his more quiet sphere of service. Dr. Sandison 
is remembered by the thousands who came into contact with 
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him in the classroom for his great analytical powers of mind. 
Those who sat in his classes and under the spell of his great 
intellect came out feeling the influence of an intellectual 
giant. He was one of the best thinkers· that our country has 
ever produced. 
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They Became Militant Advocates and Leaders noh 

of Hegelian Philosophy in Indiana reaa~ 
e1tra 

Barton ~- Everman ~·ari 
Curator of the Golden Gate Park :Museum, San Francisco, California ago( 

I am glad to write a word of tribute to the memory of Tn 

William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison. reali1 ... 
I had the very good fortune to be associated intimately with atTf 

them both from 1886 to 1891, and more or less intimately llrJn 
thereafter so long as· they lived. until 

They were both, I believe, in the first class that graduated inrlui 

from the Indiana State Normal School. There they were stu- neaa 

dents of that great educator, William A. Jones, the first presi- Nom 
dent of that institution. Jones was perhaps the most able oio!oi 

exponent of the Hegelian educational philosophy in this in!er1 

country. During the period of his presidency, Dr. Jones had GWun 

a wonderful influence in shaping the educational methods, arrepl 

ideals, and philosophy of his students. Practically every one "ram) 
of his students became a serious, enthusiastic Hegelian, and ~ena 
Parsons and Sandison, being the most able, stood in the van. aJKea 

So that, when they themselves became members of the faculty, ~lliu 
they became militant advocates and leaders of that philosophy lne~. 
in Indiana. ~In u

1 

And it was they who brought to the Indiana State Normal ana af 

School that educational giant, William Torrey Harris, and lne~u~ 
Denton J. Snyder, Shakespearian scholar and interpreter. lneoai 
These two able teachers came usually every year to give lo 0011 
courses of lectures and instruction, which not only kept the · ralcn 

Hegelian torch burning, but added to its influence throughout , tan!~ 
the State. ; n~e~~a 

Dr. Sandison's was the close, unemotional, logical mind, , n 
serious, and with little sense of humor. After having once · a e 

11 

thought out the theory, the method and the means, he was not · !n;l~:( 
easily induced to accept any modification. · He believed that · , 
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there is one best way to do a thing; sometimes it seemed he 
felt there was only one way. When we consider that the 
great majority of young men and young women who enter 
the Indiana State Normal have not been overly much in 'the 
habit of close thinking, perhaps it is well that they. receive 
this close drill and training. 

Dr. Parsons possessed the broader, more liberal mind. 
His mind was that of the lawyer and the executive; perhaps 
not quite so close a reasoner as Dr. Sandison; perhaps more 
ready to change or modify his views; but withal, a· man of 
extraordinary physical and mental power; courtly, urbane, 
gracious and sympathetic, with a keen sense of humor and 
a good mixer. 

There was one trait of Dr. Parsons' character that I never 
realized during the five years I was a member of the faculty 

·r 
at Terre Haute. I never knew then that he ever went fishing! 
I think that form of recreation was a later development. Not 
until the fall of 1900, when, with a number of assistants, 
including my good friend Robert G. Gillum, for many years 
head of the Department of Physics and Chemistry in the 
Normal, I was at Lake Maxinkuckee, engaged in a physical and 
biological survey of that lake, did I learn that he had any 
interest in outdoor sports. At the suggestion of Professor 
Gillum, I invited Dr. Parsons to visit us at the lake. He 
accepted, and Gillum and I met him at the train. We were 
"camping" in a poorly furnished cottage. We expl'ained that 
we had made reservations for him at the hotel nearby. He 
asked us where we stayed and why he should not "camp" 
with us. "If you can let me have one of these cots, that's all 
I need. I want to live just as you boys live." And he camped 
with us! Next morning he was impatient to get out in a boat 
and after the ·elusive bass and yellow perch. He spurned 
the suggestion that one of us go along to row the boat, prepare 
the bait, and take care of the fish he might get. He wanted 
to do it all himself. And when he came in later With a good 
catch, he insisted he should scale and clean the fish. He 
wanted to have the pleasure of knowing he had done all things 
necessary himself. 

He remained with us some time, went out fishing every 
day, and he had such a good time that he bought a cottage at 
the lake, where he came each summer for several years. When 
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with us and not out fishing, he would sit on the porch and 
tell us stories of various kinds. I remember his saying that 
when a boy on a farm in Illinois, he had done about all the 
things that most country boys do on a farm, including steal
ing watermelons! "Yes" he admitted, "I have stolen more 
than a wagon load all told!'' Then I knew Dr. Parsons was 
human. 

Throughout Their Lives They Were Not 
Divided 

George Mackintosh 
Ex-President Wabash College 

Dr. William W. Parsons was a remarkable man. So far as 
his public career was concerne'd, he had only one great 
enthusiasm. While the Indiana State Normal School was 
founded before his time, he was in a large sense the creator 
of this remarkably fine and successful institution. He and 
Professor Sandison were classmates in their youth and 
throughout their lives were not divided. Parsons was an 
administrator and leader. Sandison was a great teacher. 
Together they labored as teachers of teachers for the greater 
part of half a century. Their imperishable influence is felt 
everywhere in Indiana and in many communities beyond the 
borders of this state. 

Memorial Services for Dedication of Chimes 
Honoring William Wood Parsons and Howard 

Sandison, Normal Hall 
June 9, 1927;· 2:00 p. m. 

PROGRAM 
Edgar Webb, '99, President of the Alumni Association of the 

Indiana State Normal School, presiding 

MUSIC 
State Normal School Orchestra 

Professor W. H. Bryant, Director 
INVOCATION 

Reverend John S. Hussey, 1898 
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A WORD OF WELCOME 
President Linnaeus Neal Hines 

Indiana State Normal School 

MEMORIALS 
Miss Blanche Merry, 1898 

Indiana State Attendance Officer 

· ADDRESS 
Hon. Charles F. Miller 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction . 

ADDRESS 
Mr. Marcus Dickey, Class of 1882 

ADDRESS, GREAT TEACHERS 
Dr. William Lowe Bryan 

President of Indiana University 

ADDRESS 
Ed Jackson, Governor of Indiana 

MEMORIAL SONG 
Directed by Professor L. M. Tilson 

THE BOOK AND THE TORCH 
Dedication, Edgar Webb, 1899 
Response, Herbert Lamb, 1927 

President Senior Class 

BENEDICTION 
Reverend Israel Hatton, 1898 

ORIGINAL POEM 
Mrs. Alta Rentschler Hughes, 1898 

UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL TABLETS 
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Memorial SerVices for Dedication of Chimes 
·Honoring William Wood Parsons and: 

Howard Sandison, Normal Hall 
June 9, 1927,2:00 p.m. 

