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Seme critics go so far as to say the schools are anti-

CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Introduction. Any reader of current professional
periodical writings, perticularly in education, has in all
probability noticed the renewed interest concerning re-
ligious education in the public scheols. Renewed interest
is further evidenced in books and magazines of general
appeal to the public. " The place of religious education is
one of many problems that confront administrators, but ~
with which they in all probebility must deal. The problem

of religious education is indeed a multifold one condi-

tioned by\the many forms of religion found in the Western

world. The public high school serves not only the Catholic,
Jew, and Protestant but alqo those aut&ide the church and
synagogue. Two Werld Wars separated by an economic depres—
sion of global proportions, plus the unsettled international
situatien in an atomic age have caused many serious minded

people to question our ethic teachings and moral practices,

'religious and even Godless. One points to the increasing

1}

crime rate among Juveniles as evidence of failure in citizen=

_'.ship training." Others ask if the sohools can edueate for

charaeter by itself, ‘and for sound morality, or must re-

:”vligious education be included,




2.

‘ ﬁnquestionablr there are those for, and opposed to, '
a returo‘of religious instruction who have only the most
noble mofives in adhering to either position gs there are
undoubtedly those lacklng in integrity and motivated by less
earnest purposes. At no time was the purpose of this study

to champion either cause.
I. THE PROBLEM

Purgoae. It was the purpose of this survey (1) to
discover ﬁhe actual picture of religious education in thew
public high schools of Indiasna; (2) to determine the prevalen-
cy of certain patterns of religious education; (3) to collect
information into usable form; and (4) to present the admin-
istrators' attitudes relativevto the place of religious edu-
cation in the schools, as revealed through a questionnaire

study.

Importance of the study. It was felt that many edu-

cators are vitally interested 1n rellglous education in re-
lation to character development Much has been written in a
general way pertainlng to religlous educatlon, but very

llttle 1nformation of a local or state nature is avallable

'”lat present. Of especlal note is the recent publlcatlon of

the Amerlcan Coun01l on Educatlon.l Said the committee.'v

L1 M"The Relatlon of Rellglon to Public Educatlon,"

ﬁ;{ ;American Councll on bducatlon, p. 30,




It is not the business of public education to se-
cure adherence to any particular religious system.
. % . But we believe it is the business of public
education to impel the young toward a vigorous,
decisive personal reaction to the challenge of
religion,

¥

Thisvéurvey is an attempt to satisfy the personal curiosity
and interest of a high school ingtructor, with the added
incentive of possible aid %o administratdrs in local situa-

tions, supported by state circumstances and present practices.

Related studies. A careful examination of the Bibliog-

raphy of Regearch Studies in Education was made to’looatev
possible related and similar studies. The years beginning
with 1926 through 1940 were used, as these annual bulletins
were the only'available ones, This search showed no single
duplication applicable to the étate of Indiana, but did re-
veal several studies that were deemed worthy of mention. The
souroeé themselves could not be secured but are herewith
listed: (1) Clark, Recta B., "Survey of the Bible Study for
Credit in the High Schools of the State of Indiana,"vMaster's
thesis, 1928. University of Indiana, 92 pp. (2) Hﬁck, Edna
Enily, "The Study of Religion as a Social Responsibility in
Relatlon to Bducatlon," Master' s thesls, 1935, Southern Cal-

1forn1a Univer51ty. (3) MeAuliffe, Mary F.,"A Study of the

- Present Status of Rellglous Educatlon in Publlc School and a

Plan for 1ts then310n m Doctor s, dlssertatlon, 1935 Boston

Univer51ty. (4) Hutchlnson Anne, "?ell@ous Teachlngs in the




b

American High School," Measter's thesis, 1935, Columbia Uni-
versity. (5) Barr, Bugene 0., "Present Status of Religioué
Education in Ohio Schools,™ Master's thesis, 1928, Ohio

State Uhiversity, 65 pp. In this study Barr reported ags a
resﬁit of his findings ihat "Religioué sducation has cone

to stay, is well administrated, and is increasing year by
year.®™ (6) Thompson, Kenneth L., "The Status and Trends of
Weekday Religious Education in the High Schools of the United
States," Master's thesis, 1938, East Baptist Seminary, 42 pp.
In this research Thompson found that "Weekday religious edu-

cation gained a foothold in the high schools of the Unilted

States about 19105 . . "

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Public High School. This term was used to 1lnclude
those schools thét are supported wholly through public tax-
ation; including grades nine to twelve of the Indiana
twelve grade level plan of organization. Thus no private,

parochial, or military plan schools were included.

