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October 4, 2012  

 

Dear colleagues, 

Homecoming week is moving into high gear with several special celebrations adding to this 
year’s festivities. 

Last night’s Torchlight Parade on Dede Plaza led everyone into the South Gym of the Arena 
Building for a pep rally honoring our football team and rooting for another phenomenal ISU 
victory. Attendance overwhelmed the bleachers. 

The Indiana State University Foundation will dedicate Meis Plaza and the “Renewal” sycamore 
leaf sculpture at 1 p.m. today. The plaza is located at the main entrance of the Foundation’s 
facility at Fifth and Cherry. Come and join us in thanking Lou and Laney Meis for their continued 
support of Indiana State and the arts. Artist Tim Upham of Fort Collins, Colorado, also will be on 
hand for the ceremony. The plaza was designed by a team of three Indiana State University 
students – Andrea Cole, Sarah Stetter and Julie Whitaker known as the CSW Design Team. The 
team submitted the winning entry in a contest conducted by the Foundation to provide an 
experiential learning opportunity for our students. Congratulations to the students, the artist 
and the Meis family. 

In collaboration with the Art Department and Alumni Affairs, HMSU is hosting the inaugural 
Alumni Art Show in the HMSU Art Gallery.  The show features 30 works by 17 different alumni 
on display now through October 12.  A reception will take place tonight at 5 p.m. 

At 6:30 p.m. this evening, former Indiana State basketball standouts Melanie Boeglin, Nate 
Green, Michael Menser, and Matt Renn will be inducted into the Indiana State Athletics Hall of 
Fame. The event is drawing the largest crowd in years. 

The Sycamore Tricycle Derby will celebrate its 50th running on Friday afternoon with trike 
founders Michael Simmons and Debbie and Tom Bareford present. The alumni race will begin 
at 4 p.m. with the student races to follow at the Michael Simmons Activity Center. There are 26 
teams participating this year. Michael, Debbie and Tom will also serve as the grand marshals of 
the Blue and White Parade at 9 a.m. Saturday.  

Friday evening brings the Distinguished Alumni Awards program honoring movie producer 
Bernard Glasser, Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Noma Gurich, Tuskeegee Airman Quentin P. 
Smith, and Deaconess Health System CEO Linda E. White. The DAA program will also recognize 
the 125th anniversary of the Alumni Association, a milestone that will be celebrated throughout 
the weekend’s activities. 

The Scott College of Business will host its second (and growing) Hullabaloo Friday from 7 to 11 
p.m. in Federal Hall. This year’s event has a beer garden, great music and a silent auction. 
Tickets are available at the door. 

On Saturday, Cheri and I are looking forward to riding our tandem bike again in this year’s 
parade and to seeing everyone at Tent City from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We will try to make it to 



as many tents as possible but I must warn everyone that with 70 tents, that averages to 3 
minutes each. It’s a great problem to have! At 12:30 p.m., there will be a ceremony naming the 
football locker room in honor of Coach Jerry Huntsman followed by a 40-year reunion of the 
1972 football team. 

The main event, Indiana State versus Missouri State, kicks off at 3:05 p.m. I hope we have a 
packed house to cheer for the Sycamores.  

On Sunday, the annual Homecoming Praise Service will take place at 10 a.m. in HMSU Dede I. 

Whew! That’s actually only a fraction of the events of the week! Tuesday’s Sycamore Sync 
competition drew more than 2,100 students to watch the 14 teams representing 29 different 
student groups and residence halls. Our commitment to community service was also in action 
this week with the Sycamore Bleed Blue Program bringing in 168 units of blood for the local 
blood bank and a donation drive for the ISU Habitat for Humanity House still in progress. 

In total, 29 official ISU Homecoming events were planned by the 16-member Student 
Homecoming Committee (assisted by 25 student event coordinators) and the 9-member 
Campus Homecoming Committee. All of the activities are listed on the Homecoming site at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/homecoming/. 

Thanks to everyone for making this the best Homecoming in the nation. 

It is also great to have all of our governing boards in town for meetings during Homecoming 
week. The Indiana State University Foundation Board, the Alumni Association Board, the 
Indiana State University Board of Trustees, the African-American Alumni Council and the 
Sycamore Athletic Foundation Board are all meeting in the next few days. A joint luncheon for 
these groups will take place on Friday and will continue to build on our efforts to expand the 
networking and communication between these important volunteer groups. The agenda for the 
Board of Trustees meeting can be accessed at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/trustees/docs/Agenda.pdf. 

