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CHAPTER I

TIm PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TEm~S USED

For some time, many educators have been Quite concerned

about the passive attitude that many high school students tend

to display toward city govermn.ents .• · This investigator knows

of no other study now in existence which attempts to determine

why high school students do not take a greater interest in city

government •

I. THE PROBLE11

Statement of the problem. It was the purpose of this

study (1) to determine the amount of interest that the high

school seniors in Terre Haute, Indiana, already had in city

government; (2) to show the difference between the knowledge

the seniors had of the Federal Government and the knowledge

they had of the Terre Haute, Indiana, Oity Government; (3)

to present student attitUdes toward city government; and (4)

t.b find.·out why the seniors do not have more interest in city

government.

Importf:lllce of the study. Local government, and municm

pal gover1:l.merrt' inlocalgover1:l.mellt, has. b~en conf3idered by

many asa very important aspect of democracy. Tt has been
.! .; I\~j

,~tlJ:'0tJ.f?,1J.!t1J.eXq.~eof'i6ea.lgo'Vernmentsthat the people in' this

) I)) )

) ) .~, .)

1 "J)



II. DEFINITIONS OF TEmillS USED

crease in the number of non-voters has claimed the attention

2

Gist and Hal~ertl

INoelP.Uistandr...•. .A. Halbert ,Urban Society (New
Thomas Y. Crowell Company., 1948), p. 379.

'Seniors. Throughout this study, the word senior was

great land of ours have governed themselves.

York:

on to say that most persons display a startling apathy toward

political rna tters. In'« fact, he said that half of the eligible

voters, or more stay away from the polls, a t almost any munici-

of many men and women interested in-good government. He went

has attempted to discover why 'high school students do not have

said that one of the greatest obstacles to the improvement of

AustinF • Macdon,ald, American .Ci ty Government and
Administration (New'York: Thomas Y.Crowe.ll Company, 1947),
p • .271.

municipal government has been public indifference to important
,2

local issues. Macdonald states that in recent years the in-

day are the potential leaders of tomorrow" this investigator

pal election. Realizing that the high school students of to-

more interest in city government.



III. SOURCE AND LIMITATION OF DATA

the one hundred highest scores on the questions in Part II of

·Source of the data. All of the data used in this ·study

This study was limitEld to highLimitation of the data.

s.chobl seniors of the four high schools mentioned above. This

was done, because seniors are the only high school students

High-score ~roup. For the p\lrpose of this study, the

high-score group was those public high school seniors who made

the questionnaire.

City government. The terms city government and munici

pal government were used synonymously throughout this study.

They referred to the governments of those incorporated cities

which have attained a population of 2,500 or more.

ministered by this researcher to 396 highschool seniors en

rolled in the four high schools in Terre Haute, Indiana. The

high schools represented in this study were Indiana state

Teachers College Labbratory School, Garfield High School,

GerstIlleyer HighSChool, and Wiley High School.

were secured from a questionnaire. The questionnaire was ad-

Low-score group. The low-score group was those seniors

who made the one hundred lowest scores on the questions in

Part II of the questionnaire.



IV. ORGANIZATION OF REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

used by others to alleviate a critical situation.

Due to the controversial nature of some of the data which

Oivics is the coursewho would have had a course in civics.

It is unfortunate that this study was made during the

in which the unit on city government is presented in the

Terre Haute high schools. This study was, as far as this

researcher could determine from ,the library facilities avail-

able, one of the first of its kind; therefore it did not pro

pose to present a solution to the problem. It was essentially

a fact-finding enterprise to establish evidence which could be

.
the Oity Government) were selected for #urther annalysis. The

The one hundred questionnaires which contained the

highest scores on Part II (the series of factual questions on

same thing was done for the one hundred questionnaires which

contained the lowest scores on this part. These papers were

tabulated again in the same manner as all the others had been,

except that this time the ones with the highest scores and the

this study were very cooperative. Because of this cooperation,

it was believed that the results of the study was not altered.

was obtained, the superintendent of the Terre Haute Oity-Schools

requested that the data not be broken down according to schools.

last few weeks of the school year when the seniors were very

busy. However; the seniors and faculty who participated in
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lowest scores on the factual city government questions were

tabulated separately. The responses made by the high and low

score group on the sections dealing with home, school, peers,

and personal attitudes were compared to determine what rela

tion there was between the interest had in city government by

both groups. Again this data was put in table form. By arrang

ing the data in this manner, it was felt that it would be pos

sible to observe some possible causes for the apparent lack of

interest in city government on the part of the seniors.



OHAPTER II

REOENT THOUGHT ON AOTIVE OITIZEN PARTIOIPATION

Little has been written in regard to the interest

in municipal government assumed by high school seniors.

This investigator was unable to fina any other study which

attempts to determine why high school students do not

take a greater interest in municipal government. .A brief

swnmary of the literature which was available in the

Indiana state Teachers Oollege Library will be given.

Literature on the education of citizens for munici-- --- ------- - '

pal government. JUdd,l in discussing the ignorance of

voters in regard to local government, states thDt voting

statistics continually indicate the voters' ignorance of

the relationship of his local government to the national

and interna tional picture. lIThe brief attention given to

the study of local government in the schools in comparison

with the time given to national government implies a similar

attitude in the teachingprofession.,,2

1
DorthyL. Judd, tlKnow Your Town,lt National Munici-

pal Review, 38:171, April, 1949.

2 Ib,id." p', .17}.



Judd states that in order to correct this situation,

the schools need to do the following things:

1. To see the community as an entity and as
a problem of governl)lent, and to develop a "sense
of belongingTf to the community;

2. To think of government as the agency of the
community for serving its own common good;

3. To learn to evaluate government on the basis
of the adequacy and efficiency of its services and
to think of governmental structure, laws and charters
as a means to that-end;

4. To think of government as a living process,
meeting changing conditions and requiring adjust
ment to change;

5. To think of local government as the bulwark
of democracy and freedom, the training ground for
citizens;

6. To stimulate the future citizen to work for
a two-fold objective:

a. To promote changes in government necessary
to adapt it to changes in modes of living, in science
and invention, and in social ideals,

b. To preserve the two key characteristics
of' democracy: contr~l by the people and service
to the common good.

Nadig and Carlson4 state that unless our cities make

expert use of public relations by incorporating it as an

official municipal function, local government may become

3 Ibid., p. 175.--','.....;.;'... , .. "".,

4 '. . ..
Henry Nadig and Eric Carlson, "Local Government's

story, tl Nationa.l Municipal Review, 38: 73, February" 1949.