Religious Education. The worfl "religion" itself wag

interpreted to include any personal belief that ties the

.~ spiritual nature of ankindividuai to0 a supernatural being.
‘j'Religious education was thought of as any system of in-

Vv struction that strives to determine and develop a better
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understanding of thié spiritual relatioﬁéhip. This ﬁhrase
or term’has come to have an accepted place in the sduca- ’
tional coinage of the present day. Religious education was
to inclﬁde morai concepts‘and world heritages of ideals.
Sucﬁ a position would définitely exclude anj specific doc~
trine or creeds, dogmas, or sectarian beliefs. Furthermore,
religlous education was held to be concerned with overall
moral and spiritual forces operating in the lives of indivi-
duals being éducated for iife. Iﬁ was also considered to
include those life values and interpretations, motives and
habits that determine the conduct and charascter of youth
to-day. Religious education in a negative sense was not to

consider sectarianism, nor was it to be treated as a mere

extra to be added on the existing curriculum,

» §QQE§. T@e materials presented were organized around
four headings: (1) the legal background, (2) procedure and
sodfbes_of data, (3) replies from cities and towns, and (4)
fépliés'fram counties. The first topic was placed inb
Chaﬁtér«ii, the second topic ih Chapter IIT, and the remain-
‘iﬁgﬂtﬁo:in Chapter'iv. ’Conolusions and & summary Wiil be
found in. Chapter V. | |

S




CHAPTER IT

THE LEGAL BACKGROUND

In thinking through the problem of religious edu-
cation; it was felt thét brief yet concise gtatement of the
purely legal background would be of value to anyone seeking
to better understand local or statempraotices. However, in
so far as possible, only the legal principle that would apply
to the State‘of Indiana was considered. No attempt was made
to present evidence aimed at answering speoiai questions ihat
constantly arise in any given situation. The aim was to e-
numerate strictly legal principles involved.

From the Ordinance of 1787, which provided for govern=-
ment in the Northwest Territofies, we find: "Religion, morality
and knowledge being necessary to good governmenﬁ and happi-~
ness of mankind,ASOhools and the means of education shall be
forevérkencouraged." The next legal document of note 1s the
FederalVConstitution. There in the Pirst Amendment to the
Constitution‘it is stated that, "Congress shall make no law
respecting an established religion or prohibiting the free
exeroiée,thereof;.‘. L Again Aftiole VII of the Constitu-

tionvof_therﬁited States.saysrin part . . ."no religious

' test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office

or public trust under the United States.™ It is'fu:thér




stated in the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution that’

No state shall make or enforce any law which shall
~abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens
of the United States; nor whall any state deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law.. . .

Keeseckerl states: "the whole power over the subject of

religion is left exclusively to the state governments, to be

acted upon according to their sense of justice and the state

constitutions.™

From the Indiana Constitution of 1816, Article IX, Sec-

tion 1, we have:

Knowledge and learning, generally diffused through
a community, being essential to the preservation of
a free government, . . . it shall be the duty of
the General Assembly . . . from time to time pass
- such laws . . . encourage the principles of human-
ity, honesty, industry and morality.

, This first constitution was later superseded by the
Constitution of 1851. Here in Article VIII, Section 1, we
read:

Knowledge and learning generallv diffused through-
~.out a community, being essential to the preserva-
tion of a free government, it shall be the duty of
. the‘General;Assembly;to,encourage, by all suitable
means, moral, intellectual, scientific and agricul-
tural 1mprovement, and to provide by law a general
~and uniform system of common schools, wherein tui-
“tion shall be without charge,- and equally open to
&ll e Sl

‘,ﬂArticle I,,Section¢2,,qf.tne;IndianaJConstituion of 1851

lWard . Keeseoker, "Laws Relatlng to the Releasing of
Puplls from Publie Schools. for Religious Instruction,”
Unlted States Offlce of Education Pamphlet No. 39, P- 2e
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provides that, "All mén shall be secure in the natural right
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their
own consciences.™ Further Section 3 of the same Article
follows, "No law shall, in any case whatever, control the
free exercise and enjoyﬁent of religious opinions or inter=-
fere with the rights of conscience."

