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September 18, 2012 

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

As fall descends upon us, we have much to celebrate. The dedication of a wonderfully restored 

historic structure, a national ranking for community service, a fantastic Family Day, an exciting 

football victory, and an entertaining kick-off of the Performing Arts Series are just a few of the 

many positive things occurring just since my last letter to campus. 

The saving and repurposing of the former federal building is another milestone for our campus 

and downtown. It took many years of effort involving individuals from the local, state and 

national levels to make the renovation of this facility a reality.  

The excitement about Federal Hall was evidenced by the standing-room-only crowd of 

students, faculty, staff, business leaders, donors and alumni who attended. I was pleased that 

Senator Luke Kenley joined us for the ceremony along with our local legislators Clyde Kersey 

and Bob Heaton, and Mayor Duke Bennett. Edward Rynne, formerly with the United States 

Postal Service and now with Smithsonian, also flew in for the event. The judiciary was 

represented by the Honorable Richard Young, federal chief justice of the Southern District of 

Indiana.  

Don and Susan Scott also were present to participate in the official ribbon-cutting for the 

building which now houses the Scott College of Business. Many of the other donors to the 

project also attended. I would encourage you to visit the building and take note of the various 

components named after our generous donors. This project would not have been possible 

without their financial support.  

The building also features a new public art sculpture entitled “Under the Buttonwood” which 

commemorates the 1792 meeting of 24 stock brokers who met under a buttonwood tree and 

signed the agreement establishing the New York Stock and Exchange Board. The sculpture, 

located on the Cherry Street side of Federal Hall, depicts a large, curled Buttonwood leaf. 

Buttonwood is a species of tree known as the Sycamore in North America. 

Indiana State moved to third in the nation for community service and 54th in the overall 

rankings of the nation’s top national universities as ranked by Washington Monthly’s College 

Guide. The magazine annually publishes “a different kind of college ranking” that puts an 

emphasis on community service among other factors. Indiana State had the highest ranking of 

any of Indiana’s public institutions. We can all take pride in the impact our emphasis on 

community service is having. 

Friday night saw the opening of this year’s Performing Arts Series with a performance of Gravity 

Attacks! by The Passing Zone. The air of Tilson Auditorium was filled with chainsaws, torches 

and knives as the comedy duo of Owen Morse and Jon Wee displayed their unique talents. The 



next show is Fiddler on the Roof on October 29 at 7:30 p.m. in Tilson Auditorium. Tickets are 

still available at an amazing low cost! 

Saturday’s Family Day was boosted by gorgeous weather and great attendance with 462 

families and 800 participants overall. Thirty-six departments and units across campus hosted 

events and activities for our students and their families. Congratulations to the Division of 

Student Affairs for leading this effort and significantly expanding participation. Cheri and I 

enjoyed meeting the families who came to the Condit House open house. It was great to have 

such a large turnout.  

Our visiting families and other Sycamore fans were treated to another exciting Sycamore 

victory, this time against Drake. NCAA and Missouri Valley Offensive Player of the Week Shakir 

Bell rushed for an ISU and MVFC record of 349 yards shattering his own school record of 256 

yards set last year. The next opponent for the nationally ranked Sycamores is South Dakota 

State in the conference opener on Saturday at Memorial Stadium. 

Other recent news includes the decisions by Provost Jack Maynard and Bayh College of 

Education Dean Brad Balch to step down from their administrative posts in June 2013. I have 

deep respect for both of these campus leaders and greatly appreciate all they have done to 

serve our students and advance our university. I will miss working with them on a daily basis 

but am glad that our students will benefit from their teaching. I wish them both all the best. 

I have asked Vice President Diann McKee to chair the search process for the next Provost and 

Vice President for Academic Affairs. I have requested a slate of faculty nominees from the 

Faculty Senate and plan to have the entire search committee in place by month’s end. The first 

meeting of the search committee will take place on October 9 with screening of candidates to 

begin December 1, campus visits scheduled in February, and a new provost selected by March 1 

with an anticipated July 1 start date. 

The search process for the dean of the Bayh College of Education will follow about a month 

behind the provost process to allow the new chief academic officer to be involved in the dean’s 

selection. 

Other items I would like to share: 

 On Wednesday (September 19), I will be giving my annual address to campus at 3 p.m. 
in Tilson Music Hall in Tirey Hall. I will be outlining our new 2017 benchmark goals for 
The Pathway to Success strategic plan and detailing the steps planned in each goal area 
for this academic year. I will also discuss our Biennial Budget Submission to the State 
which I presented to the Indiana Commission for Higher Education last Friday. If you 
can’t attend the speech, at least join us for the reception afterward to network with 
your colleagues! 

 Former Indiana Congressman Lee Hamilton will kick off this year’s University Speakers 
Series with an address on “American Foreign Policy after Iraq and Afghanistan.” The 
speech, which is free and open to the public, will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday in the 
University Hall Theater. 



