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December 17, 2012 

 

Dear colleagues, 

As 2012 comes to a close, I would like to thank the students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends of 

Indiana State for another great year. As I reported to the trustees at Friday’s meeting, Indiana 

State is doing exceptionally well in advancing its goals and maintaining a healthy financial 

performance despite budgetary challenges. In the words of Trustee David Campbell, we are 

trending “blue” in measuring our key performance indicators on a red-yellow-blue (formerly 

green) scale. It is only appropriate that we chart the achievement of these goals in Sycamore 

blue. 

This progress is something that could not be achieved without your help. Individuals are 

working harder and smarter and most importantly, in a collaborative fashion. It is gratifying to 

see the impact these efforts are having. I am confident that our benchmark measurements will 

continue to trend blue in 2013, and that appropriate steps are being taken in the two areas that 

need some special attention (on-time degree completion and athletic fundraising). This truly is 

more than measurements on a spreadsheet. These data points represent increased numbers of 

Indiana residents receiving an Indiana State education which results in both individual and 

collective benefit for these students and our state. Our university serves an important niche in 

the higher education marketplace and has a major role to play in helping meet the state and 

national goals of improving degree attainment. Obtaining a college degree remains the most 

reliable way of improving one’s life. 

Our efforts to advance these goals will be aided by the Indiana Commission for Higher 

Education’s 2013-2015 biennial budget recommendations to the state released last Thursday. I 

appreciate the willingness of the Commission to advocate for new dollars for higher education.  

Under the Commission’s recommendations, Indiana State’s loss in appropriation would drop to 

$827,747 over two years, much better than the $3.4 million reduction originally proposed. The 

Commission is also recommending $1.4 million each year in repair and rehabilitation funding to 

improve facilities and $4.5 million to renovate life science/chemistry labs and $16 million to 

turn Normal Hall into a Center for Student Success. If these recommendations are approved by 

the legislature and Governor, our need to reallocate funds will be reduced, and several repair 

and rehabilitation projects will move forward. Of course, it is still early in the process. Next 

month, I will be presenting our budget request to the House Ways and Means Committee as 

the next step in the process. The final outcome won’t be realized until the General Assembly 

wraps up its work in late April. 



At Friday’s trustee meeting, authorization was granted for the university to negotiate and enter 

into a four-year lease agreement with the Terre Haute International Airport to create a flight 

academy for our aviation students. This move will provide our students with access to more 

modern equipment and ensure greater university oversight over flight operations. The academy 

will begin next fall. The equipment will only be utilized for flight instruction for ISU students and 

will not be for use by university personnel or the general public. It is anticipated that the 

academy will become self-supporting through student flight training fees. No significant change 

in fees is planned. 

In other action, the trustees voted to publish three policies for public comment with final action 

at the February trustee meeting. The three policies are on the safeguarding of minors 

participating in university programs, the protection from retaliatory actions against individuals 

making good faith reports of wrongdoing and an amended policy more clearly defining what 

weapons are prohibited on campus under the university’s code of student conduct. Additional 

information on the trustee meeting can be found at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/news/news.php?newsid=3380. 

Saturday’s Winter Commencement ceremony went off without a hitch. Student speaker Brad 

Hobbs and alumni speaker Craig McKee did a great job offering advice to our graduates. 

Celebrating this milestone with our students is always one of the best times of the year. 

Other updates I would like to provide: 

 Earlier today, new head football coach Mike Sanford was introduced to the campus and 

community at a well-attended news conference. Mike comes to Indiana State from Utah 

State where he served as assistant head coach and coach of the running backs and tight 

ends. Utah State won the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl on Saturday, defeating the Toledo 

Rockets 41-15. Mike brings a wealth of coaching experiences to this position and is 

excited about building on the team’s successes achieved under Coach Trent Miles. Mike 

made it clear that his goal is take the program to the next level and pursue a FCS 

championship. Welcome to Mike and his wife, Melinda! 

 I would also like to extend congratulations to Trent on being named the 2012 American 

Football Coaches Association Region Four Coach of the Year, the second time he has 

earned this honor while at Indiana State. Best wishes to Trent and his family as he takes 

the helm at Georgia State. 