Keesecker2 does not list Indiéna among those states
having legislation specifically permitting the releasing of
pupils from public schools to attend outside religious edu-
cation classes. Neither does he present any court decisiohs
hpr attorney-general opinions pertaining to Indiana.

From later enacted legislation, we find in Chapter I,
of the Acts ofbl865, Seection 167, that, "The Bible shall not
be excluded from the public sohools of the state.™ This
sectlon has never_been repealed.

Keeseckerd lists states under (1) those having laws
requiring Bible reading, (2) those permitting Bible reading,
an&'(Bﬁ those prohibiting Bible reading. Indiana is listed
under number two. Johnson found that twelve states‘have

‘statutes requiring Bible reading, ten states specifically

TR g

7 Ward Keesecker, "Legal Status of Bible Reading
and.Religious  Instruction in Public Schools," United States

~ T;Qf£ice3pf,EducgtiQn»Bullétin:1930;TNQ. 14, Pe ¢ -
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permit Bible reading,.and éight prohibitTBible reading.h H%
then mekes this statement: "Thus far the question of Bible
readingkand‘religious instruction in the public schools has
been left to be’determinedAby the individual states . . .M

From the Acts of l925, Chapter 139, we find from the
title, "An act authorizing tax supported institutions of
higher education . . . to permit stuaents to elect courses
in biblical and religious instruction provided by religious
organizations‘and receive credit for same," provided funds
are not raised from taxation to support said religious orgéni-
zations, and said classes are not held in any building or on
property‘owned by the state, and that teachers have equal
abiliﬁy; and equal standards are maintained.

From the Acts of 1921 with additions from the Acts of
1943, Chapter 225, Section I, we find that any parent, guar-
dian; 6r any one Eéving legal custody, may request the child
to be éiémissed not to exceed 120 minutes per week, as deter-
mined by theiprincipal or superintendent, to attend aﬁy‘in-
corporated religious school, provided public funds are not
appropriated to meintain said school.

Thus we see that state legislatures have full and -

- complete powers when enacting laws controlling and regulating

b Alvin'W. Johnson, The Legal Status of Church State

e Relationships in the United States (Minneapolis, University
;1of Minnesota Press, 1934), Pe (1o
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public and private affairs within a staté. They are’limiteq
only by‘the restrictions imposed by the State oonstitutions‘
and by those found in the Constitution of the UhitedFStates.

In January of 1915, the State Board of Education
passedrthe following reéolutioni

Resolved that the State Department of Bducation be
authorized, on application of any Board of Trustees
‘of any school, city or town, or any trustee of any
township school, to be permitted to give one-half
unit of credit in the High School Course of Study
for the purpose of Bible study conducted on a syl-
“labus prepared by a joint committee of the Indiana
Association of English Teachers and the High School
Section of the Indiana State Teachers Association
and conducted under the rules prescribed by such
syllabus to_grant such authorities the requested’
permission.

In January of 1925, the State Board of Education passed
eight regulétions goﬁerning on«Bible study for credit to-

ward graduation in Indiana high schools. In June of 1926

an approved syllabus for Bible study was adopted.6 This

approval is still in force.

o 5’minutes'of the State Board,_Vbl.,V,‘p.'552.

6 Ibig., Vol. Ix, p. 256.




'CHAPTER IIT
PROCEDURE AND SOURCES OF DATA

A questionnaire was prepared to include what was con-
sidered the majority of practlces that were being used in
Indiana public high schools. This was proven true by the

1 was priﬁted on a regulation size

returns. The questionnaire
postal card. Responses of either yes or no were to be made
by simply cheéking under the proper space, Where numbers
were to be given a blank space was left and instructions fér

numbering were indicated. The mailing address was printed

‘plainly on the reverse side of the card. All the respondent

was to do was check, write in numbers, and drop the card in

the return mail. These cards on which replies were to be

‘made Were'finally marked with the name of the city or county

to which they were éent, so that a positive check as to the

exact areas sending in returns was possible.
A personal letter was next prepared and put on

printed forms. These letters were addressed to each adminis-

trative official of the various schools. It was the purpose

of this letter to interest the recipient in the proposed

~ survey, and:ifjpossible, to enlist ‘his aid in securing the

needed information,

1 See Appendix
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i | ' The latest iséﬁe of the indiana Sghool Directdry"Wasd

used to prepare a mailing list. This list included the vari-
ous county superintendents of the ninety-two Indiana counties
@ - and also the 156 city and town superintendents.