Chairman Edgar Webb, Class of 1899, President of the 
Alumni Association of the Indiana State Normal School, 
presiding. '' 
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Chairman Webb: 
"The~ first on the program is music by the orchestra, two 

hymns that were the favorites of the men that today we 
honor." 

HYMNS 
"Beautiful Isle of Somewhere" 

"Lead Kindly Light" 
Chairman Webb: 

"Will the audience please rise while John S. Hussey, Class 
of 1898, leads in prayer." 

Invocation 
Reverend JohnS. Hussey, 1898 

Our Heavenly Father, we pause and bow our heads in the 
very opening moments of this memorial service to remember 
Thee and to acknowledge the wonders of Thy love ahd 
providential care. 

We thank Thee for this material world and all that it 
means to us. We thank Thee for the world of mind and 
spirit. 

We thank Thee for the prophets and sages of the olden 
day. We thank Thee for Thy son Jesus, the Savior of the 
World. 

We thank Thee for great men and women of wisdom and 
vision and power, who have blessed the world, some of whom 
it has been our good fortune to know. 

We thank Thee for the opportunity that is ours today to 
pause to drink at the fountain of inspiration which memory 
opens for us all this afternoon. 

We thank Thee, our Heavenly Father, for the life and in
fluence of William Wood Parsons, and for the life and in
fluence of Howard Sandison, ministering as they did, directly, 
to so many, who in turn carried the blessing of their influence 
out to the remotest communities of our great state. 

We thank Thee that the idea of preserving the memory 
of these beloved leaders has been fully realized in the form of 
fine, enduring, objective realities. 

We pray Thy blessing upon our State and Nation and upon 
those in authority over them. 
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We pray Thy blessing upon the Public School System of 
Indiana and upon him who is charged with the responsibility 
of administering the same. ' 

We pray Thy blessing upon this Institution, upon its Presi
dent, its Faculty, and its student body. 

We pray Thy blessing upon the Alumni and Friends of the 
State Normal School, present and throughout the world. 

We pray Thy blessing upon the homes and the children of 
Indiana. 

And now, our Heavenly Father, we pray that Thou wilt bless 
this day and this hour and these exercises to the good of 
every one of us. And we pray that Thou wilt bless the memory 
of our beloved leaders, to whom we dedicate memorials today, · 
to the good of the generations yet unborn. 

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus, Thy Son and 
the World's Savior. Amen. r 

Chairman Webb: "It is a matter of very great pride to 
me that I am permitted to stand here today. I think without 
question this is the best and the biggest Alumni Day this 
institution has had. 

"Two years ago, at the state luncheon, during the Teachers 
Association at Indianapolis, the Memorial Service, following 
shortly after .the deaths of William Wood Parsons and Howard 
Sandison, was held. At that meeting a project was started 
for raising $25,000 for establishing suitable memorials; com
mittees were appointed; the work was prosecuted; and today 
we have the fruition of the ideas. Chimes are installed; the 
beginning of the Living Memorial Fund has been contributed, 
and tablets calling attention to these two memorials have been 
erected, to be unveiled later this afternoon. 

"The committees who have worked at this have done it as 
a labor of love. They respected these men; they honored 
them; and they find that this idea has awakened a wonderful 
response, as I am sure this audience will agree by the time of 
the close of the exercises today. 

''We are very sorry to have to announce a telegram from 
Everett Sanders that urgent matters in Washington com
pelled his return to that city immediately following Com
mencement at Indiana University. Of course we can imagine 
what is going on in Washington just now, with Lindbergh 
about to land and President Coolidge about to leave. 
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"We are greatly honored this afternoon in having with us 
Mrs. Parsons. We greatly regret that Miss Lois Sandison 
could not leave her work in the East to be with us." 

"A word of welcome from President Linnaeus Neal Hines." 

A Word of Welcome 
Linnaeus Neal Hines 

President Indiana State Normal School, Terre Haute, Indiana 

We have gathered here today to honor the memory of two 
great educators, whose careers were a great part of the his
tory of this institution for a generation. We are also honor
ing those other men and women who were members of our 
faculty and who have passed on into the great adventure. In 
honoring all these, our dead, w~ honor ourselves. These 
friends of ours passed through their periods of preparation, 
they did their work well, they endeared themselves to their 
students and those who came into contact with them, they 
finished their careers as all must do, and they left behind them 
memories that are blessings and inspirations to succe~ding 
generations. 

Today we dedicate chimes to the memories of William Wood 
Parsons and Howard Sandison. We likewise dedicate a living 
memorial to the memories of all those other dead who labored 
among us for a while and are now asleep. To you who have. 
come here today to honor these, our dead, we extend a word 
of welcome. May these exercises be an inspiration to you 
in the years to come! May the goodness and mercy of God 
go with you through all the years that follow.! 

Chairman Webb: "One who knew intimately William Wood 
Parsons is with us today, and has proved by his authorship 
his right to speak on this subject. I take very great pleasure 
in introducing Mr. Marcus Dickey, who will speak on this 
subject: 'William Wood Parsons'." 

William Wood Parsons 
Marcus Dickey, Class of 1880 

Beginning and End are dreams. That which is can never 
cease to be. The end of birth is death; the end of death is 
birth. 
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Undeniably this belief, this faith of our Hindu kinsmen, is 
as mysterious as it is sublime~ 

How we enter this plane of existence, why we enter it, 
how we leave it, and why we leave it-never yet in the history 
of man have we had the answer to these questions:· 

And why we live where we live and when we live, that also 
is a mystery. . 

Why did William Wood Parsons live in the age of Woodrow 
Wilson and not in the age of Cromwell or Charlemagne or 
Pericles? We know not; he himself did not know.: 

One October evening, when he was a young professor, thirty 
years old, he stood out there with a group of students on the 
banks of the Wabash. For aught we know, the genius who 
composed the immortal song may have been gazing on the 
sycamores across the river as we were, for he, like us, loved 
to stroll down to the banks of our historic stream in the sunset. 

( . 

We fell to reflecting on our river; the stream rolling softly 
along in the light of the rising moon; a river at night; a 
mysterious drama; the willows calling to it in vain; as noise
less and irresistible and irreversible in its course as the rota
tion of the globe. 

Its head was far away in the Grand Reservoir of Ohio. But 
that was just our ignorant way of talking about it. Back 
of the Reservoir were tributaries, and springs; back of the 
springs, the rain, and clouds, the wind and the sea, and that 
was mystery. 

Then some one recalled an inspiring page in an old Eclectic 
Reader: Life was a river. The stream would bear us on, 
leaving our joys and griefs behind. Whether rough or smooth, 
its course would be ever onward, till the roaring of the ocean 
would sound in our ears, and the floods would be lifted tip, 
and we would take our last leave of the earth and its in
habitants; and of our further voyage, there would be no wit.,. 
ness but the Infinite and Eternal. 