7



~ I

8

gradually undermined by pUblic apathy and popular misunder

standing possibly to the point of moral and fiscal bank

ruptcy. They made such a claim, because they felt that

public apathy is perhaps the greatest threat to our demo-

cratia way of life.

Municipal public relations were defined in the 1'01-

lowing manner: "Municipal public relations is the conscious

official use of practic"al methods expertly applied to pro

duce a fully informed, understanding active citizen inter~

ested in local government. tt5

In discussing the apathy of many citizens toward

school elections, Bruce6 made the following statement:

Apathy toward- elections is a besetting civic sin
of Americans. That the presidential election of
1948 brought out less than 55 per cent of the voters
may be one explanation of the results which have
given businessmen and conservative citizens so much
concern. But this disturbingly low vote was vastly
higher proportionately than the school elections in
which members of boards of education are chosen or
school bonds are approved or voted down. Interest
ineducatiollal welfare is indeed too low, if the
average school election is considered.

5, Ibid .• ,p. 75.

6 William George Bruce", nApa thy in School Elections,"
.Americah School Board JourEal, 118: 48, February, 1949.



CHAPTER III

PRESENTATION AND TREA~HENT OF DATA

After studying this particular problem it seemed that

the Questionnaire was the best means by which information

could be obtained in the shortest p'ossible time from a large

group of students.

Development ~ the guestioggaire. All of the Que~

tions were designed to obtain the desired information from

each student. The Questionnaire1 contained forty-one

Questions which were broken down into six parts.

Part I was a series of factual questions which dealt

with the Federal Government. These eleven questions were

an attempt to discover what the students knew about thei~

Federal Government. The following questions were included

in Part I:

1. How many United states Senators are therein

the United states Senate?

2. For how many years is a United States-senator

-elected?

3. Who is the head of the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation?

.11\ copy of the.questionnaire is'inclUded in the
Appehdlx~
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4. Who is the Secretary of Defense?

5. The president of the United States is elected

for a term of how many years?

6. Who is the Secretary of state?

7. Who makes the laws in the Federal Government?

8. Who is the Ohief Justice'of the United states

Supreme Oourt?

9. Which of the following types of national govern

ments does the United States have? (1) coalition, (2)

monarchy, (3) representative democracy, or (4) fascist.

10. Which political party has a majority in Oongress?

11. Which one of the following men is a member of the

United states Senate? Mr. Schiek, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Jenner,

Mr. Eggleston, or Mr. Seaman.

Part II was a series of eleven factual Questions which

dealt'with the students' Terre Haute City Government. Each

of these Questions were matched with one of the questions in

Part I. For example, Question number one in Part I asked the

students how many members there are in the United States

.Senate, and Question number twelve in Part II asked the stu

dents how many.members their Oity Oouncil has. The purpose

of this matching yvl;tsto determine :the difference between

what the studentskn.ew about their Federal Government and

what they knew. about theirOity.Go"Vernment.. It was also

intended that Part II should help to determine how much
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in.terest the students have in their City Government. The

following questions i~ere included in Part II of the ques

tionnaire:

12. How many members does the Terre Haute City

Council have?

13. For how many years are members of. the Terre

Haute City Council elected?

14. Who is the·" Chief of Police in Terre Haute?

15. Is Terre Haute a 1st·, 2nd., 3rd., 4th., or

5th. class city?

16. The Mayor of Terre Haute is elected for a term

of how many years?

17. Who is the City Clerk of Terre Haute?

18. Who makes the city ordinances in Terre Haute?

19. Who is the City Judge in Terre Haute?

20. Which one of the following types of city govern

ments does Terre Haute have? (1) city manager, (2) mayoI'--

b i ty caunci 1, or (3) comrni s s ion.

21. Which political party has a majority in the CitJ

Council.

·22. Whic.h one of the following men is a member of

the Terre Haute City Council? Mr. Jones, Mr. Staller, Mr.

Heady, Mr • Fox, or Mr. Roe.

Parts. III, TIT, and V, were questions Which dealt

wi t.h the attitudes and. actions of the students f parents,
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their school, their peers, and their own personal attitudes

and actions. It was ~elieved that in this way it would be

possible to see what effect these factors had on a student's

interest in city government. Their interest was determined

by the number of correct answers made on Part II. In

answering the questions in Parts IIi, IV, V, and VI, the

students were given the following instructions:

If your ansWer IS yes, circle the ny". If your

answer is no, circle the "N." If you, your friends, or

parents are indifferent, circle the "I". I~ you do not know

the answer, circle the !!?".

Part III was a series o~ questions which attempted to

determine the effect of students' home environment on his

interest in municipal government. The following questions

appeared in Part III:

y N 23. Do you hear your parents discuss the city

government from time to time?

y N ? 24. Do your parents usually vote in city general

elections?

y N ? 25. Do your parents usually vote in, city primary

eleotions?

Y N I? 26. Db your parents.feel that it is important for

them to ;take an; interest in the city government?

Y N I? 27. Db your. pa.rents feel that it is an honor to be

a '.01ty .···off io ial?',



your other classes?

eluded in Part IV are listed below:

Y N 29. Have you had a course in Civics?

13

of city government?

government?

33. Do you take an interest in your own school

28. Do your parents encourage you to take an in

terest in the city government?

Part IV contained five questions which pertained m

, Part V was a series of three questions which was an

Y N I

i', c",

citygovernIll~n.t are of real importance to them?

from their school experiences. The questions which were in-

the attitudes and knowledge the students might have acquired

in your Civics class?

Y N ? 30. Did you,'or will you, study city government

Y N 31. Do you ever discuss city government in any of

Y N I

attempt to discover what attitudes the students' peer group

might have toward city government. The questions which were

Y N ? 32. Do your teachers tend to encourage a discussion

meeting of a city council?

Y N 35. Do you hear your friends discuss the services

of the Gity government from time to' time?

Y N I? 36. Do your .friends feel tha t the services of the

included in this part follow:

Y N I? 34. Would your friends like to go with you to a
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In Part VI, there were five questions which attempted

to discover what the students' own personal attitudes toward

municipal government was. The following questions were con

tained in this part:

Y N I 37. Do you like to follow the activities of the

city government by listening to the news

broadcasts or reading the newspaper.

Y N I 38. Do you feel that you would be more inter

ested in our City Government now, and in the

future, if you could vote when you reach the

age of eighteen?

Y N I 39. Do you feel that there is much relation be

tween your well-being and the services offered

by the city government?