The letter with the enclosed questionnaire was placed

in the mails some few days prior to the opening of the schools
in the fall. This was considered,tﬁé.most opportune time to
secure the highest possible receipt, although first class

| mailing rights were uséﬁ. No follow-up letters were sent

out, even though this procedure might possibly have secufed

a slightly higher rate of return.

-As the returns came back they were checked off against
the mailingflist and placed in one of the two groups of schools.
A lapse of time to include andballOW‘for lats returns was
indicated before tabulation of the responses was begun. Two
returns that arrivéd after the tabulation was completed weTe
not oaunted and simply destroyed.
kﬁ The return from the counties was fifty-nine in number
| oar at a rate of 64.1 per cent. The,returﬁ from thefoity-towﬁ
schools was 110 or a percentage of 70.5. Out of a total of i

248 questibnnaires\sent out, the overall return was 169, or

© 68.1 per cent.
\ ‘§ ak;", _ " Further tabuiatibn includéd‘preparing two maps,

t Figﬁreski and II, one for counties-and one for the cities




FIGURE 1.

RESPONSES ACCORD-
//ING TO CITIES AND

TOWNS -
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and towns, showing the geographical disﬁribution of the

replies.

Limitations. As previously explained, the question-

naire method was used t0 secure the desired data. This,
posSibly limits the fiﬁdings to some extent. Inasmuch ss
replies were not received from all Gounties, or cities and
towns, the complete picture was not obtained. However,
since the Questionnaire was not sent out at raﬁdom, but to
selected individuals, and since the response wag 68.1 per-

cent, the results would seem to be truly representative, and

therefore sgignificant,




CHAPTER IV
REPORT OF THE SURVEY

Data weré collected from county schools and city-town
schools, therefore the ﬁwo different types of school corpora-
tions were used as a bagis for grouping and presenting re-
sponses. There seemed to be no comﬁelling reasons for com-
bining informetion; on the other hand, the data being kept
separate, thére was always the basis for evident comparisons.
Two pertinent facts are here noted: (1) one absolutely
blank questionnaire wes received in the city-town class,

(2) one county in the State has no high schools.
IT. CITY AND TOWN DATA

Begular classes in religious education. Questions

oﬁe and two on the questionnaire were very much alike in that
both éought to determine the extent of regular classes in
réligioﬁs education. One sought information for the school
year of 1946-47, and the other for the yesr 1947-48. From
é‘£0tal of 109 usable responses, there were twenty—six af-
firmative answers and eighty-three negative replies. These
figures éhowed~that 23.9 per cent of the schools included
”religious.education as a part of theilr curriculum in l?hé-AVﬁ

However, only nineteen schools were actually listed. This
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-

apparent discrepancy can be explained bfjthe fact that'seve?al’
respondents did not give any definite nunmber, |
The‘figures for 1947-48 were very similar; however,
threeprespondenﬁs neglected to answer question two clearly.
The per ceht was 24.5, 5r slightly above the previous year.
This difference would indicate no trend in either direction.
One respondent wrote in the followiﬁg: "Any progrem should be
a cooperatively arrived at one of spiritual education., It
should be an all grade, every period, every day program that

would permeate the life of the entire school."

Bible readings. No answers to this question were

marked in five cases. Of a possible 104, twenty-one replied
yés, and eightyéthree sald no. The actual number of schools
using Bible readings was twenty-two. The per cent was 20.2
on the basis of returns. The average amount of time spent
per week, as determined by seventeen responses, was thirty-
two minutes. The above data would lead one to conclude that
Bible readings are not as extensively‘used as are classes in

religious education.

Releaged time. Six replies were received on which

2

~the question of "released time"™ was not marked. The percent-
"age Of gechools reporting as having such a program was 26,2.
Thus it would indicate that a "released time™ arrangemeht’was

v"‘fbllowed by mofe sehools than either Bible reading programs




i
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or regular religious education classes.