Life was a mystery, life was a river, a mighty river .. 
The span of mortal existence for William Wood Parsons 

was 75 years; the beginning, the frame house down here on 
Seventh Street; the end, the grave yonder in Highland Lawn 
Cemetery. 

Like other men, he had to live in the clash and contention 
of the world. His life was a web of mingled yarn; it had 
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its fitful fevers; but above all, it was a treasury of light and 
nobility. 

Truly it is a theme of large proportions. What we say of it 
here is but a fragment of what might be said. 

First, William Wood Parsons was a lover of nature. 
Yonder is our river, 

Which to its rolling water drew 
His truant feet when life was new. 

He loved to meditate upon it. Its legends, its very name 
was music in his ears. Some one called it the Rhine of 
Indiana. In the fire of youth, he thought that might be true. 
The day might come when its tide would be spanned by bridges 
that would be an ornament to the architecture of the land. 

All around our city, in his early, day, were gigantic trees, 
on a rolling table-land, extending back to the prairies, which 
gave our city its fanciful name. I have walked with him 
among those trees. I. recall his amazement over the magic of 
nature, that in a period of four hundred years, could build 
the oak, the monarch of the forest. Who can estimate the 
influence of those great trees on William Wood Parsons? 
Who can tell how much the giant oak contributed to the 
backbone of his character? 

At another time, he reflected on the significance of our 
Western plains and mountains. Things were to be done there 
on a comprehensive scale. There was to be depth and 
grandeur in the hearts of men that would correspond to the 
magnitude of nature. Otherwise, why should the world roll 
on, and why was America discovered by Columbus? 

It was his opinion that our vast Northwest would be the 
empire of greatness for our Republic in the future. And is 
not that proving true today? Our Northwest is solving 
problems of civilization that we on the Atlantic side of the 
Rockies have not the courage to tackle. 

Second, William Wood Parsons was a lover of great litera
ture. His interpretation of Shakespeare was an inspiration. 
Had he devoted his time exclusively to the study of the great 
master, he could have written books that. would have been: as 
useful as the comments of Henry Norman Hudson or Richard 
Grant White. 
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When I was a Normal student, I heard him lecture on 
Shakespeare every time there was an opportunity, and I would 
motor a hundred miles this afternoon to hear him again to
night. 

Who that ever heard his voice m one of those great 
soliloquies could ever forget it? I recall him in one from 
K•ing Lea1·: 

"This is the excellent foppery of the world, that when we 
are sick in fortune, often the surfeit of our own behavior, we 
make guilty of our disasters the sun, the moon, and stars : 
as if we were villains by necessity; fools by heavenly com
pulsions; knaves, thieves and treachers, by spherical pre
dominance; drunkards, liars and adulterers, by an enforced 
obedience of planetary influence; and all that we are evil in, 
by divinEL_thrusting on: an admirable evasion of whore
master man to lay his goatish disposition to the charge of 
a star." 

Then our Shakesperian scholar would fall to repeating those 
phrases, and every phrase would burn like liquid fire, 
"planetary influence", "heavenly compulsion", "enforced 
obedience", "villains by necessity." 

"Fie on this foppery of the world! We are what we make 
ourselves, not what the planets and the stars make us." 

Doubtless, in later years, he tempered his enthusiasm to 
some degree on this point, but how splendid it was to see the 
flash of his power in those days of youth, the impulse we 
needed then, and the spur we need today! 

His love of literature stimulated a love of it in other men. 
One day here in the library, I fell in love with Emerson. I 
was filled with the desire to own his essays. It was near the 
end of the term and I was out of money. As usual I went 
to our young Professor Parsons about it. 

"Have you something to sell?" he asked. 
"No," I answered, "Yes, I have a watch." 
"Sell it," he repeated, "sell it and buy the books." 
Recalling that a young fellow up here in the corner of Clay 

County had offered me ten dollars for the watch, I went to see 
him, walked eight miles in the country from a little station on 
the Big Four, found him in a harvest field. He did not have 
the ten dollars. Eight dollars and fifty cents was all he had. 
"Let me have the money", was my plea, "here is your watch." 
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The books were down here in a bookstore on Main Street, 
the Ess-ays (first and second series), Society and Solitude, 
Miscellaneous, and Conduct of Life. A whole week I had been 
yearning to buy them, going down each evening to see them, 
five little volumes, bound in gray with crimson edges. 

I bought them, and that summer, every Saturday after-
. noon, and on Sunday, when there happened to be no preach
ing at church, I read Emerson. At the g~tes of the forest, 
with Emerson in my hand, the majesty of nature was entranc
ing. 

To this day those books kindle a fire in my heart that other 
books fail to kindle. My fascination for them goes hand-in
hand with Longfellow's love of the Sketch-Book. When I open 
their pages, I open doors to latitudes that are stimulating and 
heroic. ' 

I know you will not accuse me today of blowing my own 
flute. What I say of myself is, beneath the surface, in praise 
of the master of my State Normal day. Many achievements 
in my life and the lives of other young men of that day can 
be traced back definitely to the inspiring wisdom of William 
Wood Parsons. 

Third, he was inspired by great men and wanted others to 
be inspired by them. There was a sanity in his love of great 
men that kept his heart open to the better side of their nature. 
Their imperfections did not blind him to their distinguished 
qualities. 

The coming of two great men to Terre Haute illustrates the 
point. One day the transcendental philosopher, Bronson 
Alcott came. He was a venerable octogenarian, had been born 
a fortnight before George Washington died. He was distin
guished for his conversational powers, had held conversations 
in the principal cities of the United States. 

It seemed a condescension for him to come to Terre Haute. 
Our "Prairie City" was not the commercial center she is now. 
Then she· was emerging from her pupa state. Hitherto she 
had been known as an agricultural town. But she was big 
enough for spacious streets adorned with shade trees. Oh, 
the shadows of those trees in the moonlight, every street an 
avenue for lovers! 

Well, the philosopher came, although there had been some 
opposition to his views in our faculty. His daughter, Louisa 
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May Alcott, had once remarked that her father was a man 
up in a balloon with a rope attached to it, the lower end tied 
to a tree. He could not float away in space, nor on the other 
hand, would he permit his family to pull him down to the 
ground, where he might mingle with human beings. 

This view of Alcott had preceded him westward ; neverthe-
. less our young Professor Parsons insisted that our State 
Normal Mother receive the philosopher with open arms, and 
she did. We came together in the assembly room. There 
behind a table sat the philosopher. In front of him 'were city 
clergymen and lawyers and visitors from other points in In
diana and Illinois. They plied him with questions. 

"How old are you?" 
"Eighty-two, and I expect to round out a hundred." 
The Fates denied him that good fortune, but it was magical 

to see his right arm round out a hundred. 
He talked about the dual nature of man, the flesh and the 

spirit. We are two beings, he said; one is the Angel, the other 
the Deuce. 