Y N I 40. Do you feel that it is an honor to be a city

official?

41. If a city does not have a good goverrunent,

who do you think is to blame? (Write a short

answer) .

Although there were six parts to this questionnaire,

the copy which was answered by the students, appeared as

a continuous series of questions., 'No reference to any divi

sion was made to the students.
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operation of the faculty members of the schools represented,

this investigator was able to administer the questionnaire.

The seniors were asked to answer the questions to the best

of their ability, and all possible steps were taken to pre

vent cooperation of the part of the seniors. It was re-
,

quested of all seniors that they relrain from putting their

own name or the name of their sohool on the questionnaire.

Each senior was assurea that his frankness in filling out the

questionnaire would in no way effect his standing in the school

or the standing of his sohool in oomparison with the other

high sohools in Terre Haute. Such assurance, it was felt,

caused the seniors to give mor~ accurate and independent

answers to the questions.

Tabulation of the data. The first step in the tabula-

tion of each questionnaire was to make the first twenty-two

questions on each paper either right or wrong. Parts I and

II were marked separately. There was a possible soore of

eleven on Part I, the series .of questions on the Federal

Government, and a possible score of eleven on Part II (the

series on their City Government). At this point, all the·

qaestionnaires were numbered, and the soores made by each

student on. both Parts I and I! were record.ed. Then the

answer given by eaoh s;tndent.on each of the. remaining ques

tions'Vvererecorded,,· Theresults;frorn .th:i.s tabulation were



.i were readily seen. First of all, the 211 male students

studied knew much less about their Qity Government than they

Table II, page 18, indicates that the girls failed to

do as accurate a job on answering the factual Questions as

i!the boys,did. The answers supplied by the 185 girls stUdied,
:-il

:-1':

16

put in table form.

Presentation §.nd analysis of the data. Upon examining

Ta ble I (Parts I and II of' the Questi onnaire), several things

knew about the Federal Government'. Only fifty-eight boys or

27.48 per cent of the boys knew how many members are on their

City Council, and a mere 32.22 per cent knew how many years

a member of their City Council held office. Twice as many of

the boys knew who the head of the Federal Bureau of Investi

gation is than knew who their chief of police is. All of

the boys knew for how many years the President of the United

states is elected; but only 71.09 per cent of the boys knew

that their mayor was elected for a term of four years.

itidicated about the same trend as that of the boys. In

general, the girls seemed to know a little less than the boys

about both their Federal Government and their City Govern-,

mente

By adding the answers given by both boys and girls

on Parts I and II together and placing the data on Table III,

page 19, it was easier to see the whole picture. First of
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TABLE I

RIGHT ANI!) WRONG ANSWERS MADE
BY TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN BOYS

Ques-
Per Per tion . Per Per

Right cent Wrong cent No. Right cent Wrong cent
== ===

171 81.04 40 18.09 12. 58 27.48 153 72.51

119 56.39 92 43.68 13. 68 32.22 143 67.77

190 90.04 21 9.95 14. 93 44.07 118 55.92

58 27.48 153 72.51 15. 130 61.61 81 38.38

211 100. 0 0.0 16. 150 71.09 61 28.90

132 62.55 79 37.44 17. 59 37.96 152 72.03

191 90.52 20 9.47 18. 142 67.29 69 32.70

101 47.86 110 52.13 19. 130 61.61 81 38.39

203 96.20 8 3.79 20. 206 97.63 5 2.36

187 88.62 24 11.37 21. 140 66.35 71 33.64

152 72.03 59 27.96 22. 66 31.27 145 68.73



TABLE II

RIGHT AND 1.4JRONG ANSWERS MADE
'.

BY ONE HUijDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE GIRLS

'~i Q,ues- :,;;J,ues- .
tion Per Per tion Per Per

,'T liN, . Right cent Wrong cent No. Right cent 'Wrong cent

1- 157 84.86 28 15': 13 12. 39 21.08 146 78.91

2. 86 46.48 99 53.51 13~ 38 20.54 147 79.45

3. 143 77.29 42 22.70 14. 67 .36.21 118 6.3.78

4. 41 22.16 144 77.8.3 15. 96 51.89 89 48.10

5. 182 98 . .37 3 1.62 16. 111 60.00 74 40.00,
6. 118 6.3.78 67 '36.21 17. 23 12.43 162 87.56

7. 144 77.8.3 41 22.16 18. 104 56.21 81 43.78

8. 81 43.78 104 56.21 19. 99 53.51 86 46.48

9. 178 96.21 7 3.78 20. 175 94.59 10 5.40

165 89.18 .30 10.81 21. 115 62.16 70 37.83
:

; 126 68.10 59 .31.89 22. 56 30.27 129 69.72
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TABLE III

RIGfIT ANS1NERS MADE BY THREE HUNDRED NINETY-SIX SENIORS
ON PARTS I AND II

Federal Government City Government

Q,ues- Ques-
tion .Per tion Per
No. Right cent No. Right cent
----

1. 328 82.82 12. 97 24.49

2. 205 51.76 13. 106 26.76

3. 333 84.09 14. 160 40.41

4. 99 27.05 15. 226 57.07

5. 393 99. 2L~ 16. 261 65.90

6. 250 63.13 17. 82 20.70

7. 335 84.59 18. 246 62.12

8. 182 45.95 19. 229 57.82

9. 381 96.21 20. 381 96.21

1 352 88.88 21- 255 6L~. 39

11. 276 70.20 22. 122 30.80
--"-
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all, the students tested did not know enough about their

Oity Government, and they knew more about their Federal

Government than they did about their Oity Government. Only

24.49 per cent of the students knew how many members are on

their own Oity Douncil, and only 20.70 per cent of the stu

dents knew who their city clerk is. A mere 30.80 per cent

of the students could identify one member of their Oity

Oouncil, and only 26.76 per cent knew how many years a city

councilman holds his office in their city.

Table IV, which contains the answers given by the

boys on Parts III, IV, V, and VI revealed some very inter

esting facts. For example, 81.51 per cent of the boys said

that their parents voted in city general elections, but only

69.66 per cent said that their parents voted in city primary

elections. About 56 per cent of the boys said that their

parents thought that it was important for them (the parents)

to take an interest in city government. About 23 per cent

of the boys reported that their parents thought it was an

hpnor to be a city official. Nearly 37 per cent said that -

their pare:nts encouraged them to take an inte;rest in the

city government.