Bible study for credit. Only two unanswered responses

were received relative to this practice. The total number
reporﬂing yes was forty-five. This gave a percentage of L4Ll.4.
This program was by far the most extensively used one, as it

exéee&sany other by a significant 15.2 per cent.

Other programs. The question as to other programs was

used as a means of cheéking against the programs in use.

Here again the number not answering was larger than expected.

However, the fact that only three schools reported programs
as different from those covered in the survey is signifi-
cant., No‘infdrmation was sought as to the extent of such
differences. One respondent wfote in the following volun-
teered information: "The Ministerial Association holds
chapel services 6nce each month with ministers alternatiné
as_spéakers."

- For a more concise explénation of the data see

Table<lg
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TABLE I

. RESPONSES TO AND PERCENTAGE OF EACH
PROGRAM IN CITY-TOWN SCHOOLS

vProgram ' Yes No =__‘ Epr cent
Regular classes, 1946-47 26 83 23.9
Regular classes, 1947-48 26 80 2L.5
Bible reading 21 m 83 20.2
"Released time" 27 76 26.2
Bible study L5 62 Klok
Others 3 62 b6

e . — e
— . — e

|

Most favored program. Each administrator was asked to

expréss'himself as to the desirability of the various pro-
grams. Not nearly all did so. There may be several factors
responsible for’this. It is the personal opinion of the
writer that some respondents did not answer simply becauée
they had no positive information on which to base a sound
conclusion,’and that others did not wish to commit them-
selves., The progrem of Bible study for credit in English
was favored by 45.6 per cent of those replying. -This se-

lection may have some connection with the fact that the same

‘practice was also the most used one.

l”As determined by responses from the questionnaires.




19

Least approved program. Data présented was also the

expression of administrators as to the program having least
desirability. _The total response was smaller bubt significant.
The "released time" arrangement was held least favored by
more individuals than all the obthers combined. The per cent

was 6L4.4. For comparative purposes see Table ITI.

TABLE IT

PROGRAMS FAVORED, LEAST APPROVED, AND
PERCENTAGES IN CITY-TOWN SCHOOLS

Program Favored Per cent agiiﬁged Per cent
Regular classes 26 22.8 1k 19.2
Bible reading 13 vll.h 10 13,7
"Released timeﬁ 23 20.2 L7 Ololy
Bible study 52 45.6 2 2.7

ITI. COUNTY DATA

Regular classes. More so than on city-town replies,

the part of questions one and two seeking the number of
schools using the regular class in religious education pro-
- gram was ' not answered, even though yes answers were noted

on the first part. It was decided not to present suchzdata,

because of its incompleteness. ILike the city-town returns,

/  ‘széideterhined,by rés@énses from the Questionnaires.»
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all eight questions, to more or less exéent, were not alwaxs
answered. This fact was deemed not necessary of mention
again. For the school year 1946-47 the per cent of responses
for-the regular class program was 27.3, or slightly higher
‘than the city-town findings. As to the school year 1947-48,
the per cent was 22.2, a noticeable drop from the previous

year, and also lower by a small amount in comparison with

the city~-town rate,

Bible readings. On the question of Bible readings:

from a possible fifty-four responses, there were sixteen
marked yes, and thirty-eight no. The per cent was 29.6, and
here again higher than the city-town schools. The average
amount of time so devoted each week was forty-one minutes as
determined from thirteen responses. This avérage time was in

excess of that for the city-town schools.

_Released time. The percentage of schoolsreporting as

using the "released time" program was 27.8. This rate was
- practically the same as the city-town rate. However, it was
lower than that for Bible reading. The number of participa=-

ting,religious.groups,Was‘thirty-three.B

o Bibie'study for credit. Thiskprogram, like the

3 Two answers of 150 and 1500 were not counted as
~ they were considered non-valid.




i ' | =1
city-town school, wae the most prevalenf; and almost exact %n
rate of per cent. The figure here was L41.5. It exceeded that
of Bible'reeding, which was next in point of use, by 11.9 per

cent.

Other programs. 'Only three counties reported programs

different than those covered by the,questionnaire.

Table III presents a summary of the above data.