 Congratulations to Michael Shelden for the national publicity his biography on Winston 
Churchill’s early years received recently from Tom Brokaw during an appearance on the 
Charlie Rose Show. When asked by Rose what book he was reading that people should 
know about, Brokaw lauded “Young Titan” and mentioned a specific passage about the 
role of government in addressing the poverty of the masses. You can watch the segment 
at: http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/12539. What’s even more significant 
about this publicity is that Brokaw had been given a pre-release. The book is not due out 
until March and is sure to garner a lot more attention along the way. 

 African and African American Studies will celebrate the 40th Anniversary with a series of 
events this year. The activities will kick off with “Retrieving the History of the Black 
Atlantic,” a mini-conference at 7 p.m. on September 20 in Stalker Hall. For a full list of 
the events celebrating one of the longest running programs of its kind in the country, 
visit: http://www.indstate.edu/afri40. 

 Love and Fame: Works by Robert Indiana and Andy Warhol from Indiana State 
University’s Permanent Art Collection will be on display in the University Art Gallery 
September 24 through October 26. The exhibition includes screenprints from Indiana’s 
1971 Decade portfolio as well as Polaroids, black and white photographs and two iconic 
prints by Andy Warhol. 

 ISU Dining Services has worked very hard and their efforts are now paying off. The 
revamped and expanded Campus Cupboard has resulted in a 34 percent increase in 
sales compared to last year. Einstein’s has also been reimaged and has added an 
additional cash register to speed up transactions. The Library Coffee Shop hours have 
been extended until 2 a.m. which has led to a 35 percent increase in sales. 
Congratulations are in order for these successes. 

 The Faculty Artist Series will continue with a recital called Music from Africa performed 
by the Bro-Fowler Duo on September 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Recital Hall of the Landini 
Center for Performing and Fine Arts. Paul Bro will play saxophone and Kurt Fowler will 
play the cello. 

 The Center for Economic Education at ISU and United Campus Ministries will sponsor a 
panel discussion about the Affordable Health Care for America Act. The panel will 
consist of ISU professors Robert Guell, Nathan Myers, and Tom Johnson as well as 
Wayne Hutson from Union Hospital. The discussion will take place at noon on 
September 26 at the United Campus Ministries Center. To register, call 232-0186. 

 A German Night Dinner will be presented by the University Club at 6 p.m. on September 
21. The cost is $14 per person and reservations must be made to Tammy Barnes by 
September 19. If you are not a member of the University Club, I would encourage you to 
join. 

 Three members of our faculty who received promotions were inadvertently left off the 
list that ran in my last letter. Please join me in congratulating Shannon Barton-Bellessa 
for her promotion to full professor; and Phil Cochrane and Carl Klarner for achieving 
tenure and being promoted to associate professor. I apologize for the omission. 

 ISU employees are reminded that you have free access to confidential health coaching 
and monthly wellness programs through our Employee Wellness Program. This program 
can help you learn more about tobacco cessation, stress management, weight 

http://www.charlierose.com/view/interview/12539
http://www.indstate.edu/afri40


management, nutrition, and exercise. An additional program, Well on Wednesdays, is 
conducted the second Wednesday of each month. For more information, contact Erin 
Milliken or call 237-4117. 

 Also on the wellness front, the Student Recreation Center reports usage is up 6.7 
percent for the first 25 days of the semester over last fall with pool usage growing by 33 
percent. Rec Fest has now been scheduled for October 19. 

 The latest installation of public art, the ISU Sphere, will be dedicated at 3:30 p.m. on 
Friday, September 21 at the Holmstedt Hall Plaza. ISU sphere, another collaboration 
between Indiana State and Art Spaces, was created by Seattle artist Brandon Zebold. A 
reception will follow the dedication ceremony. In case of rain, the dedication will take 
place inside the auditorium in Holmstedt Hall. 

 Congratulations to the faculty and staff members selected for this year’s Leadership ISU 
class. They are: Pamela Allison, Aaron Brink, Karen Buchholz, Sarah Edwardson, 
Matthew Hutchins, Debra Israel, Doug Keiser, Beth Loudermilk, Randy Mitchell, Tammy 
Morris, Samantha Penny, Janet Rose, Lisa Stein, Jeriah Threlfell, and Audra Trnovec. 

 The campus United Way campaign will officially kick off on Tuesday, September 25, with 
activities planned from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Dede Plaza. Stop by to vote in the Student 
Sidewalk Chalk Art Contest (every dollar equals one vote). The winning entrant 
(individual student or team) will earn a $250 gift card from the Barnes and Noble 
Bookstore. Voters also have a chance to win $10 pizza gift cards. The campaign, co-
chaired this year by Alberta Comer and Lisa Spence, is also hosting a Jeans Friday 
Fundraiser every week through winter recess. Employees are asked (but not required) to 
donate $1 each Friday that they wear jeans. Departments are asked to collect the 
money and turn it into the Center for Community Engagement by 3 p.m. each Friday 
with a list of the donors. All money collected goes to the campus United Way campaign. 
There may be situations where employees cannot participate due to work 
responsibilities, so please check with your supervisor in advance. 

Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely, 
 
Daniel J. Bradley 
President 