Part IV, the part which dealth with the students'

school environment, was a little different story. Nearly

all oithe boys had .U:'iad a course in civics, and they had

studied city government or would study it in their civics



TABLE IV

YES. NO, INDIFFERENT, ANTIQ,UESTION MARK ANSWERS MADE BY TWO HUNDRED AND
ELEVEN BOYS ON PARTS III, IV, V, AND VI

Q,ues':" Q,ues ....
tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per
No. Yes cent No cent ferent cent mark cent sponse cent

H 23. 159 75.35 52 24.64
·0 24. 172 81.51 29 13.74 7 3.33 3 1.42
m 25. 147 69.66 48 22.74 12 5.68 4 1.90
e 26. 119 56.40 21 8.95 44 20.85 26 12.32 1 0.47 .,

27. 49 23.22 59 27.96 54 25.59 48 i 22.75 .1 0.47
28 o· 78 36.96 71 33.64 62 29.38

S 29.; 203 96.20 7 3.31 1 0.47
N 30 192 90.99 10 4.73 5 2.36 4 1.90
0 31 ~ 158 74.88 52 24.64 1 0.47
0 32. 110 52.13 66 31.27 34 16.. 11 1 0.471 33. 123 58.29 48 22.74 40 18.95

~ 34. 40 18.95 72 34.12 42 19.90 56 26.54 1 0.47
e 35. 130 61.61 80 37.91 1 0.47r 36. 81 38.38 28 13.27 58 27.48 42 19.90 2 0.94s

¥ 37. 92 43.60 70 33.17 49 23.22
38. 167 79.14 29 13.74 15 7.10

~ 39. 129 61.13 34 16.11 48 22.74n 40. 70 33.17 82 38.86 58 27.48 1 0.47a
1

N
.~ I-'
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if a city did

the boys said

school government.

The boys were not encouraged to take an interest in

city government by their peers. Part V on Table IV showed

this very clearly. About 19 per cent of the boys said that

Part VI on Table IV was further evidence that the boys

couraged a discussion of city government. A few more than

half of the boys said that they were interested in their own

course. About 52 per cent said that their teachers en-

their friends would lik"e to go with them to a meeting of a

city council. Only 61.61 per cent said that they ever heard

their friends discuss the services of 'the city government,

and a mere 38.38 per cent of the boys said that their friends

thought the services of the city government were of real im-

eighteen.

When asked who they thotightwas

portance.

that they would be more interested in city government now and

in the future if they could vote when they reach the age of

not havea.gobd govefn.rnent, themaj

did not have much interest in city government. There were

33.17 per cent of the boys who thought that it was an honor

to be a city official; 38.86 per cent did not think it was

an honor to be a city official; and 27.48 per cent were indif-

ferent on the subject. There were 79.14 per cent who said

",
i, ... !
'j

'i

I!
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situation. After reading all the answers written by the

seniors to question number forty-one, this investigator found

that it was possible to classify all the answers in one of

the five classifications found in Table V.

Table VI, page 25, which contained the answers given

by the girls on Parts III, IV, V, an-d VI, revealed tha t the

answers given by the girls on these parts were not materially

different from those giVen by the boys. There were 71.35 per

cent of the girls who said that they took an interest in

their school government while only 58.29 per cent of the boys

said that they took an interest in their school government.

About 28 per cent of the girls were encouraged by their par

ents to take an interest in city government, but almost 37

per cent of the boys reported that their parents encouraged

them to be interested in ci ty government. In general, th-e

girls seemed to show a little less concern about being able

to vote when they reached the age of eighteen than the .boys

did.

Table VII, page 26, indicated that a higher percen

tage of girls than boys were inclined to blame the citizens

if a city did not have a good government. On the other

hand., girls were less prone to blame city officials and

politicians for a weak city govermilent than the boys were.

Table VIII,page 27, showed the answers that were

given on Parts III, IV, V,and VI by all of the 396 seniors



TABLE V

ANSWERS MADE ON QUESTION NillKBER FORTY-ONE
IN PART VI BY TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN BOYS

Blamed for poor Frequency Per
Government of !3-nswer cent

Citizens 142 67.29

City officials 33 15.64

Politicians 12 5.68

Miscellaneous 7 3.33

No response 17 8.05

2L~
r
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Per Indif- Per tion Per

No cent ferent cent Mark cent

YES,NO, INDIFFERENT, AND QUESTION IYlARK ANSVJERS MADE BY Ol'ill HUNDRED AND
EIGBTY-FlVE GIRLS ON PARTS III, IV, V, AND VI

Ques-
tion Per
No. Yes cent
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TABLE VII

ANSWERS MADE ON QUESTION NUMBER FORTY-ONE
IN PART VI BY ONE HUNDRED AND_ EIGHTY-FIVE GIRLS

Blamed for poor ". Frequency Per
Government of answer cent

Oitizens 139 75.13

City officials 18 9.12

Politicians 4 2.16

Miscellaneous 7 3.78

No response 17 9.18

26,



TABLE VIII

YES, NO, INDIFFERENT, AND Q,UESTION MARK ANSWERS MADE BY THREE HUIWRED AND
NINETY-SIX SENIORS ON PARTS III, IV, V, AND VI

Q,ties- Ques-
tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per
No. yes cent No cent ferent cent Mark cent sponse cent

H 23. 313 79.04 83 20.95
0 24. }27 82.57 54 13.63 12 3.03 3 0.75Ill.
e 25. 277 69.94 92 23.23 22 5.55 5 1.26 .)

26. 215 54.29 34 8.58 89 22.47 56 14.14 2 0.50
27. $5 21.46 103 26.01 100 25.25 107 2'7.02 1· 0.25
28. 130 32.82 139 35.10 127 37.07

~
29. 378 95.45 17 4.29 1 0.25
30. 369 93.18 16 4.04 7 1.76 4 :1.:.01
31. 282 71.21 113 28.53 1 0.25

1 32. 206 52.02 125 31.56 63 15.90 2 0.50
33. 255 64.39 80 20.20 60 15.15 1 0.25

p 34. 81 20.45 137 34.59 76 19.19 101 25.50 1 0.25e . 35.• 237 59.84 158 39.89 1 0.25er 36. 145 36.61 59 14.89 112 28.28 78 19.67 2 0.50s

p . 37. 171 43.18 134 33.83 90 22.72 1 0.25e 38. 305 77.02 66 16.66 25 6.31rs 39. 233 58.83 66 16.66 97 24.490n 40. 136 34.34 140 35.35 119 30.05 1 0.25a
1
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who were studied.' This table indicated that the students

were not subjeot to influences which were conducive to in

terest in city government at home or among their friends.