There was a clergyman present who was not in sympathy 
with him. 

"Who is this Deuce of whom you speak so fluently?" he 
asked, thinking to trap the philosopher . 

Instantly came the answer: "I am amazed, sir, that you 
have lived so long with him and have not known him." 

We listened for two hours, and those hours "still glow in 
memory. It was a big day for the State Normal, and always 
we students believed that it was primarily due to the in
fluence of Professor Parsons. 

One October day in the Garfield and Arthur campaign, 
Roscoe Conkling came to Terre Haute, the man who was 
known by millions of his fellow men. 

Conkling was not up in a balloon ; nevertheless there was 
some criticism of him in our faculty. However, by special 
arrangement with the committee, the long campaign proces
sion was to halt in front of our Normal Building. The great 
orator was to speak to students five minutes. We assembled 
out there near the fence on Sixth Street, a thousand students, 
and back of us, crowding our front yard, was more, a throng 
of great expectations. 

The procession halted, Conkling rose in his carriage, bowed 
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to the throng, and then sat down and gave command to drive 
on. We never knew why he declined. tci speak. 

The disappointment was extreme. Standing by my side 
was the idol of our student days, D. M. Nelson of Remington. 
Instantly came the impulse to break away from recitations 
that afternoon, something we two exemplary fellows had 
never done. Cutting through the procession, we ran to the 
Wigwam yonder on the Court House square, our hearts pant
ing like a lizard. We found a place for our anticipations 
about thirty feet from the platform and there we waited two 
hours for the crowd to assemble and the orator to appear. 

Somewhere in a biography, Julius Caesar, the dominating 
figure of his age, is made to stand, figuratively speaking, 
eighteen feet high in his sandals. So Roscoe Conkling seemed 
to stand on the platform that day~ a physical and intellectual 
giant. 

He spoke for two hours and a half. Again and again the 
demonstrations in his honor were overwhelming .. Afterward 
I learned that we listened to one of the three great speeches 
of his history; the other two being his speech in Congress on 
the blunder of the Union army at Ball's Bluff and the speech 
nominating General Grant in the Chicago Convention. 

We came away from the Wigwam in a quiver of enthusiasm. 
That night Nelson came to my room. It was reported that 
we would be called to account by President Brown. That was 
crushing. 

When we have been tremendously enthusiastic or happy, 
according to the old myth, the Nemesis, the grand leveler, 
stands just around the corner to throw the wet blanket .on 
our enthusiasm. 

I do not know about that, but this I know: I had a chilly 
experience that night; I lost sleep. I had been taken from 
a warm fire and locked up in a refrigerator. 

Next morning my friend and I went to Parsons. If we 
had to face the President, we wanted to do it then and be 
over with it. 

"Where were you?" he asked. (I think Parsons knew 
where we were for there was no look of surprise on his face 
when we told him.) 

He looked us straight in the eye for a moment and then 
made this remark: "Wait till this afternoon; we have a 
faculty meeting a few minutes before one o'clock." 
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And that was the end of our distress. We did not have 
to face the President. And to this day I believe that Pro
fessor Parsons was our friend at court. 

He knew that young men could be inspired by gr{:lat men. 

Fourth, he was a lover of his commonwealth, the State of 
the Union we call Indiana. And that love includes his devo
tion to our State Normal School, for primarily, our institution 
came into existence for the welfare of the state. 

Unmistakably this is a theme of big dimensions:·and our 
time is limited~ 

One day in the class room, he considered the significance of 
childhood. We could control the destiny of the state, men 
would be upright in their social, political, and religious rela
tions, if we, in our educational system, would go down deep 
into: the kingdom of childhood. The great question for all' 
educational institutions was the upbuilding of men. Childhood 
was the father of manhood. 

To emphasize the thought, he read a passage from Herbert 
Spencer's Education, a book that was then coming to the 
notice of educators in our Middle West:· 

"How to live, that is the essential question. Not how to live 
in the mere material sense only, but in the widest sense. The 
general problem which comprehends every special problem is 
the rightful ruling of conduct in all directions under all ci-r
cumstances. In what way to treat the body; in what way to 
treat the mind; in what way to· manage our affairs; in what 
way to bring up a family; in what way to behave as a citizen; 
in what way to utilize all these sources of happiness which 
nature supplies. How to use all our faculties. to the greatest 
advantage of ourselves and others. How to live completely." 

In every school room of our Indiana there was a throne, 
and the king or queen on that throne was the teacher. We 
talk eloquently about the republic of letter~, but there is a 
greater republic, one that goes down into the kingdoms of 
might and up into the heavens of light, the republic of 
education. 

At a later period an Indiana Governor called a meeting to 
consider educational questions. Various educational institu
tions were represented, and many remarks led to false con- . 
elusions. After listening patiently awhile, President Parsons 
arose and' in substance this is what he said: "All around 
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us, reaching to the border-lines of our state, is the call of 
childhood for our utmost endeavors, and here we are, blunder
ing; wasting our time on questions of secondary importance; 
the fate of the next generation hanging in the balance. Let 
us go home and devote our time and our thought to the bring
ing up of the children." 

And they did go home; the meeting soon adjourned, the 
men returning to their respective institutions with the thought 
of grave responsibilities on their shoulders. 

President Parsons was the watch-dog of our treasury. And 
what is our treasury? The children of Indiana. The moral 
welfare or ruin of the state depends on our treatment of the 
children. 

Fifth, President Parsons could inspire a great friendship. 
In one friend he deepened a rever~i1ce and love for the State 
Normal that was as sacred as it was enduring. 

I recall the first time I heard that friend's voice. It was 
one of those silent nights when the streets were filled with the 
glory of the moon and shadows. I had been out with some 
fellows on a serenading excursion, and we had come around 
to the front steps of the Normal building. Presently we heard 
voices across the street, and there on a veranda was our Pro
fessor Parsons with his friend, the two men in love with two 
lovely women. I recall hearing such words as Cordelia and 
Hern1ione and bride, and what a gracious gift a woman is 
to man, and how she can be for him the queen of enchanted 
lands of love. 

I am not quoting their words but their thought; and I am 
wondering now if those heavenly ways of courting women are 
gone with the days that are no more. 

Onward through life this friend was ever steadfast and 
honorable. There came a day when President Parsons had 
to look into the grave of his little child. Then came days when 
his son in the golden promise of young manhood was stricken 
down and the father had to say, He is dead. And then in 
heaviness of heart, he saw the wife of his youth fade away 
in grief and sorrow. 

In those lonely days came his friend with the balm of con
solation. 

Then came a day when President Parsons saw the old State 
Normal building go up in flames and down in ashes. Then 
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there were days when he had to look straight into the face 
of darkness, days when our State Normal was threatened with 
mutiny and disorganization. In those dark days his friend 
stood by him like a man lashed to the mast of a ship in the 
~~. . 

