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October 18, 2012 

 

Dear colleagues, 

Congratulations to Coach Trent Miles and Sycamore football team for their historic win over top-ranked 

and defending national FCS champion North Dakota State last weekend. It is great to see their hard work 

pay off in a dramatic fashion and to read a headline that states how the Sycamores demonstrated that 

“Best in America” is possible. 

The effort and leadership that Coach Miles, his assistants and our student athletes have put into turning 

our football program around is truly commendable. Record-breaking performances from Shakir Bell and 

Johnny Towalid, personal bests from Connor Underwood and a true team effort have contributed to this 

season’s success. 

 This Sycamore passion is not, however, unique to football or athletics. It is shared by many members of 

our Indiana State family who work tirelessly to advance our goals and literally become the best they can 

be. It is why our University ranked third in the country for community service this year, and why many of 

our academic programs have earned national recognition. It is the driving force behind our many efforts 

to improve student success. Individually, it is the energy that fuels significant scholarly and creative work 

and exceptional customer service. 

The Indiana State University community represents an astounding collection of achievements, talents, 

knowledge and skills. There is much to celebrate. It is an exciting time to be a Sycamore, and I encourage 

everyone to cheer on our many teams whether they are an athletic entity or a university task force or 

student-led organization. Go Sycamores! 

In other news, nominations from the Indiana State University community are being sought for the 

position of Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs. A website 

(www.indstate.edu/president/provostsearch.htm) to provide updates throughout the search has been 

established. Tentative dates for on-campus interviews have also been set -- February 3-5; February 5-7; 

February 17-19; and February 24-26 (if needed). Opportunities for campus involvement in the search 

process will be provided during each candidate’s visit.  

Cheri and I thoroughly enjoyed hearing Jeannette Walls, author of “Glass Castle,” on campus last night. 

We had met her during our tenure at Fairmont State and knew to expect a moving speech. She delivered 

in front of a packed University Speakers Series crowd in Tilson Auditorium.  

Other items I would like to share: 

 Indiana State has been selected to lead one of three regional partnerships between area 

colleges and school districts to help prepare the college readiness of Indiana’s students. State 

data indicates that up to one-third of all first-time Indiana public college students are placed in a 

remedial English or math course. Only one in four college students in remediation graduate 
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within six years. Leah Nellis from our Bayh College of Education will lead the local collaboration 

which includes Ivy Tech Community College of the Wabash Valley, South Vermillion Community 

School Corporation, Southwest Parke Community School Corporation and Vigo County School 

Corporation. The partnership will receive a $36,000 grant from Indiana’s Core to College 

initiative. 

 Indiana State is also participating in a national effort to increase the number of Americans 

holding bachelor’s degrees by 3.8 million by 2025. “Project Degree Completion: Building Our 

Future” includes more than 460 public colleges and universities who have affirmed their 

commitment to accessible, affordable and quality public education for all students. The 

commitment directly aligns with our “Pathway to Success” strategic goals and is supported by 

our efforts to maintain affordability and improve student success. 

 Next week’s 46th Annual Contemporary Music Festival, “Colors, Dreams, and Visions,” will 

feature the music of composer Christopher Theofanidis. His bassoon concerto will be performed 

by bassoon virtuoso Martin Kuuskmann with the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra under the 

direction of Maestro Kirk Trevor at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, October 25, in Tilson Auditorium. The 

concert will also feature “Autobahn Beyond” by this year’s composition contest winner Bin Li. 

The guest chamber ensemble for the festival is the Indianapolis Chamber Players featuring 

pianist Minju Choi, violinist Davis Brooks, and cellist Kurt Fowler at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 

recital hall in the Landini Center for Performing and Fine Arts. The festival Final Showcase 

Concert will take place at 7:30 p.m. Friday, October 26, in Tilson and will feature ISU Student 

Ensembles. A complete schedule for the Contemporary Music Festival is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/music/cmf/. 

 The 40th anniversary of Indiana State’s African and African-American studies program, one of the 

first in the Midwest and oldest in the nation, continues with a panel discussion at 3 p.m. 

Saturday in the University Hall Theater. The panel features alumni William Powell and Sam 

Dixon, part of a student group that became known as the “Magnificent Seven” who advocated 

for recognition of black fraternities and sororities, the establishment of black history courses 

and the hiring of more black professors, among other things. The alumni will recount their 

efforts which included a sit-in takeover of a vice president’s office (which they thought belonged 

to the president) and subsequent discussions with then President Alan C. Rankin. Eventually, all 

of their demands were met including the formal approval of an interdisciplinary program in 

African and African-American Studies by the Commission for Higher Education in 1972. For more 

information on this and other events related to the anniversary, visit: 

http://www.indstate.edu/afri40/. 