About 33 per cent of the students said that they were en

couraged by their parents to take an interest in the city

government; while 37.07 per cent of their parents were in

different to the subject. A little more than half of the

students said that they heard their friends discuss the

services of the city government, 'and only 36.61 per cent

stated that their friends thought that the services of the

city government were of real importance. The figures quoted

above were some evidence to support the statement that stu

dents were not subject to influences at home or among their

friends which were conducive to interest in city government.

The school tended to make a little betteF showing 

than did the home or peer group. Nearly all of the students

had had a course in civics, and nearly all of the students

either had or would study city government. How,ever, a little

more than 64 psr cent of the seniors said that they took an 

ihterestin a thing as close to them as their own school

govermn.ent, onern.ight, wonder how those same seniors could

have been very interested in city governrnent.

In Part VI of Table VIII, 77.02 per cent of the stu

dents indicated tliattliey jvould be more interested in city

governlllent now and in the 'future if they could vote when
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they reached the age of eighteen. The investigator was sur-

prised to find that this figure was not much higher. Part

VI of this table was further evidence that the students were

not very interested in their City Government. Whan only

43.18 per cent were interested in 10110wing the activities

of the City Government, and whan 33.83 per oent were definite

ly not interested, there must have been a lack of interest.

There were more seniors '«who thought that it was not an honor

to be a city official than there were seniors who thought

that it was, and 30.05 per cent were indifferent on the sub

ject. These figures also served as further evidence that

there was a lack of interest in municipal government on the

part of the seniors.

Ta ble IX indic,a ted tha t a bou t 71 per cent of the stu-

dents were of the. opinion that the citizens were to blame if

a city 'did not have a good government. This was a very

healthy attitude, which might have been due to the efforts

of the schools.

It was interesting to note that only 43.18 per cent of

the students liked to follow the activities of. the City Govern-

ment by listening to news broadcasts or reading the news-

paper, but 70.95 per cent thought the citizens were to blame

for a poor city government. This inconsistent attitude on

bnthe part of the seniors was the factor which caused this

researttJher to slispecttha t the school or some other influence



TABLE IX

ANSWERS MADE ON QUESTION NUYIBER FORTY-ONE
IN PART VI BY THREE HUNDRED AND

NINETY-SIX CASES

Blamed for poor Frequenoy of Per
Government answer cent

Citizens 281 70.95

City officials 51 12.87

Politicians 16 4.04

Miscellaneous 14 3.53

No response 34 8.57

30
j
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might have taught the seniors to believe that the citizens

were to blame for a poor city governm.ent. City officials

were more often blamed by the students for a poor city

government than politicians were.

Table X shows the right answers made by the boys in

the high and low-score groups. The "results of Part I are

included in this table and some others that follow merely

asa point of interest: The evidence presented by this

table was about what one would expect since these cases were

chosen on the basis of the scores made on Part II. So natur-

ally the high-score group made the highest scores on this

section. There were sixty-three boys in the high-score group.

Table XI, page 33, shows the right answers made by the

girls in the high and low score groups. The high-score boys

seemed to do a little better than the high-score girls orr
! i:

i·~ the city government questions. It was also interesting to

note that there were only thirty-seven girls in the high-score

group.

Table XII, page 34, simply showed the scores made on-

I and II for both the one hundred highest and lowest

score seniors. The evidence presented here, of course, wa's

not surprising, but it did demonstrate what a great difference

in knowledge of city government there wa.sbetvveen the two

groups. The high-score group knew more about the City Govern

ment in cbmparison tpwhat they knew about the Federal Govern

ment than the low-scoregr()updid. For example, 94 ,per cent
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TABLE X

RIGHT ANSWERS FOR HIGHEST AND LOWEST
SCORE BOYS ON PARTS I AND II*

i'
!
i Highest Lowest
!

.
I' Q,ues- Q,ues- Q,ues-:~ues-

:;ion Per tion Per tion Per tion Per
(;[0. Right cent No. Right cent No. Right cent No. Right cent

;1- 58 92.06 12. 30 47.61 1. 29 64.44 12. 4 8.88
i 2. 42 66.66 13. 38 60.31 2. 16 35.55 13. 4 8.88I

,
! 3. 62 98.41 14. 51 80.95 3. 35 77.77 14. 6 13.33I
!

'4. 22 34.92 15. 55 87.30 .4. 10 22.22 15. 7 15.55

i5. 63 100. 16. 58 92.06 5. 43 95.55 16. 15 33.33

,6. 50 79.36 17. 26 41.26 6. 18 40.00 17. 2 4.44
,,
7. 63 100. 18. 59 93.65 7. 35 77.77 18. 17 37.77

,

22.221
i

69.84 8.i8. 44 19. 54 85.71 10 19. 15 33.33

'\9. 62 98.41 20. 62 98.41 9. 42 93.33 20. 43 95.55
i

'lO. 60 95.23 21. 58 96.63 10. 33 73.33 21. 10 22.22
T',

57.77JLT. 5:? 82.53 22. 40 63.49 11. 26 22. 2 /;f.. 44

. .

, !
, I

!, j,

c'
\."!

1 >t<There were slxty-three boys In the hlgh-score group and forty-
Iii:riveboys in the low-score group.

j-,")
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;1' fi.fty-five girls in the low-score group.
I!-

,I.

5.45

33

311.

10.

TABLE XI

37 100.

36 97.29

24 64.86

16.

RIGHT ANSVVERS FOR HIGHEST AND LOWEST
SCORE GIRLS ON PlIRTS I AND 11*

94.59

64.86

78.37 17.

100.

100. I 20.

97.29 21.

94.59 22.

1- 36

2. 24

3. 37

4. 12

5. 3?

6. 29

7. 35

8. 24

9. 3?

10. 36

11. '35



TABLE XII
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RIGHT ANSWERS FOR HIGHEST AND LOVmST
ONE HUNDRED CASES ON PAHTS I AND II

93

3.2

5

22

20.

21.

22.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

99

34

94 12.

66 13.

79

98

68

99

96

87

100

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

1.

10.

11.

Highest Lowest-r _._--I-t---~~~----~--~-""..----------

Ques- Ques- Ques-. I Ques-
tion tion tion tion

=N=o::::.=====I===N=o=.=====J::I:=====N=o:=:.==--==:==t==N:=O=:=.=======
4,{ 1. 71 12. 6

48 2. 43 13. 7

79 3. 70 14. 19

86 I 4. 21 15. 16

90 'I 5. 96 16. 40

40 II 6. 46 17. 3

93' 7. 68 18. 35

86 8. 32 19.