This friend was a deep thinker. He could give himself 
with all his power, matchless power, to considerations of 
philosophy. He was profoundly in love with wisdom. Truly 
he was a philosopher. Here, in this circle of friends, who 
loved him, I voice his name in profound admiratioli, Howard 
Sandison. 

And now once more we are here amid commencement scenes, 
as others were in former days back to the summer of 18'72, 
when William Wood Parsons, in the first graduating class, 
went forth in the morning of life with his dream of elevating 
the lives of men. 

What an animating scene is our commencement week, when 
the sons and daughters of their Alma Mater, ·with "dazzling 
ideals of the future," go forth to homes of love, to fields of 
prominence in these United States. 

Their influence has been felt in universities from coast to 
coast, their voices have been heard in the coliseums of national 
conventions: In the valleys of the Mohawk and the Ohio; on 
the shores of the Great Lakes; on the banks of the Mississippi; 
in the land of the sunflower, where the full moon swings up 
the sky and floods the great plains with radiance; in the 
broken confines of the Rocky Mountains; in the Land of the 
afternoon on the shores of the Pacific, east and west, are 
graduates and undergraduates whose lives ornament the habi
tation of their adoption. From the ship and the street, from 
the village and farm, up to the very door of sovereign power 
in our national government, there are men and women who 
look back with pride and gratitude to the institution that has 
made its appeal to the higher attributes of human nature and 
kept steadfastly in view the improvement of mankind, our 
State Normal School on the banks of the Wabash. 

I do not underrate the work of any man who has contributed 
to the good name of this institution. Exceptions in well-doing 
or qualification are out of order on this occasion. All in all, 
members of our faculty make a worthy line ; they are lifted 
up in the march of civilization. In that line are the life and 
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aspiration, the work and the reward, of two outstanding men, 
Howard- Sandison and William Wood Parsons. Other lights 
burn with lustre; they are illustrious. 

Oh the world is fair today upon the Wabash; 
On our vision flame those lamps of yesterday; 
In the tide of time, those fadeless lights are gleaming 
On the banks of the Wabash, far away. 

Chairman Webb: "I have very great pleasure and honor 
in introducing Mr. Charles F. Miller, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction." 

Address 
Mr. Charles F. Miller 

.... 

Mr. Chairman and Friends of Education: 
It is with some degree of pride and pleast1re that I come 

to you today, representing in an official way the greatest pro
fession of the State of Indiana, to add our word of apprecia
tion to the great work that has been accomplished by the men 
whom you are honoring here this afternoon in this memorial 
service. 

I believe that the victories of peace are greater than the 
victories of war. In the wake of war there follow hate, 
avarice, revenge. In the victories of peace there follow friend
ship, good will, love. And in the forefront of those that make 
up the great army of peace today, I believe the teacher stands 
in the front rank. And in this great republic of ours, repre
senting as it does the greatest democracy on the face of the 
earth, I honestly believe that its future prosperity, its future 
hope, its longevity, depend upon the men and women who have 
the direction of our public schools. And I believe that in 
order that these men and women should measure up to the 

· highest expectations that we could have for them, it is neces
sary that they be trained by men and women of great minds 
who are noble, pure, industrious in character and in heart. 
And as we look out over the field of education irr this state 
today, as we think of the great things that have been accom
plished in an educational way, we can, · I think, point ~with 
pride to those who have laid the foundation of the ~public 
school training in this state of ours. 
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I believe that if Shakespeare could come back to earth, some 
of the things he has written he would write over, and I be
lieve that he would write today that the good that men do lives 
after them. And as 1 look around this platform, af) I look 
into the faces of this group of men and women, it seems to 
me that I see a demonstration of that fact, because here are 
those who in their teens, as boys and girls, in their young 
manhood and womanhood, came under the influence of these 
two great educational leaders, Howard Sandison and,William 
Wood' Parsons: Hallowed be their memory! 

Chairman Webb: "Had Mr. Everett Sanders been able to 
be present, he would have appeared on the program at this 
time." 

Chairman Webb: "We are especially proud to have as our 
guest·this afternoon. the Governor of Indiana; The course of 
public school legislation in this state has not always been an 
easy one. The attitude of the people of Indiana in the last two 
or three years .has been that the state schools deserved a more 
stable and abundant support. That thought' had' encourage
ment. and. backing of a very real· kind, that is necessary in 
sessions of the Legislature,. and it is a matter of pride to the 
friends of higher education in Indiana that the Governor was 
right there with that kind of support. 

"I take very much pleasure in introducing Ed Jackson, 
Governor of Indiana, who will speak on 'The Normal. School 
and.Edu,cation in the State'.~' 

The; State Normal School 
and 

EducatioR in Indiana 
Hon. Ed; Jackson· 
Governor. of Indiana 

If I may be permitted: to go ba:ck to· the beginning, 1 wish 
to invite your attention to the provisions of1the Ordinance of· 
1787; under wHich the Northwest territory· was: organized. 
This ordinance antedates the Constitution of the· United'' 
States; and as ·our State is a parf of that' Northwest territory, · 
we are concerned' today, and· every day; with· its provisions· 
for the education of its people; 
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The Ordinance of 1787 says: 
"Religion, morality, and knowledge, being neces

sary to good government and the happiness of man
kind, schools and the means of education shall be 
forever encouraged." 

I make another quotation, this time from the Constitution 
of the State of Indiana: 

"Knowledge and learning, generally diffused 
throughout a community, being essential to the 
preservation of a free government, it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to encourage, by all 
suitable means, moral, intellectual, scientific, and 
agricultural improvement, and to provide by law for 
a general and uniform syste:Jll of common schools, 
wherein tuition shall be without charge and equally 
open to all." 

Under these wis~ provisions, the school system of Indiana 
has been developed. Repeatedly the courts have held that 
every seeker after knowledge should have his opportunity, no 
matter whether the seeker lives near the most obscure district 
school hidden away in the hills or lost in the far outstretches 
of the prairies, near the graded school or high school of the 
town or city, or whether he wishes to sit at the feet of the 
masters in the magnificent institutions of higher learning, the 
State of Indiana gives, without charge, this training that he 
wants. No institution or interest has, in the more than a 
century of Indiana history, shown a greater development than 
has public school education. It is a magnificent history, one 
worth careful and detailed study. Education occupies today 
front rank in our thought. Magnificent buildings for high 
schools and grade schools, substantial salaries for teachers, 
larger encouragement by the State Legislature, greater de
mand for trained men and women in the usual walks of life, 
all testify to the esteem in which our people hold the public 
school system of the state. 