An announcement of a six-year $3 million grant from Lilly Endowment to fund continued 
operation of the nationally regarded Networks Financial Institute added to the high spirits of 
Homecoming Week. With this grant, the endowment has invested a total of $32 million in NFI 
since its launch in 2003 and in the words of Sara Cobb, Lilly Endowment’s vice president for 
education, “is pleased to provide this additional support to enable NFI to distinguish itself 
further as a national thought leader in risk management and insurance and financial services 
research.” Sara also praised the role NFI is playing in developing future financial services 
leaders. Congratulations to Provost Maynard, Dean Smith, Terrie Troxel and everyone who 
helped garner this significant support. 

Other items I would like to share: 

         The search committee for the provost position will begin meeting next week. The 
committee is chaired by Diann McKee. Members and the groups they represent are: 
Carmen Tillery, President’s Cabinet; Brien Smith, Deans Council; Harry Minniear, 
Kandace Hinton, Keith Byerman and Marsha Miller, Faculty Senate; Ron Carpenter, ISU 
Foundation; Nancy Rogers, Provost’s Advisory Council; Kelly Hall, Staff Council; Andre 
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Brousseau, Student Government Association; and Diane Cargile, alumni representative. I 
will keep you posted as the search progresses. 

         The search for the new dean of the Bayh College of Education will also begin shortly. 
Provost Maynard has asked Dean Biff Williams to chair that search. The leadership 
provided by Dean Brad Balch has set the stage for a successful search. Most notably, 
Brad, Associate Dean Denise Collins and their colleagues should be recognized for 
earning a recommendation for continuing accreditation from the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) for another seven years. The site team 
lauded the College’s efforts to put students into schools early and often, its relationships 
with partner K-12 schools and its assessment efforts to continuously improve its 
programs. The recommendation will be formally acted upon by the NCATE board at is 
April 2013 meeting. Good job! 

         Our outreach to members of the Indiana General Assembly is ramping up as the 
biennial budget process continues. Last week, State Senators Dennis Kruse and Jim 
Banks visited campus. Both are members of the Senate Education Committee which 
Sen. Kruse chairs. 

         Congratulations to Rex Kendall on being selected as the director of alumni affairs within 
the ISU Foundation. Rex’s enthusiasm and passion for Indiana State will serve us well, 
and I look forward to working with him to advance our relationships with our nearly 
100,000 alumni. 

         The Foundation and the University are also collaborating on event and database 
management. A new centralized event planning operation, headed by Teddy Lenderman 
as the associate vice president of the Foundation, will help coordinate major University 
and Foundation events. Teddy will be aided by Amy Roman who has been named 
assistant director of special events within the Foundation. A related project will address 
improving the collection and maintenance of data related to student and alumni 
engagement with the university. 

         A two percent standard salary increase will go into effect for eligible employees 
beginning November 1. The increase will be reflected in November 16th paychecks for 
non-exempt staff members and December 1st paychecks for faculty and exempt staff. 
Improving compensation is part of our effort to recruit and retain great employees, and 
I am pleased that we are able to provide an increase despite continuing financial 
challenges. Increasing our enrollment, both through new student recruitment and 
improvements in retention, has helped make this possible. Other salary adjustments 
may be made due to promotions, internal equity or the ongoing implementation of 
target salaries for staff. More details are available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/humres/docs/SalaryIncreaseInfoFY13.pdf. 

         Approximately 89 new and “seasoned” employees participated in the new employee 
reception last week sponsored by the Quality of Life Committee and Interdisciplinary 
Programs. Thanks to Wendy Cox, Keri Yousif and Linda Maule for planning the event. 

http://www.indstate.edu/humres/docs/SalaryIncreaseInfoFY13.pdf


         Last week, the University also recognized 122 staff members who have reached five, 10, 
15, 20, 25, 30, 35 and 40 years of service to the University (for a total of 1,730 years!) 
and honored three exemplary employees with the University Medallion. Bruce McLaren, 
Paul Reed and Joy Throckmorton earned this prestigious award. Photos of the ceremony 
are available at: http://isuphoto.smugmug.com/Events/Employee-Recognition-
Ceremony/25623045_XCfnJx#!i=2115255089&k=pfNjMBB. I would like to extend my 
deep appreciation to all of the honorees. 