99 9. 93

94 10. 83

64 11. 61



there are in the United states Senate, and 47 per cent of

high scare group gave more "Yes" and fewer uNo" answers on

35.,

ofthe-bpys in the high-score grou.p

the case of the low-score group, sixty-five more of them

hand, 71 per cent of the low-score group knew how many mem

bers are in the United states Senate, and 6 per cent knew

.
than. could answer the Oi ty Government question. On the other

high-score group could answer the Federal Goverrunent question

of the high-score group knew how many United states senators

throughout Table XIII.

Tables XIII and XIV indicated the responses made by

the high and low-score boys on parts III, IV, V, and VI.

Hpute Oity Oouncil. In other words, forty-seven more of the

how many members are on the Terre' Haute Oity Oouncil. In

the high-score group knew how many members are on the Terre

were 7?~.77

could answer the Federal Government question than could ans

wer the Oity Government question. This was the trend

which indicated that they had been subjected to influences

which were favorable to interest in city government. The

It was'easy to see that the high-score boys gave answers

all parts of. the questionnaire than the low sc.ore boys did.

Sixty-five and seven-tenths per cent of the high-score

boys said that their parents encouraged them to take an

interest in the City Government, While a mere 8.8(3 per cent

of the low.... scor·e bo;y~§.ai? that this was the case • There



TABLE XIII

\.;J

'~ 0'>

YES; NO, INDIFFERENT, AND QUESTION MARK ANSWERS MADE BY THE
SIXTY__ THREE HIGHEST BOYS ON PARTS III, IV, V, AND VI

Ques- Q,ues-
tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per

·"No. Yes cent No cent ferent cent mark cent sponse cent

>2}. 55 87.30 8 12.69
,24. 57 90.47 5 7.93 1 1.58
2:5. 50 79.36 11 17.46 1 1.58 1 1.58 .,
26. 49 77.77 3 4.76 5 7.93 5 7.93 1 1. 58
27. 25 39.68 15 23.80 11 17.46 12 19~04
28. 41 65.07 7 11.11 15 23.80

~•.•
:29. 61 96.82 2 3.17
30. 61 96.82 2 3.17

0 31. 56 88.88 6 9.52 1 1.580
1 ·.)2. 43 68.25 14 22.22 6 9.52

"33. 38 60.31 13 20.63 12 19.04

F 34. 12 19.04 25 39.68 8 12.69 17 26.98 1 1.58e ".
35. 49 77.77 15 23.80eri. 36. 33 52.38 6 9.52 11 17.46 11 17.46 1 1.58s

P 37. 37 58.73 14 14.14 12 19.04e 38. 51 80.95 7 11.11 5 7.93Jj
0 39. 49 77.77 10 15.97 4 6.34
n· 40. 37 58.73 20 31.74 12 19.04
t



TABLE XIV

YES ,NO, INDIFFERENT, .AND QUESTION M.ARK lINSVVERS FOR THE
FDRTY-FlVE LOW-SCO?E BOYS ON PlIRTS III, IV, V, .AND VI

.' Ques- Ques-
,tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per cent
:No•. Yes cent No cent ferent cent mark cent sponse

·g23., 28 62.22 17 37.77
m24.. 32 71.11 10 22.22 3 6.66
e' 25 •. ·. 27 60.00 12 26.66 6 13.33 . )

'.26 ••, 13 28.88 5 11.11 12 26.66 15 3~.33
27 5 11.11 11 24.24 17 37.77 12 26.66
'28. 4 8.88 20 44.44 21 46.66

829.· 44 97.77 1 2.22c. " 35 77.77 7 15.55 3 6.66h30.
0 31 .. ' 25 55.55 20 44.44
0 32., 13. 28.88 18 40.00 14 31.111

33. - 23 51.11 13 28.88 9 20.00

P::34~ . 4 8.88 17 37.77 13 28.88 11 24.44
~. 35., 21 46.66 24 62.22
f336., 9 20.00 7 15.55 17 37.77 11 24.44 1 2.22

P 37. 7 15~55 26 57.77 12 26.66e 38. 31 68.88 8 17.77 6 13.33r
s

39~ 21 46.66 8 17.77 16 35.550
n 40. 9 20.00 21 46.66 15 33.23a
1

\.0
• --.J



38
}

who said that their parents felt that it was important to

take an interest in the City Government. On the other

hand, there were 28.88 per cent of the boys in the low-

score group who had parents that thought that it was im-

pm'tant to take an interest in the Oi ty Government. There
.

were 77.77 per cent of the boys in the high-score group who

reported hearing their friends discuss the services of the

city government from time to time, but there were only 46.66

per cent of the low-score gays who said that they heard

their friends discuss city government.

Table XV and XVI showed the responses made by the high

and low-score girls on Parts III, IV, V, and VI. These

tables presented about the same picture for the girls as the

preceding tables did for the boys. It was interesting to

note that both the highest and lowest-score girls took more

interest in their school government than the boys did, and

the low-score boys gave more tTQ,uestion Mark tT answers than

the low-score girls did.

~ study of Table XVII, page 41, revealed that most of

the seniors in both the high and low-score groups thought that

the citizens were to blame if a city did not have a good

government. It was significant to<note that the high-score

groups blamed the citizens more frequently than did the low

score groups. There:w~re .83.78 per cent of the high-score

girls who. blamed the citizens for a poor city government,



TABLE XV

YES, NO, INDIFFERENT, AND '~UESTION MAP.K ANSVv'ERS MADE BY THE
THIRTY-SEVEN.HIGH-,SCORE GIRLS ON PARTS III, IV,

V, AND VI

Ques- Ques-
tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per
No. Yes cent No cent ferent cent mark cent sponse cent

H 23. 36 97.25 1 2.70
0 24. 33 89.18 4 10.81 .)

m
e 25. 27 72.97 7 18.91 3 8.10

26. 33 89.18 8 8.10 1 2.70
27. 11 29.72 9 24.32 9 24.32 8 21.62
28. 23 62.16 6 16.21 8 21.62

S 29. 36 97.29 1 2.70g 30. 36 97.29 1 2.70
0 31. 28 75.67 9 24.320
1 32. 17 51.35 13 43.24 4 10.81 1 2.70