That this system receives in taxes over $76,000,000 annually 
from our people is sufficient evidence that it is a first rank 
interest. It is right that the people should be so devoted to 
education. The greatest asset any community or state has is 
the human value. Considered as a social power or as an 
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economic asset, the lives of little children have greater possi
bilities than our lands or our mines or our forests or our 
waters. With the realization of their worth and with that 
realization emphasized by an investment of $76,000,000 
annually in training them, we come face to face with the per
sonal equation: To whom shall we entrust the expenditure of 
this immense sum annually, and on whom shall we lean for 
the wise direction of these seekers after knowledge? 

A half century ago the State of Indiana committed itself 
to the creation and maintenance of the Indiana State Normal 
School. Its purpose was the training of teachers. Even then, 
fifty years ago, the state was arriving at the point at which 
it could say that there was a right way and many wrong ways 
to teach. It believed then, and has continued to believe, that 
it is economic wisdom to provide experts to train young minds 
and to administer public school funds. 

It took years for this idea to be recognized fully. There 
were those who said that the whole idea was foolish and that 
there was no need for the Normal School idea. It took nearly 
twenty-five years to establish the thought fully. We have now 
reached the place where we would not consent to any impair
ment of the Normal School idea or plan in Indiana. We have 
even committed ourselves to an additional Normal School, the 
one at Muncie, which operates as the Eastern Branch of this 
school, and which through the munificence of friends, is grow
ing a thousand times faster than the parent school did at the 
same time in its life. The last session of the legislature 
recognized the needs of the Normal School more fully and on 
a better basis than ever before. 

Emerson said that an institution is the lengthened shadow 
of a man. Back of every achievement somewhere, you will 
find a man or some men. The State Normal School did not 
reach its proud position without vigorous personalities, to 
plan. to dream, to urge action, to show how, to execute. The 
two men who, more than any others, made the State No~al 
School, were William Wood Parsons and Howard Sandison. 
Theirs were the dreams, theirs the plans, theirs the executive 
actions. 

It is ·fitting that the Alumni should have erected these 
memorials. It is fitting that they should have installed these 
chimes; that they should have erected these tablets; that they 
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should have created the Scholarship Fund, in order that these 
permanent, never-dying testimonials may bring to us and to 
our successors, the memories of those who for forty years 
labored to establish in Indiana the idea of the training. of 
expert teachers. 

Chairman Webb: "Th~re has always b~en a close relati9n-. 
ship . and ii:iendslJ.ip behyeen th~ St~ie !'rorn)al S<:!hool andi 
Indj::ma Upiyer~it;y:. · M~ny students, in· the days when I; was 
here1_ felt tl1!'\t tlJ.~y. must go to the University iif,ter finishing, 
the work !}ere to, get the a(f(fi~iol}al, information and know:!.:. 
edge. and_training that they n~eded_. The President, of Indiana 
University is here today to speak to Ul3. This year he finishes
twe~ty-ftye gl9:ri!:m~ y~ars of s~~v}ce ~ the hea~l of Il}dianp., 
Upiversity: · The $tate owes hjm..: ~ debt it. can never repay. 
He was an admirer and a close friEmd of J:)octor- Parsons and 
Howard Sandison, and we are glad, i11d~ed,, :Ooctor Bryan, to 
have a mess~ge froi!l you/' 

Address 
• 1 1 •• -:c. .. 

Dr. Wmiam L()we ~1:yan 
~resident. Indiana University_ 

Mpre thai].. fiftY.- years, ago. th~ Indian~ State :N"ormal School 
was; establ~shed· unq~r- the. le~dership of: !?resident Jones. 
Pre~i~ent Jon~s w~s- u:nd9ubt~dly. a man) oft extraqrdinacy: 
power. 1 do , npt ~n9w thi~ d!rectly_ sinGe I never! knew him; 
However, rp.embers of th~ f}.rst facuJty. h~ye told~ me of the 
marvelous influence which th~ ~r,e~~d~nt~ ex~rted oyer. their! 
ideas a11d: spirj.t. !Ie)~rqu.gP,t. to~ tP.el11 profound~ philosophical 
id~a:s w:ith the,fe~vm.:- of; a religion, so_ that soon his ideas and 
fe~or. · qomin~~Cf: tl}e teaching of the· entir,e faculty, At· the 
saJ;ne time, th,e~~~ i:rft!lences wel!e, qrought· to. bear, with com.,. 
pelling _pow:er UP,Ol}-.t4~ Y011I1g.-people who- entered· as students. 
As. a resuJt the;re c~me fr:om the. State N' ormal School in its. 
ea,rly, q~ys a. group. w:ho_.be~arp.~ national leade:rs,. in .education~ 
Ofthes~ none: ~xe:r.ted. a. gr,eat~r influence than, How:a1·d Sandi-. 
son and William W. Parsons. Mr. Sandison, relieved. as. he 
was from.·. administrativ,e dutjes,. gave- the whole strength. of 
his P,Qwerf,uj. mind. and ,noble. 4eart. to the work • of teaching. 
Pr,e~ident ·Parsons was1 also a great teacher, J::>.ut. also a· great 
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·administrator. It was his :'part through the years to o1iga'nize 
the forces ·by which the ideas 'permeating the school 'should 
permeate the state. Twenty years aftei· the founding ·of, the 
State Normal School, it is certain that the ideas of ~hat in
stitution were more genetal and more influential amongst the 
teachers of the state of Indiana than any other. Innumerable 
times I have talked with stU.deiits ·Of -the second, third, and 
fourth generations, who, like the first ·disciples of the school, 
were filled, as far as they were capable according .to their 
ability, with profound ideas and with the zeal of religion. 

It is doubtless true that the students subjected to these 
influences will carry them through life. I have never known 
man or woman once soaked in Sandison's philosophy who ever 
escaped from it. I have never known any other teacher whose 
teachings went so deeply into so many people. I wish to add 
this word. 

Dr. Sandl.son combined in an astonisl}.ing degree two 
"virtues of the intellect" (I heard him read a paper on this 
subject) which are seldom found together; persistence and 
humility. He gave himself with all the po~er of his mind 
to the conquest of a great logical system. Most men who do 
this are locked in their own system, prisoners for life. He 
was eagerly willing to be corrected, to receive from any source 
truth which he had overlooked. I have never known any other 
philosopher who equalled Dr. Sandison in this fine virtue of 
the intellect. 

The strength of mind which made President Parsons a suc
cess in his ·chosen field would have made him a success in 
many other fields of high endeavor. I sometimes had the im
pression that he regretted not having been a lawyer. If he 
had entered the law, he would undoubtedly have been a great 
one by reason of the strength of his mind and the force of his 
will. The success which he and those associated with him 
achieved should encourage others to have faith in the power 
of great ideas to exert real influence in a democracy. 