TABLE IIT

RESPONSES TO AND PERCENTAGE OF
EACH PROGRAM IN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Program . Yes No Per cent
Regular classes, 1946-47 15 4O 27.3
Regular classes, 1947-48 12 L2 22.2
Bible reading 16 38 29.6
"Released time" | 15 39 27.8
Bible study | 22 31 41.5
"Others" B 3 42 6.7

Most favored program., The most favored program as

reported by the county respondents was the Bible study for

credit plan, . The rate was 47.7 per cent in favor of, or

'sllghtly hlgher than 1t was rated by the city—town adminis—

trators.: There Was general agreement on thls plansyw




Program Favored Per cent gyproved Per cent
Regular classes 7 15.9 . 7 16.7
Bible reading L 9.1 11 26.2
"Released time" 12 27.3 23 54L.8
~Bible study 21 L'7.7 1 2.3

Released time = 26.2  27.8 |20.21 27.3 6l .l 50,8

22

Least favored program. The counfy administrators

¥

also held the "released time" arrangement as least favorable,

but the rate was just 54.8 per cent.

For comparison of the county ratings see Table IV,

TABLE IV

PROGRAMS FAVORED, LEAST EPPROVED, AND
PERCENTAGES IN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Least

Table V afforded a percentage comparison of the vsrious
programs used and their desirability.
TABLE V

- COMPARTISON OF CITY-TOWN AND COUNTY
PERCENTAGES ON THE VARTOUS PROGRAMS

. o Favored Least approved
‘ Clty- City= City= -
Program ' Town County | Town | County Town County

Reguler classes 24.5 22.2 [22.8 ] 15.9 19.2 16.7
Bible reading 20,2 29.6 |1l.4 9.1 13.7 26.2

— i
Note: JInformetion here was taken frgm other Tables.

Bible study Wloh 415 | 45.6 | 47.7 2.7 1 2.3
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For the sake of added clarity,‘thé'percentages'from

Table V were used as a basls for rank comparisons. This rank-

~ing ié gshown in Table VI,

TABLE VI

VARIOUS PROGRAMS COMPARED BY RANK IN PER CENT
OF USE, IN FAVOR OF, AND AS LEAST APPROVED

Use by ~In favor of Teast approved
City- City~- City- _
Progran Town County Town County Town County
Regular classes 3 <y 2 >3 2 3
Bible reading L 2 L L 3 2
Releaged time 2 3 3 2 1 1
Bible study 1 1 1 1 L L

Responses not tabulated. In several instances question

number six concerning the program most favored was not ans-
Wered in»the manner requested. They were not tabulated butb
é:e‘now;listed:

o 1, I db not think any ofkthem‘accomplish much.

2. Have tried all of them at various schools in last
© twenty-five years and cannot recommend any of them.

"3;‘ None.

L. Yot any.




. CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

There was a general»égreemeﬂt amnong the members of the
advisory committee and the writer, that any summary or ex-

pressed‘conclusions would be confined specifically to pre-

sented data. This accepted principié made any position as to

personal opinions, prejudiced beliefs, or hidden motives un-
tenable, Thé following items were deemed significant in
sumnarizing the report of this survey.

1. The overall per cent of return from the Question—
naire was 68.1.

2o 'Thére was no evident trend toward increasing or
decreasing the offering of regﬁlar classes in religious
education for the years surveyed.

3. The a%erage amount of time spent each week for
Bible‘reading was appreciably higher in the county schools,

as was also the per cent of use.

4. No other studies of a similar or related nature

were Tound for the state of Indiana,

curon bt Religious education is largely a matter of concern

for theiihdividual»state. "Legally the State of Indiana per-

“mits Bible reading, Bible study, and the releasing of pupils

.under certain conditiong., .7

6. Bible study for credit was the mogt favored

]
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program used intIndiaﬁa; also the most'exiensively used.-
‘7; The "releaged time™ arrangément was least approveé
of all the programs in use in Indiana. |
_ 8. There.was practically no objection to the use of
the Bible study for oredit program in the high schools as it
is now conducted. '
9., One striking bit of inforﬂation was noted as to
the use of Bible reading in county schools. Although used
quite extensively, Biblé'réading was ranked second as least

approved, and when compared with c¢lty-town schools on a per

cent basis, nearly twice the rate,
CONCLUSIONS

This survey was not aiméd at presenting evidence for
or against religious education in the public high school.
Many more thorough efforts have been pointed in this direct-
ion. The problem of the proper place for religious education,
like most problems which affect human happiness, oannbt‘be '
solved bj the scientific approach or by critical analysis.
Information previously presented was deemed sufficient to
support the folléwing conclusions.