33. 31 83.78 1 2.70 5 13.51

p 34. 13 35.13 7 18.91 7 18.91 10 27.02e 35. 30 81.08 6 16.21er 36. 18 48.64 5 13.51 12 32.43 2 5.40 1 2.70s
p 37. 23 62.16 5 13.51 9 24.32e 38. 28 75.67 9 24.32rs 39. 28 75.67 3 8.10 6 16.210
n 40. 17 45.94 12 32.43 8 21.62
a
1 _.
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TABLE X-VI

YES, NO, INDIFFERENT, AND QUESTION MARK ANSVillRS
FOR THE FIFTY-FIVE LOVmST GIRLS

Q.ues- Q,ues-
tion Per Per Indif- Per tion Per No re- Per
No. " Yes cent No cent ferent cent mark cent sponse cent

H 23 .. 39 70.90 16 29.09 .,
0

24·~ 45 81.81 9 16.36 1 1.81m
e 25 .. 37 67.27 15 27.27 3 5.45

26. 13 23.63 10 18.18 22 40.00 10 18.18
27. 7 12.72 36 65.45 7 12.72 5 9.09
28. 5 9.09 32 58.18 18 32.72

S 29. 46 83.63 9 16.36
c 30. 49 89.09 4 7.27 -2 3.63h
0 31. 38 69.09 17 30.90
0 32. 26 47.27 12 21.81 17 30.901 33. 31 56.36 14 25.45 10 18.18

P 34. 4 7.27 32 58.18 12 21.81 7 12.72e 35. 27 49.09 28 50.90e
r 36. 14 25.45 12 21.81 19 34.54 10 18.18s
p 37. 16 35.55 27 49.09 12 21.81e 38. 43 78.18 9 16.36 3 5.45r
~ 39. 25 45.45 11 20.00 19 34.54
n 40. 12 21.81 21 38.18 22 40.00a
1

• +-
O'
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TABLE XVII

ANSWERS MADE ON QUESTION NtTMBER FORTY-ONE IN PART
VI BY THE ONE HUNDRED HIGHEST AND LOWEST SCORE CASES

I Highest Lowest
Blamed for poor Per Per I t~~t. PerGovernment Soys cent Girls cent Boys Girls cent

Citizens 44 69.84 31 83.78 28 62.22 32 58.18

City officials 9 14.28 5 13.51 8 I 17.77 8 14.54

Politicians 1 1.58 0 0.00 2 4.44 6 10.90

Miscellaneous 6 9.52 1 1 2.22 3 5.45

No response 3 4.67 0 0.00 6 13.33 6 10.90



cated that they were sUbject to influences that were favor-

parents discuss city government from time to time. On the

reported this condition. In

for a poor city government than low-score girls who blamed

while 69.84 per cent of the high-score boys blamed the citi-

zens for a poor city government. On the other hand, there

was a larger percentage of low-score boys who blamed citizens

students who liamed politicians if a city did not have a good

city government. On the whole, city officials were more fre

quently blamed for poor city goverrunent than. politicians were.

The answers given by both sexes of the highest and

been placed in Table XVIII. It was possible to see that the

42
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the citizens. Low-score girls had the largest percentage .of

tions dealing with the students' home environment, 91 per

cent of

high-score group gave answers on every question which indi-

lowest one hundred cases on Parts III, IV, V, and VI have

other ,hand, only 67 per cent of the low score group said that

this was true. The high-score group had more parents voting

cent of the high-score group said tha t they heard their

able to interest in city government. On Part III, the ques-

in city elections than did the low-score group. Both groups

indicated that more of their parents voted in the general

elections than in the primary elections. Sixty-five 1=6 I' cent

of the high:'7score group said that their parents encouraged

them to take a.n interest in ity govermn.ent, but only 9 per



TABLE XVIII

YES, NO, INDIFFERE1lT, AND Q,UESTION MAnIt ANSWERS :MADE BY THE
01JTEHUNDRED HIGH AND LOW-SCORE STUDENTS ON PARTS III, IV

V, AND VI

• >

+:
'-.0

1

5

31

21

4
9

25
17

18

Ques-
tion No re
mark sponse

34
24
39

19

25

36

Lowest

Indif
No ferent

67 33
77 19
64 27
26 15
12 47

9 52

90 10
84 11
63 37
39 30
54 27

8 49
48 52
23 19

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.

Ques
tion
No. Yes

1

2

1
1

1
1
1

4
6

20

10

27

13

8
20
23

17

15

23

Ques-
Indif- tion No re
ferent mark sponse

Highest
Ques
tion

,No·~ Yes No

91 9
90 9
77 18
82 3
36 24
64 13

97 3
97 3
84 15
62 27
69 14

25. 32
79 21
51 11

P ·37. 6019 21 I 37. 23 53 24
t 38. 79 16 5 38. 74 17 9
8 39. 48 32 20 I 39. 46 19 35
~ 0.0. , ~ 40. 21 42 37

16 23.
m 24.
e ··25.

2.6.
27.

"·28.

s 29.
~ .30.
o 31~
032.
1 33.

P 34.
® 35.
§ 36.
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general, the high-score group gave more answers which indi-

cated that they were influenced by the school to take a

greater interest in city government than the low-score group

did. However, the differenoe here was not as significant

as it was in the other seotions. This oondition does not
"

necessarily indicate that the school was failing in its duty

to either the high or low-score group. Since the scores

were more nearly alike here, it might appear that the low-

score group was conditioned by ~ther influences to be less

responsive to the efforts of the school.

On Part V, the seotion dealing with the students'

peers, the high-soore group had more than twice as many l1Yes lT

answers as the low~score group did. In the high-soore group

25 per oent said that their friends would like to gD with

them to a meeting of a city council. In the low-score group,

onli 8 per oent indicated that this was true. Almost twice

as many of the high-soore group said that they heard their

friends discuss the city government from time to time.

The questions dealing with the personal attitudes df

the students (Part VI) produced the results.one might ex-
. .

pect. The high-score group had a much more constructive at-

titude toward city government than did the low soore group.

In regard to their interest in city government if they could

vote at the age of. eighteen, the high and low-score groups

were of abo·ut the same opinion in the matter. The high-score





Ti\BLE XIX

ANSWERS MADE ON Q,UESTION NUMBER FORTY-ONE
IN PART VI BY THE ONE HlmfDmm HIGHEST

AND LOWEST QASES

Highest Lowest
Blamed for poor
government, Frequency of answer

Citizens .75 60

City officials 14- 16

Politicians 1 8

Miscellaneous 7 4-

No response 3 12

4-6



CHAPTER IV

SlJlIITvLI1RY AND CONCLUSIONS

Summary. After reviewing all of the evidenoe whioh

has been presented, several things seemed apparent. First

of all, the students, both boys arid girls, lmew muoh less

about their City Government than they knew about their Fed

eral Government. This was true for both the high and low

soore groups. In general, the ,girls seemed to know a little

less than the boys about both their Federal and City Govern

ments.