Chairman Webb: "We come now to the more personal 
part of our program. It must n'ot be forgotten that these 
memorials are not only in honor of Pi·esideiit Pai·sons arid 
Vice-President Sandison, although 'they are the prinCipal char
acters; these are memorials to others, members of the faculty 
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and students, as you will after while hear. I introduce Miss 
Blanche Merry, State Attendance Officer, who will speak on 
'Memorials'. Miss Merry." 

Memorials 
Miss Blanche Merry 

State Attendance Officer 

Memorials are as old as the human race. Primitive man, 
in an effort to immortalize his name or deed, would set up 
a stone or carve on a rock or mark a tree. ,These. simple acts 
were efforts to express that human longing to be remembered, 
not alone by his own children, but by his children's children. 

Even casual readers of history must note, that along with 
the progress of civilization, there 'are to be noticed changes in 
the type and purpose of memorials established. As I have 
said, the earliest ones were simple in design and purpose, 
while later there came an age in which powerful kings built 
palace tombs wherein they expected their souls would delight 
to return and house themselves through the centuries. , These 
tombs were equipped with all material wants which the 
builders anticipated would be needed. 

At other times the great ones immortalized themselves by 
building marble temples, dedicating such to a god. Others 
would build arenas, where, on certain festive days, the 
builders' names or fame would be proclaimed to the people. 
There were left beautiful statues, paintings, pieces of archi
tecture, carved and painted, and beautifully designed, to im
mortalize either the artist or some one famed for a great 
deed. 

To the student of history, these mute tributes of men's 
efforts to be remembered are most interesting. Seldom was 
it found that the builders had in mind a greater service than 
that of merely carrying forward to future generations their 
names or their fame. It is only in later days that the idea 
has consummated in the act wherein individuals erect a 
memorial to another making such memorial serve to the 
comfort and joy of others, rather than to the donors or to the 
one immortalized. In this day it is not uncommon for men 
and women of great wealth to endow a university or a library 
or a laboratory, the only purpose being that their wealth may 
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serve the nation or the world in a wider way. Groups of 
citizens band themselves together for the purpose of creating 
a fund, the fund to be used in the name of a worthy citizen, 
but the service to be given to the sick and suffering, the 
maimed and unfortunate. 

We .view with tears of sympathy and smiles of joy, the 
sweet spirit of sorrowing parents wh(), bereft of their son or 
their daughter, erect to the memory of the lost child a beauti
ful home or dormitory. The parents, although passing to 
Golgotha, can find solace and joy in giving comforts and beauty 
to the children of more fortunate parents. This unselfish 
spirit is the mark of a large soul. 

Yet history teaches us that the old memorial stones have 
weathered and decayed, the names of the builders of the 
massive palace tombs carry little significance. These monu
ments stand more as massive books, which, when opened, tell 
the reader of the hatred and cruelty of the builder. We read 
of the taskmaster's lashing the workmen to the dreary tasks, 
tasks which hardened the soul and developed hatred and fear 
rather than love and service. Earthquakes and floods have 
destroyed monuments of beauty; war and erosion have 
brought material monuments to naught. 

We know that these mellow tones which we lovingly dedicate 
as a tribute to our master teachers, will in time be stilled, 
this tower will crumble away. To the end that we may make 
a memorial more enduring than marble or stone, we, this day, 
launch this happily named Living Memorial, assured that, as 
it carries on the memory of inspiring leaders of this institu
tion, it will enrich the living present as it assists worthy youth 
to carry forward the torch of light. 

Storm and time cannot destroy our love and adoration for 
those splendid leaders who have gone to the Far Country; 
nor can it deprive us of the memory of those who so faith
fully guided us; nor will the fellowship of our Alumni ever 
be lost to us. Therefore, The Living Memorial Fund is dedi
cated by the Alumni and friends of the Indiana State Normal 
School as a memorial to : 

Its Presidents 
William A. Jones, 1870-1879. 
George P. Brown, 1879-1885. 

William Wood Parsons, 1879-1921, Class of 1872. 
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Alumni-Faculty 
Howard Sandison, ,Class ·of 1872, Vice..,President, •Professor of 

Psychology and Methods. 
Michael 'Seiler, 'Class of 1873, Professor of Geography, Pro

fessor of German. 
William B. Woods, Class of 1877, Professor of Grammar and 

Composition. 
Arnold Tompkins, Class of 1880, Professor of Literature, I. S. 
'N. S., Professor of Literature, University of Illinois, Presi

·dent, Cook County Normal 'School. 
Albert Ross 'Charman, .Class of 1883, Professor of Methods 

and Practice. ' 
Ulysses 0. Cox, Class of 1889, Professor of Biology. 
William A. McBeth, Class of 1895, Associate Professor of 

Geography and Geology. 

Faculty Members 
Lewis H. Jones, Professor of Reading, I. S. N. S., Superin
tendent of Indianapolis Public Schools,· Superintendent of 
Cleveland Public Schools, President of Ypsilanti N<?rmal 

School. 
Cyrus W. Hodgin, Professor of History, I. S. N. S., Professor 

of History, Earlham College. 
Charles Redway Dryer, Professor of Geology and Geography . 
. Robert Greene Gillum, Professor of Physics. 
James Harvey Baxter, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, 

Professor of Mathematics, Muncie Normal .School. 
Beatrice 0. Sanders, Professor of Music. 

Alumni 
Our Alumni, Classes from 1870 to the present time, who have 

gone into the Great Adventure. 

Chairman Webb: "The privilege and honor for the first 
. deed following the dedication of these memorials that show 
our devotion to the ideals of these men have been reserved for 
the .Senior Class, the class of 1927. Mr. Lamb, President of 
the Senior Class, you were entrusted on Founders Day, last 
January, with a book symbolizing the knowledge to which 
these our two leaders introduced us, and with a torch symbolic 
of the inspiration they created in us. You were instructed to 
report today on your custody of these two symbols. Are you 
ready to report?" 
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Address of the President of the Senior Class 
to the .President of the Alumni .AssodatiQn 

·(Class :standing) 

Mr. :President of the Indiana State Normal Alumni Associa
tion: 

On Founders Day, January 6, this year, as representative 
of the Alumni Association, you entrusted to the class of 1927 
the preservation -of a beautiful tradition which honors .the · 
Founders and Builders of this great school. 

It was impressed upon us that the tradition must never be 
broken; that the men and women of this school, who served 
mankind loyally and reflected glory upon the high cause to 
which the school is dedicated, shall ever be honored. 

In recognition of the obligation we owe to those who have 
served nobly, in the past, The Parsons-Sandison Living Mem
orial Fund has been established. In commemoration of this 
fund, a fitting tablet has been erected in the halls of this 
college. 

Mr. President of the Alumni Association, in recognition of 
our obligation to the great work of those who have gone 
before, the class of 1927 was given .a·:sacred trust. Emblematic 
of the noble service of the past, a lighted torch and an open 
book were placed in our care. 