 The mild weather we have been experiencing has extended the bicycling season. The 

growth in bikes on campus has been tremendous over the past few years, and our 

facilities management team has responded by installing more bike racks as well as air 
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pumps. Today, ISU blue service stations that provide access to tethered tools for bike 

adjustments and repairs are being added thanks to the good work of Alesha McCarty, 

Caroline Savage, and Stephanie Krull. A map showing the locations of existing and new 

bike racks, air pumps and the service stations is available at: 

www.indstate.edu/president/docs/bikeracks.pdf. The facilities staff is also working with 

Residential Life to find possible locations for indoor bike storage during the winter 

months. 

 The College of Arts and Sciences has planned a series of lectures, performances and 

activities centered on the theme of “Our Town” beginning in January.  The “Community 

Semester” will kick off with a reception from 4:30 to 6 p.m. January 16 at the Clabber 

Girl Museum. The series is designed to actively engage the public with faculty and 

students as they share ideas in the sciences, humanities, liberal arts and creative arts 

with the greater Wabash Valley community. Events planned include a sing along, a bat 

watch, a play production, discussions, hands-on workshops, films and more. A schedule 

of events, most of which are free, can be found at: 

http://www.indstate.edu/cas/communitysemester/.  

 The Career Center is planning a professional/interview clothing giveaway the first week 

in February to provide students with appropriate business attire for the Career 

Opportunity Fair and other interviews. Gently used (clean and ironed) suits, dress shirts, 

ties, blouses, skirts, jackets and dress shoes are needed. Bring items to the Career 

Center, HMSU 7th Floor, by 4:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 1. Any clothing left over will be 

donated to a community agency. Help clothe our students in professional attire and get 

your closet in shape at the same time! 

 The Employee Relations Committee of the ISU Staff Council is sponsoring the 2nd Annual 

Faculty and Staff Day at the Student Recreation Center on January 3rd from 9 to 11 a.m. 

and 1 to 3 p.m. In addition to tours and giveaways, nutrition and fitness lessons will be 

provided. 

The campus will begin Winter Recess on December 24 with most offices and facilities officially 

closed through January 1. As our students, faculty and staff prepare to enjoy this holiday break 

with their families and friends, I would like to thank those who are helping to address the needs 

of others. Here are a few examples: 

o The Women of ISU Holiday brunch was a huge success with record attendance 

and nearly 300 gifts gathered to help women in need through Bethany House 

and the Council on Domestic Abuse.  

http://www.indstate.edu/president/docs/bikeracks.pdf
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o The Staff Council delivered a van load of toys and clothing items and $140 in cash 

donations to the Christmas House last month to help needy families with their 

holiday shopping needs. The items were collected from faculty, staff and 

students.  

o The Council also provided an ISU/Habitat for Humanity entry in the Festival of 

Lights at Deming Park. The “New Home for the Holidays” entry earned an 

honorable mention and $500 prize to support the house Indiana State is 

currently building in the Ryves Neighborhood. The festival will continue through 

the holidays, and the Council would appreciate your votes for the People’s 

Choice Award! 

o The Habitat home is nearing completion with a dedication likely in January. 

Approximately $5,000 is still needed to meet the fundraising goal for the project. 

Donations can be made online through the Indiana State University Foundation 

at https://www.applyweb.com/public/contribute?s=isucont. Under Gift 

Information, click on other and type in Habitat for Humanity. Thanks for helping 

this deserving family. 

o Donations for the Ryves Youth Center Holiday Party are being accepted by the 

Center for Community Engagement through Wednesday, December 19. The 10 

to 17 age bracket is the one most in need of gift donations as Ryves Youth Center 

always receives an abundant amount of gifts for the younger children. Items that 

are appreciated by this age group include age-appropriate toys, sports 

equipment, fishing gear, make-up kits, prepaid cell phones, DVD players, basic 

mp3 players, digital cameras and books. Deliver your gifts to the Center for 

Community Engagement, Tirey Hall, room 134B. 

Have a wonderful holiday and best wishes for a fantastic new year! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel J. Bradley 
President 
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