It was felt that ample evidenoe has been presented to

support the statement that the seniors did not know enough

about their City Government. Considering this laok of know

ledge and the unhealthy attitude displayed by many seniDrs on

Bart, VI of the questionnaire, it was assumed that the seniors

as a group were not very interested in oity government.

Evidenoe was presented whioh indioated that the ma

jority of the students were of the opinion that the oitiz~?s

were to blame if a oity did not have a good government, but

only about a third of the students·were enoouraged by th~ir.

parents to take an interest in oity government.

The boys in the high-soore group gave answers which

indicated that they had been subjeoted to influences which

were favorable to 'interest in city government. More of the
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boys in the high-score group than in the low-score group said

that they were encouraged by their parents to take an inter

est in city government. In fact, the answers made by all

the boys in the high and low-score groups indicated that the

boys in the high-score group came from homes where there was

more interest in city goverlThlent. In general the evidence

which appeared above is the same in regard to the high and

low-score girls.

In general, the high-score group gave more answers

which indicated that they were influenced by the school to

take a greater interest in city government than the low-score

group did. However, the difference here was not as signifi

cant as it was in the other parts.

On Part V, the section dealing with the students'

peers, the high-score group indicated that their friends were

more' interested in city government than the friends of the

low-score group were.

In the questions dealing with the personal attitudes

of the seniors, the high-score group seemed to demonstrate

a more constructive attitude toward city goverriment than the

low-score group did.

Conclusions. In view of the limited evidence which

was available, this researcher has arrived at the following

c ouaiusi ons:
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1. Students who came from homes where there was an

interest in city government were more likely to have an in

terest in city government themselves. If this was true,

the home must have been a very important factor in causing

students to have or not have an interest in city government.

2. The school seems to have done a better job of

creating interest in the city government than the students'

homes or peers.

3. students who had an 'interest in city government

seemed to have friends who were also interested in city gov

ernment. Therefore, the company a student kept seemed to

have some influence on the interest a student had in city

government.

4. This researcher felt that students, their parents,

and their peers, did not have as much interest in city gov

ernment as they should have had.

This researcher also felt that the reasons that stu

dents did not take a greater interest in city government were:

1. The homes were delinquent in that they did not'

encourage students to take a constructive interest in city

government.

2. The schools have placed too much emphasis on the

teaching of the Fede.ral Government a t the expense of muni

cipal government.

3. The students were not encouraged by their peers

to take all interest in city government.
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6. Who is the Secretary of state?

Sex -----

How many members does tpe Terre Haute City
Council have?

For how many years are members of the Terre
Haute City COuncil elected?

Which of the following types of national
governments does the United States have?
(1) coalition, (2) monarch, (3) representa
tive democracy, of (4) fascist •

Which political party has a majority in Con
gress?

Which one of the following men is a member
of the United States Senat~? Mr. Schie~,
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Jenner, Mr. Eggleston, or
Mr. Seaman.

3. Who is the head of the Federal Bureau of In
vestigation? '

2. For how many years is a United States sena
tor elected?

1. How many United States senators are there in
the United States Senate?

4. Who is the Secretary of Defense?

5. The President of the United States is elected
for a term of how many years?

7. Who makes the laws in the Federal Government?

8. Who is the Chief Justice of the United states
supreme Court?

10.

13.

12.

11.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA
. HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

Answer the Questions below. Place the correct word or
number in the blank at the left of the Question.

. it



21. Which political party has a majority in the
city council?

22. Which one of the following men is a member
of the Terre Haute Oity Council? Mr. Jones,
Mr. Staller, Mr. Heady, Mr. Fox, or Mr. Roe.

Answer the questions below. If your answer is Yes t
circle the llyn.. If your answer is No, circle the t,Nt'.. If
you~ your friends, or parents are indifferent, circle the
tlIH. If you do not know the answer, circle the "?".

Do your parents feel that it is an honor to
be a city official?

Do your parents encourage you to take an. in
terest in the city government?

23. Do you hear your parents discuss the city
government from time to time?

24. Do your parents usually vote in city general
elections?

25. Do your parents usually vote in city primary
elections?

. .
26. Do your parents feel that it is important for

them to take an interest in the city govern
ment?

?

?

17. Who is the city clerk of Terre Haute?

18. Who makes the city ordinances in Terre Haute?

19. Who is the city judge in Terre Haute?

20. Which one of the following types of city
governments does Terre Haute have? (l~

mayor--city council, (2) city manager, or
(3) commission.
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14. Who is the chief of police in Terre Haute?

15. Is Terre Haute a 1st., 2nd., 3rd., 4th., or
5th. class city?

16. The mayor of this city is elected for a term
of how many years?

YN

Y N I ?

Y N I ? 27.

Y N I ? 280

YN

YN



29. Have you had a course in civics?

.... e .... -... s ...."..: .. .'"." : :"... " .......
os .. <!l II •• .. .. l

I ) •.•• ..... £" 9 (I

~ ," : _,'.~ :",. "", ',)"J

.... - -0 ... *.. v
'-f j" j. llI' j'•• e' J ..? ' '.0

If a city does not have a good government,
who do you think is to blame? (Write a short
answer. )
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30. Did you, or will you, study city government
in your civics class?

33. Do you take an interest in your own school
government?

38. Do you feel that you would be more interested
in our city government now, and in the future,
if you could vote when you reach the age of
eighteen?

35. Do you hear your friends discuss the services
of the city government from time to time?

36. Do your friends feel that the services of
the city goverrunent are of real importance
to them?

31. Do you ever discuss city goverruaent in any
of your other classes?

32. Do your teachers tend to encourage a discus
sion of city gov~rnment.

37. Do you like to follow the activities of the
city government by listening to the news
broadcasts or reading the newspaper?

34. Would your friends like to go with you to a
meeting of a city council?

39. Do you feel that there is much relation between
your well-being and the services offered by
the city government?

40. Do you feel that it is an honor to be a city
official?

41.

Y N I

Y N I

y N

y N ?

Y N

y N ?

Y N I

y N I ?

Y N

Y N I ?

Y N I

Y N I
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