 The second annual Indiana State Student-Athlete Talent Show will take place Sunday at 7 p.m. in 

Tilson Auditorium. Admission is $2 for ISU students and $5 for others with all proceeds 

supporting the ISU-sponsored Habitat for Humanity house. The theme is “Hollywood in the 

Haute” and will feature the Sycamore athletic, cheer and dance teams. The event is sponsored 

by the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 

http://www.indstate.edu/music/cmf/
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 There are volunteer opportunities to help build the Habitat home for the Burskey family which 

includes Arica, Mackenzee (age 13), Pete (age 9) and Cain (age 6). Arica has already contributed 

80 hours of sweat equity to Habitat through her volunteer work at the ReStore and with the 

construction of two other homes. The Burkey’s home will be located at 2250 Chase Street. If you 

are interested in volunteering or making a monetary donation, go to: 

www.indstate.edu/publicservice/events/habitat.aspx for more information. 

 Congratulations to Criminology Professor Mark Hamm for landing a $247,000 grant from the 

U.S. Department of Justice to study lone wolf terrorism. Mark and his co-investigator, Ramon 

Spaajj, will compile a database of lone wolf terrorists in the United States and select five for case 

studies and interviews. Ramon is a senior research fellow at La Trobe University in Australia. He 

has defined a lone wolf as someone who has a political agenda, is unaffiliated with a group, does 

not take attack directions from anyone, and involves no one else in planning the attack or 

procuring weapons for the attack. 

 A talk by Shelley MacDermid Wadsworth, director of the Center for Families at Purdue 

University, will headline the Second Indiana State University Work-Life Integration Conference 

October 24 and 25. Shelley’s address will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 25, in the 

Cunningham Library Events Area. Panel discussions about various work-life topics, faculty 

research presentations and stress reduction workshops are also planned. For more information, 

contact Debra Israel at debra.israel@indstate.edu or Barbara Eversole at 

Barbara.eversole@indstate.edu. The conference is funded through ISU’s strategic planning 

initiative to enhance the quality of life for faculty and staff and is co-sponsored by the 

Department of Economics, the Department of Human Resource Development and Performance 

Technologies, the Women’s Studies Program, and Interdisciplinary Programs. 

 Freshman John Mascari broke a school record in the 8,000-meter race at the Pre-National 

Invitation at Louisville last weekend knocking 10 seconds off the previous record set two weeks 

ago by teammate Al Escalera. John was named Missouri Valley Conference men’s cross country 

athlete of the week. The cross country teams are preparing for the MVC conference 

championships which will take place at Illinois State on October 27. 

 The Center for the Study of Health, Religion and Spirituality will host its seventh annual research 

conference Nov. 1-3 at the Landsbaum Center for Health Education on the Union Hospital 

campus. The three-day event features a different keynote speaker each day, including national 

renowned health, religion and spirituality expert Harold Koenig. A complete schedule and 

registration information is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/psychology/cshrs/ResconfRSH.htm. 

 The Center for Community Engagement has started a “Stop and Serve” program on the second 

and fourth Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the main vestibule of Hulman Memorial 

Student Union. The program provides opportunities to participate in a variety of community 

service projects while walking through HMSU. Projects are designed to be completed quickly 
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and include items such as assembling kits for the homeless, making blankets, and writing 

greeting cards.  

 The Journal of Community Engagement and Higher Education’s latest issue is available at: 

https://discovery.indstate.edu/ojs/index.php/joce. The journal  is edited by Catherine 

Stemmans Paterson and published by Indiana State’s Center for Community Engagement. It 

publishes research and theory and case studies emphasizing community engagement and 

engaged learning practices, methodology, and pedagogy. 

 Wright State University President and former ISU leader David Hopkins will deliver the keynote 

address at the Nov. 7th Servant Leadership in Action seminar. The half-day program will begin 

with lunch at 11:30 a.m. followed by Dave’s address, “A Personal Journey in Servant 

Leadership,” at 12:30 p.m. Panel discussion will begin at 1:45 p.m. featuring Mel Burks, Hamilton 

Center; Bucky Buse, Girl Scouts; Bart Colwell, Terre Haute Savings Bank; Dottie King, Saint Mary-

of-the-Woods; and Brien Smith from the Scott College of Business. The program is sponsored by 

the Alliance for Servant Leadership in collaboration with the Scott College of Business. There is a 

$20 registration fee. More information is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/asl/docs/announcement2_SLinAction2012.pdf. 

 Rec Fest will take place Friday night from 6 to 11 p.m. at the Student Recreation Center. The first 

750 students attending will receive free t-shirts. There will also be free food, games, chair 

massages, prize drawings, ZUMBA classes, karaoke and a “Dive-In” movie (Tim Burton’s Corpse 

Bride) in the pool area. A full schedule is available at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/recsport/SpecialEvents.htm. 

 More than 600 people attended Wednesday’s Wellness Bash sponsored by the Student 

Wellness Initiative. There were 150 flu shots administered and exhibits from 33 different 

organizations and service providers. Dozens of students volunteered to help run the bash, 

provide health screenings and provide other services related to their disciplines.  

 Wendy Martin, vice provost and director of Transdisciplinary Studies at Claremont Graduate 

University, will speak about “Emily Dickinson: The Poetry and Practice of Autonomy” at 3:30 

p.m. October 25 in Root Hall A-264. Her presentation is part of the Schick Lecture Series on 

Language, Literature and Lexicography made possible through a bequest from Professor 

Emeritus Joseph S. Schick. 

Keep up the good work. Thanksgiving break is only five weeks away. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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