         A second screening of the “First Generation” documentary will take place at 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, October 9, in the Sycamore Lounge in Hulman Memorial Student Union. 
Sponsored by the Office of Student Success and the University College, the screening 
will be followed by a 30-minute discussion by a panel of faculty and first-generation 
students. This insightful documentary details the experiences of four high school 
students who are the first members of their families to go to college. Refreshments will 
be served.  

         The campus United Way campaign is off to a great start with the kickoff and first-ever 
art fair generating $30,591 in pledges and donations. There is still a long way to go to 
meet our goals, so please consider making a pledge. The form is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/unitedway/pledge_form.pdf. 

         Phase 1 of the installation of new wayfinding signage and maps has been completed. 
The installation of 11 campus maps in strategic locations throughout campus is designed 
to provide visitors and newcomers with information to help them find their destination. 
A map showing the locations of these signs is available at: 
www.indstate.edu/president/docs/directorysigns.pdf. Future phases will include 
improved parking lot and building signage. 

         On Monday, several faculty members hosted a panel on creating a successful sabbatical 
proposal. Thanks to Timothy Demchak, Anne Foster, Susan Latta, Bassou El Mansour, 
Betty Phillips, and Joyce Young for providing this service to their colleagues. In case you 
missed it, a summary of their comments can be found at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/academicaffairs/sabbatical_leaves.htm. 

         October 9 is the deadline to register to vote in the November election. Our students 
involved in the American Democracy Project and the Student Government Association 
have led a successful voter registration drive during the past few weeks. One of the 
most important ways to demonstrate being an engaged citizen is to exercise your right 
to vote. More information on how to register is available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/news/isutoday.php?articleid=7938. 

         Congratulations to the 2012 Staff Scholarship Award recipients who were honored at a 
reception Monday at the ISU Foundation. Michelle Wade, Teresa Williams, Billie Dill and 
Kelly Wright are all continuing their education while working full-time. Best of luck to 
them and accolades to the Staff Council for once again providing this scholarship 
support. 
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         The public unveiling of the mural “Flightful Fantasy: We Can Fly, We Can Fly!” will take 
place at 4:30 p.m. Friday on the third floor of the Terre Haute Children’s Museum. 
Created by Professor Emeritus David Erickson, the work demonstrates our known 
history of flight in reality and fantasy. ISU art students and local K-12 students helped 
create the mural which was produced through the Gilbert Wilson Memorial Mural 
Project and supported by ISU’s Energize Downtown Initiative. 

         The University College Task Force needs your feedback on its preliminary 
recommendations for the operations of the University College in years one and two. The 
recommendations and additional information are available at: 
http://www.indstate.edu/academicaffairs/universitycollege.htm. The Task Force has 
conducted interviews with the Deans or Directors of approximately 25 programs affilied 
with the Association of Deans and Directors of University Colleges and Undergraduate 
Studies (http://adandd.org/). The information from these interviews laid the foundation 
for some of the Task Force’s recommendations. Feedback can be provided directly to 
the UC Task Force or during an open forum from noon to 3 p.m. Friday, October 6, in 
HMSU 321. Additional open forums will be planned along with a site for public response. 

         In conjunction with the upcoming visit by Jeanette Walls, author of The Glass Castle, 
students will be building a Can Castle in the Commons on October 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Donations of canned food items will begin Monday, October 8, and continue 
through October 15. Collection bins will be located in the Student Recreation Center, 
HMSU, and Cunningham Memorial Library. Donations may also be sent to 215 Stalker 
Hall. All donations will benefit the Terre Haute Catholic Charities food bank. 

         Jeanette Walls’ appearance at 7 p.m. in Tilson Auditorium is in conjunction with the 
University Speakers Series and the Fall Read program. The Fall Read initiative is also 
hosting a panel on homelessness at 7 p.m. on October 9th in Holmstedt Hall 103. 
Participants include Jeff Lorick, director of the Terre Haute Commission on Human 
Relations; Kelli Fuller, community services coordinator with the Terre Haute Housing 
Authority; Kathy Houk, former resident of Bethany House; and Rick Stevens, assistant 
director of student services for the Vigo County School Corporation. A student poster 
session will take place prior to the panel discussion. Donations of canned food items will 
also be collected at these events. It is great to see our students working to raise 
awareness of the poverty, hunger and homelessness that exists locally. Please consider 
supporting this effort. 

Happy Homecoming!  

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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