The book symbolizes truth which was imparted here and 
which has been carried by the Alumni to the uttermost corners 

· of the State of Indiana and to the farthermost parts of our 
nation. 

The torch symbolizes the inspiration which accompanied 
the teachings here and which inspires the Alumni to "carry 
on" after leaving this college. 

I, as president .of the class of 1927, now return to you the 
lighted torch and the open book. 

In recognition of our obiigations to the ,past .benefactors 
and to those who .are to come in the future, a new beam of 
light has been added to the torch flame, and a new line has 
been written in the book of honor, in the material fulfillment 
of the class's pledge, which I now present .to you, in the form 
of a check for $1,000.00, which is to be added to the Parsons
Sandison Living Memorial Fund. 

.I 
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The class has fulfilled this obligation and kept its pledge n1 

as a loving tribute to the memory of our noble dead, those !1 
men and women who gave their lives to the uplift of man- !~ 
kind through the scientific training of children. 

Chairman Webb: "The class of 1927: I know I voice the 
sentiments of the Alumni, friends, faculty, and Board of 
Trustees, when I return our thanks for this remarkable gift. 
The gift is the more remarkable because of the fact that you, 
I presume, did not have the privilege, not one of you, of 
sitting at the feet of these leaders. Possibly very few of 
you ever knew them at all. So the gift is the more remarkable 
because their inspiration has carried over to you. I con-· 
gratulate you and I know with this devotion, with this spirit 
of getting at the heart of things, you will do well. My 
thanks and good wishes. ' 

("The check's what he said it was, too. Right there. I 
think I'll just hand that to Mr. Hines for the fund.") 

Dedication 
Edgar Webb 

President Alumni Association 

If we turn the pages of history, we shall find, that on every 
occasion where it is possible, people have met in dedicatory 
services. A study of these services is extremely interesting 
but I wish to call your attention today to two such services 
and call to your minds words that were spoken at each of 
them. 

The dedication of the Temple at Jerusalem, during the 
reign of King Solomon, was one of the outstanding occasions 
of the sort of which history tells us. After thirteen years of 
labor, the temple was finished. It was constructed of cedars 
from Lebanon; marble from Hermon; gold and silver from 
Tarshish; and other materials from all parts of the civilized 
world. In the presence of thousands of people, King Solomon 
conducted the dedication service. The principal part of this 
service was a prayer to the Eternal. It is one of the longest 
prayers recorded in the Bible. It is of the usual style of 
the imaginative mind of the oriental and it abounds in imagery 
and in petition. At the close of the prayer, King Solomon 
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hesitated, turned to the people assembled before him, and 
stretched out his hands in blessing, and in that blessing, he 
said these words: 

"May the Eternal be with us, that He may move 
our minds always to live as He lives, to obey His 
orders, His rules and regulations which He laid 
down for our fathers." 

The other dedication service to which I invite your atten
tion was one in American history. I refer to the.·dedication 
at Gettysburg. You all remember the occasion and the cir
cumstances. And you remember that the orator of the day 
was Edward Everett, but the oration of the day was given 
by President Lincoln. You remember the words, but I wish 
to recall to your minds a few of the sentences he spoke at 
the close of his address. He said this: 

"We cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this 
ground. The brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here, have consecrated it far above our 
poor power to add or detract. It is for us, the 
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here so nobly ad
vanced." 

The duty· and the opportunity then remain with us, as it 
did with the Children of Israel at the dedication of the Temple, 
and as it did with the American people at the dedication at 
Gettysburg. . 

It would be unfortunate if we were merely to take pride in 
the material accomplishments revealed today; if we should 
feel that the installation of the chimes, the creation of the 
Living Memorial Fund, the erection of the tablets, were our 
whole duty. 

It would be more fitting, if in the words of Solomon, we 
move our minds to live as our two. leaders lived, and if, in 
the words of Lincoln, we feel that it is for us, the _living, 
here to be dedicated to the unfinished work which they who 
fought here so nobly advanced. 

Chairman Webb: "At this time we will sing the Memorial 
Song. I will ask the audience to stand for the singing and 
then please be seated immediately after the singing because 
there's a little further ceremony." 
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Singing ~of Memorial Song 
Chairman Webb: ·"t don't thirik ariy idea has ever 't::i.ken 

hold of the State Normal Alumni as this idea o'f the Memorial 
F'und. I am glad to introduce Mrs. Alta Rentschler Hughes, 
who will read a poem of he1• own ·composition at 'this time." 

Poem :by Mrs. Hughes 
Chime On, Ye Bells 

Mrs. Alta Rentschler Hughes of Indianapolis, Class of 1898, 
read this poem, which she had written, when the chimes .first 
were rung at the dedication: 

Chime on, ·ye 'bells, chime 'on! 
Today your voice we dedicate 
To bear aloft the strains of music 
Laden with the memory of men made famous 
By their years of consecration, 
By their sympathy and love 
For the ·youth of Indiana. 

Chime oh, ye bells, chime on! 
As you ring out recollections, 
Fonder grows our deep affection 
For the lives of two, teachers, 
Like their Master, lived to serve. 
What a world ·of inspiration your melody colilpels! 

Chime on, ye bells, chime on! 
Till every soul that passeth by 
Shall lift his heart to God 
Because they lived. 
As the waters of the Wabash echo back the melody sublime, 
0 bells, chime on·! Chime orr! 

Chairman Webb : "The unveiling of the tablets will follow 
immediately after the benediction. It is to be regretted that 
the location of the tablets, which you will ag-ree is th~ only 
suitable location, in the hall of the building that these two 
men lived and worked in-it is to be regretted that the loca
tion is such that all of us here cannot see. President Hines 
will lead the way for our speakers, our specially invited ·guests, 
for the officers of the Senior Class, and as many as can withess 
the unveiling. The tablet on the north wall, devoted to the 
Living Memorial Fund, will be unveiled by .Lawrence Me-
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Turnan, who has been, above every one else, the moving spirit 
in this whole project. The tablet on the south wall will be 
unveiled by Sanford Keltner, President of the Board of 
Trustees, and by 0. L. Kelso. Botii· of these men were stu
dents of these leaders, whom we honor today. May we remain 
seated while we have the benediction and then President Hines 
will lead the way downstairs. 

"The benediction will be by the Reverend Israel Hatton 
of the class of 1898." 

Benediction 
Rev. Israel Hatton 

Oh God, standing as we do here upon the mount of peace, 
our souls have been inspired. May the influence of this pro
gram and these exercises this afternoon have upon them Thy 
abiding blessing and upon the memory and influence of those 
whom we honor. May their influence roll from soul to soul 
and grow forever and forever, and may the peace of God, 
which passes ·an understanding, keep our hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. And the blessings of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, rest upon us and abide 
with us all now and forever. Amen. 
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