»

. l.' The geographical dispersion of responses was such

" that all data was truly representative, even though not

~complete as to the total state picture.

2 Very feW'public high schools in Indiana follow a
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-

program different from those covered in tvuhe questionnalir'e.
3..  Essentially there was general agreement between
the County and City-Town findings.
- 4. Finally, the public high schools of Indiana are
by one or more programs,.‘providing the opportunity for

experiences of a spiritual nature.

26
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STATE OF INDIANA
INDIANAPOLIS

i BEN H.WATT
vl STATE SUPERINTENDENT
g OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

July 1, 1947

Mre. Emerson I,, Aldrich
W. W. Parsons Hall
Terre Haute, Indiana

Dear Mr., Aldrich:

Confirming our conference of recent date, I am very
much interested in your proposed study under the title "A Survey
of Religious Education in the Public High Schools of Indiana."

I am sure that this study, as you propose to make it, purely on

a factual basis, will be of considerable value to everyone work-
ing in education. I, therefore, bespeak for you the whole-souled
cooperation of the school administrators of this State in securing
the information for your study.

i . This department is interested in this to the extent that
i it will welcome the analysis which your study will provide,

I wish you success in this undertaking.

{7
BEN H. WATT
State Superintendent
Public Instruction




STATE OF INDIANA
N INDIANAPOLIS

BEN H.WATT

STATE SUPERINTENDENT
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

July 21, 1947

Mr. Emerson L. Aldrich,
Ws W Parsouns Hall,
Terrs Haute, Indiana

Dear Mr. Aldrich:

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of July 10 with attachment of your proposed survey form.

I have no objection to your wsing it with
the excerpts from my letter ds you have indicated and hopse
that it will serve the purpose intended,as we discussed in
our counference,

Best wishes.

BEN H. WATT
State Superintendent
Public Instruction

BHWscmw




HVISION OF RESEARCH

Fdienn Sthurte ﬁeanhpm allege

@erre Haute, gli{hizma

July 28, 1947

Dear Superintendent and Fellow Teacher:

Our world to-day is a busy one.No one is in a better
position to realize this than are school administrators. Many of us
can scarcely devote sufficient time to even the most pressing and im-
mediate problems. Fully realizing this, I am seeking your co-operation
in a study, an analysis of which should be of some interest to many school
men in administrative positions throughout the state.

This study proposes to collect and present datarelative to
current practices in our public high schools. Enclosed is a self-
addressed card on which I am seeking answers to several questions as
they pertain to your own local situation. Will you at your earliest con-
venience, £ill out this card and return by mail. '

Following is an excerpt of a recent letter from the Office
of the State Superintendent joﬂft Publlc ,Inst;:l}gtiggg,,

"gonfirming our conference of g redent dateé, I am very much
interested in your propo&dd:study.unded the title, A Survey of
Religious Education in’the Public High' 8chools of Indiana.

I am sure this study, as you propose to make it, purely on a

factual basis, will be of considerable value to everone work-
ing in education. I, therefore bespeak for you the whole-
souled co-operation of the school administrators of this state
in securing the information for your study." Ben H. Watt,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. : ~

Thanking you in advance for your needed co-operation, I remain

Sincerely yours,

| Acting Director, . '/ W/%\
' Research and Testing C ,
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Did any of the schools under your supervision offer regular classes
in religious education during the school year 1946-7. Check yes or no.

a. If so, give number————

Is any such program planned for the school year 1947-8. Check yes
or no.

a. If so, give number
Do any of your schools have a program of regular Bible readings?
Check yes or no.

a. If so, give number

b. Give approximate time, in minutes, so spent each week
Do you have a “released time” arrangement for outside religious
instruction? Yes or no.

a. If so, give the number of participating religious groups
Do any of your schools offer credit for Bible study as prescribed by
the State Board of Education? Check yes or no.

a. If so, give number

As an administrator which of the above plans 1, 3, 4, or 5 do you
favor.— :
Which of the above plans, 1, 3, 4, or 5 do you least approve.
Do any of your schools follow a program different from those above.
Check yes or no.

a. If so, give number

[THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS

CHARLES W. HARDAWAY

RESEARCH DIVISION

INDIANA STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE

TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA
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